COMHAIRLE CHONTAE ATHA CLIATH THEAS

SOUTH  DUBLIN  COUNTY  COUNCIL

	Minutes of South Dublin County Council meeting held on 10th April 2006


	PRESENT


	Councillors
	Councillors

	Ardagh, M.
	

	Corr, M
	Maloney, E.

	Cullen, G.
	McCarthy, F.

	Daly, J.
	McDermott, T.

	Daly, M.
	Murphy, M.

	Dowds, R.
	Neville, J.

	Gilligan, T.
	O’Conchúir, S.

	Hannon, J
	O’Connell, G.

	Jones, C.
	Ridge, T.

	Keane, C.
	Tuffy, E.

	Keating, D.
	Walsh, E.

	King, C.
	Warren, K.

	Lahart, J.
	White, A.

	Laing, S.
	


OFFICIALS PRESENT

	County Manager
	J. Horan

	Directors / Heads of Function
	T. Doherty, P. Smith, F. Coffey,  B. Hickey, J. Walsh, C. Henehan, M. Pyne. 

	Senior Executive Officers
	G. Keogh, A. Jacob, E. Cunningham, M. Judge, P. Murphy, J. Quinlivan

	Senior Parks Superintendent
	C. Boylan

	Senior Engineer
	J. McLoughlin

	Senior Executive Planner
	D. Larkin

	Administrative Officers
	J. Kilgarriff, C. Lehane, T. Shanahan

	Staff Officer
	T. Fallon

	Clerical Officers
	M. Dunne, M. Furney

	IT Support
	G. McManus


The Mayor, Councillor T. Ridge presided. 

VOTE OF SYMPATHY

A minutes silence was observed as mark of respect for the late Kevin Horan, father of County Manager, Mr. J. Horan.  
Mr. J. Horan thanked the Members for their condolences.

The Mayor and Members also expressed their sympathies to Cllr. E. Walsh on the death of his sister Maria Harris.

The Mayor and Members also expressed their sympathies to Mary and Vincent Cooney on the loss of their son David Cooney.

(C/0223/06)
CONFIRMATION AND RE-AFFIRMATION OF MINUTES
a) Minutes of Special Meeting of South Dublin County Council, 9th March 2006 which had been circulated, were submitted and APPROVED as a true record and signed.
b) Minutes of Meeting of South Dublin County Council, 13th March 2006 which had been circulated, were submitted and APPROVED as a true record and signed.

(C/0224/06)
PROPOSED MATERIAL CONTRAVENTION OF THE SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL DEVELOPMENT PLAN 2004-2010 – REGISTER REFERENCE NO. SD05A/0806, FOR 
(1) Ceding approximately 3 hectares fronting onto Kiltipper Road to South Dublin County Council for future development of a public park;  

(2) a residential development of forty units in six blocks, varying in height from one to three storeys, fronting onto Bohernabreena Road:  two of these blocks will also contain basement level storage and parking for a total of 42 cars;  further surface level parking will be provided for 20 cars;  

(3) a two storey building in the existing car park of the Old Mill Pub fronting onto Old Bawn Road - it is to contain two restaurants at ground floor level (500 sq.m.), with terraces facing the new park and office space at first floor level (533 sq.m.);  

(4) the replacement of existing parking spaces lost to the new building to the southwest side of the Old Mill Pub. 

At a site southwest of Old Mill Pub, Old Bawn, Tallaght, Dublin 24 for Contorus Ltd.

The report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:
“Description of proposal

On 23rd September 2005 planning application Register Reference No. SD05A/0806 was received from Contorus Ltd. The proposed developments is for 

(1) Ceding approximately 3 hectares fronting onto Kiltipper Road to South Dublin County Council for future development of a public park;  

(2) a residential development of forty units in six blocks, varying in height from one to three storeys, fronting onto Bohernabreena Road:  two of these blocks will also contain basement level storage and parking for a total of 42 cars;  further surface level parking will be provided for 20 cars;  

(3) a two storey building in the existing car park of the Old Mill Pub fronting onto Old Bawn Road - it is to contain two restaurants at ground floor level (500 sq.m.), with terraces facing the new park and office space at first floor level (533 sq.m.);  

(4) the replacement of existing parking spaces lost to the new building to the southwest side of the Old Mill Pub.

At a site southwest of Old Mill Pub, Old Bawn, Tallaght, Dublin 24
On 15th November 2005 a request was issued for Additional Information relating mainly to matters of detail (see appendix 1)

The applicant responded to this request on 10th February 2006

Development Plan

A portion of the site Southwest of Old Mill Pub, Oldbawn, Tallaght is zoned LC – To protect, provide for and/or improve local centre facilities.  

The remainder of the site is zoned G – to protect and improve high amenity areas.  Residential development is only permitted in the area if it accords with the rural housing policy

There are two Specific Local Objectives which pertain to the site

SLO 107 – to investigate the development of lands at Old Bawn for amenity purposes, in conjunction with the development of lands adjacent to the Old Mill Public House.

SLO 57 – Dodder Valley linear Park – Improvements  - Provide for the continued development of the Dodder Valley Linear Park including continued development of a walk along the Dodder River,  and also including development and expansion of  the Dodder Valley Linear Park by securing public access along the river bank from Oldbawn to Bohernabreena.

Assessment
The commercial elements of the proposal, comprising two restaurants and offices, fall within the LC zoning (to protect, provide for and/or improve local centre facilities) and are acceptable in principle in this zoning.

The residential element, comprising forty units in six blocks, varying in height from one to three storeys, is within the G Zone (to protect and improve high amenity areas), and would materially contravene the zoning objective for that portion of the site.

The density is 23 units per hectare, and this is acceptable
The site is adjacent to recorded monument  DU022-04 – bridge site and protected structure No. 399, City Weir, Old Bawn, Tallaght. In the event of a grant standard archaeological conditions should be attached.

Departmental and Other reports

Environmental Services – no objections subject to conditions 
Dublin City Council  - no objections, subject to conditions.

Parks Department have no objection to the proposed development, subject to conditions.  They recommend that in the event of a decision to grant permission the applicant be conditioned to provide a financial contribution of €5,000 per dwelling unit to facilitate the development of the 3 hectares it is proposed to be ceded as part of this application.

Roads Department  - no objections, subject to conditions

Objections/submissions
There are four submissions on file.

South Dublin Conservation Society

· Welcome the addition of lands to the Dodder Valley Linear Park

· Proposed apartments are contrary to the zoning

· Design would be out of character with surrounding area.

· A leisure centre should be located on the site of the proposed apartments

· Balcony for restaurant is obtrusive

Tom Fennelly (of Firhouse Community Council)

· Expresses concern in relation to the capacity of the foul drainage system to cater for the proposed development

· Expresses concern in relation to traffic in the area

· Concern expressed in relation to the environmental impact of the proposed development

· Intends to appeal to An Bord Pleanala if permission is granted

Mr K Rooney

· Concern expressed in relation to parking standards and construction traffic

· Development will add to traffic congestion in the area

· Development will impact on wildlife

Tallaght Community Council

· Concern expressed in relation to traffic

Part V – Social/Affordable Housing

Although not subject to a requirement under Part V of the Planning & Development Act 2000 due to the zoning of the lands, the applicants, in their letter dated 22nd February 2006, indicated their willingness to comply with the requirements of the Council's Housing Strategy by providing 6 units in Block F. 

In the event of a decision to grant permission a condition to this effect should be included.

Material Contravention Procedure

At the Tallaght Area Committee Meeting on 27th February 2006, it was agreed that the Material Contravention procedure be initiated in this case.  A statutory public notice to this effect was published on 6th March 2006 in the Irish Independent giving a four (4) week period for submission of observations on the proposal. This period expired on 2nd April.

Submissions

Three submissions were received in the 4 week period form 6th March to 2nd April from the Tallaght Community Council, South Dublin Conservation Society and Mr J O’Connor.

A summary of the issues raised is as follows:

South Dublin Conservation Society

· The current zoning should not be removed to allow this application.

· Residential development should take place in the LC zoning.

· The site of the apartments could be used as part of the park with a playground.

· Rezoning would set an undesirable precedent.

Jim Lawlor of Tallaght Community Council

· Dodder valley is a major attraction which should not be devalued by rezoning to accommodate apartments.

· During 2005 the ‘Echo’ newspaper highlighted unacceptable activity on the site and the Council stated that they had difficulty accessing the site as they did not know who owned it.  Yet a pre planning meeting was held in March 2005.

· Kiltipper Road is not safe for pedestrians or drivers.

Mr J O’Connor

· Importance of tourism for the county.

· The letter and spirit of the written statement of the development plan must be observed.

In response to the submissions received, the following should be noted.

· The proposed material contravention process is not a rezoning.  The zoning will remain as is (G – to protect and improve high amenity areas) but rather a use that is not normally permitted in the zoning will be allowed.  

· By allowing residential use on this portion of the site which is zoned G one can ensure passive surveillance of the park below.  This is one reason why the material contravention is being recommended.

· Apartments would not devalue the site but would improve the site.

· The issue of the widening of the Kiltipper Road along the portion of the site to be ceded to the Council can be examined as part of the development of the park.

· The Planning and Development Act 2000 under section 34 (6) allows a planning authority grant permission for a development which would materially contravene its Development Plan

Conclusion

It is considered that the proposed scheme is acceptable in that it:

· Will be furthering the objectives for the development of the Dodder Valley Linear Park as outlined in the South Dublin County Council Development plan 2004 – 2010.  This will be brought about by the ceding of 3 hectares of land into public ownership to form a public park with frontage onto Kiltipper Road and pedestrian access from Bohernabreena Road and Kiltipper Road.  €5000 per residential unit will be levied from the developer in order to landscape and develop the public park element.

· Provides passive surveillance of the Dodder Valley at this location which has been subject to antisocial activities

· Enhances and strengthens the local centre of Oldbawn by providing a mix of sustainable uses and services for the local community including some new office units and restaurants.

· Enhances and strengthens the local centre of Oldbawn by providing the development of a new street frontage onto the Oldbawn Road

· Would facilitate the widening of the Kiltipper Road at its junction with the Oldbawn Road

Recommendation.

It is considered that subject to the imposition of specific conditions the proposal is acceptable and in accordance with the proper planning and sustainable development of the area.  It is recommended that a decision be made to grant permission subject to the following 39 specific conditions:

	1. 
	The development shall be carried out in its entirety in accordance with the plans, particulars and specifications lodged with the application, as amended by Further Information received on 10th February 2006, and Unsolicited Further Information received on 22nd February 2006, 27th February 2006 and 28th February 2006, save as may be required by the other conditions attached hereto. 

Reason: To ensure that the development shall be in accordance with the permission, and that effective control be maintained

	2. 
	Prior to the commencement of any development on the site, the applicant shall submit to the Planning Authority, for the agreement of the Parks Department, a drawing clearly showing in detail the precise boundary of the area to be ceded to South Dublin County Council for the future development of a public park.

Reason: In the interests of clarity and the proper planning and sustainable development of the area

	3. 
	Prior to the commencement of development, the applicant / developer shall enter into an agreement with the Planning Authority to provide the 6 social and affordable housing units as offered in documentation dated 22nd February 2006.

Reason: In the interests of the proper planning and sustainable development of the area.

	4. 
	Prior to the commencement of any development on site, the applicant shall submit to the Planning Authority, for the approval of the Parks Department, detailed proposals for the provision of suitable facilities for childrens’ play (including equipment in accordance with current E.U. Standards) which are to be located on the areas of open space and enclosed within the proposed scheme.

Reason: In the interests of amenity.

	5. 
	Prior to the commencement of any development on the site, the applicant shall submit to the Planning Authority, for the approval of the Parks Department, revised proposals to include ramped access in order to facilitate disabled access to the future public park from both the public and private areas within the proposed development (including those access points along the Bohernabreena Road and Kiltipper Road). On satisfactory completion by the developer, proposed steps and ramps shall be taken in charge by the Council within the area to be ceded. 

Reason: In the interests of amenity.

	6. 
	The applicant shall submit balcony/terrace screening boundary proposals for the agreement of the Planning Authority, for:

(i) south east elevation of Block F (Apartment 1)

(ii) south west elevation of Block E (Apartment 6 and 7)

(iii) south east elevation of Block E (Apartment 9)

iv) south west elevation of Block C (Apartment 6).

Reason: In the interests of residential amenity and to avoid overlooking.

	7. 
	The water supply and drainage infrastructure, including the disposal of surface water, shall comply with the technical requirements of the Planning Authority.

Reason: In the interests of public health and in order to ensure adequate drainage provision.

	8. 
	With regard to foul drainage, the applicant shall comply with the following:

(a) Prior to the commencement of any development on the site, the applicant shall submit revised foul drainage layout plans which shall ensure that the proposed pumping chamber and emergency storage are outside permanent wayleaves for water mains crossing the site.

(b) Prior to the commencement of any development on the site, the applicant shall submit details of an overflow from the proposed storage tank into the surface water drainage system to allow for emergencies. The proposed storage shall be upsized to cater for a volume up to Formula 'A' to allow for surface water inflow.

(c) Prior to the commencement of any development on the site, the applicant shall submit cross sections of proposed foul drain/water main crossings clearly showing how it is proposed to protect the trunk water mains from pollution. All requirements of the Water Division, Dublin City Council, in respect of the proposed crossings, shall strictly be adhered to.

(d) The proposed rising main between manholes F10 and F11 shall be replaced with a 225mm gravity drain to discharge into existing manhole B41 to reduce length of rising main and the number of foul drain/  trunk watermain crossings. The applicant shall submit a revised foul drainage layout  to incorporate this requirement, prior to the commencement of any development on the site. 

(e) Prior to commencement of any development on the site, the applicant shall provide details indicating how it is proposed to avoid  septicity of sewage in the proposed foul water pumping system and possibility of any smells arising from the pumping chamber spreading into the nearby estate. Details of these, including how it is proposed to prevent the sewage from becoming septic, shall also be submitted.

(f) Prior to commencement of any development on the site, the applicant shall submit written confirmation from the Water Division, Dublin City Council stating that the proposed foul drains, including pumping chamber and storage chamber, comply with the necessary setback and protection requirements for their 600mm and 1000mm water mains crossing the site.

(g) The installation, operation and maintenance of the pumping system, including rising mains, up to the point of connection to the existing public sewer shall remain the responsibility of the applicant. Prior to the commencement of any development on the site,  the applicant shall submit a maintenance agreement for the proposed pumping system.

(h) The applicant shall install and maintain a suitable flow recorder on the outfalls from the site together with a rain gauge. Details of this to be agreed with Environmental Services Department of South Dublin County Council prior to the commencement of any development on the site.

(i) Applicant shall ensure full and complete separation of foul and surface water systems.

(j) All pipes shall be laid with a minimum cover of 1.2m in roads, footpaths and driveways, and 0.9m in open space. Where it is not possible to achieve these minimum covers, pipes shall be bedded and surrounded in C20 concrete 150mm thick.

(k) All wastewater from canteens/ kitchens etc shall be routed via an appropriate grease trap or grease removal system before being discharged to the public sewer. 

Reason: In the interests of public health and in order to ensure adeqaute drainage facilities.

	9. 
	With regard to surface water, the applicant shall comply with the following:

(a) Prior to commencement of any development on the site, the applicant shall submit written confirmation from the Water Division, Dublin City Council stating that the proposed surface water drains comply with the necessary setback and protection requirements for their 600mm and 1000mm water mains crossing the site.

(b) The proposed outfall to the stream shall include headwall, wing walls and apron and shall be formed so as to avoid, or provide against, local erosion. This shall be angled as to discharge in the direction of flow of the watercourse. Any requirements of the Parks Department in relation to the outfall shall be incorporated into the design.

(c) Prior to commencement of any development on the site, the applicant shall submit details indicating how the attenuation facility shall be cleaned and kept free from siltation.

(d) All surface water runoff from the basement/car parking areas shall be routed via a silt trap and petrol/oil/diesel interceptor before discharging to the surface water sewer. 

(e) All pipes shall be laid with a minimum cover of 1.2m in roads, footpaths and driveways, and 0.9m in open space. Where it is not possible to achieve these minimum covers, pipes shall be bedded and surrounded in C20 concrete 150mm thick.

(f) Applicant shall ensure full and complete separation of foul and surface water systems.

Reason: In the interests of public health and in order to ensure adequate drainage provision.

	10. 
	The applicant shall enter into a wayleave agreement with Dublin City Council to enable it to maintain and repair the 1000mm and 24in arterial watermains crossing the site. This wayleave shall be shown clearly on the title deeds of relevant properties within the site. All costs in this regard shall be borne by the applicant.

Reason: In the interests of public health and in order to ensure adequate drainage provision.

	11. 
	Prior to the commencement of any development on the site, the applicant shall submit revised drawings outlining no trees planted within wayleaves of arterial watermains crossing the site. The applicant shall relocate the proposed ESB substation accordingly, outside wayleaves. The applicant shall consult with the Parks Department with regard to this matter.

Reason: No buildings, structures or trees shall be constructed within the wayleaves of arterial watermains crossing the site.

	12. 
	Prior to the commencement of any development on the site, the applicant shall carry out trial holes (under the supervision of staff from Dublin City Council), in order to verify the horizontal and vertical alignment of the arterial watermains within the development site. The applicant shall then submit this information to the Water Division - Dublin City Council and take whatever measures deemed necessary by the Water Division to protect these watermains.

Reason: In the interests of public health and in order to ensure adeqaute drainage facilities.

	13. 
	Prior to the commencement of any development on the site, the applicant shall submit details of proposed underground utilities in the vicinity of the watermains and shall consult the Water Division - Dublin City Council to ensure compliance with its requirements in relation to clearances and the protection of the watermains in these areas.  In general, no manhole or other underground service shall be located within five metres of the mains.  Any pipe crossing the mains should do so at right angles and shall be located midway between the watermain joints with a minimum vertical clearance of 500mm between the pipe and the watermains.  Any foul sewer pipeline crossing over the watermains shall be constructed in an approved unjointed pipe within the wayleave area.  Any surface water pipes crossing over a watermain should be a minimum of five metres long centred on the watermain. The written approval of the Water Division - Dublin City Council for these proposed crossings shall be obtained before construction commences on site.  At the construction stage these areas shall not be backfilled until the Water Division has approved the works.

Reason: In the interests of public health and in order to ensure adequate drainage provision.

	14. 
	The existing ground level over the watermains shall not be altered without prior written agreement from the Water Division - Dublin City Council.

Reason: In the interests of public health and in order to ensure adequate drainage provision.

	15. 
	The design of the boundary wall and railing shall be agreed with the Water Division - Dublin City Council, before construction commences on site with respect to the bridging detail over the watermains.

Reason: In the interests of public health and in order to ensure adequate drainage provision.

	16. 
	The arterial watermains within the site shall be fenced off over their entire length across the site except for agreed specially constructed crossing point(s).  These shall be agreed with the Water Division - Dublin City Council, before construction commences on site and construction traffic shall only cross the watermains at these point(s).

Reason: In the interests of public health and in order to ensure adequate drainage provision.

	17. 
	No construction shall take place on the site until a Method Statement covering the above conditions has been submitted to the Planning Authority for the approval of Dublin City Council.

Reason: In the interests of public health and in order to ensure adequate drainage provision.

	18. 
	With regard to water provision, the applicant shall comply with the following requirements of South Dublin County Council:

(a) If the proposed development is implemented before completion of the Boherboy Water Supply Scheme, applicant may be required to lay part of the Boherboy water main within applicant's site boundary. Prior to commencement of any development on the site, the applicant shall consult with the Environmental Services Department to agree water main details.

(b) Prior to commencement of any development on the site, the applicant shall consult with the Water Network Management Engineer, Deansrath Depot, to agree suitable connections and water metering requirements for development. These shall include installation of suitable electromagnetic flow-meters and telemetry systems.

(c) Buildings of 3 storeys or more shall require balancing tanks and booster pumps on rising main to top storey units to ensure adequate pressure to top storey units.

(d) Full 24hour water storage shall be provided for the development.

(e) For multiple occupancy buildings the service manifold for each separate unit shall be located outside the building at an accessible location agreed by the Water Maintenance Engineer Deansrath Depot (Ph 01-4570 784)

(f) The water supply to any non-domestic units, the restaurant,  shall be commercially metered. 

(g) The connection to and tapping of public watermains shall be carried out by South Dublin County Council personnel at the applicant's prior expense.

(h) All water works shall comply with South Dublin County Council's 'Specification for the Laying of Water mains'.

Reason: In the interests of public health and in order to ensure adequate drainage provision.

	19. 
	The applicant shall submit design proposals for the bin and cycle storage facilities associated with the residential and commercial elements of the scheme, including ventilation and water supply proposals.

Reason: In order to ensure that the site is adequately serviced and in the interests of orderly development.

	20. 
	The applicant/developer shall provide facilities for the collection of domestic recyclable waste, details of which shall be agreed in writing with the Planning Authority prior to the commencement of development.

Reason: In order to ensure that the site is adequately serviced.

	21. 
	(a)The applicant shall ensure that suitable facilities for vehicle cleansing and wheel washing, to the satisfaction of the Area Engineer, are provided on site prior to commencing of earthworks.

(b)  The applicant shall ensure that adequate on-site car parking facilities, to the satisfaction of South Dublin County Council, are made available for site workers during the course of construction.

(c)  The applicant shall maintain all footpaths and roads affected by the development works in a safe and tidy condition to the satisfaction of the Area Engineer.

Reason:  In the interest of the amenity, safety and maintenance of adjoining roads and footpaths.

	22. 
	(a) Clearly audible and impulsive tones at noise sensitive locations during evening and night shall be avoided irrespective of the noise level. 

(b) Noise due to the normal operation of the proposed development, expressed as Laeq over 15 minutes in a noise sensitive location, shall not exceed the background level for the night time. 

(c) Noise due to the normal operation of the proposed development, expressed as Laeq over 1 hour at the façade of a noise sensitive location, shall not exceed the daytime background level by more than 10 d B (A). 

Reason: In the interest of public health.

	23. 
	No heavy equipment/machinery (to include pneumatic drills, construction vehicles, generators, etc.) shall be operated on or adjacent to the site before 8.00 hours on weekdays and 9.00 hours on Saturdays nor after 18.00 hours on weekdays and 13.00 hours on Saturdays, nor at any time on Sundays, Bank Holidays or Public Holidays.

Reason:  In the interest of public health.

	24. 
	During the construction/demolition phase of the development, Best Practicable Means shall be employed to minimise air blown dust being emitted from the site.  This shall include covering skips and slack-heaps, netting of scaffolding, daily washing down of pavements or other public areas, and any other precautions necessary to prevent dust nuisances.  The applicant/developer shall comply with British Standard B.S. 5228 Noise Control on Construction and Open sites and British Standard B.S. 6187 Code of Practice for demolition.

Reason:  In the interest of public health.

	25. 
	The applicant/developer shall construct and maintain to the Council's standard for taking in charge all the roads, including footpaths, verges, public lighting, open space, sewers, watermains or drains, forming part of the development, until taken in charge by the Council. 

Reason: In the interest of the proper planning and development of the area.

	26. 
	Prior to the commencement of development the applicant/developer shall submit to the Naming and Numbering section of the Planning Department a street naming and dwelling/unit numbering scheme for the written agreement of the Planning Authority. The development name should reflect the local and historical context of the approved development and comply with the guidelines on naming and numbering of the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government and preferably makes reference to the use of the Irish language and have regard to the Guidelines issued by the Place names Commission (An Coimisiún Logainmneacha). 

Reason: In the interest of the proper planning and development of the area.

	27. 
	No dwelling unit shall be occupied until all the services (drainage, water supply, public lighting and roads) have been completed thereto and are operational. 

Reason: In the interest of the proper planning and development of the area.

	28. 
	Each proposed unit shall be used as a single dwelling unit.

Reason: To prevent unauthorised development.

	29. 
	All public services to the proposed development, including electrical, telephone cables and equipment shall be located underground throughout the entire site.

Reason: In the interest of amenity.

	30. 
	All necessary measures shall be taken by the contractor to prevent the spillage or deposit of clay, rubble or other debris on adjoining roads during the course of the works.

Reason: To protect the amenities of the area.

	31. 
	The applicant/developer shall employ a qualified archaeologist licensed to carry out Archaeological Monitoring of all sub-surface works carried out within the proposed development site. This will include the archaeolgical monitoring of the removal of topsoil, the excavation of trenches for foundations, services, access roadway, etc. associated with the proposed development.

Reason: To facilitate the recording and protection of any items of archaeological significance that the site may possess.

	32. 
	Should archaeological material be discovered during the course of Archaeological Monitoring, the applicant shall facilitate the archaeologist in fully recording the material. The applicant shall also be prepared to be advised by the Department with regard to the appropriate course of action, should archaeological material be discovered. 

Reason: To facilitate the recording and protection of any items of archaeological significance that the site may possess.

	33. 
	The archaeologist shall prepare and submit a report, describing the result of the Archaeological Monitoring, to the Local Authority and the Development Application Unit of the Department of Environment, Heritage and Local Government within six weeks following completion of Archaeological Monitoring.  

Reason: To facilitate the recording and protection of any items of archaeological significance that the site may possess.

	34. 
	The applicant shall pay a financial contribution of €5,000 per residential unit to facilitate the development of the three hectares proposed for ceding to South Dublin County Council.

Reason: In the interests of the proper planning and sustainable development of the area.

	35. 
	No advertising sign(s) or structure(s) shall be erected except those, which are exempted development, without the prior approval of the Planning Authority or An Bord Pleanala on appeal. 

Reason: In the interest of the proper planning and development of the area.

	36. 
	Full details including samples of all proposed elevation finishes shall be submitted to and agreed in writing with the Planning Authority prior to the commencement of development on site.

Reason: In the interests of residential amenity

	37. 
	The developer shall pay the sum of €535,304.97 (five hundred and thirty five thousand three hundred and four euro ninety seven cent) (updated at the time of payment in accordance with changes in the Tender Price Index) to South Dublin County Council as a contribution towards expenditure in respect of public infrastructure and facilities benefiting development in the area of the planning authority and that is provided, or that it is intended will be provided, by or on behalf of the County Council as provided for in the Contribution Scheme for the County made by the Council.  This contribution to be paid before the commencement of development on the site.

Reason:  The provision of such facilities will facilitate the proposed development.  It is considered reasonable that the payment of a contribution be required, in respect of public infrastructure and facilities benefiting development in the area of the planning authority and that is provided, or that is intended will be provided, by or on behalf of the Local Authority.

	38. 
	The applicant/developer shall provide the following:

· A 1.5 metre wide grass verge and 1,5 metre wide bitumen macadam cycleway and 1.8 wide grass verge along the Bohernabreena Road frontage of site.

· Dished tactile surface crossovers at pedestrian crossing points.

· Relocation of Advance Direction Sign (M50/R113/R114) on Bohernabreena Road to be with the agreement of the Traffic Section at applicants own expense.

Reason: In the interests of traffic safety and the proposed planning and development of the site.



	39. 
	Prior to commencement of development, the 3 hectares shown as park land on drawing 102 submitted on 23 September 2005 shall be ceded free of charge to the planning authority, as stated in the letter received from the applicants agent on that date. 

Reason: To facilitate development of the Dodder valley linear park




RESOLUTION

It is necessary for the passing of a resolution deciding to grant planning permission for a development which would materially contravene the County Development Plan that the number of members of the Council voting in favour of the resolution be not less than three quarters of the total number of members of the Council (fractions being disregarded).  In the case of this Council the number required to vote in favour of the resolution must not be less than 19.

It is recommended that in the interests of the proper planning and sustainable development of the area that the following resolution be passed in accordance with Section 34 (6)(a) (iv) of the Planning and Development Act 2000:-

“That a decision be made to grant planning permission in respect of the application for planning permission Reg. Ref. SD05A/0806 for (1) Ceding approximately 3 hectares fronting onto Kiltipper Road to South Dublin County Council for future development of a public park;  (2) a residential development of forty units in six blocks, varying in height from one to three storeys, fronting onto Bohernabreena Road:  two of these blocks will also contain basement level storage and parking for a total of 42 cars;  further surface level parking will be provided for 20 cars;  (3) a two storey building in the existing car park of the Old Mill Pub fronting onto Old Bawn Road - it is to contain two restaurants at ground floor level (500 sq.m.), with terraces facing the new park and office space at first floor level (533 sq.m.);  (4) the replacement of existing parking spaces lost to the new building to the southwest side of the Old Mill Pub. The proposed development has been amended by Additional Information received 10-Feb-2006 as follows: Omission of block B and revised site layout for the 40 no. residential units, at a Site southwest of Old Mill Pub, Old Bawn, Tallaght, Dublin 24, for Contorus Limited. as a material contravention of the South Dublin County Council Development Plan 2004-2010 subject to the conditions as set out in the report of the County Manager.”
Appendix 1 – Request for Additional Information
1. The applicant is advised that the proposed development would infringe upon two significant watermains on the site, and is therefore unacceptable. The applicant is requested to submit revised plans showing the exact route of the existing Dublin City Council watermains and the proposed Boherboy Water Supply watermains crossing the site. The applicant is requested to revise the layout of the proposed development to ensure that the proposed development would not be within the permanent wayleave areas. 

 
2. The applicant is requested to carry out trial holes (under the supervision of staff from the Water Division of Dublin City Council), in order to verify the horizontal and vertical alignment of the arterial watermains within the development site. The applicant shall outline measures to ensure the protection of said watermains. The applicant shall submit same for the approval of the Planning Authority. 

3. With regard to water provision, the applicant is requested to submit a watermain layout for the proposed development. This shall clearly show pipe sizes, pipe class, pipe route, location of all valves and hydrants as well as the proposed connection to the public watermain. The new watermain shall be looped or interconnected, to facilitate self- cleansing, rather than terminating in duckfoot hydrants. No part of any building shall be more than 46m from the nearest fire hydrant. 

4. No foul drainage information has been submitted with this application. The applicant is requested to submit foul water drainage plans for the proposed development showing the location of all proposed drains, sewers, pipe sizes, gradients, manhole cover and invert levels within the site boundary, up to and including connection to the existing public sewer. 

5. No surface water drainage information has been submitted with this application. The applicant is requested to submit surface water drainage plans for the proposed development, including basements, showing the location of all proposed drains, sewers, pipe sizes, gradients, manhole cover and invert levels within the site boundary, up to and including proposed point of final disposal.

6. The applicant is requested to submit details of proposed underground utilities in the vicinty of such aforementioned watermains, and shall consult with the Water Division of Dublin City Council and the Environmental Services of South Dublin County Council, to ensure compliance with requirements in relation to clearances and the protection of such watermains. The applicant is advised that, in general, no manhole or other underground service should be located within five metres of either of the watermains traversing the site. Any foul sewer pipe crossing the pipes should do so at right angles and should be constructed in an approved unjointed pipe across the full width of the wayleave. The applicant shall submit  revised drawings of same for the agreement of the Planning Authority. 

7. The applicant has not outlined internal access doors to first floor bedrooms of Apartment One of Blocks B and C. These apartments have fenestration proposals on the northern elevation of the blocks. The applicant is requested to submit revised drawings for the agreement of the Planning Authority, outlining internal access doors to said apartments. 

8. The applicant is requested to submit to the Planning Authority, for the agreement of the Parks Department, a detailed landscape plan with full works specification (including timescale for implementation), maintenance programme for a period of at least eighteen months and bill of quantities for the development of the open space immediately surrounding the residential development.  This plan to include grading, top-soiling, seeding, paths, seating, drainage, boundary treatment, planting and tree planting as necessary.  These works to be in accordance with South Dublin County Council's Guidelines for Open Space Development & Taking in Charge available from the Parks and Landscape Services Department. 

9. The applicant is requested to submit to the Planning Authority, for the agreement of the Parks Department, a detailed landscape plan with full works specification (including timescale for implementation), maintenance programme for a period of at least eighteen months and bill of quantities for the development of the open space immediately surrounding the proposed restaurant building and the car park.  This plan to include grading, top-soiling, seeding, paths, seating, drainage, boundary treatment, planting and tree planting as necessary.  These works to be in accordance with South Dublin County Council's Guidelines for Open Space Development & Taking in Charge available from the Parks and Landscape Services Department. 

10. The applicant is requested to submit to the Planning Authority, for the agreement of the Parks Department, a revised site layout plan to show pedestrian access gates to be provided into the area to be ceded for the development of a park at the following locations: : the Old Mill Pub Car Park; the proposed residential development; the area to the east of River Dodder off Old Bawn Road; the area west of river Dodder off Old Bawn Road; opposite the junction at Riverview. 

11. The applicant is requested  to submit to the Planning Authority, for the agreement of the Parks Department, a detailed tree survey. This should indicate the location, species, age, condition, crown spread and height of trees/hedges/scrub. Information should be given on the proposals for removal/retention of these trees and measures proposed to protect them during the course of the development. 

12. The applicant is requested to submit to the Planning Authority, for the agreement of the Parks Authority, details of proposed boundary treatments of the residential scheme and for the area to be ceded for the development of the future park. 

13. The applicant has not outlined private amenity space, for Apartment 3, Block B and Apartment 3, Block C. This is considered unacceptable and not in compliance with Development Plan standards. The applicant is requested to revise the design of Blocks B and C, to allow for private amenity space in the form of private terraces to aforementioned units. The applicant is requested to submit revised drawings of same for the agreement of the Planning Authority.


14. The applicant is requested to submit proposals to ensure avoidance of overlooking from Block F onto ground floor terraces of block E. 

15. The applicant is requested to provide details of bin storage and cycling storage facilities for the proposed development - both residential and commercial elements. The applicant is also requested to submit design proposals for such facilities, including ventilation and water supply proposals. The applicant is requested to submit associated drawings of same for the agreement of the Planning Authority. 

16. The applicant is requested to submit photomontages of the proposed development when viewed from the Old Bawn Road and also from the new park area (Kiltipper Road).” 

A discussion took place with contributions from Councillors C. Jones, G. O’Connell, J. Neville, K. Warren, F. McCarthy, J. Hannon, C. Keane, M. Daly, J. Daly and E. Maloney.          .
Mr. T. Doherty responded to the Members and indicated that not less than ¾ of total number of members would be required to vote in favour of the proposal in order to put into effect the material contravention.

It was proposed by Councillor T. Ridge, seconded by Councillor K. Warren that the following resolution be passed in accordance with Section 34 (6)(a) (iv) of the Planning and Development Act 2000 and it was AGREED that a roll call vote be taken.
 “That a decision be made to grant planning permission in respect of the application for planning permission Reg. Ref. SD05A/0806 for (1) Ceding approximately 3 hectares fronting onto Kiltipper Road to South Dublin County Council for future development of a public park;  (2) a residential development of forty units in six blocks, varying in height from one to three storeys, fronting onto Bohernabreena Road:  two of these blocks will also contain basement level storage and parking for a total of 42 cars;  further surface level parking will be provided for 20 cars;  (3) a two storey building in the existing car park of the Old Mill Pub fronting onto Old Bawn Road - it is to contain two restaurants at ground floor level (500 sq.m.), with terraces facing the new park and office space at first floor level (533 sq.m.);  (4) the replacement of existing parking spaces lost to the new building to the southwest side of the Old Mill Pub. The proposed development has been amended by Additional Information received 10-Feb-2006 as follows: Omission of block B and revised site layout for the 40 no. residential units, at a Site southwest of Old Mill Pub, Old Bawn, Tallaght, Dublin 24, for Contorus Limited. as a material contravention of the South Dublin County Council Development Plan 2004-2010 subject to the conditions as set out in the report of the County Manager.”
The result of the roll call vote was as follows:

FOR: 14 (FOURTEEN)
The following Councillors voted FOR: 
Councillors M. Ardagh, G. Cullen, J. Daly, M. Daly, T. Gilligan, J. Hannon, C. Keane, C. King, J. Lahart, S. Laing, J. Neville, S. O’Connor, T. Ridge, K. Warren.

AGAINST: 10 (TEN)
The following Councillors voted AGAINST:   
Councillors M. Corr, C. Jones, D. Keating, E. Maloney, F. McCarthy, T. McDermott, G. O’Connell, E. Tuffy, E. Walsh, A. White.

Mr. T. Doherty indicated that as the number in favour of the proposal was less than 19 the planning permission could not be granted.

(C/0225/06)
TERENURE/RATHFARNHAM AREA COMMITTEE (1) - 7TH MARCH2006
DEALING WITH ROADS, PLANNING, DEVELOPMENT AND CORPORATE SERVICES
It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.
(C/0226/06)
TERENURE/RATHFARNHAM AREA COMMITTEE (2) - 7TH MARCH 2006
DEALING WITH COMMUNITY (1 REPORT - GRANTS), PARKS, ENVIRONMENT AND HOUSING
Community Business

The report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“Application for Grants 

Application for grants under the Council’s Community Grants Scheme has been received from the organisations listed below. Payment of these grants to these organisations, in accordance with the conditions of the Scheme, in the amounts set out hereunder, is recommended for approval:-

	Ref:
	Group

	Type of Application


	Date of Application
	Amount



	SCRA 1447/ GF 1378
	Viking Swimmers,

43 Clareville Road,

Harolds Cross,

Dublin 6W.
	Equipment Grant
	01/02/06
	3,000

	SCRA 1447/ GF 1392
	Viking Swimmers,

43 Clareville Road,

Harolds Cross,

Dublin 6W.
	Volunteer Training Grant
	01/02/06
	750


It was proposed by Councillor A. White and seconded by Councillor J.Lahart and RESOLVED:

“That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council APPROVE payment of the grants recommended in the foregoing report.”

It was proposed by Councillor S. Laing, seconded by Councillor T. McDermott 
and RESOLVED:
“That the recommendations contained in the report of the South Dublin County Council Terenure/Rathfarnham Area Committee (2) 7th March 2006 – Community Department be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”

(C/0227/06) 
TERENURE/RATHFARNHAM AREA COMMITTEE (1) - 4TH APRIL 2006
DEALING WITH ROADS, PLANNING, DEVELOPMENT AND CORPORATE SERVICES (1 REPORT - CHANGE OF STREET NAME)
Corporate Services Business:

The report by the Manager, which had been circulated was CONSIDERED:

“The following report was presented at the Terenure/Rathfarnham Area Committee Meeting (1) held on 4th April 2006:

“An application has been submitted on behalf of the residents of 83 and 84 Glenbrook Park, Rathfarnham to change that part of the street name to 54 and 52 Butterfield Orchard, respectively.

The Council may recommend that the procedure for the taking of a statutory plebiscite to change the name of 83 and 84, Glenbrook Park, Rathfarnham to 54 and 52 Butterfield Orchard be initiated.  

A map is available at the meeting showing the location of the 2 houses in question and the reason for the application for the change relates directly to the location of these two houses beyond the junction at Fairbrook Lawn / Glenbrook Park.

This procedure is required by Regulations under the Local Government Acts 1946 and 1994 and is a reserved function of the Council.  

If approved today the matter will go by way of report to the next meeting of the Council.”

Following discussion it was AGREED to initiate the procedure for the taking of a statutory plebiscite to change the name of 83 and 84, Glenbrook Park, Rathfarnham to 54 and 52 Butterfield Orchard.

The matter is now before the Members for their approval.”
It was proposed by Councillor S. Laing , seconded by Councillor T. McDermott and RESOLVED:
“That the recommendations contained in the report of the South Dublin County Council Terenure/Rathfarnham Area Committee (1) 4th April 2006 – Corporate Services Department be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”

(C/0228/06)
TALLAGHT AREA COMMITTEE (1) - 20TH MARCH 2006 
DEALING WITH ENVIRONMENT, PARKS, COMMUNITY (1 REPORT - GRANTS) AND HOUSING
Community Business:

The report by the Manager, which had been circulated was CONSIDERED:

“Application for Grants

Application for  grants  under the Council’s Community Grants Scheme has been received from the organisations listed below. Payment of these grants to these organisations, in accordance with the conditions of the Scheme, in the amounts set out hereunder, is recommended for approval:-

	Ref:
	Group

	Type of Application


	Date of Application
	Amount



	SCRA 1665/ GF 1371
	St. Anne’s GAA Club,

Bohernabreena,

Dublin 24.
	Single Interest Grant towards the building of an indoor sports hall.
	19/12/05
	€25,000

	SCRA 907/ GF 1380
	St. Patrick’s Day Parade, 

94 Drumcairn Avenue,

Tallaght,

Dublin 24.


	Community Activity Event with a Countywide Interest towards the cost of running St. Patrick’s Day Parade.
	06/02/06
	€3,000


	Ref:
	Group

	Type of Application


	Date of Application
	Amount



	SCRA 1612/ GF 1383
	Lughnasa Olympic Handball Club,

1 Tamarisk Court,

Kilnamanagh,

Dublin 24.


	Equipment grant towards the purchase of goal posts, benches, scoreboard etc.
	14/02/06
	€3,000

	SCRA 1666/ GF 1373
	Olympian Gymnastics Club,

8 Greenfield Park,

Firhouse,

Dublin 24.


	Countywide Community Activity Event with a Countywide Interest
	22/12/05
	€3,000


A Contribution is being made to the following groups:-

	Ref:
	Group

	Type of Application


	Date of Application
	Amount



	
	St. Anne’s Baton Twirlers,

9 Drumcairn Park,

Fettercairn,

Tallaght,

Dublin 24.
	Contribution towards the cost of a trip to Slovenia
	30/01/06
	€1,000


Application for Grants (Arts Act 2003)

Application for a grant under the Council’s Arts Grants Scheme has been received from the organisation listed below.  Payment of this  grants to this organisation, in accordance with the conditions of the Scheme, in the amount set out hereunder, is recommended for approval:-

	Ref:
	Group

	Type of Application


	Date of Application
	Amount

€

	SCRA 120 AGF 519
	Tallaght Choral Society

27 Brompton Court

Castleknock

Dublin 15
	Arts Grant for two choral concerts 1 in Dublin 1 in Liverpool in May & June 06
	13/2/06
	600


It was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney, seconded by Councillor J. Neville and RESOLVED:

“That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council approve payment of the above grants as recommended in the foregoing report”.

It was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney, seconded by Councillor K. Warren    and RESOLVED:
“That the recommendations contained in the report of the South Dublin County Council Tallaght Area Committee (1) 20th March 2006 – Community Department be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”

(C/0229/06)
TALLAGHT AREA COMMITTEE (2) - 27TH MARCH 2006
DEALING WITH ROADS , PLANNING (1 REPORT - TALLAGHT TOWN CENTRE MASTERPLAN), DEVELOPMENT AND  CORPORATE SERVICES (1 REPORT – CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL)
a) Planning Business
The report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:
“Proposed Draft Tallaght Town Centre – Masterplan (Local Area Plan) 

A presentation on the proposed draft masterplan was made to the Tallaght Area Committee (2) on 27 March 2006.  

At that meeting the draft Local Area Plan for Tallaght Town Centre was noted and recommended to the meeting of the County Council on 10 April 2006 that the statutory draft Local Area Plan Process be initiated.  

Specific Local Objective No. 70 of the County Development Plan 2004-10 is to “Prepare a masterplan to guide the future development of Tallaght Town Centre as the County Town, and facilitate the development of the extended town centre. The Plan shall provide for the development of new streets and civic spaces and a park, and a range of people intensive uses appropriate to a town centre (including retail, commercial, residential, recreational, community and cultural activities) based on high quality urban design.  The plan to set out phasing/ sequencing and implementation methods, including relocation of existing uses, and to be prepared prior to town centre development being permitted in the area rezoned for town centre uses.”
A draft Masterplan has been prepared for Tallaght Town Centre in accordance with Specific Local Objective No. 70 of the County Development Plan 2004-10.  

Further to Section 20 of the Planning and Development Act 2000, the Planning Authority must give notice of public display of the proposed draft local area plan, during which time submissions or observations in respect of the proposed local area plan may be made by any interested party. The County Manager must then prepare a report, with recommendations, in respect of the submissions or observations received.  The Planning Authority may then determine the Local Area Plan.

Timetable for the Local Area Plan Process

· Planning Authority gives notice of proposed draft Plan: Mid-April 2006

· Minimum six week public display period: Mid-April-end May 2006

· Manager’s Report on submissions received during the public display period: June 2006

· Planning Authority determination of proposed draft Local Area Plan: July 2006”
It was proposed by Councillor T. Ridge, seconded by Councillor E. Maloney and RESOLVED:
“That the recommendations contained in the report of the South Dublin County Council Tallaght Area Committee (2) 27th March 2006 – Planning Department be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”

b) Corporate Services Business
The report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“At the Tallaght Area Committee Meeting held on 27th March 2006 the following motion was considered.

“It was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney, seconded by Councillor C. King:

“That the Councillors representing the district of Tallaght fully support the submission by the Board of Tallaght Hospital to the HSE to have the proposed new Children's Hospital situated at the Tallaght Hospital site and that this motion, if passed, be forwarded to the April Council meeting to seek the support of all Councillors on South Dublin County Council.”

REPORT:

If the motion is passed the matter will be brought to the next meeting of the Council and if approved the terms will be forwarded to the Board of Tallaght Hospital and the Health Services Executive for their attention.”

Following discussion, the Motion was passed unanimously.

The matter is now before the Members for their consideration.”
It was proposed by Councillor  T. Ridge, seconded by Councillor T. Gilligan and RESOLVED:
“That the recommendations contained in the report of the South Dublin County Council Tallaght Area Committee (2) 27th March 2006 – Corporate Services Department be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”

(C/0230/06) 
LUCAN/CLONDALKIN AREA COMMMITTEE(1) - 21ST MARCH 2006 
DEALING WITH DEVELOPMENT, PLANNING, CORPORATE SERVICES AND ROADS
It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.
(C/0231/06) 
LUCAN /CLONDALKIN AREA COMMITTEE (2) - 28TH MARCH 2006
DEALING WITH ENVIRONMENT, PARKS, COMMUNITY (1 REPORT - GRANTS)  AND HOUSING 
The report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

Application for Grants

Applications for grants under the Council’s Community Grants Scheme have been received from the organisations listed below. Payment of these grants to these organisations, in accordance with the conditions of the scheme, in the amounts set out hereunder, is recommended for approval:-

	Ref:
	Group

	Type of Application


	Date of Application
	Amount



	SCRA 1542/ GF 1384
	Bawnogue Community Centre,

Clondalkin,

Dublin 22.
	Upgrading of existing community centre towards the repair of roof.
	08/02/06
	€3,910

	SCRA 1679/ GF 1388
	Clondalkin Village Community Games,

51 Monastery Drive,

Clondalkin,

Dublin 22.
	Community Activity Including Sporting Activity
	13/02/06
	€500

	SCRA 1390/ GF 1699
	Dunawley Residents Association,

16 Dunawley Grove,

Clondalkin,

Dublin 22.


	Environmental Improvements
	17/02/06
	€700


Contributions are being made to the following groups:-

	Ref:
	Group

	Type of Application


	Date of Application
	Amount



	
	Choir Festival,

Lucan Community College,

Lucan,

Co. Dublin.
	Contribution towards the cost of attending a choir festival in Germany.
	15/03/06
	€2,200

	SCRA 1678 AGF 518
	Interface

Gino Kenny

62 Cherrywood Avenue

Clondalkin

Dublin 22
	Arts Contribution
	25/01/06
	€300


It was proposed by Councillor Fintan McCarthy, seconded by Councillor Eamonn Tuffy and RESOLVED:

“That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council approve payment of the above grants and contributions, as recommended in the foregoing Report.” 

It was proposed by Councillor T. Ridge, seconded by Councillor  F. McCarthy and RESOLVED:
“That the recommendations contained in the report of the South Dublin County Council Lucan/Clondalkin Area Committee (2) 28th March 2006 – Community Department be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”

(C/0232/06)
STANDING COMMITTEES - ORGANISATION, PROCEDURE AND FINANCE COMMITTEE, 30TH MARCH 2006
a) Calendar of Meeting Dates

The report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:
“At the Organisation, Procedure and Finance Committee Meeting held on 30th March 2006 the following Draft Calendar of Meeting Dates was presented to the Members for Approval.

DRAFT CALENDAR OF MEETING DATES

1st May – 30th June 2006

	DATE
	MEETING/FUNCTION
	STARTING TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 1st May
	Bank Holiday
	
	

	Tues. 2nd May
	Terenure/Rathfarnham Area Committee (1)

Roads, Planning, Development & Corporate Services


	3.30p.m. – 5.30p.m.
	18/04/06

Business to SEO Roads & Traffic Department

*(For planning files see below)



	Wed. 3rd May
	Environment Strategic Policy Committee
	5.30 p.m. – 7.00 p.m.
	29/03/06

Business to Director of Environmental Services

	Thurs. 4th May
	Housing and Social Development Strategic Policy Committee
	5.30 p.m. – 7.00 p.m.
	30/03/06

Business to Director of Housing

	Fri. 5th May
	
	 
	


* Planning file requests to be received by 26/04/06
	DATE
	MEETING/FUNCTION
	STARTING TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 8th May


	Corporate Policy Group

County Council Meeting
	12.30 p.m.–2.00 p.m.

3.30 p.m. – 6.30 p.m.
	24/04/06

Business to SEO Corporate Services

	Tues. 9th May
	Terenure/Rathfarnham Area Committee (2)

Community, Parks, Environment & Housing
	3.30p.m. – 5.30 p.m.
	25/04/06

Business to SEO Roads & Traffic Department

	Wed. 10th May
	Sports, Recreation, Community Development Strategic Policy Committee
	5.30 p.m. – 7.00 p.m.
	05/04/06

Business to Director of Community Services

	Thurs. 11th May
	Transport Strategic Policy Committee
	5.30 p.m. – 7.00 p.m.
	06/04/06

Business to Director of Transportation

	Fri. 12th  May
	
	
	


	DATE
	MEETING/FUNCTION
	STARTING TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 15th May
	Tallaght Area Committee (1)

Environment, Parks, Community & Housing
	3.30 p.m. – 5.30 p.m.
	02/05/06

Business to SEO Housing Department

	Tues. 16th May


	Lucan/Clondalkin Area Committee (1)

Development, Planning, Corporate Services & Roads
	3.30 p.m. – 5.30 p.m.
	03/05/06

Business to SEO Planning Department

*(For planning files see below)

	Wed. 17th May
	Economic Development (Planning & Development) Strategic Policy Committee
	5.30 p.m. – 7.00 p.m.
	12/04/06

Business to Director of Economic Development

	Thurs. 18th May
	Traffic Management Meeting

Organisation, Procedure and Finance Committee (In Committee)
	1.15 p.m. – 3.30 p.m.

3.30 p.m. – 6.00 p.m.
	05/05/06

Business to SEO Corporate Services

	Fri. 19th May
	
	
	


* Planning file requests to be received by 10/04/06
	DATE
	MEETING/FUNCTION
	STARTING TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 22nd May
	Tallaght Area Committee (2)

Roads, Planning, Development & Corporate Services
	3.30 p.m. –5.30 p.m.
	09/05/06

Business to SEO Housing Department

*(For planning files see below)

	Tues. 23rd May
	Lucan/Clondalkin Area Committee (2)

Environment, Parks, Community & Housing


	3.30 p.m. – 5.30 p.m.
	10/05/06

Business to SEO Planning Department

	Wed. 24th May
	Deputations


	2.00 p.m. – 6.00 p.m.
	

	Thurs. 25th May
	Arts, Culture, Gaeilge, Education & Libraries Strategic Policy Committee
	5.30 p.m. – 7.00 p.m.
	24/04/06

Business to Director of Community Services.

	Fri. 26th May
	
	
	


*Planning file requests to be received by 16/05/06

	DATE
	MEETING/FUNCTION
	STARTING TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 29th May
	
	
	

	Tues. 30th May
	
	
	

	Wed. 31st May
	
	
	

	Thurs. 1st June
	
	
	

	Fri. 2nd June
	
	
	


	DATE
	MEETING/FUNCTION
	STARTING TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 5th June
	Bank Holiday
	
	

	Tues. 6th June
	Terenure/Rathfarnham Area Committee (1)

Roads, Planning, Development & Corporate Services
	3.30 p.m. – 5.30 p.m.
	23/05/06

Business to SEO Roads & Traffic Department

*(For planning files see below)


	Wed. 7th June
	
	
	

	Thurs. 8th June
	
	
	

	Fri. 9th June
	
	
	


*Planning file requests to be received by 31/05/06
	DATE
	MEETING/FUNCTION
	STARTING TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 12th June
	Corporate Policy Group

County Council Meeting
	12.30 p.m.–2.00 p.m.

3.30 p.m. – 6.30 p.m.
	29/05/06

Business to SEO Corporate Services

	Tues. 13th June
	Terenure/Rathfarnham Area Committee (2)

Community, Parks, Environment & Housing
	3.30p.m. – 5.30 p.m.
	30/05/06

Business to SEO Roads & Traffic Department

	Wed. 14th June
	
	
	

	Thurs. 15th June
	
	
	

	Fri. 16th June
	
	
	

	

	DATE
	MEETING/FUNCTION
	STARTING TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 19th June
	Tallaght Area Committee (1)

Environment, Parks, Community & Housing
	3.30 p.m. –5.30 p.m.
	06/06/06

Business to SEO Housing Department

	Tues. 20th June
	Lucan/Clondalkin Area Committee (1)

Development, Planning, Corporate Services & Roads
	3.30 p.m. – 5.30 p.m.
	07/06/06

Business to SEO Planning Department

*(For planning files see below)

	Wed.  21st June
	
	
	

	Thurs. 22nd June
	
	
	

	Fri. 23rd June
	
	
	


*Planning file requests to be received by 14/06/06
	DATE
	MEETING/FUNCTION
	STARTING TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 26th June
	Tallaght Area Committee (2)

Roads, Planning, Development & Corporate Services
	3.30 p.m. –5.30 p.m.
	13/06/06

Business to SEO Housing Department

*(For planning files see below)

	Tues. 27th June
	Lucan/Clondalkin Area Committee (2)

Environment, Parks, Community & Housing
	3.30 p.m. – 5.30 p.m.
	14/06/06

Business to SEO Planning Department

	Wed.  28th June
	Deputations


	2.00 p.m. – 6.00 p.m.


	

	Thurs. 29th June
	
	
	

	Fri. 30th June
	Annual Meeting
	3.30 p.m. 
	


*Planning file requests to be received by 20/06/06 

The Calendar is now before the Members for approval.”
The Calendar of Meeting Dates was APPROVED.

b) Filling of Vacancies on Strategic Policy Committees and other Bodies following resignation of Councillor C. Tyndall

The report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“The following report was presented to the Members at the Organisation, Procedure and Finance Committee meeting held on 30th March 2006.

“At the Council meeting held on 13th March 2006 Councillor Gerard Cullen was co-opted to replace Councillor Colm Tyndall.

The co-option of the new member resulted in vacancies arising on the statutory bodies on which the former member had served.  Details of same are set out hereunder:

Vacancies arising on the resignation of Councillor C. Tyndall

(a)
Lucan/Clondalkin Area Committee

(b) 
Transportation Strategic Policy Committee

(c) 
Environment Strategic Policy Committee

(d) 
Arts, Culture, Gaeilge, Education and Libraries Strategic Policy Committee

(e) 
Sports, Recreation, Community Development Strategic Policy Committee

(f)
Dublin Regional Authority

(g)
Irish Public Bodies Mutual Insurances Ltd

(h)
Liffey Valley Management Advisory Committee

(i)
Southern and Eastern Regional Assembly

It is a matter for the Council to appoint a replacement for Councillor C. Tyndall to each of the above positions.

This is now before the Members for consideration.”

Following discussion to which Councillors C. Keane and G. Cullen contributed the following nominations were AGREED:

Lucan/Clondalkin Area Committee

It was proposed by Councillor C. Keane, seconded by Councillor T. Ridge that:

“Councillor G. Cullen fill the vacancy on the Lucan/Clondalkin Area Committee following the resignation of Councillor C. Tyndall.”

Transportation Strategic Policy Committee

It was proposed by Councillor C. Keane, seconded by Councillor T. Ridge that :

“Councillor G. Cullen fill the vacancy on the Transportation Strategic Policy Committee following the resignation of Councillor C. Tyndall.”

Arts, Culture, Gaeilge, Education and Libraries Strategic Policy Committee

It was proposed by Councillor C. Keane, seconded by T. Ridge that:

“Councillor G. Cullen fill the vacancy on the Arts, Culture, Gaeilge, Education and Libraries Strategic Policy Committee following the resignation of Councillor C. Tyndall.”

Dublin Regional Authority

It was proposed by Councillor G. Cullen, seconded by Councillor T. Ridge that:

 “Councillor C. Keane fill the vacancy on the Dublin Regional Authority following the resignation of Councillor C. Tyndall.”

Liffey Valley Management Advisory Committee

It was proposed by Councillor C. Keane, seconded by Councillor T. Ridge that:

“Councillor G. Cullen fill the vacancy on Liffey Valley Management Advisory  Committee following the resignation of Councillor C. Tyndall.”

Southern and Eastern Regional Assembly

It was proposed by Councillor G. Cullen, seconded by Councillor T. Ridge that:

“Councillor C. Keane fill the vacancy on the Southern and Eastern Regional Assembly following the resignation of Councillor C. Tyndall.”

It was agreed that the vacancies existing on the Environment Strategic Policy Committee, the Sports, Recreation, Community Development SPC, and the Irish Public Bodies Mutual Insurances Ltd. would be filled at a later date.

The nominations listed above are now before the Members for Approval.”
It was proposed by Councillor T. Ridge, seconded by Councillor K. Warren and AGREED:

“That the nominations as listed be APPROVED.”

c) Revised  Annual Allowance for Mayor and Deputy Mayor
The report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:
The following report was presented to the Members at the Organisation, Procedure and Finance Committee Meeting held on 30th March 2006.

“Section 143 of the Local Government Act, 2001 states that a Local Authority may pay an allowance for reasonable  expenses to its Cathaoirleach and Leas – Cathaoirleach. 

The table below shows the position of the Annual Allowances (in euros) for the Mayors of each of the four Dublin Local Authorities.

	Year
	Dublin City
	Dun L/Rathdown
	Fingal
	South Dublin

	2002
	53,500
	34,000
	27,000
	33,800

	2003
	No Increase
	(CPI/Cost of living) + %
	(CPI/Cost of living) + %
	No Increase

	2004
	No Increase
	(CPI/Cost of living) + %
	(CPI/Cost of living) + %
	No Increase

	2005
	No Increase
	(CPI/Cost of living) + %
	(CPI/Cost of living) + %
	No Increase

	2006
	63,000
	38,100
	34,000
	33,800

	
	
	
	
	

	
	+ 9,500
	+ 4,800
	+ 7,000
	+ Nil

	
	(+ 17.75%)
	(+ 14.1%)
	(+ 25.9%)
	0%


Applying the same increase as Dublin City Council would add € 6,000 per annum from 1st January, 2006 to the South Dublin Mayor’s allowance and would appear to be fully justified.

Similarly, a like increase to the Deputy Major’s Allowance would result in an increase of €3,000 per annum from 1st January, 2006.

It is recommended therefore that these increases be applied from 1st January 2006 and that a CPI/Cost of living % increase be applied annually from 1st January, 2007.

The approval of the Council is required to give effect to the increases.”

Following discussion it was AGREED unanimously that the allowance of the Mayor and Deputy Mayor be increased by €6,000 and €3,000 respectively per annum with effect from 1st January 2006.

It was also agreed to report back to the next Organisation, Procedure and Finance Committee meeting with regard to an alternative annual increase rather than relative to CPI/cost of living index.

The matter is now before the Members for their approval.”
It was proposed by Councillor T. Ridge , seconded by Councillor  K.Warren and RESOLVED:
“That the revised annual allowances for the Mayor and Deputy Mayor as set out in the report of the Corporate Services Department be APPROVED.”
(C/0233/06) 
STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEES
It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.
(C/0234/06)
REPORTS REQUESTED BY AREA COMMITTEES
It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.
(C/0235/06)
QUESTIONS
It was proposed by Councillor T. Ridge, seconded by Councillor K. Warren and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13 Questions numbered Q1 to Q22 be ADOPTED and APPROVED.” 

(C/0236/06)   ILLEGALLY KEPT HORSES
QUESTION:  Councillor M. Corr   
To ask the Manager what progress has South Dublin County Council made in developing a targeted approach to the issue of illegally kept horses and will he make a statement on the matter? 

REPLY:

The Council enforces the Control of Horses Bye Laws in relation to horses found wandering in its functional area.

The Council responds to complaints of wandering horses by members of the public and by  elected representatives. Parks Department staff carry out regular roundups of wandering horses on an ongoing basis.

Seized horses are taken to the Council’s Horse Pound in Urlingford where they are checked for identification tags. The description of the horse and tag number is submitted to the Council on the same day as arrival at the Pound . If the owner is identifiable he/she is contacted in writing and asked to come forward with proof of ownership and a current Horse Licence as required by the Bye Laws, within a specified period.  If the owner fails to claim their animal it is disposed of by the Pound Keeper, once the prescribed period has elapsed. Prior to disposal, Notice of the proposed sale is published at the Pound, at the local Garda Station from whose area the horse was seized and at the Council’s offices. This disposal usually takes the form of sale to an interested party.

All horses seized and taken to the Pound, if not already tagged, are tagged immediately.  A strict policy of retrieving horses is adhered to and any horse which is seized for a third time will not be returned to the owner.

As stated above an owner of a seized horse is required to produce a Horse Licence in respect of the animal when it is being claimed. Alternatively a sworn affidavit must be produced stating that the horse will be kept on suitable accomodation outside of South Dublin County and also stating that once the animal is claimed from the Pound it will be taken immediately to that place and not returned to South Dublin County’s Administrative area.  

All expenses incurred in transporting and keeping the horse must also be paid by the owner prior to release of the animal.

(C/0237/06)   
PRIVATE RESIDENTIAL TENANCIES BOARD – INCOME RECEIVED
QUESTION:  Councillor M. Corr   

To ask the Manager how much has been received by South Dublin County Council in income from the Private Residential Tenancies Board to date and are these funds being ring-fenced to provide funds to inspect dwellings for suitability? 

REPLY:

A payment in the sum of €68,963 was received from the Private Residential Tenancies Board to fund the inspection of private rented dwellings in the county during 2006.

This money will be utilised for that purpose only.

(C/0238/06)   
INSPECTIONS OF PRIVATE RENTED DWELLINGS
QUESTION:  Councillor M. Corr   
To ask the Manager to state the number of private rented dwellings in the County and how many inspections have taken place since funding for these inspections has been received from the Private Residential Tenancies Board? 

REPLY:

It is not possible to give an accurate figure for the number of private rented dwellings in the county.  There are 4,085 private rented tenancies registered with the PRTB for the county according to the most recent available information from that body.  It is considered that there are approximately 3,000 rent supplement private tenancies in the county.

Because the Rent Supplement tenancies are considered to be such a large subset of the overall set of private rented dwellings in the county and because most of these will be targeted for RAS - for which property inspections must be carried out in any event - it has been decided to make the RAS Unit responsible for the inspection of all private rented dwellings. 

Discussions are almost complete with the Environmental Health Officers, who carry out the inspections of private rented dwellings for the Council, on a new regime for managing this function in an efficient and effective manner and this will commence in April.

It is considered that RAS should drive tax compliance, tenancy registration and, through policing, should ensure better standards.

The exact number of inspections carried out to date is being collated in the two health administrative areas that comprise the county and will be made available to the Councillor as soon as they are received.

(C/0239/06)  
SOCIAL HOUSING UNITS
QUESTION:  Councillor M. Corr   

To ask the Manager how many housing units that are classified as "Social" as opposed to "Affordable" have been procured by this Council under Part V of the Planning and Development Act 2000 to date? 

REPLY:

The Council's Housing Strategy, which was prepared in accordance with Part V of the Planning & Development Act 2000, was adopted by the Council at its meeting held on 11th June 2001.  This Strategy was reviewed and now forms an integral part of the County Development Plan 2004-2010, which was adopted by the Council on 10th November 2004. 

The strategy requires 15% of all residential developments to be reserved for Social/Affordable housing purposes.

To date 43 units have been procured for local authority social housing throughout the County as follows:

Marlfield, Tallaght
27

Daletree

  8

Ballyowen Hall          8  (an additional 4 units yet to be acquired)

Total:


 43
In addition to the foregoing it is estimated that a further:

· 166 units for renting by the Council will become available by the end of 2006 (including I.A.P sites). 

· a further 80 during the period of the strategy.

· and approximately 193 units for renting by a voluntary or co-operative housing body by the end of 2006 (including I.A.P sites). 

· and a further 60 during the period of the strategy.  

The negotiations on securing Part V agreements take into account the legislative requirements, existing mix in an area, the best interests of the wider area, estate management issues and capacity to supply the tenure.

(C/0240/06)   
ESTATE/LETTING AGENTS PLACARDS
QUESTION: Councillor M. Corr   
To ask the Manager to state for what period of time is it permissable under both planning/environmental regulations, for an estate/letting agent to place advertisement placards outside a property or on the boundary walls/fence of an estate and will he make a statement on the matter? 

REPLY:

The Planning Regulations which relate to the placement of advertisements by Estate /Letting Agents are contained in Schedule 2 (Exempted Development- Advertisements) of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001 and state as follows;

Class 9 – Advertisements relating to the sale or letting of any structure or other land (not being an advertisement structure) on which they are exhibited.

1. The area of any such advertisement shall not exceed-

(a) In the case of an advertisement relating to the sale or letting of a house , 0.6 Sq metres.

(b) In the case of an advertisement relating to the sale or letting of any other structure or land, 1.2 square metres.

2. Not more than one such advertisement shall be entitled on the structure  or other land.

3. No such advertisement shall be exhibited and no advertisement structure erected for the purpose of exhibiting such advertisement, shall remain on the structure or land for more than 7 days after the sale or letting to which the advertisement relates.

With regard to the placing of advertising signs in public places, permission of the Environmental Services Department of the Council must be obtained in advance in writing as provided for in Section 19 of the Litter Pollution Act 1997.

(C/0241/06)   
WAIVER REIMBURSEMENT
QUESTION:   Councillor C. King   
To ask the Manager, what efforts are being made to reimburse pensioners within the County who are entitled to a bin charge waiver and who have had to pay for bin tags themselves from January to March as a result of forms being either not filled in or being filled in incorrectly, taking into consideration the question whether these forms were necessary at all considering the extremely low chance of a pensioners financial circumstances changing from one year to another and can she make a statement on the matter? 

REPLY:

Most of the householders whose waivers were re-approved for 2006 were issued four tags on approval of their application. This enabled them to present their bins every week in March and thereby dispose of any backlog of waste which arose while their application was being processed.

If any householder who was entitled to a waiver is still in difficulty in this regard they should contact the Environmental Services Department for assistance.

(C/0242/06)   
HOUSE FIRES
QUESTION: Councillor C. King   
To ask the Manager, (A)how many house fires have taken place in the past two years in Council owned houses or apartments as a result of faulty wiring or wiring related issues,   (B) has there been any investigation by the Council to determine if there are any patterns emerging in this regard in terms of for example contractors carrying out works on certain houses previous to a fire and  (C) if an investigation hasn't taken place will the Manager undertake to arrange for an investigation to take place to ensure that this Council is doing everything in it's power to prevent such fires taking place in the future?

REPLY:
Following an examination of our records over the past two years it has been established that NO fires in any of our housing units were the result of faulty wiring or wiring related matters. 

This information has been confirmed by the Council's electrical inspection staff who investigate fires in Council Dwellings.
The Council a number of years ago identified 280 houses that required rewiring due to the age profile of the houses and a programme was set up to progress this and  will be completed this year.
In the normal course of events ALL electrical problems identified by Council staff or contractors or reported to Housing Dept by tenants are classified as EMERGENCY and dealt with immediately. All electrical complaints are usually dealt with within 24 hours and in many instances on the day on which they are reported.
Tenants are made aware of this through pre-tenancy courses, tenancy agreement which they sign on taking up a new tenancy and as recently as last February when all tenants were reminded through a detailed article in Tenants Newsletter which sets out among other things , the Council's categorisation of complaints received from tenants.
(C/0243/06)   
DEVELOPMENT LEVIES
QUESTION: Councillor F. McCarthy   
To ask the Manager to report upon what steps have been taken following my previous request to put in place the appropriate accounting structure to ensure that all Development levies that are receipted in the Council’s Planning Department on a Countywide basis are also recorded in such a way as to enable a breakdown, electoral area by electoral area, to be provided to Councillors? 

REPLY:

Development Contributions are imposed in respect of 4 classes of infrastructure (i.e. Roads, Water & Drainage, Community an Parks) on foot of a statutory Scheme adopted by the Council at it’s meeting on 8th December 2003 and are imposed on all appropriate planning decisions on a countywide basis.

Proposals for expenditure of these levies are considered on a countywide basis having regard to priorities identified by the Council for funding, taking cognisance of the various stages of development of infrastructural projects at the particular time.

It is inappropriate to consider their expenditure in the context of individual electoral or other areas only. Receipts of contributions are not coded on an electoral or district basis. Such coding would not serve any functional or statutory purpose.

Records are not kept on a basis which enables the provision of the information requested without diverting staff resources in the Contributions Section on a detailed analysis of each payment made.

Such work is not scheduled at present.

The following are the amounts collected in respect of The Development Contribution Scheme:

	Year
	Roads
	Water & Drainage


	Parks & Open Space
	Community Facilities
	Total

	
	€
	€
	€
	€
	€

	2004
	1,082,211
	   551,812
	   235,327
	   297,061
	  2,166,411

	2005
	7,344,646
	3,856,221
	1,664,477
	1,806,415
	14,671,759


(C/0244/06)   
AIR POLLUTION MONITORING STATIONS
QUESTION: Councillor F. McCarthy   
To ask the Manager to triple the number of air pollution monitoring stations within the county in light of the evidence of a massive increase in air pollution caused by traffic nationwide over the past number of years? 

REPLY:

The level of air pollution in Ireland is very low.  Nevertheless traffic volumes are a major contributor to the level of air pollution.  The continuous increase in the level of vehicles on our roads is a concern for a possible rise in air pollution.  

Currently the Principal Environmental Health Officer is part of a small expert committee which is reviewing and amending the Air Quality Management Plan for the Dublin Region.  In conjunction with colleagues from the other three Dublin Local Authorities, traffic volumes and traffic “hotspots” are being identified and air modelling will be used to predict the necessity for future air monitoring in the region.

It is likely that this review will result in additional air monitoring stations being introduced.  It is also likely that any such stations will be of a mobile nature which will allow flexibility of monitoring as the need arises.

(C/0245/06) 
WATER LEISURE STRATEGY
QUESTION: Councillor F. McCarthy   
To ask the Manager to report upon what progress has been made in the review of the Council’s Water Leisure Strategy brought about in light of the fact that most of the funding will have to be provided from Council resources? 

REPLY:

At the meeting of the Strategic Policy Committee on Sport, Recreation, Community and Parks held on the 16th November 2005 it was agreed to recommend to the Council that the Water Leisure Strategy be reviewed. This recommendation was approved by the Council at its December Meeting. 

The review is being carried out in – house and the main approach being adopted is to assess progress to date on the implementation of the key recommendations for the provision of swimming pools as contained in the original strategy and to consider ways to advance / re-assess remaining key recommendations. Account will also be taken of the review at central government level of the swimming pool programme. 

Work is ongoing on this review project and it is anticipated that the review will be completed in the early part of this year and members will be kept updated on progress. It is planned that the Council’s review when completed will in the first instance be presented to the Strategic Policy Committee on Sport, Recreation, Community & Parks and then on to Council.  The Department of Arts, Sport and Tourism provided grant aid and towards the cost of Swimming Pools to a maximum amount of €3.8m. The Department of Arts, Sport and Tourism Swimming Pool Grant Aid Programme has been closed to new applications since 31st July 2000.  In a recent reply the Department stated that “The current priority in relation to the programme is to support the proposals currently on hand and new proposals for swimming pools are not being considered at this time. However the Department is carrying out an Expenditure Review on the Swimming Pool Programme, which is examining among other things, how the programme has worked to date, the benefits which have occurred to the areas where pools have been built under the existing programme and what amendments if any are required to ensure the effective and efficient delivery of the Programme”. 

On the completion of the review the question of re-opening the swimming pool programme to new projects, will be considered taking into account the recommendations emanating from the review. Local Authorities will be notified if a decision is taken to re-open the Programme. 

The Council will continue to liaise with the Department on the matter generally and the members will be updated.  

(C/0246/06) 
RYDER CUP
QUESTION: Councillor F. McCarthy   
To ask the Manager what traffic management plans will be put in place countywide for the duration of the Ryder Cup tournament next September? 

REPLY:

The Director of Transportation and staff from the Planning Department have attended a number of meetings over the last number of months regarding the Ryder Cup. In particular, the use of Weston Aerodrome for park & ride facilities has been the subject of discussion as have the traffic implications on the use of the aerodrome as a temporary park and ride on the road network in the vicinity.  

 

It has been determined that planning permission is required to use Weston aerodrome as a temporary park & ride facility. It is understood that a planning application will be lodged for this facility in the near future. Any planning application will be adjudicated on,  having regard to the policies and objectives of the County Development Plan 2004 -2010 and to the proper planning and sustainable development of the area. 

(C/0247/06) 
AIRFIELDS
QUESTION: Councillor F. McCarthy   
To ask the Manager to report upon what input the Council would have in any attempts to increase the usage of any airfield within the county and to make enquiries to this effect with the Irish Aviation Authority? 

REPLY:

There are two airfields within the administrative area of South Dublin County Council; Weston Aerodrome and Casement Aerodrome.

Casement Aerodrome (and other military aerodromes) does not fall under the control of the Irish Aviation Authority and as such it may set its own standards.  However, the Department of Defence Policy is that Casement Aerodrome applies all of the I.C.A.O. Standards and Recommended Practices (which are designed for use at civil aerodromes).

Furthermore, under the Planning and Development Act, 2000 the development of barracks or other buildings, or premises or installations (including airfields and naval yards), or other structures or facilities, used for the purposes of or in connection with the operations of the Defence Forces does not require planning permission.

South Dublin County Development Plan 2004-2010

The Planning policy in relation to Casement Aerodrome is set out at paragraph 7.9.1 where it is stated that “It is the policy of the Council to seek the co-operation of the Department of Defence and other Government departments and agencies in the carrying out of a study on the safety and security implications of the development of Casement Aerodrome for joint military/ civilian uses.”

Planning policy in relation to Weston Aerodrome is set out at paragraph 7.9.2 where it is stated that “It is the policy of the Council to have regard to the advice of the statutory bodies responsible for the control and safety operations at Weston Aerodrome, in the context of the proper planning and sustainable development of the area and the protections of amenities.”

Development Control objectives in relation to the two aerodromes are set out at paragraph 12.7.10 and in Schedules 4 and 5 of the Plan.

In the preparation of the new Development Plan in the period 2002 to 2004 the Irish Aviation Authority and the Department of Defence were consulted at the various stages of the plan making process.

Development Control

Planning applications in relation to Weston aerodrome are assessed in the context of the provisions of the Development Plan and the proper planning and sustainable development of the area.

Over the last number of years a number of planning applications on the aerodrome lands have been made.  In a number of cases permission has been refused and in others permission has been granted by South Dublin County Council or by An Bord  Pleanala on appeal.

Grant of Planning Permissions in relation to the use of the aerodrome lands, which may be of interest are;

S01A/0822 Demolition of existing hangars, construction of new hangars (15,741 m2), office and club house (1,125 m2), 180 car parking spaces and aircraft parking with new access off R403 and all associated development works.  This revised notice refers to a larger site boundary including all lands in the ownership of Weston Ltd., and the location of the hangars to be demolished.  

An Bord inserted a condition which states that 

“ This permission as modified by the omission of Hangars A to E and adjoining car parking shall not be construed as permitting: -

(a) any increase in aircraft movements over and above existing aircraft movements, where an aircraft movement is defined as a full take off or landing and does not include “touch and go” training exercises, or 

(b) any material  change in the type or capacity of existing aircraft using the aerodrome. 

Any material increase or change shall be subject to a separate planning permission.”

The following two Grants of planning permission contain a condition which seeks to limit any increase in the usage of Weston Aerodrome; 

SD05A/0312 Revision, alteration and retention to approved office/club house, hangar and car park layout under Planning References S01A/0822 and PL.06S.131149.  Office / club house / control tower.  To give full view of runway and taxi ways, the retention consists of relocated Control Tower from its centre position on the roof of office / club house to front elevation with greatly reduced size of the display and visual part of the control tower (improving elevational aspect) and slight increase in height by 0.775m and the consequential relocation and the retention of navigational aid equipment from Control Tower to 2 number storage areas internally under the Control Tower achieved by lowering the ceiling height of the first floor by 1.945m.  Also the consequential relocation and retention of lift shaft internally, thereby avoiding direct entry to Control Tower.  The height of the lift shaft is increased by 1.5m.  The retention also incorporates necessary security arrangements by changing the use of the ground floor by the provision of office accommodation and reception at ground floor and slight increase in bar area and reduction in office space at first floor.  The application also includes the proposed use of the unroofed areas behind the perimeter parapet walling for air handling units and ventilation equipment.  Hanger:  The retention of folding doors at rear of hanger”. 

A decision to grant permission was made on the 29/6/05 and this decision was upheld by An Bord Pleanala's decision dated 20th December 2005.  An Bord's decision included the following condition, which is similar to a condition originally inserted by the Council:

"Development described in Class 32 of Part 1 of schedule 2 of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001, as amended shall not be carried out on the site area without a prior grant of Planning Permission from the Planning Authority or from An Bord Pleanala on appeal."

However the permission is currently the subject of High Court Judicial Review proceedings taken by the applicant against An Bord.  The Council is a Notice Party in this case.  
SD05A/0314 “Construction of a single storey ESB substation and switchroom with a gross floor area of 21sq. metres to serve the previously permitted new large hanger, office and clubhouse (Planning References S01A/0822 and PL.06S.131149) with associated landscaping and site works”. 

A decision to grant permission was made on the 14/6/05 and no appeal was lodged. The permission included a condition which stated that “Notwithstanding the exempted development provisions of the Planning & Development  Regulations 2001, as amended, no further development shall take place on the lands within the South Dublin County Council administrative area, as shown on the site location map scale 1:2500 received on 20/04/05 and marked with purple/blue outline, without the prior grant of planning permission from the Planning Authority or from An Bord Pleanala on appeal”.

The permission is currently the subject of High Court Judicial Review proceedings taken by the applicant against the Council and in particular relates to the above condition. 

Increase in Usage 

An Bord’s condition on S01A/0822 set out above places restrictions on increase in the numbers of aircraft using the aerodrome or changes in the type of aircraft.  

Irish Aviation Authority

The Irish Aviation Authority (IAA) was established as a commercial state-sponsored body on 1 January 1994 under the Irish Aviation Authority Act, 1993. It is responsible for the provision of air traffic management services in Irish- controlled airspace and the safety regulation of the Irish civil aviation industry.

The IAA safety regulatory services include:

· Aircraft airworthiness certification and registration 

· The licensing of personnel and organisations involved in aircraft maintenance 

· The licensing of pilots, air traffic controllers and aerodromes 

· The approval and surveillance of air carrier operation standards. 

The IAA ensures that Irish civil aviation operates to safety standards set internationally, principally by the International Civil Aviation Organisation (ICAO), European Joint Aviation Authorities (JAA), Eurocontrol, the European Civil Aviation Conference (ECAC), The European Aviation Safety Agency (EASA) and the European Union.

A proposal was submitted by Weston Limited on 23rd March 2006 to the IAA seeking a change in the airspace over the Aerodrome.

This application to the IAA is also being examined by the Council with regard to its possible implications for the proper planning and sustainable development of the County.  Submissions on this proposal should be submitted to the IAA by April 11th. 

(C/0248/06) 
CYCLE PATHS
QUESTION: Councillor F. McCarthy   
To ask the Manager to report upon the desirability of providing cycle path facilities within all parks within the County? 

REPLY:

There are designated cycleways in Sean Walsh Park. Tallaght and Glenaulin Park,Palmerstown. In Waterstown Park in the Liffey Valley, designated cycleways have been constructed and proposals for the construction of designated cycleways in Griffeen Valley Park have completed the Part 8 Planning Consultation Procedure. 
 Further plans for the installation of designated cycleways in parks are being considered and will be presented to the members as soon as they are prepared.    
(C/0249/06) 
TAKING IN CHARGE
QUESTION: Councillor T. McDermott   
To ask the Manager to outline the terms and conditions contained in the standard "Taking-in Charge" contract that the Council uses with developers, how often it changes and his general satisfaction with it.  Would the Manager also indicate the frequency of litigation relating to "Taking-in Charge" processes in the last three years and would he make a statement on the matter? 

REPLY:

The Council carries out taking-in-charge inspections on foot of the terms and conditions attached to each planning permission.  These conditions provide the legal basis on which the developer’s responsibilities in respect of the satisfactory completion of each development are based.

This Council has taken legal proceedings in the case of one development in the past three years where-the-taking in charge works were not satisfactorily completed.

The Security, which is lodged by the developer and held by the Council, in compliance with condition(s) of the planning permission, is released only on certification that the roads and services and the open spaces have been satisfactorily completed to taking-in-charge standard.

This procedure has been found to be the most effective means of ensuring that developers complete estates in accordance with the conditions contained in the planning permissions.

This Council has in place an ongoing programme of taking in charge of estates.  This programme is monitored on an on-going basis by the staff of the Building Control Section.        Councillors are updated by means of a Taking-In-Charge Progress Report which is presented on a quarterly basis to each Area Committee.  

Set out hereunder for the Councillor’s information is a listing showing the details of the estates taken in charge by the Council in the 6 year period to December 2005.   
	
	Estates                       
	Residential Units

	Estates taken in charge in 2000
	  15
	 2,076

	Estates taken in charge in 2001
	  29
	 2,805

	Estates taken in charge in 2002
	  13
	    600

	Estates taken in charge in 2003
	  25
	 1,528

	Estates taken in charge in 2004
	  32
	 2,063

	Estates taken in charge in 2005
	  18
	 1,536


(C/0250/06) 
UNUSED BIN TAGS
QUESTION: Councillor J. Neville   
To ask the Manager to outline how many sold (€3 & €6 bin tags) are currently unused, the rationale behind not allowing purchasers of the above-mentioned bin tags from using them, why  purchasers of said bin tags cannot return them to the retail outlet where they were purchased and will the Manager note that the opening hours of the Environment Department are not convenient for a lot of people in 9-5 employment and will the Manager make a statement on the issues raised within this question? 

REPLY:

The number of tags unused by shops (i.e. unsold) will not be known for several weeks until all the returns are obtained from the outlets at which tags are sold on the Council’s behalf.  

It was not possible to allow the use of the old tags after 3rd April 2006 as this would lead to confusion in local neighbourhoods as to the implementation date of the new price increase. The Council gave advance notice to the householders regarding the proposed price increase by individual leaflet, by press advertisement and by notices displayed in the shops. The number of householders who would have a large number of the old tags in stock is considered to be small and these may be exchanged at the Council’s payment offices.

The exchange of tags by shops is not possible for control purposes as only entire undamaged tags may be exchanged. The process requires direct supervision by the Council, as it represents management of public monies.

Unused tags may be exchanged in the Council’s Payment Offices at Tallaght and Clondalkin which are open through lunch. No time limit has been set for the exchange of old tags for new ones.

(C/0251/06) 
AN TAISCE
QUESTION: Councillor J. Neville   
To ask the Manager to note the most recent survey by An Taisce for (Ibal) in which a number of areas within the administrative area of South Dublin County Council were noted as falling within the categories of moderately littered, a serious litter problem &  a litter blackspot and will the Manager outline what concerted approach will be taken by this local authority and will the Manager please note the progress that Fingal County Council have made on this issue and will the Manager make a statement on the issues raised within this question? 

REPLY:

The recent survey by Irish Business Against Litter (IBAL), of litter levels at certain sites throughout the county is being closely examined by the Council.

(A) Clondalkin 

This was the first time that Clondalkin was included in the IBAL Litter survey, in which IBAL report on the presence of litter at ten sites, in the Clondalkin village area. Of the ten sites, the area at the Gaelscoil was reported as excellent & well maintained. Other sites showed varying degrees of litter, and all the issues reported are being examined immediately by the Council’s Litter Warden to tackle the problems. Some of the sites are under  private management and the Council ‘s Litter Warden will be bringing the report to the attention of those responsible, so that the required measures are taken to control the litter, and fines will be issued if necessary.  The areas that are under public control are also being closely examined to see what improvements should be made to prevent litter. It was notable, for example, that IBAL report that the Town Centre is well served by litter bins but “clearly they are not being used sufficiently”. This indicates part of the problem facing the Council; that making our county clean requires public support and changed behaviour to eradicate the litter problem. Prosecution is not the only solution, as many times, the offences are unwitnessed. 

In addition to the Council’s Litter Warden service and the Environmental Awareness programme with schools, businesses etc, the Council provides cleansing and litter management services which include daily handcart cleaning in the villages and neighbourhoods, litter bin servicing of programmed road sweeping of main roads and housing estates and  clean up squads who deal with areas of fly-tipping and serious dumping. In 2005 over 1,100 clean-ups were completed in the Clondalkin area alone.

None of the ten sites assessed by IBAL were in the residential areas of Clondalkin, so it is unfortunate that the IBAL press release sends out a negative message for such a highly populated urban area with a population of over 60,000, and with a large amount of through traffic . The Council’s “Beautiful South Dublin County” competition was a huge success in 2005, with 22 entries from the Clondalkin area, with winners such as the McDonalds restaurant in Clondalkin winning the commercial category and with Monastery Estate as the overall competition winner. Other winning estates in the Clondalkin area were Dunawley and Castle Park. The Council recognises and appreciates the efforts of all those residents associations and individuals who ensure their areas are kept litter-free and attractive to live and work in.  It is only through these partnerships that this problem can be eradicated, and the Council’s will continue to work towards making the County litter-free.

(B) Lucan

Overall the report identifies many positives in relation to sites surveyed in the Lucan area.  Three of the sites are clean to European norms and a further three are identified as having scored well but still classified as being moderately littered.

It should be noted that Lucan Village and Sarsfield Park scored well and were considered to be only moderately littered. These areas form a large part of the area surveyed. In the Beautiful South Dublin County competition in 2005 Sarsfield Park was runner up in the 001 -200 residential category. Lucan Village won best Village award.

Other areas such as the approach road from Dublin, Lucan Park and Lucan Court Shopping Centre received unfavourable reports and the Council will endeavour to address the problem in these areas in the coming weeks.

A number of schools are registered under the An Taisce “Green Schools” programme in Lucan and the Council will provide every assistance it can to these schools to enable them to achieve the Green Flag status.

(C) Tallaght

The sites surveyed in Tallaght covered a very wide geographical area stretching from the Basketball Arena to the Belgard Road.

The report acknowledges that the car parks serving the Basketball Arena were litter free and that the public grasslands and fields were well maintained.

Likewise the car park at Village Green Shopping Centre/Leisureplex were found to be mostly in good condition and well maintained.

With regard to Tallaght Village it was found to be clean to European norms, which equates to litter free status and generally tidy despite the level of activity in the Village.

The Anglican Church was found to be an excellent site, well maintained and carefully respected by the users of its facilities.  Not only was it litter free but it was also very attractive.

It is therefore, worth noting that of the 10 sites surveyed in Tallaght, 2 were effectively litter free and a further 5 sites were only moderately littered.  The remaining 3 sites which featured in the Tallaght survey are in private ownership and will be subject of early attention from the Litter Warden.

(D) Rathfarnham

This area scored reasonably well with some excellent sites such as Rathfarnham Castle, Rathfarnham Shopping Centre, the car park and the parklands.

Much of Rathfarnham Village, a large busy site was in very good condition and clear of litter. The area is acknowledged to be well served with litter bins.

A site at Castleside Drive was well maintained apart from some light litter.

The Parklands was found to be an excellent site and a credit to all who live in the area.

The Rathfarnham Shopping Centre car park was excellent according to the survey.

In summary of the 10 sites surveyed in Rathfarnham, 4 were litter free and 5 were only moderately littered.

General 

The Council will work more closely with businesses and those responsible for managing areas with large public attendance to ensure they meet their responsibilities. The Council will continue the work with schools to reinforce the message that we must all play our part in eradicating litter. The Council is reviewing its services to make the best use of the resources available and we also encourage anyone who witnesses littering and dumping to notify the Litter Warden so that we can enforce the Litter Pollution Act. If someone observes a person throwing litter from a car, the Council can take action if the car registration number is reported to the Litter Warden. 

The IBAL survey provides a challenge to us all to make our environment cleaner and litter-free. Working together will help us to meet the challenge, so that in the future, we avoid the negative messages issued by the Irish Business Against Litter group. We will work with the South Dublin Chamber of Commerce so that businesses in the County join us to make the county litter free, to ensure this county is attractive to those who visit and live and work in South Dublin County.

(C/0252/06) 
HABITAT FOR HUMANITY
QUESTION: Councillor J. Neville  
To ask the Manager if there has been any contact between South Dublin County Council and " Habitat for Humanity" in view of  their recent  successful completion of four new homes in Ballymun and if not , could contact be made with " Habitat for Humanity" and Dublin City Council  with a view to replicating their successful partnership and will the Manager make a statement on the matter? 

REPLY:

The Council have had a number of meetings with "Habitat for Humanity" to explore how the Council could assist that organisation in advancing developments in the South Dublin area. A number of preliminary proposals were discussed. Further contact will be maintained with the organisation.

(C/0253/06) 
CRITERIA FOR WAIVERS
QUESTION: Councillor J. Neville   
To ask the Manager to outline in detail:

(1) The changes in the eligibility criteria for applicants for bin waivers.

(2) The percentage of successful applicants and the total number of applicants.

(3) The number of bin waivers issued in 2006 in comparison to 2005.

(4) What percentage is this in regard to the total number of households using bin tags

and will the Manager make a statement on the issues raised within this question?

REPLY:

1) The Council’s bin waiver scheme currently in operation came into effect in 2005.  An earlier scheme allowed waivers to be granted only to persons on social welfare.  The current scheme is based on the criteria that no member of the relevant household is paying income tax.  In this way, persons on all categories of social welfare as well as persons in paid employment but in receipt of low wages or salaries may avail of waivers.

During 2005, waiver recipients were advised that they should confirm their entitlement to waiver for 2006 by means of completion of a questionnaire.  The criteria were unchanged but by requesting this confirmation it emerged that some recipients were no longer entitled to waiver.  Those who confirmed their circumstances as requested in mid 2005 received waiver packs in early 2006 and those who failed to respond to the Council’s request for information then subsequently had to seek re-approval of their entitlement.

2) To date, in respect of 2006, in excess of 11,600 applicants have been approved for waivers and 96 have been refused. A further 800 applications are currently being processed and it is expected that further applications will be received throughout the year, as people’s circumstances change.

3) 15,744 held waivers at the end of 2005.

4) The number of households receiving waivers in 2005 represented approximately 18.76% of the total number of households in the County.

The waiver scheme is funded by the Council and receives no grant support from Central Government.  In order to ensure that the scheme operates fairly, especially having regard to those householders who pay the charge, the Council will review and monitor the scheme on a regular basis.

(C/0254/06) 
PLAY POLICY
QUESTION: Councillor J. Neville   
To ask the Manager for a detailed update on the formulation and subsequent implementation of a "play policy" for the County and will the Manager make a statement on the matter?

REPLY:

The Draft County Play Policy has now completed the Area Committee process and is for formal adoption at today’s Council Meeting. 

The Draft Policy will then be made available for public consultation and submissions will be invited from all interested parties. 

The Draft Policy will also be presented to Comhairle Na Nóg at their next meeting. 

Following receipt of all relevant submissions, the Draft Policy will be reviewed in light of  these submissions and a final County Play Policy will then be brought back to the members for adoption. 

(C/0255/06) 
FARMERS MARKET
QUESTION: Councillor J. Neville   
To ask the Manager to outline in detail the up to date situation on the proposed "Farmers Market" with specific reference to a time-frame for the opening of the Market and the location of the Market and will the Manager make a statement on the matter? 

REPLY:

The Council through its Arts, Culture, Gaeilge, Education and Libraries Strategic Policy Committee is continuing its research into the provision of a Farmers Market in the Tallaght area. There are two options that the Council is considering one being the interest expressed by the owners in High Street and also a preferred location at County Hall which having regard to development works is not a possibility for the time being.

The matters under consideration are operation and management of the Market, provision of stalls and appropriate washing facilities, insurance of stall holders and hygiene issues.

It is proposed to continue the preparatory work on the setting up of the market and a report will be brought to the Arts, Culture, Gaeilge, Education and Libraries Strategic Policy Committee at its next meeting. 

(C/0256/06) 
AFFORDABLE HOUSING
QUESTION: Councillor J. Neville   
To ask the Manager to outline in detail the number of Affordable/Social housing  units that have come on stream  in this County since the Planning & Development Act 2000 (Part 5) and will the Manager outline the number of such units that are expected to come on stream as a result of successful planning applications to date and will the Manager break this data down on a L.E.A basis and will the Manager make a statement on the matter?

REPLY:

The Council's Housing Strategy, which was prepared in accordance with Part V of the Planning & Development Act 2000, was adopted by the Council at its meeting held on 11th June 2001.  This Strategy was reviewed and now forms an integral part of the County Development Plan 2004-2010, which was adopted by the Council on 10th November 2004.

The strategy requires 15% of all residential developments to be reserved for Social/affordable housing purposes.  

To date 403 affordable units have been procured throughout the County.

Location of units purchased within the remit of the Tallaght Area Committee:

Tymon  Farm


    3

Brownsbarn


    4

Montpelier

      
  28

Tuansgate


    8

Deerpark


102

Russell Square


100

Springfield Tallaght

  40

Westend Gate, The Square
  17

Total



302

Location of units purchased within the remit of the Terenure/Rathfarnham Area Committee:

Ros Mor, Scholarstown Rd

6

Location of units purchased within the remit of the Lucan/Clondalkin Area Committee:

Fforester, Lucan



 3


Ballyowen Lane



 4

Foxford Court, Ballyowen Lane

52

Hansted, Lucan



17

Monastery Road



  3

Rosebank, Clondalkin


16
Total




95





Overall total


         403

In addition to the foregoing it is estimated that county wide 480 units will become available by 31st December 2006 and a further 580 units during the period of the Strategy.

To date 43 local authority social housing units have been procured throughout the County.

Location of units within the remit of the Tallaght Area Committee:

Marlfield Tallaght 
27

Daletree Ballycullen  
 8

Total


35

Location of units within the remit of the Lucan/Clondalkin Area Committee:

Ballyowen Hall, Lucan   8 (an additional 4 units yet to be acquired)

Total


43  (Tallaght & Lucan/Clondalkin ACM) 

In addition to the foregoing it is estimated that a further 

· 166 units for renting by the Council will become available by the end of 2006 (including I.A.P sites). 

· a further 80 during the period of the strategy. 

· and approximately 193 units for renting by a voluntary or co-operative housing body by the end of 2006 (including I.A.P sites).

· and a further 60 during the period of the strategy.

The negotiations on securing Part V agreements take into account the legislative requirements, existing mix in an area, the best interests of the wider area, estate management issues and capacity to supply the tenure.

(C/0257/06) 
ILLEGAL DUMPING
QUESTION: Councillor J. Neville   
To ask the Manager for an update on the number of incidences of illegal dumping that occurred in this County in the first quarter of this year, the number of prosecutions pending and pursued and will the Manager make a statement on the matter?

REPLY:

In the first quarter of 2006 a total of 115 ‘On the Spot’ fines were issued for littering and illegal dumping and 22 direct Court prosecutions were taken for more serious offences.

A further 51 cases were referred to the Council’s Law Agent during this period and it is expected that these will come before the Courts in due course.

(C/0258/06)  
DECLARATION OF ROADS TO BE PUBLIC ROADS
It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.
(C/0259/06)     PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF AFFORDABLE HOUSING (3 UNITS)
The report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:
“Under Section 94 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 (as amended) South Dublin County Council prepared a Housing Strategy.  One of the key purposes of the strategy is to identify the overall need for affordable housing in the area of the County Development Plan and to ensure that South Dublin County Council provides for the development of affordable housing.  To date, the Council has been successful in acquiring affordable housing units for eligible applicants through:-

(a) Part V of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended)

(b) The development of public private partnerships/joint ventures.

(c) The Integrated Area Plans in tax designated areas.

and in order to comply with the requirements of Section 211 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 (as amended) and Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 it is recommended that the Council dispose of this property to the eligible applicant (as per the attached schedule1) in accordance with the affordable housing scheme as adopted by the Council in April 2003. It is also proposed that the common areas in the development (schedule available at the meeting) excluding public open space be disposed of to the named Management Company.

 It is also proposed to amend resolutions minute no’s c/00586/05 dated 12/09/2005 and c/0031/06 dated 09/01/2006 regarding the applicants set out in the second schedule hereto. 

The consent of the Council is sought for the disposal of these properties to eligible applicants. 

Joe Horan

County Manager”
The report was NOTED.

(C/0260/06) 
SMALL BUILDERS SCHEME - PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF FEE SIMPLE INTEREST AT 46 OAKWOOD GROVE, CLONDALKIN, DUBLIN 22.
The report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

It is proposed in accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No. 2) Act, 1978 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 to dispose of the fee simple interest in the site listed hereunder to Mr. Kevin O’Neill and Ms. Dawn Smith to whom the site has been leased under the terms of the Council’s Small Builders Scheme.   Mr. Kevin O’Neill and Ms. Dawn Smith have applied in accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No. 2) Act, 1978 to acquire the fee simple interest in the property.  The Ground Rent payable is €19.04 per annum.

	Site No.

	Lessee
	Date of Lease
	Land Acquired From
	Purchase Price

	46 Oakwood Grove, Clondalkin,

Dublin 22..

	Mr. Kevin O’ Neill and Ms. Dawn Smith 


	25/05/1976
	Daniel & Johanna Moynihan
	€480


_____________________

J. Horan,

County Manager”
The report was NOTED.

(C/0261/06)
PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF AREA OF LAND ADJACENT TO 125 PALMERSTOWN WOODS, CLONDALKIN, DUBLIN 22 TO JOSEPH AND WINIFRED CASHEN.
The report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

An application was received from Joseph and Winifred Cashen, 125 Palmerstown Woods, Clondalkin, Dublin 22 to acquire an area of land adjoining their property from the Council.  The plot of land in question has been maintained by Joseph and Winifred Cashen for the past number of years and they are anxious to regularise the ownership of the area.  The Council’s Valuer has recommended the following terms as being fair and reasonable having regard to the claim that the lands have been in the applicants’ possession for some time.

1. That the applicants receive the Council’s residual freehold interest in the subject land outlined in red on  attached Drawing No. LA/97/05 with an area of approximately 375 sq.m. for the sum of €12,000 (twelve thousand euro).

2. That the Council shall retain a wayleave to any services that exist on, under or above the subject land.

3. That each party are responsible for their own professional fees.

Accordingly, I recommend that the Council dispose of its residual freehold interest in the area of land adjacent to 125 Palmerstown Woods, Clondalkin, Dublin 22 comprising an area of 375 sq.m. as outlined in red on Drawing No. LA/97/05 to Joseph and Winifred Cashen in accordance with Section 211 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government act, 2001 subject to the above terms and conditions as recommended by the Council’s Valuer.

J. Horan

County Manager”
The report was NOTED.

(C/0262/06)
REPORT ON PUBLIC CONSULTATION PROCESS UNDER PART 8 PLANNING AND   DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS 2001 - TYMON PARK SPORTS PAVILION
The report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“The following report was presented to the Meeting of the Terenure/Rathfarnham Area Committee held on 7th March 2006 :-

“The following report was Noted at the Meeting of the Committee held on 13th December 2005:-

“For a number of years, the Parks Department have been dealing with the Limekiln Rounders Club, responding to their request to have a pavilion in Tymon Park, where they have been playing rounders for the past 20 years. The club successfully formed an alliance with soccer clubs in their area and with Council support, submitted applications for sport capital funding. The applications were submitted under the name of TASC –Tymon Athletic Sports Club, which is comprised of the following eight clubs.

	Greenpark Football Club
	Limekiln Rounders Club

	Belgard Wanderers FC
	Earl Celtic AFC

	Greenpark Ladies Football Club
	St. Mary’s Football Club

	Limekiln Football Club
	Echo Celtic Football Club


In 2003 the Council engaged a consultant who prepared a study and this year the application was submitted by the Parks & Landscape Services to the Department for Sports Capital funding and it received a grant award of €400,000.

Two meetings were held with the representatives of TASC over the past few weeks to discuss the programme for utilising the grant.  That entailed a review of the proposed layout of the building to enable it to match the available fund.  

The Limekiln Rounders already have some funding available for this project, however, TASC propose that each club would aim to provide some funding through fund raising.  

Attached is a location plan and sketch layout for the proposed pavilion for the commencement of the Part 8 Planning Consultation procedures.

Whilst that process is in train the necessary drawings and specification will be prepared to enable tenders to be invited for its construction”.

The proposal was advertised in accordance with Part 8 of the Planning and Development Regulations with the Plans and particulars being available for public inspection from 12th January to 10th February 2006 inclusive.

The latest date for making observations on the proposal was 24th February 2006.

No observations or submissions were received within the Statutory period.

As the development is in accordance with the 2004-2010 County Development Plan and with the proper Planning and Development of the area it is proposed to proceed with the construction of the Pavilion in Tymon Park as displayed in the Part 8 process as soon as all the necessary finance is identified.

If the Committee are in favour of the proposal as outlined above the matter will be brought to the April Meeting of the County Council” 
It was proposed by Councillor E. Walsh and seconded by Councillor T. McDermott and the proposal outlined in the foregoing report be AGREED. 

Accordingly it is proposed to proceed with the proposal as outlined above when the necessary finance is identified.

The report was NOTED and it was AGREED that the proposed development be carried out as recommended in the Manager’s Report.

 (C/0263/06)   
DRAFT COUNTY PLAY POLICY

The report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“The Draft County Play Policy formulated and agreed by the Sports, Recreation, Community & Parks Strategic Policy Committee was considered and recommended for approval by the Tallaght Area Committee Meeting on the 20th February 2006, the Terenure Rathfarnham Area Committee Meeting on the 7th March 2006 and the Lucan Clondalkin Area Committee Meeting on the 8th March 2006.

Accordingly the Draft Play Policy is now before the full Council for approval to allow it to go to Public Consultation. Following consideration of any submissions received, a report together with a Final Draft will then be brought back to the members for formal approval. 

DRAFT

Developing

                  Play 

                         in 

                           South 

                                    Dublin 

                                              County

                           2006   - 2009

Countywide Policy on 

The Development & Management of Playgrounds and Play Areas.

Content:
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Foreword  by Mayor of South Dublin County Council.

	South Dublin County Council aims to create a county that is child friendly and actively supports and encourages the development of a wide variety of good quality opportunities for children’s play.


Foreword By the Chairperson of the Sports, Recreation, Community and Parks Strategic Policy Committee

Introduction By County Manager.

	Profile of South Dublin County




The area of South Dublin covers 222.74 SQ kilometres, and lies about 10 miles south west of the Capital. It is bounded by the Dublin mountains to the south and stretches from the River Liffey at Lucan through Palmerstown, Clondalkin, south to Newcastle, Rathcoole, Saggart. It includes Tallaght West, South and Central and stretches east to Templeogue and Rathfarnham.  ( see map below ).
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· The population of the County is approximately 234,000.

· The county has five electoral areas - Clondalkin, Lucan, Tallaght Central, Tallaght South and Rathfarnham/Terenure.

· South Dublin County  has one of the youngest populations of any local authority area  with 41% of the population under 25.and where children and young people aged 14 and under make up  25 % of the population ( Census 2002 )

· In 2000, the birth rate in South Dublin County, at 16.9 births per 1000 people, was the highest of the Dublin counties and second highest rate in the country. 

· The number of households in South Dublin County increased by 19% between 1996 and 2002, while the population increased by 9.2%.

· In recent years, housing development in the County has occurred at an average rate of an additional 2,800 new dwellings per year.

· In 2002, 25% of the new residential units built in the County were apartments;  and apartments represent 83% of current construction activity. 

· Lands zoned for residential purposes in the  2004 -2010 County Development Plan will yield at least an additional 18,446 homes in South Dublin by 2010.

· Currently, average provision of playgrounds  in South Dublin County stands at 1 playground per 26,000 residents. 

Current Recreation Infrastructure

 Sports Infrastructure:

There are many different sporting facilities in existence in the County, ranging from Community Centres with sports halls and gyms, to running tracks, to all-weather pitches etc.

At present South Dublin County Council provides the following recreational and amenity facilities:

· 1600 hectares of parks and open spaces for active and passive recreation

· 5 Regional Parks and 50 Neighbourhood Parks

· 150 playing pitches for gaelic football, hurling and soccer catering for over 800 teams involving approximately 14,000 people.

· Tennis facilities provided at 8 centres

· 2 All weather athletic tracks under local club management

· 15 All weather pitches, 11at Astropark, Bancroft Park, Tallaght and 4 at Clondalkin Park, Clondalkin in conjunction with private sector

· Ireland’s only purpose built Baseball facility in Corkagh Park

· All-weather/multi use facilities in Jobstown, Tallaght and Collinstown, Clondalkin

Current  developments include the provision of two new public swimming pools in the county as well as upgrading of many of the existing facilities.

Playground Provision:

This section sets out the historical policy of equipped playground provision by the Parks & Landscape Services Department  and recent initiatives undertaken in association with the Community & Housing Departments in URBAN and RAPID areas.

Parkland Provision.

In the 1970’s and early 1980’s, equipped children’s play areas were provided primarily, in association with Local Authority Housing Developments. By the mid-1980’s, these play areas were suffering from serious and persistent vandalism and were acting as congregation points in the housing areas for groups of youths engaged in anti-social behaviour.  

There were many factors involved in the decline of these play areas including location and social deprivation. The end result was that these play areas were no longer safe for use by children. In 1986 following high levels of persistent complaints from the public and County Councillors, the decision was taken to remove all equipped play areas from the housing areas and commence a programme of major playground construction in the Regional Parks.

The Regional Parks were selected for several reasons:

· The Regional Parks were strategically located to serve large populations.

· They were generally secure locations i.e. they were closed and locked at night.

· The Regional Parks had a Park Ranger Service who could monitor activity in these areas, in particular, in the evenings and at weekends.

· The Park Depots were located in the Regional Parks which was important for routine inspection and maintenance.

The first playground was opened in Tymon Park in 1987 followed by Corkagh and Griffeen Valley in 1988.  The playgrounds were constructed on a scale that had not been seen before in this country.  Each playground was over 0.4 hectares in size.  They were built in a rustic style featuring locally designed and constructed timber equipment.  Loose fill safety surfacing was used for the first time and the playgrounds proved to be immensely popular with the public.  The playgrounds were designed and operated as self regulated environments where children would be supervised directly by parents or other responsible adults, a policy that has proven to be successful.

The next major playground development was carried out in association with the development of the Camac Valley Tourist Camping and Caravan Park at Corkagh.  The provision of a playground was seen as integral to the development and ultimate success of this tourist facility. The Park opened in 1996 and while the playground has been available for use by visitors staying at the Park, it is not available to the general public per se.

URBAN

The next significant playground development came in 2000 when the Jobstown Playground was designed and constructed by South Dublin County Council Parks & Landscape Services Department as a result of money made available through the EU URBAN Initiative. The maintenance of the playground boundaries, equipment and surface is the responsibility of South Dublin County Council, while the payment and training of the staff is undertaken by the Jobstown Community Development Project.

Given the nature of the area, and our experience with other playgrounds the importance of permanent supervision was critical to the success of the playground. Two part time supervisors have been recruited locally and they are responsible for enforcing the rules of the playground, carrying out daily safety checks on the equipment, and liasing with the Council and CDP on a regular basis.  The wage cost is funded by the Community/Parks Department on an annual basis.

RAPID

In May 2004, the Department of Community, Gaeltacht and Rural Affairs announced the allocation of funding to Local Authorities for the provision of children’s playgrounds in RAPID areas.  South Dublin County Council has four RAPID areas – Jobstown, Fettercairn, Killinarden in West Tallaght and Quarryvale in Clondalkin - and made application to provide a new equipped playground, associated with the community centres for Fettercairn, Killinarden and Quarryvale. The application for Jobstown was for the extension of the existing playground to meet an identified need for play facilities for older children. 

The Parks and Landscape Services Department supervised the design and construction of the playgrounds in 2005 and has assumed responsibility for maintenance of the equipment since the opening of the playgrounds to the public.  The supervision of Killinarden, Fettercairn and Quarryvale playgrounds  is carried out by Community Centre staff facilitated by the RAPID co-ordinators of the Community Department.  Early indications suggest that this approach is working successfully.

Applications were made in 2005 to RAPID for further funding for new playgrounds at Kiltalown, Brookfield and Collinstown Park. Application was also made for additional trim trail type equipment for the Killinarden playground

In 2004, the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government invited applications for grants from local authorities under a Playground Grant Scheme administered by the National Children’s Office. South Dublin County Council was awarded a grant of €115,000 towards the development of the new playground on the Templeogue side of Tymon Park. This playground was opened in June 2005.

In 2005 applications were again invited from local authorities for grant assistance towards the purchase of playground equipment and again South Dublin County Council has been advised that a grant of €60,000 is available for Corkagh Park, Clondalkin.

There are now a total of nine children’s playgrounds in the South Dublin County Council administrative area located as follows:

Tymon Regional Park, Tallaght (2 playgrounds)

Corkagh Regional Park, Clondalkin

Griffeen Valley Regional Park, Lucan

Jobstown Community Centre, West Tallaght

Fettercairn Community Centre, West Tallaght

Killinarden Community Centre, West Tallaght

Quarryvale Community Centre, North Clondalkin

Camac Valley Tourist Camping and Caravan Park, Naas Road, Clondalkin.

	 Section 2  Setting the Context


National Government Policy

Access to play is seen as a basic right for all children. The UN Convention on the Rights of the Child , states: ‘The child has the right to rest and to engage in leisure, play and recreational activities and participate in cultural and artistic activities’. In Ireland the focus of the state’s activities in the area of children  was  primarily concerned with

Childcare, there was no specific legislation with regard to children’s play and no provision of funds for play facilities amongst Government  Departments. The national children’s office, however, set out to develop  a national play policy.Prior to this the provision of play was left to the discretion of individual local authorities that may, under the local Government act 2001 section 67, provide maintain and operate parks, open spaces, playgrounds and play equipment. It was, however a matter for each local authority to determine the extent to which playgrounds and play areas should be provided and allocate resources accordingly.

The National Children’s Strategy our children – their lives, published in November 2000 sets out an ambitious series of objectives to guide children’s policy over the next ten years. It provides a vision for the future of Irish children while offering a means to listen to, to think about and to act more effectively for children.

The three national goals identified are;
1.children will have a voice in matters, which affect them, and their views will be given due weight in accordance with their age and maturity.

2.Children’s lives will be better understood; their lives will benefit from evaluation, research and information on their needs, rights and effectiveness of service.

3. Children will receive quality supports and services to promote all aspects of their development.

The Government is also committed under objective d of the national children’s strategy to ensure that children will have access to play, sport and recreation and cultural activities to enrich their experience of childhood.

Research conducted by Webb in 2003 states that”in Ireland, with the exception of the national children’s strategy, there has been no focus to date in any of the legislation or national plans and programmes on the specific recreational needs of children with disabilities. There is still no rights based legislation in Ireland providing for the right of inclusive access to public facilities including outdoor recreation”.( Public play provision for children with Disabilities, 2003.  ) 

‘Ready Steady Play! A National Play Policy’ was published by the National Children’s Office in March 2004. The principal aim of the National Play Policy is to improve the quality of children’s lives through the provision of play opportunities.  Key objectives for local authorities include:

· Maximise the range of play opportunities.

· Improve the quality & safety of playgrounds.

· Ensure all new & refurbished facilities are accessible to all.

· Prepare a Local Play Policy in consultation with children & other stakeholders.

· Designate an officer to implement a County Play Plan prepared by the County Development Board.

· Promote the use of creative landscaping

· Pursue the policy objectives & standards set out in ‘A Parks Policy for Local Authorities’ (1987) (to be reviewed by DoEHLG).

· Consult insurance companies on playground provision.

· Ensure conformity with relevant standards for play equipment, surfacing & inspection in accordance with the terms of the insurance.

· Explore funding opportunities under Planning & Development Act 2000 to fund capital cost of play areas.

· Examine opportunities for private provision

· Establish a pilot scheme of ‘Home Zones’ where the living environment predominates over traffic.

· Central to the National Play Policy is the preparation of a co-ordinated multi-agency play plan by City & County Councils & Development Boards by 2005. This must take account of the needs of children as they age. It is important that local planning authorities contribute significantly to the preparation of the plan & assist in its delivery. The designation of an officer responsible for the promotion of and development of play & recreation activity is considered important in the implementation of the County Play Plan. 

	Section 3   AIMS & OBJECTIVES


Aims of the Policy:

· To promote the importance of play for children.

· To recognise and actively support all children having the right to play (as stated in the 1989 United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child).


·  To enable all children in local communities across South Dublin access to good quality play opportunities.


·  To provide a framework by which play provision for children in the County 
 can be developed and expanded.

Objectives of the Policy

Objective 1.       Facilitate and support provision of appropriate, accessible and safe playgrounds and play areas for young people in South Dublin County.
	Action no 1.   Establish a Planning Framework for the provision of play facilities as part of new developments in South Dublin County.  

	

	Responsibility:  South Dublin County Council

	

	Timeframe: Within  6 months of publication of  Play Policy 

	


	Action no 2.  Preparation of 5 year Parks Works Programme for developing and implementing playgrounds and play spaces within regional and neighbourhood parks.

	

	Responsibility:  South Dublin County Council.

	

	Timeframe: Every five years

	


Objective 2.      Encourage the active involvement of communities and consultations with young people in the planning , design and development of playgrounds and play areas.

	Action no 3. Actively consult with young people in the locality of any planned play facility in existing residential areas.

	

	Responsibility: Providers of any planned play facility.

	

	Timeframe: At early concept stage of any planned play facility 

	


	Action no 4 Undertake regular review of  aims and objectives of County Play policy.

	

	Responsibility: South Dublin County Council and Comhairle na Nog 

	

	Timeframe: Bi – Anually.


	Action no 5. The voluntary, community and private sectors will be encouraged to engage with children in the development of play facilities and play policies

	

	Responsibility: The National Children’s  Office.

	

	Timeframe: Ongoing


Objective 3.   Ensure that provision of playgrounds and play areas shall be based on the needs of the community and that the provision of any facilities shall serve the common good of the community
	Action no 6.  Carry out an assessment, to include disability access, of play facilities in the county, identifying the level, range and standard of public and community play facilities available to children of all ages, and  advertise the availability of these facilities

	

	Responsibility: South Dublin County Development Board

	

	Timeframe:  Within 6 months of publication of Play Policy  


Objective 4.    Outline a framework for the future roles and responsibilities for the local authorities , the community and other bodies in the development and management of public playgrounds and play areas.

	Action no 7. Develop a framework for the future roles and responsibilities for the local authority, the community and other bodies in the development and management of public playgrounds and play areas.

	

	Responsibility:  South Dublin County Council

	

	Timeframe:   12 months . 


Objective 5.   Support and enable local communities to maximize opportunities for play provision by providing guidance on location and access, equipment and safety, the landscape and amenities, maintenance and supervision

	Action no 8.  Provide guidance on location , access, equipment and safety, the landscape and amenities, maintenance and supervision

	

	Responsibility:  South Dublin County Council

	

	Timeframe: In conjuction with Play Policy .( See Appendix 1.)


	Action no 9. To investigate opportunities for creating home zones where the living environment predominates over traffic.

	

	Responsibility: South Dublin County Council .

	

	Timeframe: Ongoing. 


Objective 6.   Raise the awareness of  play within the local authority, other relevant agencies and the wider community.
	Action no 10.  Boards of Management of schools  to include a statement  about the value of play and enhanced opportunities for play as part of their overall school plan.

	

	Responsibility: Department of Education and Science.

	

	Timeframe: Ongoing.


	Action no 11. Investigate the possibility of appointing Play Development Officers to promote play and play facilities within the County

	.

	Responsibility:  South Dublin County Council.

	

	Timeframe:   Ongoing


	Action no 12  Seek the Appointment of a Designated Play Officer

	

	Responsibility: South Dublin County Council

	

	

	Timeframe:  Ongoing.


	APPENDIX  1.


Developing a Playground / Play area.

Playgrounds / Play Areas should be designed and provided to meet the specific needs of the community. The local community should be consulted across the range of parents, carers and young people before making decisions on play.

Provision:

When a playground / Play area is being developed, the following factors should be considered:-

· Different Types of Play Facilities

· Location and Access

· Equipment and Safety

· Landscape

· Amenities

· Maintenance and Supervision

Different Types of Play Facilities:

Different aspects of play will require different types of provision to challenge children. A wide range of play opportunities should therefore be considered, and where viable, provided. 

Location and Access 

The following should be considered when choosing an appropriate site:

· Should be in areas, which allow for passive or active supervision at all times

(e.g. be observed by neighbouring houses, other buildings, or be close to a community centre and / or other public areas.

· Should where possible , be centrally located where there is public demand for playground areas.

· Should be in a well used area

· Will be in an area with sufficient lighting.

· Should take advantage of sunlight, views and landscape features.

· Must be separated from hazards by low fencing or other suitable barriers.

· Will have suitable entry and exit points ( preferably two )

· Will be adjacent to footpaths, or other walkways, which have reasonable access

( i.e be manageable for wheelchair users  and / or for two adults to walk with a child each in a pushchair). A minimum width of 1.5 metres is recommended.

· Will allow adequate access for emergency and maintenance vehicles to the playground / play area

· Should be mindful of the universal design concept and inclusive design principles.

Equipment and Safety

· All designs should give consideration to the different development needs and ability ranges of the differing age groups of young  people. The needs of young people with additional needs should also be considered at this stage.

· There should be a clear separation of equipment in playgrounds for the differing age groups

· All equipment selected must meet with current Irish  Standard   I.S.EN 1176 Parts 1-7 which provide guidance on installation, inspection,maintenance and operation of playground / play equipment.

The following factors should be considered during equipment selection:-

· Equipment warranty.

· Maintenance requirements

· After sales service

· Availability of spare parts

· Age of user

· Play Function

Consideration ,should be given to children and young people with disabilities and  additional needs, for example, equipment such as activity panels that may be accessible to wheelchair users at ground level, wide slides, etc could be incorporated in the design

· The surfacing of the play area must conform to Irish Standard I.S.EN 1177 which specifies requirements for impact absorbing surfacing to be used in children’s playgrounds.Impact attenuating surfacing must be provided where necessary to reduce the incidence / severity of injury to children using the playground/ play area..

· The playground should be designed to incorporate features which allow for reasonable access for everyone and in particular access to the play structures.

· Sufficient lighting must be provided.

Landscape:

· Where possible, enough space should be reserved for expansion.

· Open space should be provided for free play purposes

· Provide opportunities for children to experience seasonal changes and to learn to respect and protect a range of natural environments

Seating:

Seating must be provided and well positioned, ( i.e.facing the play area ) within the play area.

Seats should also be provided with backrests for elderly or carers  or people with diabilities and benches should be designed to allow for disabled access. 

Maintenance and Supervision:

General requirements in relation to maintenance and inspection are set out in Irish Standard I.S. EN 1176 Part 7. In order to reduce the liklehood of accidents, an appropriate inspection and maintenance schedule should be put in place for every playground. It is important that records of inspection and maintenance are kept in a safe place where they can be accessed as necessary.

Installed playground equipment must be maintained in good working order and be safe for use. Manufacturers guidance on maintenance and inspection should be supplied with the equipment and the instructions should be followed.

Playgrounds require some level of adult supervision. This can vary from parents/guardians of the children using the playground to full time employed play workers. Adult supervision should ensure that fair play is maintained in the playground and that children do not use equipment unsuited to their age.”
It was proposed by Councillor T. Ridge, seconded by Councillor E. Maloney and AGREED:

“That the Draft County Play Policy be APPROVED”

(C/0264/06) 
FILLING OF VACANCY ON THE LOCAL TRAVELLER ACCOMMODATION CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE
The report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:
“The Local Traveller Accommodation Consultative Committee was established by the Council in 1999 in accordance with the requirements of the Housing (Traveller Accommodation) Act, 1998 and comprises members of the council, local Travellers, representatives of Traveller bodies and council officials. There is currently a vacancy on the Committee in the Traveller bodies strand.

At a meeting held on 30th March 2006 the LTACC was informed that Mrs Margaret Bird had resigned from the committee and that Tallaght Travellers Youth Services  (TTYS) proposed to nominate Ms. Brigid Connors as a replacement for her.  The LTACC noted this proposal and agreed that the name of Ms. Connors, would be forwarded to the County Council for appointment to the committee.  

As the making of appointments to the Local Traveller Accommodation Consultative Committee is a reserved function of the Council the following resolution is required:

“That South Dublin County Council hereby resolves that Ms. Brigid Connors, C/O of  Tallaght Travellers Youth Service be appointed to fill the existing vacancy in the Travellers Bodies strand of the  and Local Traveller Accommodation Consultative Committee in accordance with Section 22(3) of the Housing (Traveller Accommodation) Act, 1998.”  
It was proposed by Councillor T. Ridge, seconded by Councillor E. Maloney and AGREED:

“That South Dublin County Council hereby resolves that Ms. Brigid Connors, C/O of  Tallaght Travellers Youth Service be appointed to fill the existing vacancy in the Travellers Bodies strand of the  and Local Traveller Accommodation Consultative Committee in accordance with Section 22(3) of the Housing (Traveller Accommodation) Act, 1998.”  

CORRESPONDENCE 
(C/0265/06)     Letter, dated 14th March 2006 from South Tipperary County Council regarding motion passed calling  on the Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment to remove capping on Community Employment Schemes.
The above letter was NOTED.
(C/0266/06)    
Letter, dated 27th March 2006 from Ennis Town Council asking Local Authorities to contact the relevant authorities in the United States requesting support for the undocumented Irish in the US.
The above letter was NOTED.
(C/0267/06)    
Letter, dated 29th March from Clonakilty Town Council calling on the Minister for the Environment and Local Government to amend planning laws to ensure that planning permission be required for all adult entertainment, retail and dance outlets.
The above letter was NOTED.
(C/0268/06)   
Letter, dated 30th March 2006 from Fingal County Council regarding motion passed supporting the introduction of a High Hedges Law for control of evergreens in relation to the blocking of light from a person's residential property.
The above letter was NOTED.
(C/0269/06)     Letter, dated 30th March 2006 from Edenderry Town Council regarding motion passed looking for Government support for the Stardust Victims. 
The above letter was NOTED.
(C/0270/06) 
MAYOR’S BUSINESS
PLANNING PREMISSION FOR OFF-LICENCES IN BUILT UP AREAS
It was proposed by Councillor T. Ridge, seconded by Councillor K. Warren:

That this Council re-assess the suitability of granting planning permission for off-licences in built up areas where there are large youth populations and where the original use of premises was not that of an off-licence and if necessary the permitted usage guidelines be changed to effect such change.

REPORT:

“As prescribed in the Planning And Development Act, 2000, when considering applications for planning permission, a planning authority is restricted to considering only the proper planning and sustainable development of the area, regard being had to 

(i) the provisions of the development plan,

(ii) the provisions of any special amenity area order relating to the area,

(iii) any European site or other area prescribed for the purposes of section 10(2)(c),……. ( this refers to the conservation and protection of the environment)

(iv) where relevant, the policy of the Government, the Minister or any other Minister of the Government,

(v) the matters referred to in subsection (4) .....(this refers to conditions which may be imposed), and

(vi) any other relevant provision or requirement of this Act, and any regulations made thereunder.

In considering a change of use to off-licence use the planning authority may only consider such matters as impact on residential amenity, including the restriction of opening hours, retail mix, parking, and other matters of a physical nature.

Social considerations are generally outside the remit of the planning authority, and in the case of off-licences, such issues are a matter for the relevant licensing authority, namely, the Courts.”
Following discussion to which Councillors T. Ridge, S. O’Connor, E. Maloney, 
C. Keane, T. Gilligan, D. Keating, T. McDermott, R. Dowds and S. Laing contributed, Mr. T. Doherty, Director of Planning responded to the Members.  
The report was NOTED and it was AGREED to write to the Minister for Justice and the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government advising them of the terms of the motion.

(C/0271/06)
SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS
The Mayor, Councillor T. Ridge, proposed that Standing Orders be suspended to take three Emergency Motions regarding Weston Aerodrome.  This proposal was in compliance with Standing Order Nos. 76 and 77 and was AGREED by the Members.
(C/0272/06)
WESTON AERODROME
It was proposed Councillor D. Keating, seconded by Councillor G. O’Connell:

“That this Council contacts the Irish Aviation Authority and expresses its concerns at the prospect of Weston Aerodrome in South Dublin becoming an executive aircraft city airport.”


It was proposed by Councillor F. McCarthy, seconded by Councillor T. McDermott:
“That this Council calls upon the Manger to prepare a comprehensive report on the implications that the use of Weston Aerodrome as an executive airport would have for the residents of Lucan and the entire West Dublin area and to submit this report to the Irish Aviation Authority in advance of the closing date for public submissions on the matter.”

It was proposed by Councillor E. Tuffy, seconded by Councillor C. Jones:
“That this Council recommends that the Council’s submission to the Irish Aviation Authority on the proposal from Weston Airport Ltd. to change the airspace designations associated with Weston Aerodrome highlights the following aspects of the proposal:

(1) The facility concerned is an Aerodrome, not an Airport.

(2) The proposal implicitly included an anticipated proposal to change the designation of the Aerodrome to a business airport, which would be in conflict with the County Development Plan.

(3) The proposal makes no reference to the record of Weston Airport in the matter of compliance with planning legislation, planning decisions of the Council, an Bord Pleanala, and the High Court.
The Council recommends that the submission includes a summary of the interaction of the Planning Department with Weston Airport over the last 5 years.”
The motions were AGREED and it was AGREED to write to the Irish Aviation Authority conveying the terms of all three motions.
(C/0273/06)    
NAME AND SHAME POLICY
It was proposed by Councillor J. Hannon , seconded by Councillor T. Ridge:
“That this Council adopt a "Name & Shame" policy in regard to litter offences.”
REPPORT:
The previously elected Council area adopted a “Name & Shame” policy in relation to successful prosecutions under the Litter Pollution legislation.  Dublin City Council also operates such a policy.  

If the motion is passed, lists of persons against whom successful prosecutions have been taken will be periodically published by the Council in local newspapers.

Following discussion to which Councillors J. Hannon, S. O’Connor, E. Maloney, J. Daly, M. Daly, C. Jones, T. Gilligan, S. Laing and T. Ridge contributed, Ms. M. Pyne, Head of Environmental Services responded to the Members.
The motion was PASSED.

It was AGREED to take motion 10 together with Motion 3.
(C/0274/06) 
SCHOOL TRANSPORT SYSTEM

It was proposed by Councillor E. Tuffy, seconded by F. McCarthy:   

“That South Dublin County Council recognises that the existing national School Transport System operated by the Department of Educational and Science and Bus Eireann was designed in another era for the principal purpose of increasing educational participation at second level, and that the issue to be addressed in school transport in the County in the new century has to do with traffic congestion, safety at school locations and pressure on parents to bring children to school by car, and requests the Manager to undertake an initiative, in consultation with the Government  to provide a Council operated School Transport System in the County. 

REPORT: 

“The Roads & Traffic Department has had initial discussions with the Departments of Transport (DoT) and Education & Science (DoEd), with Dublin Bus, and with selected School Principals (electoral area basis). 
The DoT has indicated support and agreed to investigate options for further involvement. Dublin Bus has indicated its support in principle, pending finalisation of its current service review. Useful statistical information has been received from the DoEd on pupil numbers (primary & post-primary) in the county. 
Preliminary feedback from School Principals on the location/origin of pupils attending their schools indicates a high percentage (70-80%) of pupils living within a 600 metre radius, with the resulting possibility of significant reduction in local congestion if local school car-trips were to be replaced by an American-style local school-transport system. 
It is proposed, therefore, to undertake a study to determine the feasibility of such a system, including cost-benefits and funding options, in regard to which the DoT has indicated it will asist in clarifying a number of operating issues and scheme selection criteria. A proposal to fund the study has been submitted to the Dublin Transportation Office, and the Roads & Traffic Department will proceed with scoping and preparation of a Brief for Engagement of Consultants to carry out the proposed study.” 

(C/0275/06)
PILOT SCHOOL BUS PROJECT
It was proposed by Councillor F. McCarthy , seconded by Councillor T. Ridge: 
“That this Council takes the appropriate steps to instigate a pilot school bus project as part of its role in traffic management and road safety. Such a scheme would benefit primary and secondary school children as well as all other road users by providing a reasonable alternative to the many families who at present spend a considerable amount of time ferrying children to and from school; thereby contributing in no small part to the traffic congestion that currently plagues our communities.”
REPORT:

“The Roads & Traffic Department has had initial discussions with the Departments of Transport (DoT) and Education & Science (DoEd), with Dublin Bus, and with selected School Principals (electoral area basis). 

The DoT has indicated support and agreed to investigate options for further involvement. Dublin Bus has indicated its support in principle, pending finalisation of its current service review. Useful statistical information has been received from the DoEd on pupil numbers (primary & post-primary) in the county. 

Preliminary feedback from School Principals on the location/origin of pupils attending their schools indicates a high percentage (70-80%) of pupils living within a 600 metre radius, with the resulting possibility of significant reduction in local congestion if local school car-trips were to be replaced by an American-style local school-transport system. 

It is proposed, therefore, to undertake a study to determine the feasibility of such a system, including cost-benefits and funding options, in regard to which the DoT has indicated it will asist in clarifying a number of operating issues and scheme selection criteria. A proposal to fund the study has been submitted to the Dublin Transportation Office, and the Roads & Traffic Department will proceed with scoping and preparation of a Brief for Engagement of Consultants to carry out the proposed study.”    

(C/0276/06)
SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS
The Mayor, Councillor T. Ridge, proposed that Standing Orders be suspended to allow time to finish discussion on this matter.  This proposal was in compliance with Standing Order Nos. 76 and 77 and was AGREED by the Members.

Following discussion to which Councillors E. Tuffy, F. McCarthy, J. Daly, C. Jones, T. Ridge, S. Laing, C. Keane, R. Dowds and M. Murphy contributed, Mr. F. Coffey, Director of Transport responded to the Members and the reports were NOTED.
The meeting concluded at 6.42 p.m.
(C/0277/06)
MOTIONS NOT REACHED
DAMAGES TO GRASS VERGES, FOOTPATHS AND DRIVEWAYS
Councillor J. Lahart   
That the Council, as a response to damages caused to grass verges, footpaths and outside driveways, as a consequence of private development work, be it residential, commercial or industrial, introduces a bye -law or introduces the provision of a Notification Certificate for residents and businesses, that enables the Council to examine locations prior to the commencement of building/developments, as a means of guarantee that either (a) sites are restored to original order (b) the Council can charge a fee to the occupier or builder or developer , to cover the expense of reinstatement by the local authority. 

COMPOSTERS – IMPACT ON REDUCTION OF WASTE

Councillor R. Dowds   
That South Dublin County Council (a)  Report on the impact of composters in terms of reducing waste in our County  and (b)  Agrees to set up a pilot scheme in a given area using sophisticated food and vegetation digesters to see the impact that has on dealing with waste.

INFORMATION DRIVE RE: DISPOSAL OF BULK PACKAGING
Councillor M. Daly   
That this Council set up an information drive for the county to encourage citizens to return their bulk packaging to the point of purchase and encourage REPAK and all commercial businesses to participate in a package reduction scheme which will reduce the amount of waste and reduce the amount of costs to the local environment and business.

RECYCLING PLANT FOR DRY WASTE
Councillor M. Murphy   
That Council Staff would research in Canada the cost of setting up a Re-Cycling Plant that can Handle Dry Waste from Green Bin Collection capable of separating Paper, Cans, Glass and Plastic. That the Manger would put a plan in place to ring fence enough capital from the sale of lands to build such a plant. The Plant to be in place when the current waste plan runs out in 2010. The Green Bin collection to then be extended to twice a month and for it to be carried out by directly employed Council Workers.

NEW INDUSTRY
Councillor S. O'Connor   

In view of recent job losses, that South Dublin County Council takes the initiative and brings together all interested parties - such as FAS, the unions, employers' organisations, local chambers of commerce, community representatives and government bodies such as the IDA and so on - to ensure that everything possible is done to promote and maintain the attractiveness and suitability of the area for new industries. 

DUBLIN PORT TUNNEL
Councillor T. McDermott   

That South Dublin County Council calls on the Dublin City Manager to restrict access to the city centre (between the Royal Canal and the Grand Canal ), by vehicles of three axles and more between the hours of 7AM and 7PM unless such vehicles are carrying a permit issued by the City Manager. And that such restriction becomes effective when the Dublin Port Tunnel opens - in order that the citizens of South Dublin County enjoy the benefits promised when funding for the Port Tunnel project was approved. 

COLUMBIAN EMBASSY
Councillor C. Keane   

That this Council recommends that we make representation to the Colombian Ambassador in London to ensure that the  military rescue operation proposed by President Uribe  to rescue hostages held by FARC be cancelled.  Mindful of the fact that FARC leaders have ordered their men to execute hostages in such a rescue operation, by proceeding in this way, it is imposing a death sentence on the hostages one of whom includes Ingrid Betancourt on whom we have bestowed the Freedom of the County of South Dublin.

SKATE PARK

Councillor D. Keating   

That the Manager would please provide an up-to-date and detailed report on progress made to build the Council's first Skate Park. Specifically would the Manager please report on the local consultation process which I requested at the outset, with the delegation from the local Skate Board Club regarding the design, lay-out and materials to be used in the Skate Park, and the time scale for the building and completion of this Skate Park. 

TRAFFIC LIGHT SEQUENCING

Councillor G. O'Connell   

That this Council write to the appropriate Government Department requesting that consideration be given to (a) activating the "Amber" sequence between "Red" and "Green" on all traffic lights  and (b) inserting a "filter left on Red when safe to do " sign at suitable junctions so as to maximise the capacity of road intersections and alleviate traffic congestion.

SITING OF PLANNING APPLICATION NOTICES
Councillor J. Lahart   

That the Council undertakes a review of the regulations governing the siting of planning application roadside public notices, particularly in light of obvious flaws relating to where a planning application may be lodged within an estate that directly affects residents to the rear of that house but located in a different estate. 

MANAGEMENT CHARGES
Councillor E. Tuffy   

That the Council notes with concern that individuals and families who have been approved for apartments and houses under the Council's Affordable Housing Schemes are being required to pay Management Charges of € 800 per annum and more, that the requirement to pay such charges is effectively adding about € 20000 to the cost of their homes, and requests the Manager to have these charges taken into account when arriving at prices to be determined for Affordable Housing units. 

HOUSING ESTATE NAMES IN IRISH

Councillor S. O'Connor   

That this Council will adopt a policy of using the Irish Language in the naming of all new housing estate developments. 

REVIEW OF WATER LEISURE STRATEGY

Councillor D. Keating   

That the Manager would report on the initial stages of the Review of the Water Leisure Strategy scheduled for the first quarter of 2006. 

MANAGEMENT OF DOG BREEDING ESTABLISHMENTS

Councillor C. Keane   

That this Council recommends that we write to the Minister to implement the recommendations of working group to review the management of dog breeding establishments – taking into account the two minority reports. 

OUTER RING ROAD

Councillor T. Ridge   

That a report be brought regarding a finish date for the Outer Ring Road and spur to Balgaddy. 

INTEGRITY OF COUNCIL’S PLANNING FILES

Councillor T. McDermott   

That that the Members discuss the process to secure the integrity of the Council's planning files and call on the Manager to improve it in light of recent failures by the Council to fulfil its obligations in this regard. 

COMMUNITY FORUM AND COMMUNITY PLATFORM

Councillor G. O'Connell   

That this Council values the role and contribution of the Community Forum and Community Platform and will positively support them by holding at least one conference per annum dealing with issues of concern to the community and voluntary sector to which the executive from both organisations, as well as the elected members of the Council be invited and by  providing each organisation with a full time support worker and by including both organisations on the relevant invitation list for council events.

DISPOSAL OF ‘END OF LIFE’VEHICLES
Councillor R. Dowds   

That this council approves the following change to the disposal of 'end of life' vehicles:- 
a)  That the €50 charge be scrapped. 
b)  That a sum of perhaps €200 be paid to people who bring a car to an 'end of life'  unit.

SCHOOL TRAFFIC SAFETY MEASURES
Councillor F. McCarthy   

That the Manager provides an update on what progress has been made in undertaking an examination of School Traffic Safety measures and to give assurances that the criteria used in prioritising schools will ensure that the most dangerous locations are tackled first. 
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