COMHAIRLE CHONTAE ÁTHA CLIATH THEAS
SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL
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MEETING OF SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL
MONDAY 8th May, 2006
Motion No.6
MOTION:  Cllr. Shane O’Connor 
“In view of recent job losses, that South Dublin County Council takes the initiative and brings together all interested parties – such as FAS, the unions, employers’ organisations, local chambers of commerce, community representatives and government bodies such as the IDA and so on – to ensure that everything possible is done to promote and maintain the attractiveness and suitability of the area for new industries.”
REPORT:

The Economically Competitive Place Sub Committee of the County Development Board are devising a Plan for Co-ordinated community responses to large scale restructuring or closures.  

It is expected that the following statutory agencies and organisations will play a significant role in the implementation of the Plan. 
· FAS 

· Enterprise Ireland 

· IDA Ireland 

· Department of Family & Social Affairs,

· South Dublin County Enterprise Board

· Area Based Partnerships 

· Local Development Groups 

· South Dublin Chamber of Commerce 

· South Dublin County Council 

· Trade Unions 

· MABS and local Credit Unions 

The draft report has been considered by the participating Agencies and has been presented to the Economic Development and Planning SPC and to the Council at its meeting held on 13th June 2005. for their consideration.  
South Dublin County Council has a strong and vibrant commercial business sector which contributes to the economic and social well being of South Dublin County.  Since the establishment of the Council, in 1994, the number of businesses setting up and expanding in the County has increased considerably.  The Council supports this development and growth through a range of measures.  

The zoning of lands for economic and enterprise uses within the County Development Plan, together with the provision of infrastructure ensure that South Dublin County is an ideal location for business to locate, and for existing business to grow, thereby generating employment opportunities in the County.

South Dublin County Council has supported micro-enterprise by promoting and leading the construction of Enterprise Centres at 5 locations throughout the County. These Enterprise Centres are located at Bawnogue and Neilstown in the Clondalkin area and Bolbrook, Brookfield and Killinarden in the Tallaght area.  These Centres are managed by the local development organisation (Partas) and provide start-up space and training and mentor support to new local business in the West Tallaght Area.  

The ongoing development of Grange Castle Business Park as the premier strategic location for major investment confirms the Council’s commitment to employment growth.  The two existing businesses within the Business Park (The Wyeth BioPharma campus and Takeda) have resulted in a current total employment figure of over 1200, in addition to which the construction employment related to these facilities has had significant benefits to the local and wider area generating indirect benefits to the economy of South Dublin including Tallaght. In addition, the Council at it’s meeting held on 14th November 2005 approved the disposal of a site at Grange Castle Business Park to IAWS GROUP plc for the development of a corporate HQ involving an investment of c €100M. This will development will be the subject of a planning application in May/June 2006.
Planning Permission was granted in March 2006 (Planning Permission Reg Ref: SD06A/0049) to IDA Ireland for advance planning for a major Integrated Circuit Manufacturing & Research Campus at Grange Castle Business Park. The 200,000 square metre Campus is being proposed with the objective of marketing a quality environment, coupled with an approved planning permission, to attract one of the leading global integrated circuit companies to establish a campus at Grange Castle. 

The County Strategy “A Place for People” outlines the key objectives and actions through which the Council and its partners on the County Development Board will ensure South Dublin County is “ An Economically Competitive Place”.  To this end, the Council works closely with the South Dublin County Enterprise Board, South Dublin Chamber of Commerce, Enterprise Ireland, IDA Ireland, the partnership companies and local development agencies in order to secure new employment opportunities and to sustain existing employment in the County. 

