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MEETING OF TERENURE/RATHFARNHAM AREA COMMITTEE (1)

TUESDAY 2nd MAY 2006 

QUESTION No. 12
QUESTION:   Councillor T. McDermott
“To ask the Manager for an update on the further report from the Conservation Officer regarding St. Catherine’s House, Ballyboden following the discussion at TRAC (1) OF 7TH March?”

REPLY:

St. Catherine’s, Augustinian Site, Ballyboden

Report Of Conservation Officer - Update
INTRODUCTION

Following a discussion at the Terenure/Rathfarnham Area Committee meeting a number of issues were raised in relation to the Conservation Officer’s report which was submitted as a response to Question 20 (TRAC 7th March 2006).  Further information was requested in relation to the following issues:
(i) Details of criteria and steps for the assessment of a structure for inclusion on the Record of Protected Structures.
(ii) Evaluation of St. Catherine’s in relation to each of the criteria.

As already mentioned in the previous report of the Conservation Officer the criteria for inclusion of a structure on the Record is set out in the Planning and Development Act 2000.  The Act requires that a protected structure be of special interest under one or more of the following categories: 
· Architectural
· Historical
· Archaeological
· Artistic
· Cultural
· Scientific
· Technical  
· Social 
It is recommended under the Architectural Heritage Protection Guidelines published by the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government that “a planning authority must decide whether a structure is worthy of inclusion in the Record of Protected Structures (RPS) by identifying the characteristics of special interest, which would merit its inclusion”.  Part 2 of the Guidelines indicates features, which may contribute to the character and special interest of a structure.  
UPDATE

The Conservation Officer was requested to assess whether or not the former St. Catherine’s (Augustinian site) would merit inclusion on the Record of Protected Structures.  A report was provided to the Area Committee Meeting on 7th March 2006.  The assessment of the structure by the Conservation Officer was carried out primarily under the Architectural category as set out in the Planning and Development Act 2000.  This assessment was based on the present condition of the structure and its existing internal features.

It should be noted that the former St. Catherine’s has been referred to as a Georgian building by local groups.  However there is no evidence to suggest that this is correct.  The Conservation Officer’s assessment took into account the existing internal architectural features. In addition map sources were used to identify the extent of the structure and its origin.  Based on an internal inspection and map sources i.e. Ordnance Survey maps of 1837, 1843 and 1907 the structure is considered to be a mid-to late-19th century structure which would be Victorian (1840-1890) in date not Georgian.  Archival searches i.e. local history publications and local library archives proved ineffective as no historic, cultural or social information was found.   On the basis of the above it was therefore considered that no special architectural interest could be identified for the former St. Catherine’s. 
Attached is an extract from the 2005 Ordnance Survey (OS) map for the area around St. Catherine’s.  
Overlaid on this 2005 OS base map are:

 (a) Ordnance Survey map of 1837 which indicates an earlier structure that is thought to be the original St. Catherine’s.  The structure depicted on the 1837 Ordnance map as shown in blue on the 2005 base map no longer survives in this area. 
(b) Ordnance Survey map of 1907 which shows a structure subsumed into the existing Augustinian building.  The building on the 1907 map is marked in yellow on the 2005 base map.
CONCLUSIONS
The previous report on St. Catherine’s concluded that although there are some internal features of architectural interest in the building it would not be considered to be entirely rich in decoration.  It is considered that the existing internal architectural features alone do not provide justification for inclusion of the structure on the Record of Protected Structures. As already detailed above a structure proposed for addition to the Record of Protected Structures shall be assessed by identifying the characteristics of special interest.

However it was recommended that although justification for inclusion on the Record of Protected Structures could not be made the existing internal features as identified should be protected and safeguarded under a suitable provision or policy in the Ballyboden Village Plan.
A detailed policy in relation to this matter has been included in the Draft Ballyboden Village Plan.  This states as follows:
Policy 5.3.2 Augustinian Site:  "Proposed plans for the redevelopment of the Augustinian site and the former St. Catherine's House should include an Architectural Heritage Impact Assessment.  The assessment shall provide a full historic account of the site and shall identify any remaining architectural features of interest.  Recommendations for the retention and re-use of architectural features within any new development shall be provided in accordance with best conservation practice".
RECOMMENDATION

In view of the map evidence provided and the previous assessment given by the Conservation Officer it is recommended that the former St. Catherine’s structure which forms part of the Augustinian lands at Ballyboden does not fulfil the criteria of special interests as set out in the Planning and Development Act 2000 and accordingly it is recommended that the structure not be included on the Record of Protected Structures.
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