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Foreword/Executive Summary
South Dublin County Council approved the Draft Climate Change Action Plan on the 7t May,

2019. The South Dublin Climate Change Action Plan 2019-2024 identified 130 actions across
6 thematic action areas.

Progress on achieving the targets outlined in the plan has continued over the past twelve
months with over 90% of the actions either completed or advancing.

The Climate Change Action Plan sets out how South Dublin County Council will improve its
energy efficiency and reduce its greenhouse gas emissions. It commits to making South Dublin
a more climate resilient county and to engaging with our citizens.

Steady headway is being made towards achieving our targets, however as legislation is
reviewed and updated, our targets will be revised accordingly. Our current targets are;

1. A 50% improvement in the Council’s energy efficiency by 2030. South Dublin County
Council achieved a 45.7% improvement in energy efficiency by the end of 2020
through a range of measures including upgrades to our public lighting stock and civic
buildings, both of which are identified as significant energy users in our Annual Energy
Reviews and monitored through the SEAI monitoring and reporting platform.

2. A 51% reduction in the Council’s greenhouse gas emissions by 2030 and net zero by
2050. Projects such as the Tallaght District Heating Scheme, transitioning our
municipal fleet to Electric Vehicles and the continued improvement in energy
efficiency of our facilities and services will support our efforts in reducing GHG
emissions. South Dublin has also signed up to Breathlife campaign and WHO targets
on air quality.

3. To make Dublin a climate resilient County by reducing the impacts of future climate
change-related event. The development of Green Infrastructure and Parks and Open
Spaces strategies, Sustainable Drainage Systems Guidance, Strategic Floor Risk
Assessments, Mobility Strategy and Biodiversity Action Plan will feed into and inform
the County Development Plan 2022-2028, making Climate Change and resilience
fundamental to all future developments. Our Flood Alleviation Schemes on the
Poddle, Whitechurch and Camac will protect homes and properties and help
communities become resilient against the effects of Climate Change. We will continue

to work and collaborate with our neighbouring Local Authorities, The Dublin



Metropolitan CARO, Regional Authorities and national bodies to make South Dublin
Climate Resilient.
4. To actively engage and inform citizens on climate change.

Engaging with the citizens of South Dublin is the key to achieving all climate action
targets. Homeowners, communities and businesses in South Dublin are informed of
our projects and strategies through workshops, consultations, social media and in
person events with opportunities to voice opinions and ideas. Dublin Climate Action
Week 21 presented the citizens of Dublin with a range of workshops and events to
engage with South Dublin County Council on Climate Awareness.

South Dublin County Council provides an annual Climate Innovation Fund of €300,000 to

encourage projects aimed at addressing Climate Change.

We have reached the end of the second reporting period of the Climate Change Action Plan.
Good progress has been made towards delivering the initial targets presented in 2019. Our
work will continue with our Elected Members, communities and business partners to review

and the objectives set out in our Climate Change Action Plan

Teresa Walsh
Director of Environment, Water and Climate Change
South Dublin County Council

October 2021
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1.0. Introduction

South Dublin County Council’s Climate Change Action Plan 2019-2024 was approved on 7t
May, 2019 in accordance with the National Adaptation Framework — Planning for a Climate
Resilient Ireland 2018 (NAF)!. The Plan was also completed in accordance with the
requirements of the Covenant of Mayors (COM)? for Climate & Energy to which South Dublin
County Council is a signatory.

The Plan sets out four key targets and 130 actions that the Council will undertake in the areas
of energy & buildings, transport, flood resilience, nature-based solutions and resource
management. The Plan has been developed by South Dublin County Council in conjunction
with the City of Dublin Energy Management Agency (Codema) and the Dublin Climate Action
Regional Office (CARO). The Plan was subject to public consultation and Strategic
Environmental Assessment processes. Annual progress reports are required as part of the
NAF and COM processes. South Dublin County Council has committed to reviewing and
reporting on this Plan annually.

This report refers to the reporting period from 1t October, 2020 to 305 September, 2021.

Refer to tables in Chapter 5 for supporting information and progress updates.



2.0. Update from CARO

2.1.  Background
It was agreed at the CARO Regional Steering Group in March 2020 that it would be useful to

agree a standard template for the annual progress report for the Climate Change Action Plans
(CCAPs) for all 4 Dublin LAs. The content, format and look of the final CCAPs has been well
received across the region and it is proposed that a similar format be used to provide annual
progress on the CCAPs. A standard template would also provide a regional focus for the CCAPs
and the thematic action areas.

Separately, The CAROs have produced an excel based template report that will be used by
LAs across Ireland to formally report progress on their Climate Change Action/Adaptation
plans to the Government (DECC) by October 315, Outputs such as graphs, text updates on
actions etc. from the CARO-DECC template can be used to complete of the CCAP Annual
Progress Report.

This document presents an outline of the format of the annual progress report as agreed by

CARO and Codema in conjunction with the Dublin LA Climate teams.

2.2.  Updates to policy and legislation since the adoption of the CCAP
The policy and legislative context relating to climate action has developed since the adoption

of the CCAP.

The Climate Action and Low Carbon Development (Amendment) Act 20213 was signed into
law by the President of Ireland on the 23" of July 2021 enacting the pursuit of a higher level
of climate action targets and ambition over the next decades including for the local
government sector. The Act provides for approval of plans, by the government, towards
achieving the National Climate Objective. The National Climate Objective refers to the
transitioning of the country to a climate resilient, biodiversity rich, environmentally
sustainable, and climate neutral economy by no later than 2050. The Act introduces the
development of carbon budgets and sectoral emission ceilings covering successive five-year
periods up to 2050. The Act states that carbon budgets for the purpose of achieving the
National Climate Objective shall be proposed by the Climate Change Advisory Council and
approved by government for a five-year period with new budgets introduced for each

subsequent 5-year period thereafter. The first two carbon budget cycles will be aimed



towards achieving a 51% reduction in greenhouse gas emissions by the end of 2030, using
2018 as the baseline year. The emissions to be taken into account in carbon budget will be
determined by regulations introduced by government and will have regard to European Union
rules in this area. Additionally, sectoral emission ceilings may differ between sectors and
change over time based on performances against previous sectoral emission ceiling
thresholds.

The Act also tasks the government with the development of a National Long-Term Climate
Action Strategy, covering a minimum period of 30 years, and a National Adaptation
Framework. The Long-Term Climate Action Strategy will be updated every 5 years taking
account of how the country is progressing towards the National Climate Objective.
Additionally, the government has update the Climate Action Plan 2019: To Tackle Climate
Breakdown. The updated Climate Action Plan 2021 was published in November. The Act
requires that government, in developing these strategies, plans and frameworks, have regard
for climate justice and a just transition.

Within 12 months of the enactment of the Act, local authorities will be requested by the
Minister to prepare and make Local Authority Climate Action Plans. These Plans are to
highlight the mitigation and adaptation measures that will be adopted during the next 5-year
period. Local Authority Climate Action Plans are to be consistent with the most recently
approved Climate Action Plan and National Adaptation Framework and have regard for the
most recently approved Long-Term Climate Action Strategy, the most recently approved
Sectoral Adaptation Plans, the National Planning Framework and any current Climate Change
Policies. Local authorities are to cooperate with adjoining local authorities in the development
of their Climate Action Plans.

A further provision of the Bill provides that the Minister may issue guidelines in respect of the
content and preparation of the local authority climate action plans and that local authorities
shall comply with these guidelines.

To support local authorities in the preparation of their Local Authority Climate Action Plan
and in response to the provisions of the Bill, Climate Ireland/EPA and the Climate Action
Regional Offices under the oversight of a project advisory group, are now working in
partnership to advance a set of guidelines for local authorities. Dublin CARO, Codema and
Dublin City Council are represented on this group. As the four Dublin Local Authorities have

already prepared Climate Change Action Plans, comprising adaptation and mitigation actions,
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it is the intention that existing plans will be aligned with the requirement of this new national
guidance and increased level of ambition stemming from the Climate Action and Low Carbon
Development (Amendment) Act 2021 and forthcoming National Climate Action Plan.

The Climate Action and Low Carbon Development (Amendment) Act 2021 also included an
amendment of Section 10(2) (n) of the Planning and Development Act 2000 whereby, to
reduce anthropogenic greenhouse gas emissions as well as addressing adaptation
requirements, County Development Plans will need to take account of Local Authority Climate
Action Plans. The reviews of the four Dublin local authorities’ development plans have
involved input from Dublin CARO and cross-referencing of draft policies and objectives with
the current Climate Action Plans. Furthermore, mid-term reviews of the respective City and
County Development Plans, will be an important aspect of future iterations of Local Authority

Climate Action Plans.

COP 26 - Ireland is a signatory to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate
Change (UNFCC) since 2016 For nearly three decades, the UN has been convening 195
signatory countries and 191 parties for Global Climate Summits called ‘COPs’ which stands for
‘Conference of the Parties’. As an EU member state, Ireland is bound to targets for the EU-
27. At the Paris climate summit in December 2015 (COP 21), 196 nations agreed to hold global
temperature rises to “well below 2° C (degree Celsius),” with an aspiration to limit rises to
1.5° C above pre-industrial levels. However, the pledges on emissions — known as nationally
determined contributions, or NDCs — they brought were insufficient to fulfil either goal, and
would have led to catastrophic heating of at least 3° C. Therefore, a “ratchet mechanism” was
included to require countries to return to the negotiating table every five years with fresh
targets to meet the temperature goals. The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change had
earlier confirmed that that unless there are rapid, sustained and large-scale reductions of
greenhouse gas emissions, the goal of limiting global warming to 1.5°C will be beyond reach>.
COP26 is described by the UN as a “window of opportunity that gets smaller by the day”®. In
September 2021, 45 countries making up the Climate Vulnerable Forum released a statement
calling for COP26 to deliver a “Climate Emergency Pact” to rebuild confidence in international
climate cooperation, accelerate adaptation and to keep 1.5°C within reach’. The “Glasgow
pact”, should allow for future updates to emissions pledges in the next few years that could

be sufficient for the world to stay within scientific advice on carbon levels®. Each country can
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review and update its pledges on an annual basis, and, based on UN recommendations for
this, there may be such updates proposed for the EU-27 to overcome the gap. The EU-27 are
trying to achieve consensus on a common timeframe for emission-cutting pledges®. The Irish
Sustainable Finance Roadmap will be published in Q4 of 2021. In Ireland, significant progress
has been made in terms of the passage of new legislation, governance and financial structures
(the Climate Action and Low Carbon Development (Amendment) Act 2021) as above). Further
information is available on the official UNCOP website - https://ukcop26.org and on the
official Twitter channel @cop26.

In August 2021, the first of three Working Group reports from the Intergovernmental Panel
on Climate Change (IPCC) 6" Assessment report (AR6) was released. The Working group 1
report: The Physical Science Basis addresses the most updated physical understanding of

the climate system and climate change and drew the following conclusions:

e Recent changes in the climate are widespread, rapid, and intensifying, and

unprecedented in thousands of years.

e |t is indisputable that human activities are causing climate change, making extreme
climate events, including heat waves, heavy rainfall, and droughts, more frequent and

severe

e Tolimit global warming, strong, rapid, and sustained reductions in CO;, methane, and

other greenhouse gases are necessary.

e This would not only reduce the consequences of climate change but also improve air

quality.
e Climate change is already affecting every region on Earth, in multiple ways.
e The changes we experience will increase with further warming.

e There’s no going back from some changes in the climate system. However, some

changes could be slowed and others could be stopped by limiting warming.

e Unless there are immediate, rapid, and large-scale reductions in greenhouse gas

emissions, limiting warming to 1.5°C will be beyond reach.
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The Climate Status of Ireland 2020 Report!® was published in August 2021. The report
prepared for the Environmental Protection Agency, Marine Institute and Met Eireann by
MaREl, University College Cork confirms and updates findings from a 2012 report and details
how global changes are being reflected in our atmosphere, oceans and our landscape. Key

findings include:

The annual average surface air temperature in Ireland has increased by over 0.9°C

over the last 120 years, with a rise in temperature being observed in all seasons.

¢ Annual precipitation was 6% higher in the period 1989 to 2018, compared to the 30-
year period 1961 to 1990.

e The concentration of the main climate driver: greenhouse gases - carbon dioxide,
methane and nitrous oxide - measured in Ireland, continued to increase since 2012
with long term implications for our climate.

o Satellite observations indicate that the sea level around Ireland has risen by
approximately 2-3mm per year since the early 1990s.

e Measurements in the surface water to the west of Ireland indicate an increase in
ocean acidity which is comparable to the rate of change in oceans around the world.

¢ The average sea surface temperature measured at Malin Head has been 0.47°C higher
over the last ten years compared to the period 1981-2010.

e Thereis anincrease in river flows across most of Ireland since the early 70s. However,
there is evidence in recent years of an increase in potential drought conditions
especially in the east.

e Land cover observations since 1990 show increases in the areas covered by artificial

surfaces and forest whilst there is a decrease in wetland areas.

2.3. Decarbonising Zones
The National Climate Action Plan 2019 contains 183 actions some of which are relevant to the

Local Authority Sector. The Department of Housing Local Government and Heritage are the
lead for Action 165 of the National Climate Action Plan 2019 which requires Local Authorities
to identify and implement a ‘Decarbonising Zone’ (DZ)*! in each of their areas. A circular
issued by DHLGH to Local Authorities in February 2021 requires that ‘Once candidate

decarbonising zones are identified, and subject to additional guidance and feedback each local
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authority must develop DZ Implementation Plans’. A DZ Working group has been set up
chaired by DHLGH comprising representatives of DECC, SEAI, EMRA, CCMA, LGMA, OPR and

CARO with a view to assisting the sector in implementing this action.

Climate action features prominently in the new Housing for All - a New Housing Plan for
Ireland®? which was published in September 2021. The actions in Housing for All have been
developed to support the targets and objectives of the National Planning Framework and the
Climate Action Plan. Of particular relevance to the local authority sector is that ‘to improve
the quality of existing Local Authority owned housing stock, Local Authorities will retrofit

36,500 Local Authority homes to a B2/cost optimal Building Energy Rating (BER) by 2030’.

2.4.  National Development Plan 2021 to 2030
The National Development Plan®® (NDP) 2021 to 2030 was published on October 4t,2021. In

relation to Climate Action and the Environment, extensive efforts have been made to ensure
that the NDP will support the Government’s climate ambitions. For the first time in Ireland,
climate and environmental assessment of the NDP measures has been undertaken, along with
an assessment of the alignment of the plan as a whole with the ideals of a green recovery
plan. Significant funding commitments are detailed in relation to a range of areas relevant to
climate action including investments in public transport, active transport such as walking and
cycling, funding for retrofitting projects, investment in energy efficiency and renewable
energy. The role of spatial planning is particularly important in driving climate action and low

carbon development.

2.5.  National Biodiversity Action Plan Audit 2021
The National Biodiversity Forum audited the Interim Review of Ireland's National Biodiversity

Action Plan, which expires in 2021. They have suggested that the Government can use the
SDGs and the Climate Action Units established in some departments as frameworks for
mainstreaming biodiversity across policy and beyond and that this should be complemented
by establishing a cross-party working group on biodiversity. They have called for the extension

of, and increased linkages between, protected areas to address migrations due to climate
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change. They have also sought for Government to stimulate and facilitate cross-disciplinary
research between biodiversity, climate, water and economics. They state that nature and
biodiversity can play a central role in achieving national and sub-national net-zero carbon

targets.

2.6. Covid 19 Impact
At the time of writing, it is the proposed that many restrictions which the country has been

living with for more than 18 months will be lifted. The COVID-19 pandemic has had an
impact on all levels of society with over 5000 deaths nationwide and nearly 370,000 total
confirmed cases. The Economic and Social Research Institute (ESRI) noted in its August 2021
report ‘Exploring the Impact of Covid-19 and Recovery Paths for the Economy’** that ‘the
economic outlook is uncertain and depends on factors including the possibility of new waves
of the virus, the emergence of new virus mutations, the stringency and duration of continued
and/or new containment measures, the success of measures in controlling the spread of the
virus, effective vaccines being rolled out and the behavioural response of consumers and
firms when the economy reopens etc.’

Local authorities continue to respond to the additional needs of its businesses and citizens
during this time in terms of adaptations to public realm including the provision of outdoor
dining space, footpath space and cycling infrastructure to improve the liveability and mobility
in areas and to support business to operating under COVID restrictions. Some actions, such
as cycling and pedestrian improvements included in Climate Change Action Plans were
expedited due to the mobility requirements arising from the pandemic. Thus, some actions
will be achieved earlier than anticipated, and further actions may arise from temporary/trial
installations.

The use of and access to green space and other local authority facilities was important to
Dublin citizens during times of restrictions. Lockdowns restricted movement of people to
varying degrees and resulted in a respite for wildlife at certain locations from human
disturbance. The restrictions on movement, including air travel, resulted in more Dubliners
having “staycations” and foregoing foreign holidays. This resulted in increased numbers of
people availing of local amenities, parks and beaches creating additional demands on car

parking, access paths and visitor facilities. While visitors sought the restorative aspects of
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contact with nature, this resulted in increased levels of disturbance of wildlife and impacts on

biodiversity, including habitats and species vulnerable to climate change.

The sector also redesigned existing business processes, provided enhanced internal I.T.
services to support staff working from home, improved online service provision for
public/businesses and developed enhanced internal I.T. capabilities to support internal
services. Sectors were agile in moving public consultation events on-line. These processes will
continue to evolve as restrictions are relaxed and a hybrid work model is employed by the

sector.

Unfortunately, the pandemic has had significant impacts on many people’s incomes as well
as income to the Council. This income deficit has had an effect on the progression of some
actions within the CCAP. For example, some actions were postponed, site work and site visits
were delayed or curtailed. Progress on the Tallaght District Heating Scheme, and the
development of greenways, cycleways and associated infrastructure was delayed due to the

national shutdown of the construction sector.

The decline of activities during the Covid-19 pandemic was found to have caused a 6.4%
decrease of global GHG emissions®®, or 2.3 billion tonnes, in 2020. This was significant but was
smaller than scientists expected and the United Nations Environment Programme estimates
that the world would need to cut carbon emissions by 7.6% per year for the next decade to
prevent the globe from warming more than 1.5°C above pre-industrial levels. Reductions on
this scale would be even larger than 2020’s drop in emissions. In Ireland, estimates prepared
by the EPA and SEAl indicate a reduction in Ireland’s total emissions of 5.9% in 2020 compared
to 2019 levels'®, which is lower than the global average. There was wide variation in
reductions between different sectors, with transport, notably aviation, emissions showing the
greatest decreases both nationally and globally in both studies. A sustained reduction in GHG
emissions is required to address climate change, as GHGs remain in the atmosphere for many
years. Despite economic and travel restrictions in the first quarter of 2021, Ireland’s GHG
emissions in 2021 have risen compared to 2020 levels, according to a review by Friends of the
Environment?’, as a return to “business as usual” happens. The UN Environment Programme
warns that, despite the Covid-19 drop in emissions, the world is still heading for a

temperature rise in excess of 3°C this century — far beyond the Paris Agreement goals of
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limiting global warming to well below 2°C and pursuing 1.5°C. However, a low-carbon
pandemic recovery could cut 25 per cent off the greenhouse emissions expected in 2030,
based on policies in place before COVID-19'8, UNEP estimates that this would achieve even
greater savings than the original Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs) under the Paris
Agreement and put the world close to the 2°C pathway. The pandemic has highlighted that a
global collective action on a sustained basis is necessary to achieve meaningful GHG

reductions.

Figure 2.1 Social distancing measures in place for outdoor events

2.7.  Climate Action Regional Office
The Climate Action Regional Offices (CAROs) were established in 2018 in response to Action

8 of the 2018 National Adaptation Framework (NAF) — Planning for a Climate Resilient Ireland.
The offices are mandated to co-ordinate engagement across the varying levels of government
and help build on experience and expertise that exists in the area of climate change and
climate action. The offices have a role in driving climate action at both regional and local
levels, including supporting the implementation of local adaptation plans/Climate Change
Action Plans.

The composition of the four Climate Action Regions has been determined by the geographical

and topographical characteristics, vulnerabilities and shared climate risks experienced across
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local authority areas. The four CARO regions, constituent local authorities and associated lead

authorities are shown in Table 2.1.

Table 2.1: Climate Action Regional Offices

Climate Action Region Local Authority function Lead Authority

area

Dublin Metropolitan Dublin City, Dun-Laoghaire- | Dublin City Council
Rathdown, South Dublin,

Fingal
Eastern and Midlands Carlow, Cavan, Kildare, Kildare County Council with
Kilkenny, Laois, Leitrim, support from Kilkenny

Longford, Louth, Meath, County Council
Monaghan, Offaly,

Roscommon, Tipperary,
Waterford, Westmeath,

Wexford, Wicklow

Atlantic Seaboard North Donegal, Sligo, Mayo, Mayo County Council
Galway City & County

Atlantic Seaboard South Clare, Limerick, Kerry, Cork | Cork County Council

City & County.
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Figure 2.2: Climate Action Regional Offices (CAROs)

The Dublin Metropolitan CARO has been working closely with the four Dublin Climate Teams
and Codema, the Dublin Energy Agency to support the implementation of their Climate
Change Action Plans. The Dublin CARO has a regional steering group comprising the four
Director of Services of the Dublin Local Authorities, and colleagues form Codema and the
Eastern Midlands Regional Assembly. Examples of projects across the six key areas of the

CARO work programme are included below;

2.7.1. Management and Governance
o National, Regional and local climate team meetings

o Participation in sectoral adaptation steering groups and working groups

o Preparation of detailed business case to support climate action for the local
authority sector

o Participation in relevant CCMA/LGMA and Government working groups on

Climate Action

2.7.2. Climate Adaptation
o Assisting local authorities with implementation and reporting of Climate

Change Adaptation /Action Plans including implementation guidance
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Preparation of guidance such as guidance document for adaptation of regional
& local roads

Working with Government Departments and agencies on the implementation
of sectoral adaptation plans

Collaborating with key climate actors such as Climate Ireland, 3™ Level
Universities

Participation on National Working Groups such as new Coastal Change

Strategy Steering Group

2.7.3. Climate Mitigation
Preparation of guidance on topics such as Decarbonisation Zones, Sustainable

Energy Communities, Carbon Offsetting etc.

Participation in Regional and National Electric Vehicle (EV) working groups
Collaboration with energy agencies (where in place) and SEAIl on energy
related projects

Identifying and assisting local authorities with projects eligible for the National

Climate Action Fund

2.7.4. Communications and Citizen Engagement
Presentations to Councils, Government Departments and Agencies, youth

organisations and the general public

Supporting individual local authorities with community engagement events
including climate action workshops

Collaboration with key stakeholders such as GAA on Green Clubs Programme,
Combhairle Na Nég, Age Friendly Ireland etc.

Use of CARO website and social media communication channels

Prepare submissions on climate relevant public consultations

Assist Local Authorities with ‘Climate Conversations’ with PPNs and Comhairle

Na Nég as part of public consultation to National Climate Action Plan 2021

2.7.5. Training and Education
Preparation and rollout of a comprehensive Climate Action training plan for

the LA sector across all levels (see below for further details)
Identification of external training and upskilling opportunities in climate action

for the Local Authority Sector
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o Collaboration with expert organisations and representative bodies for tailored

workshops and training seminars

2.7.6. Knowledge Development
o Development of online Weather impacts Reporting App (WIRE) for Local

Authorities

o Preparation of guidance and position papers on climate action areas

o Identification and communication of funding opportunities for climate action
projects in local authorities and assistance with application process

o Participation in relevant climate action research projects from the
Environmental Protection Agency research programmes and other funding
programmes

o Engaging with and local authorities and Regional Assemblies on planning issues

relating to climate action including the hosting of planning workshops

2.8.  Local Authority Climate Action Training Programme

A key focus of the CARO work programme for 2021 has been the roll out of climate action

training across the local authority sector. This

LOCAL AUTHORITY

Climate Action
Training Programme

training plan has been developed by the

CAROs in collaboration with partners such as

the Local Authority Environmental Services
Training Group (LASTNG), Climate Ireland, the Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland (SEAI),
Met Eireann, the Environmental Protection Agency, the Institute for Public Administration
and others. Training has been targeted at all staff levels and focuses on the following six pillar
areas;
« Climate Action Leadership — aimed at all elected members & senior staff
« Climate Action Awareness Training — aimed at building capacity across climate action
teams
« General Awareness Building — online training for all indoor staff to raise awareness of
climate action
o Practical Climate Action — training for all outdoor staff to assist them to deliver

practical climate action measures
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« Behavioral Change Training — to empower staff to promote positive change both
internally and across the community

« Specific and Targeted Training — training arising from specific knowledge gaps or
individual policy/role requirements, such as spatial planning, flood risk management

and

Despite COVID restrictions, the training programme advanced in interactive online formats
and workshops throughout the year across all counties. Four of the six training pillars having
commenced with over 6,500 staff completing the Raising Awareness training alone.
Championing Leadership training has been completed by 560 senior staff and elected
members across 15 local authorities and will be undertaken for Fingal, Dun Laoghaire
Rathdown and South Dublin County Councils by the end of the year. Dublin County Council
will complete this training in Q1 2022. Other key work areas for Dublin CARO throughout 2021

included:

2.8.1. Strengthening communications

This has been primarily by developing the CARO website and the CARO quarterly e-
newsletter. The CARO website was launched in February 2021 and has had over 127,000 views
since then. The most popular sections of the website include projects, research, local
authority climate action, training and academic courses. The CARO newsletter has many
subscribers across a range of local authorities, agencies, government departments, academia
and members of the public. Both the website and the newsletter are key tools for
dissemination of information on climate policy, research, funding, events, training and

examples of climate action work across the local authority sector.

2.8.2. Community outreach

Working with the four Dublin Local Authorities and Codema a significant amount of work and
events were undertaken as part of the Dublin Climate Action Week in September to deliver a
programme of in person and online events to showcase climate action. Additional outreach
will be achieved through the delivery of recorded webinars on the CARO website for future

use. Other events have included working with partners such as Age Friendly Ireland An Taisce
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Climate Ambassadors and 3™ Level universities to participate in events and workshops on

climate action.

2.8.3. Changing behaviour and empowering local adaptation

CARO provided supports in completing two successful applications on behalf of local
authorities to the Creative Ireland ‘Creative Climate Action’ Fund:

1. DCC successfully applied for funding from Creative Ireland for the ‘Creative
Climate Action Crumlin’ project. This one-year project commenced in
September 2021 with community workshops. Project partners are: DCC
(project lead), Crumlin Community Clean Up (community lead), Dublin Circus
Project, CARO, Codema and other partners. The target is to develop
programmes of behavioural change created by 3,000 residents to influence the
wider community. It involves local community leaders, scientists, artists,
activists through a year-long festival of events in Crumlin for capacity-building
and long-term results. A project coordinator is to be appointed in Q4 2021.

2. Trinity College Dublin in conjunction with CARO and with support of a number
of Local Authorities submitted a successful application to the Creative Ireland
Climate Action Fundi. The project entitled ‘Linte na Farraige’ is a collaborative
project, with a team including scientists, based at TCD, Maynooth University,
University College Cork , the Dublin CARO, local authorities, Irish creators, and
Finnish artists Timo Aho and Pekka Niittyvirta. It seeks to connect the public
visually and tangibly to the risks from future sea levels. Interactive educational
resources provided on the project website and information boards, will
encourage the participant to understand society’s role in reducing carbon
emissions and act accordingly. A selection of videos will be created to record
the visual art for future generations. The planning phase of the project has

commenced with installations due to be in place in Q2 2022.

2.8.4. Providing expertise to national policy formation

CARO contributed to policy development as a member of expert groups and for the following

publications:
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e Project Advisory Group on Local Authority Climate Action Plan Guidelines;

e Dublin Local Authority Electric Vehicle Charging Strategy;

e Local Authority Electrification of Fleet and EV Charging Guidance ;

e Local Authority GPP Training Steering Group; and

e Dublin's Energy Transition Roadmap (Zero Together).

2.8.5. Dublin Climate Action Week 2021

The four Dublin local authorities in

conjunction with Codema and CARO
organised ‘Dublin Climate Action Week’ in
September 2021. The overall vision of Dublin
Climate Action Week 2021 was — ‘to highlight

Dublin’s climate action progress to its citizens

DUBLIN
CLIMATE
ACTI AN
WEEK

and demonstrate the leadership role of the four local authorities in conjunction with other

partners’.

The steering group worked together to devise a programme of events and promotional

material to showcase the shared objectives of the initiative which were to:

e Demonstrate progress on the implementation of the four Dublin local authority

Climate Change Action Plans, and a regional approach to climate action;

e Engage with a full range of partners to share knowledge on efforts and innovation

across sectors;

e Make climate action a ‘reality’ allowing citizens to see what climate action looks like;

e Promote this initiative so as to fully engage with EU and international cities and our

climate peers; and

e Create alegacy so that this initiative can carry forward to subsequent years in a variety

of ways.

The website www.dublinclimateactionweek.ie was established as a portal for information and

booking of events. In total over 75 in-person and on-line events were delivered across the

CCAP theme areas of Energy & Buildings, Transport, Flood Resilience, Nature Based Solutions,

Resource Management and Citizen Engagement. The website continues to be a repository of

information containing recordings of events and links to local authority work in the area of
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climate action. In addition to the website, the handle #DCAW21 was used in conjunction with
regional and local videos and various media to promote and highlight the activities during the

week both locally nationally and internationally.

3.0. Update from CoDEMA

The following is a non-exhaustive summary of some of the main activities Codema has
undertaken in the last 12 months. Since the Climate Change Action Plan’s publication in 2019,
Codema has continued its work as the energy advisor to the four Dublin Local Authorities

(DLAs).

3.1. Energy Management
Codema assists in the direct energy management within South Dublin County Council (SDCC),

completing the SEAI Monitoring and Reporting to show the authority’s progress towards its
2020 33% energy efficiency improvement target, and now its revised 50% improvement
target for 2030. SDCC has surpassed its 2020 energy efficiency target by reducing its energy
use by 45.7% compared to the baseline. In addition to this, a target of a 50% absolute
reduction in energy-related GHGs has also been set by 2030. This target will use a separate
baseline to the energy efficiency target, taking an average of emissions from 2016-2018.
Codema has begun to assess what additional actions will be required to achieve this target,
using the latest Gap-to-Target tool developed by SEAI. By the end of 2020, SDCC had reduced
its GHG emissions by 37% compared to this baseline. A project management plan was
completed for an initial small-scale solar PV project at Arthurstown Landfill site, with a follow
up meeting conducted to determine the next steps required for this project and a larger
commercial-scale PV project on the site. Nineteen DECs were generated for public buildings
in 2021. Codema was awarded significant funding from the EU Horizon 2020 Programme in
2021 to develop a Project Implementation Unit for the development of renewable energy and
energy efficiency projects in Dublin over the next four years. Under this DeliveREE project, 20
SDCC facilities have been proposed for energy projects within the project pipeline. In

conjunction with this, Codema is working with the four Dublin Local Authorities to develop a
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Pathfinder funding application with SEAI, which could provide up to 50% capital funding for

these projects.

3.2.  Energy and Climate Awareness
As one of the organising partners, Codema worked very closely with South Dublin County

Council throughout the organisation and implementation of Dublin Climate Action Week
2021. There was excellent synergy and collaboration achieved across the Codema and Dublin
City Council teams, resulting in a cohesive and informative week of events. Codema continued
to support the Home Energy Saving Kit Scheme across South Dublin County Council’s libraries.
Energy saving resources and social media content were provided to the libraries in order to
maintain interest in the kits during the Covid19 pandemic; when the kits were unavailable to
borrow. Codema developed a recorded demonstration of the Home Energy Saving Kits in
order for the council’s libraries to promote the scheme during Dublin’s first Climate Action
Week in September 2021. A webinar focusing on saving energy in the home was also provided
during Dublin Climate Action Week and was targeted at library patrons as well as the general
public. The Home Energy Saving Kit scheme has continued to expand nationally, with the kits

now available to borrow from 116 libraries across Ireland.

3.3.  Dublin Region Energy Master Plan

Codema is developing the Dublin Regional Energy Master Plan through the SEAI Research,
Development and Demonstration (RD&D) programme. The aim of this project is to evaluate
and outline the cost-optimal, spatially possible and technically feasible low-carbon scenarios
for Dublin to meet its 2030 and 2050 CO; reduction targets from the perspective of society,
energy consumers and the energy sector. This project looks at the three main energy sectors
(heat, electricity and transport) and the synergies between them to deliver more cost-
effective low-carbon pathways for the region. It will look at current and future policy impacts
and shortfalls to targets needed to make Dublin net carbon neutral by 2050. This is the first
master plan of its kind in Ireland to look at the County and indeed small area level and to
assess which solutions will work best within local constraints. The finished plan will aid

planners and other decision makers in all energy related plans in the future.
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3.4. District Heating
The Tallaght District Heating Scheme in South Dublin, is using waste heat from the Amazon

data centre to provide low-carbon heating to several public and private buildings. The
contract for this has been signed and work began in May 2021. It will be the first publicly
owned not for profit heat utility company in Ireland and its aim is to bring low or zero carbon
energy throughout the Tallaght district and beyond. Over €5m funding for the project was
secured through the Interreg NWE HeatNet NWE and the Climate Action Fund.

3.5. Sustainable Energy Communities
Codema are the coordinators of the SEAI Sustainable Energy Communities (SEC) Programme

for the Dublin and Mid East region. The seven counties (4 Dublin LAs, Kildare, Wicklow and
Meath) are each provided with a mentor to help advise the SECs and move them along their
progress from learning about energy and climate change, to conducting an energy master
plan and registry of opportunities to finally undertaking projects. The aim is to upskill and
educate but also to reduce energy consumption through behavioural change, energy
efficiency, renewable and smart solutions. The seven local authorities are acting as lead
applicants on behalf of the SECs for their energy master plans providing finance to activate
grants and procurement expertise for hiring consultants. Work has been carried out to
improve and streamline the energy master plan process, to make it more accessible for SECs,
by reducing risk and highlighting Stakeholders throughout the energy master plan. The tender
will last for four years and has already proved very popular with twenty-seven new SECs

signing up this year, and a current total of one hundred and forty SECs.
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3.6. EU Projects

An area Codema has extensive knowledge and experience in is the application and execution
of EU projects across a range of funding streams, at present we have several active projects,

namely:

HeatNet NWE: The Interreg NWE HeatNet project aims to remove the policy, economic and
technological barriers to fourth generation district heating in North-West Europe. It has six
pilot projects and a budget of €11.5 million of which the Tallaght District Heating Scheme is

one and has received over €1m in funding from the project.

TOMORROW: With the support of the H2020 “‘TOMORROW’ project, Codema has made
significant progress in relation to the Dublin Energy Transition Roadmap. - Through an
engaging workshop in April 2021, Codema and the four Dublin Local Authorities identified key
“frontrunners” across a diverse range of sectors to join the existing Transition Team. This
team now consists of 18, highly motivated individuals tasked with - is developing a
collaborative Transition Roadmap for the Dublin Region by the end of 2022, which will
motivate citizens, local businesses, public authorities and transport groups to work together
towards the same goal of developing Dublin as a sustainable, healthy, leading EU city by 2050.
The Transition Team will be taking part in eight workshops. The first workshop will be taking
place on Tuesday, September 28th 2021. The Transition Team has already been involved in
the development of a brand name and visual identity for the roadmap process and
successfully selected the name “Zero Together” which will be used to promote and engage
stakeholders and the wider public in the development of the roadmap. As part of the wider
public engagement campaign, Codema has developed and launched a survey to get the
public's views on how to move Dublin away from fossil fuels. The responses to this will guide
the Transition Team in how to better engage the public around the energy used at home, at

work and while on the move, as well as inform actions for the Zero Together roadmap.

Decarb City Pipes: Codema are partners in the Decarb City Pipes 2050 project which kicked
off in September 2020. This project is focused on the decarbonisation of heat through

capacity building in cities. This includes creating local working groups (made up of key local
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stakeholders within the cities of Bilbao, Bratislava, Dublin, Munich, Rotterdam, Vienna and
Winterthur) to outline gaps in knowledge and current practices (planning methodologies,
tools, policy instruments, effective governance structures, etc.) and then go about addressing
these gaps through deep peer-to-peer learning with input from an experienced advisory
board. An in-depth engagement process will be adopted to develop these roadmaps, to build
strong effective working relationships within each city, and ensure strong buy-in from
stakeholders. As part of this engagement process Codema have set up a local working group
of key stakeholders for Dublin which includes the ESB, Gas Networks Ireland, Dublin City
Council, Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland, Commission for Regulating Utilities,
representatives from the Department of Environment, Climate and Communication, and
Geological Survey Ireland. This group has agreed a heating outlook for Dublin as well as its
members partaking in peer-to-peer knowledge sharing sessions in areas such as geothermal

energy, example boiler replacement studies etc.

REDAP (Regional Energy Demand Analysis Portal) project, which was approved under the
2018 European Research Area Network (ERA-Net) Smart Energy Systems fund and is
supported by the Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland.

REDAP, which started in November 2019 and will continue till March 2022, presents a cross-
sectoral approach to regional energy systems and will help end-users to spatially visualise and
better understand the characteristics of urban energy demand. This project builds on the
work Codema had previously done in developing the Spatial Energy Demand Analysis (SEDAs),
similar to the SEDAs, this project gives insight into the building stock and additionally, also
provides information on the transport sector. It combines GIS with urban energy planning
data to provide an integrated approach to energy in both the building and transport sectors,
and spatial planning. This in turn enables planners, policy-makers and investors to make more
informed decisions relating to energy demand, energy efficiency and renewable energy
alternatives, whilst also generating an increased evidence base to inform further project

feasibility and implementation.
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QGasSP: Codema, along with Tallinn University of Technology (TalTech), Stockholm
Environment Institute (SEI) and Oivan were awarded the tender for QGasSP. This research is
financed through the European Spatial Planning Observation Network (ESPON) Programme,
which is an applied research programme aimed at supporting the formulation of territorial
development policies in Europe. The objective of this research project is to produce a
methodology that will allow planning authorities at national, regional and local administrative
levels to quantify the influence of spatial planning policies on GHG emissions in a consistent
manner. More specifically, the objective is to address the knowledge demands and technical
requirements of the four stakeholders included within this Targeted Analysis Project, namely,
the Eastern and Midlands Regional Authority (IE) who are the lead stakeholder in this project;
Scottish Government — Planning & Architecture Division (UK); Department of Infrastructure,
Northern Ireland (UK); and Regional Council of Kymenlaakso (Fl).

The ESPON Targeted Analysis is a tool to develop cross-border evidence. For this project, the
purpose of the targeted analysis is to identify robust methods for quantifying the relative
impact on GHG emissions of alternative spatial planning policies to inform strategic
alternatives. Codema's role in this project is to lead the case study pilots, building related GHG
methodology and data collection. This project specifically targets the EMRA’s RSES Regional
Policy Objective (RPO) 3.6 - City and county development plans shall undergo assessment of
their impact on carbon reduction targets and shall include measures to monitor and review

progress towards carbon reduction targets.

DeliveREE will create an innovative project finance and delivery structure for EE projects in
the Dublin region, across 4 municipalities, using various performance-based contracting
structures. By creating a structured approach, DeliveREE will accelerate the formation of
large-scale projects by standardising the project development process, allowing projects of
various types and sizes to be aggregated to create scale. This enables the use of energy
performance and energy supply contracts whose performance guarantees are both critical
for achieving value for money and provide a mechanism for the involvement of private capital.
DeliveREE will do this by:

e Creating a ‘one stop shop’ Project Implementation Unit (PIU) for project owners to go

to for energy saving projects
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e Creating an innovative standardised central project delivery system for processing
potential projects to achieve speed of

e assessment and give confidence and familiarity to clients & market players

e Removing legal and administrative barriers through cooperatively designing approved
assessment templates and

e procedures to ensure quality control and due diligence

e Aggregating projects, bundling multiple small and medium projects together to attract
ESCo market and private financing, and gain large scale impact on efficiency in the
building stock

e Using arange of performance-based contracts to ensure long-term guaranteed energy

savings, and de-risk cash-flows

DeliveREE will test and develop the PIU with the roll-out of a pipeline of EE projects in public
sector buildings and services across the 4 Dublin Local Authorities over 4 years. The pipeline
includes over 140 buildings and sites across the 4 municipalities, including a mix of building
types such as leisure centres, fire stations, theatres, libraries, head offices, community
buildings and landfill treatment facilities.The project will save an average of 24GWh energy
savings over the contract lifetime, amounting to 3.8 ktCO2 savings. The total CapEx of the
pipeline is €19.5m, with an estimated total contract value of these energy projects of circa
€23.5m of which at least €9.75m will be privately financed. Based on the consortium's
experience of delivering projects with a mix of financing sources, we aim to have a financing
split of 20% project owner, 30% grant and 50% private financing on average across the

contracts.

The DeliveREE consortium consists of technical, facilitation, project management,
communications, procurement, legal and financial experts, as well as project owners who will
test the DeliveREE structure. In addition to the four Dublin Local Authorities and Codema
consortium includes:
e Resourceful Futures Ltd (UK) bring their extensive experience in legal, commercial and
finance, from developing and deploying energy transition (power, heat and energy
efficiency) and circular economy projects to remove legal and administrative barriers,

and add bankability due diligence and project risk allocation.
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e Philip Lee Solicitors Ltd has vast legal experience in large energy infrastructure projects
and will provide expertise to ensure compliance with legal and regulatory
requirements, including public procurement advice.

e Sustainable Development Capital LLC (SDCL) bring their in-depth experience of
investing in EE; they manage the Irish Energy Efficiency fund and invest in EE retrofit

projects and seek a return based on savings achieved.
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4.0. South Dublin County Council Climate Change Action Updates
2021

4.1. 2020 Energy Review

South Dublin County Council received figures from CoDEMA relating to our 2020 energy
performance, consumption and efficiency.

In 2020, SDCC consumed 39 gigawatt hours (GWh) of primary energy; equivalent to 6,899
tonnes of CO, and an estimated cost of this energy use to be approximately €2.7 million.
Codema has been entering this yearly data into the M&R system on behalf of SDCC since 2011,
in order to comply with the reporting requirements of the European Energy Efficiency
Directive 2012/27/EU. The directive has been transposed into Irish Law as Statutory
Instrument S.1. 426 of 2014, which sets out several obligations on public bodies with respect
to their “exemplary role” for energy efficiency by achieving savings of 33% by 2020. This is an
average reduction target of 3% per year.

To date, as reported by the M&R system, SDCC has improved its energy performance by
45.7%, compared to the baseline year (which is an average of between 2006-2008).
Therefore, SDCC has achieved their energy efficiency goal of 33% energy efficiency savings by
2020. It must be acknowledged that the SEAI is currently looking to change the methodology
within the M&R system to account for the new 50% energy efficiency target by 2030 as set
out in the national 2019 Climate Action Plan. SEAI is also looking at what was the impact of
COVID on the local authority’s energy efficiency during 2020.

In relation to the new 50% energy efficiency target, there are a number of factors to be
considered. First of all there is a significant saving that has been made from the
decarbonisation of the grid which results in the primary energy conversion factor changing
considerably since the baseline.

The other significant factor is the result of the lockdown on the local authority services and
the resulting energy savings in 2020.

To balance the effect of these savings, the SEAI have announced new 50% carbon reduction
target to 2030 and a review of the baseline from 2009 to an average of between 2016-2018.

This will result in a more challenging target for the local authority over the decade as it is an
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absolute target and will have to consider possible increase in energy use in the coming years
as the dust settles from Covid-19 lockdown.

The SEAI have also announced that they will be performing an analysis of the impact of COVID
on the local authorities energy efficiency during the pandemic.

SDCC are currently awaiting the publication of the 2020 Annual Review for a full breakdown

and analysis of the results.

4.2. CCAP return to DECC
SDCC completed and submitted the

2" annual reporting template of
progress on our Climate Change 1 30
Action Plan 2019-2024 to the ACTIONS
Department of Environment and
Climate & Communications. The
template tracks the status of each of
the 130 actions and provides an
update on progress throughout the gl’fgg/i"g

reporting period. The template

includes the performance dashboard.

ACTION AREA [0 oneoING POSTPONED | NOT STARTED

Energy & Buildings 6 actions 16 actions 0 actions 5actions

Transport 1action 18 actions 1 action 1action
Flood Resilience 2 actions 19 actions 0 actions 1action
Nature-Based Solutions 3actions 28 actions 0 actions 2 actions

Resource Management 25 actions 0 actions 1action

4.3. Tallaght District Heating Project
Full steam ahead as construction on the Tallaght District Heating Scheme, Ireland’s first large

scale district heating project, is officially commenced.

The Tallaght District Heating Scheme is being led by South Dublin County Council. The scheme
will also operate as Ireland’s first not-for-profit heat utility and will make a significant
contribution to reducing carbon emissions in the area, with annual saving of almost 1,500

tonnes of CO? in its first phase.
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The project, which involves an underground network of highly insulated pipes that transfer
low carbon heat from an energy source to buildings that have connected to the system, will
provide hot water and space heating. The nearby Amazon data centre will provide the initial
source of heat on the network; however, the scheme can accommodate additional,
alternative, energy sources over time.

Phase one of the Tallaght District Heating Scheme connects South Dublin County Council’s
office headquarters and the TU Dublin-Tallaght campus. During normal operation, the heat
demand will be fully covered from heat generated at the data centre. The subsequent phases
of the project will facilitate the connection of other public, private and residential customers
in the Tallaght area including the proposed residential development at Belgard Gardens,

which will be home to more than 3,000 people. The system will be operational from Q2, 2022.

South Dublin County Council has secured funding of almost €4.5 million for the Tallaght
District Heating Scheme through the Government's Climate Action Fund, as well as support
from the Interreg North-West Europe HeatNet NWE project and the Sustainable Energy

Authority of Ireland.

Interreg HE

North-West Europe
HeatNet NWE

PROJECT OBJECTIVE: To accelerate
the transition to 4* Generation
District Heating & Cooling in North-
West Europe urban areas

Figure 4.1 Breaking ground on the Tallaght District heating Scheme
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4.4. Decarbonising Zone

Under the National Climate Action Plan 2019, each Local Authority was required to submit to
the DHLGH a potential area suitable as a decarbonising zone, (i.e. to implement a range of
measures to reduce carbon by a minimum of 51% by 2030). A circular from the DHLGH
(LGSM01-2021) requested each LA to submit a proposal by 30t April, 2021.
Once decarbonising zones are identified each local authority will be tasked with developing
DZ implementation plans by the end of Q4 2021 and those plans should be included in their
published Climate Action Plans, as required by the Climate Action Bill, by such date as
specified by the Minister for Environment, Communications and Climate.
As the majority of carbon emissions in the county originate from the burning of fossil fuels for
home heating, electricity generation and transport we needed to capture a broad mix across
sectors including residential, industrial, commercial, municipal and community to enable
SDCC develop a range of strategies whilst adhering to the key principle of ‘just transition’.
Having considered the options, it was established that either Clondalkin or Tallaght would
emerge as the most viable SDCC Decarbonising Zone. The pros and cons for each option were
carefully considered, and finally, it was decided to submit both locations as our proposal.
The next steps include;

e Continue working with our energy agency (CoDEMA) to review the Spatial Energy

Demand Analysis;

e Define the DZ boundaries

e Develop a baseline for Carbon emissions

e Identify the key stakeholders

e I|dentify funding sources

e |dentify Carbon reducing measures in each Decarbonising Zone

e Prepare an implementation plan to be submitted to DHLGH and to form part of our

Climate Change Action Plan

4.5. Climate Action Week
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The inaugural Dublin Climate Action Week (DCAW21) took place from 13th - 19th September
2021. Organised by the four Dublin Local Authorities, the Dublin Climate Action Regional
Office (CARO) and Dublin’s Energy Agency Codema, the week comprised a programme of
online and in-person events which aimed to inspire, share knowledge and highlight best
practice climate action.

As a founding organisation, South Dublin County Council delivered a range of events looking
to showcase our climate action and engage our communities, through the guiding principle
of ‘taking action together’.

South Dublin County Council is taking a climate leadership role on climate action, however,
with less than 1% of the county’s CO, emissions directly under our control, and as part of
national emission targets for 2030, the Council must also inspire and support climate action

across society. Our events looked to do this.

Trial a m-

for your business!

BleeperBox

signanotay st Bleeper BOSEEIEE. |

Figure 4.2 Official launched of DCAW21

4.5.1. Eventsin South Dublin
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The week began with a sold-out tour of the Tallaght District Heating Scheme site organised
by Codema. The project is currently under construction and when completed will be the first
large-scale district heating network of its kind in Ireland. The scheme will make a significant
contribution to reducing CO; emissions in South Dublin, saving up to 1,500 tonnes of CO; each
year and establishing Tallaght as a leader in innovation in the area of climate change.

This was followed by a live panel discussion outlining progress on our five-year Climate

Change Action Plan. Hosted by the Mayor of South Dublin County Council Peter Kavanagh,

the discussion focused on the five areas that make up the plan: Energy & Buildings, Transport,
Flood Resilience, Nature-Based Solutions, and Resource Management. The webinar included
a Q&A session with the chairs of each area and can be viewed here.

With citizen engagement high on the agenda during DCAW21, we delivered a Sustainable
Energy Communities (SEC) information seminar, providing an overview of how to set an SEC
up. In partnership with Fingal County Council, we engaged citizens on the vital topic of fast
fashion and its detrimental effects on climate, environment, and societies. We also explored

biodiversity actions in South Dublin, on a tour of the historic Tymon Park esker, one of the

many ongoing projects to protect and restore biodiversity in the county.

Figure 4.3 A Biodiversity Walk in Tymon Park led by South Dublin County Council Heritage Officer Rosaleen Dwyer.
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How we manage our resources was also in focus with an in-person event showcasing practical
examples of the circular economy. The event featured the Rediscovery Centre, the National
Centre for the Circular Economy in Ireland, as they guided citizens through furniture repair,
fashion upcycling, and bicycle maintenance. Sustainable Living was also explored through a
webinar which offered simple solutions that people can adopt to help them live more
sustainably.

South Dublin Comhairle na nOg debuted their impressive new climate action video and there
was a range of climate action events for younger audiences delivered in partnership with
South Dublin County Council libraries. The week ended with an inspiring solar-powered,
outdoor, zero-waste screening of the climate documentary “2040”, under the moonlight in

Rathfarnham Castle Park.

Figure 4.4 Solar-powered Cinema Screening in Rathfarnham Castle Park
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4.5.2. Reaching Audiences

A focus of DCAW?21 for South Dublin County Council was also about reaching members of the
public who perhaps were new to climate action, and we looked to make the visibility of events
as broad as possible. Examples of this included local press and radio advertising; social media
outreach; promotion to local groups including GAA clubs, tidy towns organisations, county
chambers of commerce, community groups, and men’s sheds; a promotional event with local
soccer club Shamrock Rovers FC; and outreach through The Council’s Social Inclusion Unit

database of contacts including the South Dublin Migrant Integration Forum.

We also participated with our regional Dublin partners in a unique promotional event.
Pictured below, a largescale sand mural delivered on Portmarnock Beach represented a low
impact, environmentally friendly way to engage audiences. Whether in person on the day or
filmed from the sky and promoted on social media, the sand mural offered a standout way to

capture the imagination and promote the first ever Dublin Climate Action Week.
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Figure 4.5 Low Impact Advertising - DCAW21 from the sky
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4.6. Climate Action Communications Strategy
The Climate Change Team has developed a Communications Strategy to document and

promote the Council’s numerous actions being carried out through day-to-day work and the
Climate Change Action Plan. The Communications strategy will inform elected members and

members of the public of ongoing Climate Action related works and upcoming events.

4.6.1. Newsletter
In 2021 SDCC launched its Climate Change Newsletter. The first edition was published in

January 2021 focussing on energy. The second edition was published in May and with a focus
on Transport.
Our social media hashtag (#SDCCClimateAction) is now being used on all South Dublin County

Council climate action social media posts.

4.6.2. Website
A SDCC Climate Action website is currently in development. The website will provide citizens

direct access to the Climate Change Action Plan and it’s actions. The website will provide
information and resources to citizens on current Climate Action projects and events. A web

design company (PTools) has been engaged to deliver the website and provide training.

4.7. Sustainable Energy Communities
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A Sustainable Energy Community (SEC) is a community in which everyone works together to
develop a sustainable energy system for the benefit of the community. This is achieved by:

e Being energy efficient
e Using renewable energy where feasible
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e Adopting smart technology solutions

The Sustainable Energy Community programme is run by the Sustainable Energy Authority of
Ireland (SEAI), Ireland’s national energy authority. South Dublin County Council is working with
Sustineo, the appointed mentor for communities in South Dublin and Codema, Dublin’s Energy
Agency to facilitate and support homeowners, sports clubs, community centres, local
businesses and churches transition to Sustainable Energy Communities.

SDCC has agreed to provide bridging finance to communities to develop their Energy
Masterplans. The cost will be recouped from the SEAI.

South Dublin County Council has also committed to providing financial support for sustainable
energy projects identified in Energy Masterplans and deemed beneficial to communities
under the SDCC Climate Innovation Fund.

Benefits

e Lower Energy Bills

Make homes and community buildings more comfortable

Boost local employment opportunities

Build community energy knowledge, confidence and capacity through experience

Become a leader in sustainable energy and do your bit for the planet

Further information: https://www.seai.ie/community-energy/sustainable-energy-

communities/

Currently there are 8 Sustainable Energy Communities in South Dublin, including groups that

have already initiated projects and groups who are at an early stage in developing their

objectives.
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4.8.

Draft Dublin Air Quality Plan

Ireland, as an EU member state is
obliged to implement EU Directive
2008/50/EC on ambient air quality and
cleaner air for Europe. In 2019, there
was an exceedance of the annual
permissible limit value for Nitrogen
Dioxide at one air quality monitoring
station in Dublin. When this occurs,
under legislation, the relevant Local
Authorities are obliged to prepare an
air quality plan to identify the root
causes and to formulate measures to
address that exceedance and submit
the plan to the EU within two years of
the exceedance.

The four Dublin Local Authorities have

ty Council, South Dublin County Council
County Council

Dublin Region Air
Quality Plan 2021

Air Quality Plan to improve Nitrogen Dioxide levels in Dublin Region

Comhairle Cathrach ~ Comhairle Contae
Bhaile At liath
Dublin City

South Dublin County Council

<4

—

) 4
I"

Comhairle Contae County Council

prepared a draft Air Quality Plan which was open for public consultation until 15" November,

2021.

Draft Dublin Air Quality Plan | South Dublin County Council's Online Consultation Portal

(sdublincoco.ie)

Nitrogen dioxide, is an air pollutant primarily associated with transport emissions, therefore,

the purpose of this plan is to address reducing nitrogen dioxide emissions from transport in

the Dublin region

South Dublin County Council have
collaborated in the WeCount

project with UCD, by funding air

HEWECOUNT

quality monitoring equipment at schools in the county, through the Climate Innovation Fund.
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The WeCount project empowers citizens to
measure road traffic and air pollution in their
own neighbourhoods. WeCount is a European
citizen engagement project with case studies
in six cities: Dublin, Cardiff, Barcelona,
Madrid, Leuven, Ljubljana. Citizens and
community groups within each city are
provided with low-cost sensors that count

heavy vehicles, cars, bicycles, pedestrians and

air

pollution at the street level. Data collected will be used to provide evidence of the need of
sustainable mobility policies around schools, such as the 30km/h speed limit around schools,
the School Zone initiative, etc.

https://we-count.net/networks/dublin

4.9. Climate Action Awareness Training
Under action 150 of The National Climate Action Plan a Local Authority Climate Action

Training Programme is being delivered to all 29,000 Local Authority staff and elected
members. The course is split into 3 modules, each 45-90min in duration. The training is
mandatory to all staff and aims to increase knowledge, understanding and awareness of
global climate change and the context for Ireland, for Local Authorities and for our citizens.
To date training has been made available nationally to all grades 5,6 and 7.

Limerick Institute of Technology have been appointed by the LASNTG to deliver the training
programme to elected members and senior staff, including Chief Executives, Directors of
Services, Senior Executive Officers, Senior Engineers/Planners and equivalent. Training for
SDCC elected members and senior staff has been scheduled for 5th November 2021.

In total, 26 Local authorities will have completed this training by the end of 2021. The

remaining five local authorities will be provided with the training in 2022.
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5.0. CCAP 2019-2024 Action Updates
5.1.  Energy and Buildings Action Updates






https://www.covenantofmayors.eu/about/covenant-community/signatories/overview.html?scity_id=15702
https://www.covenantofmayors.eu/about/covenant-community/signatories/overview.html?scity_id=15702

























5.2.  Transport Action Updates







































https://www.lgma.ie/en/publications/general-publications/local-authority-electrification-of-fleet-and-ev-charging-guidance.pdf
https://www.lgma.ie/en/publications/general-publications/local-authority-electrification-of-fleet-and-ev-charging-guidance.pdf

5.3.  Flood Resilience Action Updates
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5.4. Nature Based Solutions Action Updates

N.1 - Establish regional working group to identify areas and priorities for action

Indicator:Working Group Established

Status: Ongoing

Update: SDCC has initiated contact with neighbouring LAs to establish a Regional Working
Group to identify new actions and priorities. Working group will include members from 4

DLAs. SDCC to prepare terms of reference for the group.

N.2 - Establish a cross departmental SuDS Working Group to promote and pilot water-

sensitive urban design (WSUD) incorporating urban tree planting

Indicator: Working Group Established, # of urban tree pits used as attenuation systems

Status: Ongoing

Update: A SuDS Working Group has been established and is currently progressing the
development of guideline for SuDS. Guidelines for SuDS will include advice on using tree
pits for water attenuation. SuDS working group have received the Scoping Doc from McCloy

Consulting.

N.3 - Workshop to develop Dublin Risk Assessment for nature and Climate Change

Indicator: Workshop conducted, assessment developed

Status: Not Started

Update: This action has not commenced as yet. Will be included in Regional Working Group

to identify areas and priorities for action.

N.4 - Workshop on NBS, green infrastructure and Sustainable Urban Drainage Systems

(SuDS)

Indicator: Workshop undertaken, report of outcomes

Status: Ongoing

Update: A series of workshops on Nature Based Solutions and SuDS has been included in
the scope of the services to be delivered by the SuDS Guidelines Consultant. Gl and NBS

will have separate workshop.
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N.5 - Produce regional floodplain management guidelines

Indicator: Guidelines produced

Status: Not Started

Update: This action has not commenced as yet. Will be included in Regional Working Group

to identify areas and priorities for action.

N.6 - Finalise Draft Biodiversity Action Plan

Indicator: Plan published

Status: Completed

Update: Biodiversity Action Plan was adopted by the elected members of SDCC at the

November 2020 Council Meeting. Implementation of the plan is progressing.

N.7 - Develop Green Infrastructure Strategy that identifies areas and priorities for green

infrastructure and investment

Indicator: Strategy Developed

Status: Ongoing

Update: Green Infrastructure Strategy is currently in development. A team of consultants
have been appointed to complete the Gl strategy. Gl Strategy will be developed in tandem

with the review of the County Development Plan.

N.8 - Develop Public Open Space and Parks Strategy that incorporates climate change

mitigation and adaptation

Indicator: Strategy Developed

Status: Ongoing

Update: Parks and Open Space Strategy is currently in development. A team of consultants
have been appointed to complete the POS strategy. POS Strategy will be developed in

tandem with the review of the County Development Plan.

N.9 - Incorporate natural play space into existing parks for recreation and as SuDS

Indicator: # of spaces developed
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Status: Completed

Update: The programme to incorporate natural play areas into existing parks has been
completed. Policies in Draft CDP will support developers installing natural play spaces.
Ongoing meetings with other LAs to mentor and share knowledge. SDCC are progressing

works on Teen Space programme.

N.10 - Implement policies in the development plan avoiding artificial underground

storage of water where possible in favour of nature-based solutions

Indicator: Reduction in the number of artificial attenuation systems as a % of developments

Status: Ongoing

Update: Section 7.2 of SDCC County Development Plan (2016-2022) deals with the
management of surface and groundwater. IE2 Objective 5 aims to limit surface water run-
off from new developments through the use of Sustainable Drainage Systems and avoid the
use of underground attenuation and storage tanks. Applications made through the
planning process are individually assessed and sustainable drainage systems are
conditioned where possible. SDCC meet developers at pre planning consultations to discuss
surface water management. SDCC promote natural drainage solutions and overground
water attenuation to support increased biodiversity value, public amenity and water
quality. SuDS guidance will provide support.

Policies in the draft CDP 2022-2028 aim to continue existing objectives limiting the use of

underground storage systems and to use natural SuDS to attenuate surface water.

N.11 - Develop a hedgerow plan for the County, with actions to map, protect and develop

hedgerows county-wide

Indicator: Map produced, # of Hedgerows maintained and added

Status: Ongoing

Update: The development of the Green Infrastructure Strategy will include canopy level
tree and hedgerow mapping. A Pilot hedgerow survey in Tymon was carried out. The data
gathered will help establish recommendations for the appropriate management of these
into the future. The data, in conjunction with data from the pollinator meadow surveys will

also form the basis for the calculation of carbon sequestration capacity in Tymon Park.
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N.12 - Develop urban woodland management strategy and action plan

Indicator: Plan produced

Status: Ongoing

Update: Review of South Dublin County Council Tree Management Strategy 'Living With

Trees' has completed the public consultation stage.

N.13 - Implement tree management policy

Indicator: Annual programme of tree maintenance implemented

Status: Ongoing

Update: Public consultation for Tree Management Policy is closed. SDCC received 51

submissions. A report is being prepared for presentation to the SPC subgroup.

N.14 - Increase tree canopy cover in the County through annual planting and maintenance

Indicator: % increase in tree canopy cover

Status: Ongoing

Update: A tree planting target for 2021 of 2,500 trees was agreed. Tree planting was
curtailed due to Covid-19 restrictions. Outstanding 2020 tree planting will be completed

along with winter 2021 planting programme.

N.15 - Develop coordinated regional planning approach to prevent the removal of

healthy, established trees.

Indicator: Protocols agreed and implemented, % annual reduction in tree removal by local

authorities

Status: Ongoing

Update: For regional meeting agenda. This item will be included in TOR for regional NBS

meetings. (N.1)

N.16 - Measure and maintain species diversity in urban tree population

Indicator: Reduction in diseases attacking trees

Status: Ongoing
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Update: Surveying of trees is continuing - over 32,000 trees have been surveyed. Tree
planting will include same species on streets rather than whole estate to ensure diversity.

Tree surveying by Arbortrack was curtailed due to Covid-19 restrictions.

N.17 - Develop and promote establishment of tree trails in public parks across the

County

Indicator: # of trails established

Status: Ongoing

Update: Tree trails have been established in South Dublin;

e Ogham Tree Trail at Dodder Valley Park,

e Sean Walsh Park

Additional tree trail developed in Firhouse/Woodlawn Park under the Have Your Say
programme. A Nature trail was installed in Dodder Valley Park. Signs for tree trail at

Woodlawn Park to be installed September 2021.

N.18 - Develop demonstration projects for successful planting and establishment of trees

in urban hardscapes

Indicator: Pilot area identified and trial solutions designed

Status: Ongoing

Update: Tree planting using tree pits planned for St Joseph's Road. Covid-19 restrictions
have delayed works. Works in Templeogue have been delayed due to Covid-19. Tree

planting using tree pits on St Joseph's Road is complete.

N.19 - Provide opportunities for community engagement, involvement and activities to

raise awareness

Indicator: # of events

Status: Ongoing

Update: SDCC Environmental Awareness Officer continues to work with the Comhairle na
nOg on climate focussed project in 2021. A full programme of community engagement

events was delivered during Dublin Climate Action Week (13th - 20th September).

78



N.20 - Review and climate-proof Biodiversity Action Plan, Invasive Alien Species Plan, and

Tree Management Policy

Indicator: Complete review for climate relevant actions carried out and amended accordingly

Status: Ongoing

Update: SDCC Biodiversity Action Plan has been reviewed and climate-proofed. Invasive
alien species will be mapped and a management plan will be developed as part of the
Biodiversity Action Plan. SDCC Tree management strategy is currently under review.

Funding was received to develop an Invasive species information video.

N.21 - Develop list of species native to County and map of habitats that are at risk for use

in ElAs

Indicator: Map of species, completion of list and baseline numbers established

Status: Ongoing

Update: Action 1.1 in the Biodiversity Plan is;

e Map the distribution of the habitats and species in the County

* Map and manage the spread of non-native invasive species

e Survey and monitor biodiversity at identified pollinator sites

e Survey and map wetlands in the County

e Map the tree canopy cover in the County and quantify its carbon capture

e Map the County's hedgerow network and identify key Green Infrastructure links.

Habitat mapping is ongoing as part of the Gl Strategy. A list of species native to the county
has been developed.

A Pilot Hedgerow and Woodland survey was completed in Tymon Park. The First phase of

a survey for pollinator sites was completed in Tymon, Waterstown, Lucan Demesne parks.

N.22 - Include native species into local authority plans as a key nature-based measure

where appropriate

Indicator: # of plans including native species

Status: Ongoing

Update: Native species are included in plans where appropriate. Advice re

native/appropriate species is also included in Tree Management Policy, SDCC Pollinator
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Plan, CDP and Biodiversity Action Plan. Planning advice to developers includes advice on
planting native species. Gl Strategy and Parks and open spaces strategy will support this

action.

N.23 - Survey, map and implement control of invasive species

Indicator: Reduction of M2 of IAS and # of IAS

Status: Ongoing

Update: Progress on this action is ongoing. A review of the survey, mapping & treatment
programme has been carried out. Interagency/LA working group has been set up to share
information on work programmes etc. Funding from NPWS was received for an in-house

training video on invasive species.

N.24 - Incorporate actions from national pollinator plan into Green infrastructure

Strategy

Indicator: Plan implemented

Status: Ongoing

Update: A Countywide Gl Strategy is included as a Gl Chapter of the Draft County
Development Plan. The SDCC Pollinator Plan is implementing actions from National

Pollinator Plan.

N.25 - Manage and monitor identified 'pollinator protection sites'

Indicator: % of pollinator species increased

Status: Ongoing

Update: SDCC manages over 1,500 hectares of parks and open spaces and have been
implementing a decreased mowing regime over the past number of years. SDCC is
establishing grassland management regimes which will help to establish habitats for
wildlife and nesting birds. SDCC currently manage 136 Ha of Pollinator friendly meadows.
SDCC have also signed up to the National Pollinator Plan. SDCC have received funding from
NPWS to undertake a survey of pollinator sites in;

e Tymon Park
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e Waterstown Park

* Vesey Park

¢ Lucan Demesne.

First phase of survey of pollinator sites in 3 parks has been completed (Tymon, Waterstown,

Lucan Demesne). The 2nd phase of the survey is ongoing.

N.26 - Maintain and expand allotments for local food production

Indicator: # of sites across the County

Status: Ongoing

Update: A review of the SDCC allotments strategy has commenced.

N.27 - Support local communities with biodiversity education

Indicator: # of participants, yearly reports

Status: Ongoing

Update: The Community Environment Action Fund (CEAF) promotes sustainable
development by assisting small-scale environmental projects at a local level. SDCC received
funding of €17,000 on 2020 and supported 14 biodiversity projects. The CEAF 2020/2021
was not available in 2021. SDCC continue to support the Green Schools programme which

includes biodiversity education.

N.28 - Sustainable gardening workshops

Indicator: # of workshops held, # of attendees

Status: Ongoing

Update: SDCC support local communities and Tidy Towns Groups with sustainable
gardening workshops. Master composter programme training provided communities an
opportunity to manage and develop community composting demonstration site.

Pilot Composting for Schools Campaign will take place in Sept 2021. All schools in South

Dublin have been asked to participate.
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N.29 - Develop demonstration sites to show how to combine nature conservation with

existing land uses

Indicator: Demonstration sites implemented

Status: Ongoing

Update: SDCC's Green Infrastructure Strategy will include a range of Case studies including
pollinator sites. The development Old Bawn Pavilion includes green roof and SuDS
provisions.

Integrated Constructed Wetlands currently in development as part of the Life project and
the Flood Alleviation Schemes will also demonstrate how to combine nature and

biodiversity with existing land use.

N.30 - Deliver green roofs on Civic Buildings

Indicator: # of council buildings with Green Roofs

Status: Ongoing

Update: Green roofs have been developed in South Dublin at the following locations:

e Dodder Park Pavilion

* Valhalla Housing Watery Lane, Clondalkin

¢ Round Tower Visitor Centre, Clondalkin

e St. Dominic's Community Centre, Tallaght.

eSaggart Depot

Green roofs are planned to be developed on the following SDCC projects

e Corkagh Park Pavilion

e Griffeen Park Pavilion

e Saggart Community Centre.

A Green roof is included in plans for Tymon Park Intergenerational Centre (part 8 passed
June 2021).

UCD are currently monitoring and collecting rainfall and attenuation data on the Saggart

Depot green roof.

N.31 - Maintain and increase Green Schools Programme participation
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Indicator: # of schools participating

Status: Ongoing

Update: The Green Schools programme ongoing in South Dublin.

N.32 - Engage with residents and relevant stakeholders on climate change and

biodiversity to incorporate their ideas into Council strategies and plans

Indicator: # of participants, # of interactions

Status: Ongoing

Update: Public consultation and webinars were carried out for the Biodiversity Action Plan
and for CDP review including consultation on Gl Strategy. Public open space strategy was
separate.

Currently over 100 events planned across Dublin as part of Climate Action Week which aims
to engage all citizens on a range of climate relate issues and inform them on what the LAs

are doing in this area.

N.33 - Assess the benefit of increasing buffer distance of 10m from water courses to
protect biodiversity and provide greater flood attenuation for distances of 20m, 50m, and

100m.

Indicator: Comprehensive assessment completed

Status: Completed

Update: As an addition to the development of strategic flood risk assessment for the CDP,
the consultants were engaged to carry out a hydrological assessment at a strategic level.
The Draft Plan includes mapped riparian corridors for the first time and associated policy

which has been developed on foot of the hydrological assessment.
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5.5.  Resource Management Action Updates
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6.2. Appendix Il : Local Authority Climate Action Charter

CLIMATE ACTION CHARTER

For Local Authorities and Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment on
behalf of Government.

(1) The signatories share the common understanding that:

(a) the evidence of global warming is unequivocal, and the effects of climate change are
clearly evident;

(b) it is important to take action and to work together to share best practices, to reduce
Greenhouse Gas (GHG) emissions and address the impacts of climate change;

(c) reducing GHG emissions and preparing for climate change impacts will generate
environmental, social, economic and health benefits for individuals, families, and
communities;

(d) It is important to take action to adapt to the now inevitable consequences of climate
change and to work collectively to ensure that the local authority sector is positioned to build
resilience against negative impacts and avail of the positive effects that may occur.

(2) The signatories acknowledge that a whole of government approach is essential in
addressing climate change and recognise that:

(a) Central Government has a lead role to play in developing policy and ensuring resources
are made available to realise Ireland’s commitment to achieving a net zero carbon energy
system objective for Irish society and in the process, create a climate resilient, vibrant and
sustainable country.

(b) Local Authorities are ideally placed to provide robust leadership in advancing this objective
at the local and regional level. Support and resources will continue to be provided through
the National Development Plan allocations, in addition to their own resources, which will aid
them in developing and implementing relevant activities under this charter.

(c) Central and Local Government need to work in partnership and collaboration to ensure an
effective response to the challenges presented by climate change.

(3) This Charter acknowledges that local authorities will, with the support of Central

Government:
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(a) be advocates for Climate Action in our own policies and practices, and in our many various
dealings with citizens and to underpin this role through the corporate planning process.

(b) adhere to the UN Sustainable Development Goals, in particular Goal 13 Climate Action.
(c) aim to measure the carbon impact of our various activities as accurately as possible and
report as required so as to inform relevant local, regional and national policies.

(d) implement, in so far as is practicable, measures which reduce our carbon emissions in line
with national objectives, and develop a method for planning and reporting on these actions.
(e) deliver a 50% improvement in energy efficiency by 2030(on the 2009 baseline).

(f) ensure that policies and practices at local government level lead us towards low carbon
pathways and put in place a process for carbon proofing major decisions, programmes and
projects on a systematic basis, including investments in transport and energy infrastructure
moving over time to a near zero carbon investment strategy.

(g) Ask suppliers as part of the procurement process to provide information on their carbon
footprint and on the sustainability practices and steps they plan to reduce its impact.

(h) implement green public procurement strategy and procedures across all business areas.
(i) support our employees to undertake changes in their lifestyles both at work and at home,
to reduce carbon impact and encourage work-based employee-led groups to identify and
implement ideas for improvement.

(j) put in place, and resource, a long term training strategy (technical and behavioural) for LA
staff to provide appropriate capacity for the sector to deliver on climate action.

(k) encourage clients/customers/service users to undertake lifestyle changes to reduce their
carbon impact, with a particular emphasis on supporting those clients/customers/service
users who may face difficulties in funding such measures.

(1) cultivate and actively participate in partnerships with enterprise, community and voluntary
groups so as to improve the use of resources and reduced climate impact.

(m) play a key role in helping to build and implement a sustained localised citizen engagement
model in supporting the various initiatives under the National Dialogue on Climate Action.
(n) exercise our planning and regulatory roles to help improve climate outcomes in the wider
community and beyond the public sector, by developing and implementing robust evidenced
based policy and standards on climate action, through appropriate and relevant adaptation

and mitigation measures.
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(o) continue to identify and develop specific actions to be taken to reduce the risks associated
with negative climate change impacts and build resilience to these impacts through effective
implementation of climate adaptation strategies/ Climate Change Action Plans.

(p) support elected officials in ensuring all council led activities are climate proofed in terms
of achieving effective low carbon and climate resilient outcomes.

(q) Explore opportunities to partner or collaborate on climate action initiatives across the
public, private and education sectors.

(r) Support Enterprise through LEO/LCDC offices to exploit opportunities which will arise from
meeting the challenges of Climate Change.

(s) Work with relevant stakeholders to source funding for implementing climate action
projects.

(t) Liaise with 3rd level institutions & the research community both nationally and
internationally with a view to developing centres of excellence where appropriate.

(u) Develop links with young citizens to give voice to their understanding and concerns on
climate change and to enhance their awareness and the actions that they can take.

(v) Continue to develop and strengthen links with both central government (relevant
departments and agencies) and regional bodies to help ensure a coordinated and coherent
approach to the delivery of the national climate action agenda.

(w) Monitor, evaluate and report annually on the implementation of activities under this

charter.
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ABP
AIPP
AR6
BER
CARO
CCAC
CCAP
CCMA
CDP
CFRAMs
CODEMA
COP
CSO
DAFM
DCAW
DCC
DECC
DHPLG
DLAs
DLR
DTTAS
DURL
Dz

EIA
EMRA
EMWR
EnPI
EPA
EPC
ESB

Appendix Il : List of Acronyms

An Bord Pleanala

All Ireland Pollinator Plan

Sixth Assessment Report

Building Energy Rating

Climate Action Regional Office

Climate Change Advisory Committee

Climate Change Action Plan

County & City Management Association

County Development Plan

Catchment Flood Risk Assessment & Management
City of Dublin Energy Management Agency
Conference of Parties

Central Statistics Office

Department of Agriculture, Food & Marine

Dublin Climate Action Week

Dublin City Council

Department of the Environment, Climate & Communications
Department of Housing, Planning & Local Government
Dublin Local Authorities

Dun Laoghaire-Rathdown County Council
Department of Transport, Tourism & Sport

Dublin Urban Rivers Life Project

Decarbonising Zone

Environmental Impact Assessment

Eastern and Midlands Regional Authority

Eastern & Midlands Waste Region

Energy Performance Indicator

Environmental Protection Agency

Energy Performance Contract

Electricity Supply Board
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ESCo Energy Service Company

ESRI Economic & Social Research Institute

EV Electric Vehicle

EWCC Environment, Water and Climate Change

FAS Flood Alleviation Scheme

FCC Fingal County Council

GAA Gaelic Athletic Association

GHG Greenhouse Gases

Gl Green Infreastructure

GTS Good Travel Software

ICW Integrated Constructed Wetland

IPCC Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change

ISO International organisation for Standardisation
LAP Local Area Plan

LASNTG Local Authority Services National Training Group
LEADER Liaisons entre actions de development de Léconomie Rurale
LEO Local Enterprise Office

LGMA Local Government Management Agency

LUPT Land Use, Planning and Transportation

NAF National Adaptation Framework

NBS Nature-Based Solutions

NZEB Nearly Zero Energy Building

NTA National Transport Authority

NPWS National Parks & Wildlife Services

OPR Office of the Planning Regulator

OPW Office of Public Works

POS Public Open Space

RD&D Research, Development & Demonstration
RMCEI Recommended Minimum Criteria for Environmental Inspections
SDCC South Dublin County Council

SDZ Strategic Development Zone

SEAI Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland



SEC
SECAP
SEU
SFRA
SPC
SuDS
SuUP
TPER
TUD
ucb
WEEE
WHO
WIRE
WSuUD

Sustainable Energy Community
Sustainable Energy & Climate Action Plan
Significant Energy User

Strategic Flood Risk Assessment
Strategic Policy Committee

Sustainable Drainage Systems

Single Use Plastic

Total Primary Energy Requirement
Technological University of Dublin
University College Dublin

Waste Electrical and Electronic Equipment
World Health Organisation

Weather Impacts Register

Water Sensitive Urban Design
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