COMHAIRLE CONTAE ÁTHA CLIATH THEAS
SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL

Minutes of South Dublin County Council Clondalkin Area Committee Meeting dealing with Performance & Change Management, Corporate Support, Environment, Water & Drainage, Public Realm, Community, Housing, Planning, Transportation, Libraries & Arts and Economic Development held on Wednesday 15th September.
COUNCILLORS PRESENT

				Councillor William Joseph Carey
				Councillor Kenneth Egan
				Councillor Trevor Gilligan
				Councillor Peter Kavanagh
				Councillor Eoin Ó Broin
				Councillor Shirley O’Hara
				Councillor Francis Timmons

Cathaoirleach, Councillor F. Timmons presided.

OFFICIALS PRESENT
Senior Engineer	Mr. Tony O’Grady
Senior Executive Engineer	Mr. John Hegarty
Senior Executive Officer	Ms. Brenda Pierce
Senior Executive Officer		Ms. Sharon Conroy, Ms. Laura Leonard
Executive Parks Superintendent		Ms. Suzanne Furlong
Senior Executive Parks Superintendent	Mr. David Fennell
Senior Executive Librarian	Ms. Liz Corry
Administrative Officer	Ms. Brenda Shannon	
Senior Staff Officer				Ms. Pamela Brennan
Staff Officer					Ms. Leona Maher
Assistant Staff Officer				Ms. Ita Kenny


Before the meeting commenced Councillor F. Timmons thanked Mr. M. McAdam for all of his hard work and support during the last term of the Clondalkin ACM. Councillor P. Kavanagh and Councillor T. Gilligan wished Councillor F. Timmons well for his upcoming term as Cathaoirleach. This was supported by all members. 

C/379/21 – H1 Item ID:71699 - Confirmation & Re-affirmation of Minutes of Meeting held on 16th June 2021
The minutes of the June meeting of the Clondalkin Area Committee meeting dealing with Economic Development, Libraries & Arts, Corporate Support, Performance & Change Management, Public Realm, Environment, Water & Drainage, Housing, Community, Transportation and Planning held on 16th June 2021 which had been circulated, were submitted and APPROVED as a true record and signed.
HI 1 Minutes of 16th June, 2021
It was proposed by Councillor F. Timmons and seconded by Councillor P. Kavanagh and RESOLVED:
“That the recommendations contained in the minutes of 16th June be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”
C/380/21 – QUESTIONS
It was proposed by Councillor F. Timmons and seconded by Councillor T. Gilligan:
“That pursuant to Standing Order 13, Questions 1 to 16 be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”

Economic Development
C/381/21 - Q1 Item ID:71998 – Community Meeting Space in Old Orchard Lodge
Proposed by Councillor Eoin Ó Broin:
"To ask the Chief Executive for an update on the conveyancing necessary to bring the Community Meeting Space in the Orchard Lodge Apartment Block, for which planning permission was granted eighteen years ago (SD03A/0271), into South Dublin County Council ownership and thus allow its fit out to commence?"
REPLY:
The conveyancing is now at closing stage with closing documents about to be issued by the solicitor for Orchard Lodge.
C/382/21 - H2 Item ID:71674 – New Works
(No Business)
C/383/21 - C1 Item ID:71675 - Correspondence
(No Business)
C/384/21 - M1 Item ID:72054 – Grass Cutting & Landscaping Maintenance Plan
It was Proposed by Councillor E. Ó Broin and Seconded by Councillor F. Timmons:
"That this Area Committee introduce a grass cutting and landscaping maintenance plan the pedestrian lane along the Camac River between Woodford Walk and Knockmitten Park."
The following report by the Chief Executive which had been circulated was READ:
EETD arranged for a clean-up earlier this year along the Camac River near Aras na Greine, which is off Woodford Walk. Whilst this is not a scheduled arrangement, it is proposed to engage with the local Tidy Towns Group who were involved with a view to working out how they could be supported and involved in future clean-ups.
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors E. Ó Broin, P. Kavanagh, K. Egan and W. Carey. Ms. L. Leonard, Senior Executive Officer responded to the members queries and the motion was AGREED. 
Libraries & Arts
C/385/21 - H3 Item ID:71676 – New Works
(No Business)
C/386/21 - H4 Item ID:71677 – News & Events
The following report was presented by Ms. L. Corry, Senior Executive Librarian
HI 4 Library Report
HI 4 Programme of Events
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors E. Ó Broin and P. Kavanagh. Ms. L. Corry responded to the members queries and the report was NOTED.

C/387/21 - H5 Item ID:71678 – Applications for Arts Grants
(No Business)
C/388/21 - C2 Item ID:71679 - Correspondence
(No Business)
C/389/21 - M2 Item ID:71919 – Displays in Brú Chrónáin 
It was Proposed by Councillor F. Timmons and Seconded by Councillor P. Kavanagh:
"That this Area Committee request that South Dublin County Council work with the Library Section to display a full-colour, high-resolution image of the Clondalkin Fragment prominently in Brú Chrónáin and also a picture of Local deceased Historian Joe Williams."
The following report by the Chief Executive which had been circulated was READ:
The Fragment is held by a library in Karlsruhe in Germany (scan of it available here: http://www.mira.ie/072), libraries could help with obtaining the high resolution scan.  However, space is very limited on the site. If a picture of local historian Joe Williams is provided, we can look at hanging it in the Round Tower.  SDCC County Promotions Unit will consider the fragment for a potential temporary exhibition at the Round Tower Visitor Centre in due course, subject to funding.
A discussion followed with contribution from Councillor F. Timmons. Ms. L. Corry responded to the member’s query and the motion was AGREED. 
Corporate Support
C/390/21 - Q2 Item ID:72004 – Response from ESB regarding structural Defects or Shortcomings in Clondalkin Area
Proposed by Councillor W. Carey:
"To ask the Chief Executive for an updated response to motion passed at the April ACM (id #69996). This motion sought a response from ESB to inform the Area Committee as to structural defects or shortcomings in the Clondalkin area."
REPLY:
Following on from the April ACM, a letter was issued to the ESB. An acknowledgement was received. To date we have not received anything further. If this question is passed, a further letter will be issued to the ESB and the response circulated to the Members.
C/391/21 - H6 Item ID:71680 – New Works
(No Business)
C/392/21 - C3 Item ID:71681 - Correspondence
Cor 1 Letter to Min Humphreys M 71462
Cor 2 Ack. from Min. Humphreys M 71462
Cor 3 Reply from Min. Humphreys M 71462
Cor 4 Letter to Min. Coveney - Sus. Motion
Cor 5 Cor. from Min. Coveney
Cor 6 Letter to Min. O'Gorman M 69122 Feb 2021
Cor 7 Correspondence from Min. O'Gorman Aug. 2021
The correspondence was NOTED

Performance & Change Management
C/392/21 - H7 Item ID:71682 – New Works
(No Business)
C/394/21 - C4 Item ID:71683 - Correspondence
(No Business)
Environment
C/395/21 - Q3 Item ID:71864 – Casual Trading Licence in Rathcoole Park
Proposed by Councillor F. Timmons:
"To ask the Chief Executive to issue a report that looks at a casual trading licence in Rathcoole Park and to ask him would he initiate any procedure involved and to ask that his report outline the progress and next steps involved and to outline the time frame involved?"
REPLY:
A review of the South Dublin County Council Casual Trading Byelaws 2016 made under the Casual Trading Act 1995 (the Act) was initiated by the Environment, Public Realm and Climate Change Strategic Policy Committee at its meeting held on the 7th September 2021. 
Section 6(1) of the Act provides a statutory requirement for each local authority to make byelaws in relation to the control, regulation, supervision, and administration of casual trading in its functional area. The procedure for making Casual Trading Byelaws is prescribed in Section 6 of the Act and includes a public consultation process.
The European Union (Casual Trading Act,1995) Regulations 2018 came into operation on 1st January 2019. The regulations provide for amendments to the Act in the following areas which will be considered as part of the proposed review:
1. Selection procedures used by local authorities in issuing licences
1. The issue of charges and fees
1. The duration of casual trading licences
Section 6(9) of the Act provides that the making of Casual Trading Byelaws is a reserved function of the Council.
In accordance with Section 6(2) of the Act the Byelaws may make provision in relation to the designation of specified public land as a place where casual trading may be carried on.
C/396/21 - H8 Item ID:71684 – New Works
(No Business)
C/397/21 - C5 Item ID:71685 - Correspondence
(No Business)
Water & Drainage
C/398/21 - H9 Item ID:71686 – New Works
(No Business)
C/399/21 - C6 Item ID:71687 - Correspondence
(No Business)
Public Realm
C/400/21 - Q4 Item ID:71943 – Astro Pitch for Knockmitten FC
Proposed by Councillor W. Carey:
"To ask the Chief Executive for an update on delivery of the Astro pitch in partnership with Knockmitten FC.?"
REPLY:
The club developed the concept for the 50m x 36m Astro pitch and submitted the estimates to the council for grant application based on total project costs of €168,708. 
The Council’s Community Department has committed €15,000 to support the development of an All-Weather Pitch by Knockmitten FC on lands in Knockmitten managed by Public Realm / EWCC.   Public Realm manage such projects on behalf of clubs/Community Dept. but do not contribute financially.
Following the Part 8 approval for the project, detailed design by consultants resulted in significantly higher projected costs of €309,355.54.  Public Realm subsequently carried out various value engineering exercises on this size of pitch, but all options remained over the available budget for the project and so the consultants were requested to design a facility in line with money available: resulting in a proposed 30m x 15m Astro pitch with projected costs of €160,216.  The various costs and funding positions of each option are set out in the table below:
	Proposed Knockmitten Astro Pitch
	Original 2017 Club Proposal
	Revised Estimated Costs
	Cost Optimal Proposal

	Size
	50m x 36m Astro
	50 x 36m Astro
	30m x 15m Astro

	Construction Cost inc. VAT
	€141,551
	 282,355.54
	133,214

	Extras (Consultants/ESB)
	€27,000
	€27,000
	€27,000

	Total Cost
	€168,551
	€309,355.54
	€160,216

	Funding:
	 
	 
	 

	Sports Capital Grant
	137,708
	137,708
	137,708

	Club Funding
	15,000
	15,000
	7,508

	Community Dept. Funding
	15,000
	15,000
	15,000

	Total Funds:
	€167,708
	€167,708
	€160,216

	Net Position:
	-€843 Deficit
	-€141,648 Deficit
	Balance

	 
	 
	 
	 


When presented with the above analysis, the club restated their desire to retain the original proposed pitch size and suggested that the Council apply for a new sports capital grant or that the Club/Council provide increased funding for the project. Save for a possible funding application by the Club under the Community Department Community Infrastructure Fund 2021, without a guarantee of success (max. grant available €50k but likely to be very high demand) there is no other discretionary funding available to the Council for this project.
The advice from the Department’s Sports Capital Grant Section on the feasibility of a new application is that the grant already awarded to the Council for this proposed project is at the very higher end of the scale of grants (Max grant €150K) and that additional grant funding for this project would be very unlikely (due to greater demand for grants, previous funding award not utilised, overall funding levels available, reduced percentage funding available for projects etc.).  They have also strongly advised that the project should be scaled back to the level of available funding and for it to proceed as soon as possible.
The Council’s recommendation is that the project proceed as per the cost optimal proposal in line with the existing funding available and the recommendation from the Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media, having regard for the following:
1. the significant shortfall in funding in the sum of €141,647 and the lack of available funding to bridge the funding gap
1. the inability of the club to confirm what additional funding they can provide
1. the already significant contribution committed by the Community Department
1. the need to move forward in terms of the ongoing demands on Public Realm staff time and expertise on the project.
C/401/21 - Q5 Item ID:71661 – Trees on Woodford Road
Proposed by Councillor T. Gilligan:
"To request the Chief Executive to cut trees back on Woodford Road."
REPLY:
Woodford Estate is on the current tree maintenance programme. The trees in Woodford including those on Woodford Road will be surveyed to inform the tree maintenance programme. The trees are listed for surveying. 
C/402/21 - Q6 Item ID:72003 – Play space in Ballynakelly, Newcastle
Proposed by Councillor S. O'Hara:
"To ask the Chief Executive for an update on the play space in Ballynakelly Newcastle?"
REPLY:
Cairn Homes Plc have confirmed that work has commenced on the new apartment block at the site adjacent to the location of the proposed new play space at Burgage Green, Ballynakelly, Newcastle. They have indicated that the building is scheduled to be completed by Q4. 2022. The play space is due to be delivered within 3 months of this date, subject to a successful programme of works. 
C/403/21 - Q7 Item ID:71923 St. Joseph’s Graveyard
Proposed by Councillor F. Timmons:
"To ask the Chief Executive how he can protect St Joseph's graveyard from further damage and anti-social behaviour.  Clondalkin Tidy Towns are looking after this area but need South Dublin County Council support to secure the site. Will the Chief Executive work with Clondalkin Tidy Towns to find a solution for this ongoing issue?"
REPLY:
The issue of the security of the graveyard was previously examined and it should be noted that it is not possible to alter the height of the wall as this would result in a material change, would not be appropriate and would not be considered as conservation or repair works. Furthermore, given the presence of 2 existing opes in the boundary wall; raising the height of it would do little to restrict access to the graveyard. The existing fence serves to restrict access to the graveyard and measures have been taken in the past to restrict access under this fence.
Clondalkin Tidy Towns will be contacted in relation to this matter to see if any further works can be taken to enhance security.
C/404/21 - Q8 Item ID:71804 – Memory Benches in Corkagh & Rathcoole Parks
Proposed by Councillor S. O'Hara:
"To ask the Chief Executive if a park bench in memory of people we have lost to Covid-19 be installed each in Corkagh Park and Rathcoole Park?"
REPLY:
Requests for memorials such as plaques and other permanent installations are administered by the Naming of Infrastructure committee which is handled by the Mayors Committee.
However, the Environment, Water & Climate Change Department can facilitate tree planting as a memorial. Requests for Memorial Tree Planting is administered by the Public Realm Administration team. If a memorial tree is something that would be appropriate this can be progressed subject to an application being received.
Upon receipt of an application, a member of SDCC Staff will make contact to select an exact location. Once that is done, a cost would be calculated for the planting (approximately €300) and if accepted, the tree planting would be arranged.
C/405/21 - H10 Item ID:72089 – Litter Management Plan
The following report was presented by Ms. B. Shannon, Administrative Officer:
HI 10 Litter Management Plan Update
Litter Management Presentation
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors F. Timmons, E. Ó Broin and W. Carey. Ms. B. Shannon, Administrative Officer responded to the members queries and the report was NOTED. 

C/406/21 - H11 Item ID:71688 – New Works
No Business)
C/407/21 - C7 Item ID:71689 - Correspondence
(No Business)
C/408/21 - M3 Item ID:71917 – Anti Social Behaviour in Alpine and Ashwood areas
It was Proposed by Councillor F. Timmons and Seconded by Councillor T. Gilligan:
Cathaoirleach's Business
"That this Committee requests that South Dublin County Council do a work schedule to keep the undergrowth around Alpine and Ashwood open spaces free from areas to hide and store illegal substances. The cameras need to be installed fully to help with the Anti-social behaviour currently being experienced by the Residents. We also request a copy of this Motion is sent to the Community Sergeant in order to patrol the area more regularly."
The following report by the Chief Executive which had been circulated was READ:
The Public Realm Section is liaising with an Garda Síochána in relation to the cutting of vegetation on the open space at Alpine/Ashwood. Pruning works were carried out earlier this year to remove the undergrowth around the trees and shrubberies. Additional pruning works commenced recently and are currently ongoing.
The CCTV falls under the remit of the Land Use Planning and Transportation Department who have advised as follows:
“The Data Protection Commissioner has advised that South Dublin County Council does not have a lawful basis for the installation and monitoring of CCTV cameras for monitoring anti-social behaviour (ASB).   We have been in ongoing communications with An Garda Siochana in relation to the installation and monitoring of the CCTV camera in Bawnogue, as they have the responsibility for policing ASB. In order to get that permission, formal approval must be given by the Garda Commissioner, which is a process that we have commenced.
The Gardai note that, whilst the use of CCTV by a police service can have great merit, its use can have a direct impact on the human rights of individuals. Therefore, its introduction needs to be carefully planned and its use, competently managed. In accordance with Section 38 of the Garda Síochána Act 2005, Community CCTV schemes must be authorised by the Garda Commissioner.
A CCTV advisory committee meets every quarter to examine applications for CCTV projects, place them in appropriate categories and make recommendations relative to prioritisation in accordance with the objective criteria set out in the policy. At this point, we do not have an indication of when such authorisation will be provided by the Garda Commissioner.”
If this motion is agreed a copy will be issued to the local Community Sargent.
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors F. Timmons and W. Carey. Mr. D. Fennell, Senior Executive Parks Superintendent responded to the members queries and the motion was AGREED. 
C/409/21 - M4 Item ID:71533 – James Connolly Park
It was Proposed by Councillor T. Gilligan and Seconded by Councillor F. Timmons:
"That the Council cut James Connolly Park beside (number removed) please. The kids keep grabbing the nettles."
The following report by the Chief Executive which had been circulated was READ:
James Connolly Park is cut on a regular basis as part of the grass cutting programme. The area being cut will be increased in size to include the location where the nettles are growing.
A discussion followed with contribution from Councillor T. Gilligan. Mr. D. Fennell, Senior Executive Parks Superintendent responded to the member’s query and the motion was AGREED. 
C/410/21 - M5 Item ID:71940 – Development of St. Cuthbert’s Park
It was Proposed by Councillor W. Carey and Seconded by Councillor F. Timmons:
"This Committee agrees that Council proceed with progression of tender process for development of St. Cuthbert's Park as discussed at St. Cuthbert's HLTF and to commit to opening up the consultation portal for submissions prior to tenders being received."
The following report by the Chief Executive which had been circulated was READ:
The tender process is currently underway for St. Cuthbert's Park. Due to the current stage of tender it would be inadvisable to go into further detail at present. However, an update will issue as soon as possible with regard to the tender outcome. As presented to Councillors and St Cuthbert's HLTF; the consultation process is part of the services currently being tendered for and it would be inadvisable to commence same in advance of the design consultants being appointed. Once the design consultants are appointed; the next stage of the process will commence, which will include in depth public consultation.
A discussion followed with contribution from Councillors W. Carey, F. Timmons and E. Ó Broin. Ms. S. Furlong, Executive Parks Superintendent responded to the members queries and the report was NOTED. 
C/411/21 - M6 Item ID:71974 – Parkrun in Corkagh Park
It was Proposed by Councillor E. Ó Broin and Seconded by Councillor F. Timmons:
"This Council notes the success of the 5KM weekly run known as a "Parkrun" in Corkagh Park pre pandemic. As the provider of regular access to Corkagh Parks for the event, SDCC has had a vital partnership role. This committee requests an update from the Chief Executive on the SDCC perspective with regard to restarting Corkagh Parkrun, noting that they are scheduled to begin again in the parks of some counties bordering Dublin on Saturday, September 11th."
The following report by the Chief Executive which had been circulated was READ:
Following guidance received from Parkrun Ireland, South Dublin County Council are pleased to announce that Park Runs will recommence on Saturday 25th September in Corkagh, Griffeen, Tymon, and Waterstown Parks.
A discussion followed with contribution from Councillor E. Ó Broin. Ms. S. Conroy, Senior Executive Officer responded to the members query and the motion was AGREED. 
C/412/21 - M7 Item ID:71993 – Graffiti in the Clondalkin Area
It was Proposed by Councillor P. Kavanagh and Seconded by Councillor F. Timmons:
"This Area Committee calls for a proactive approach in tackling graffiti in the Clondalkin area and asks for a report on efforts to manage this problem to date."
The following report by the Chief Executive which had been circulated was READ:
The Council's Public Realm Section is actively responding to graffiti across the county.  Any locations of graffiti which are notified to us or come to our attention are in the first instance inspected by the litter warden section to determine if the graffiti is on public or private property.  Graffiti which is on private property is, in accordance with the litter pollution act, the responsibility of the landowner to remove and this is conveyed to the property owner.
Graffiti which is on public property is being listed by the Public Realm for response and is being identified either as suitable for painting over or requiring specialist removal.  Graffiti which is suitable for painting out is being referred to the public realm operations staff for response.  Specialist removal is required where the surface or location is not suitable for painting, such as graffiti on a finished concrete surface or a cut stone or brick finish.   This specialist removal of graffiti was previously done by the probation service crew on behalf of the Council, however this crew has not operated since the start of the pandemic.  This led to the engagement by Public Realm of a specialist graffiti contractor through a tender process in 2020 and this contractor is being assigned graffiti removal work as necessary.  There are approximately 30 locations in the Clondalkin area where graffiti removal has been requested and these are currently being prioritised and will be dealt with in due course by either the specialist contractor or public realm staff.
The Council also has a Memorandum of Understanding with the ESB which sets out the details of their arrangements to deal with graffiti on their infrastructure in a timely manner.  Similar arrangements have been in place with other utility companies such Eircom and Virgin Media however these currently need to be renewed.  There has also been contact between the Council and Gas Networks Ireland about a similar arrangement being put in place for their infrastructure.
A discussion followed with contribution from Councillors P. Kavanagh, F. Timmons and W. Carey. Mr. D. Fennell, Senior Executive Parks Superintendent responded to the members queries and the motion was AGREED. 
C/413/21 - M8 Item ID:71922 – St. Brigid’s Well
It was Proposed by Councillor F. Timmons and Seconded by Councillor P. Kavanagh:
"That this Committee requests South Dublin County Council to undertake an examination of the walls of St Brigid's well and to undertake any and all repair work that is needed, to look at the maintenance of the burial ground at the well and to also investigate the stagnant water at the well that is awful and to look at how this can be fixed, and that all this work is carried out in advance of The Brigid's festival on 1st February 2022."
The following report by the Chief Executive which had been circulated was READ:
As part of the 2020 Public Realm Improvement Works Programme repair works were carried out on a section of wall at St Brigid’s Well. The Public Realm Section is not aware of any other parts of the wall that require repair work. If there are areas of concern, please forward details and the matter can be examined.
The day-to-day maintenance of the well had been carried out by a local resident and the Council is very grateful for the assistance. Regrettably due to the passing of the individual involved the maintenance has now reverted to the Public Realm Section. The area of grass referred to anecdotally as the “burial ground” will be included in the maintenance.
The issue of stagnant water will be investigated, and the area will be cleaned up in advance of the St. Brigid's festival on 1st February 2022.
A discussion followed with contribution from Councillors F. Timmons and P. Kavanagh. Mr. D. Fennell, Senior Executive Parks Superintendent responded to the members queries and the motion was AGREED. 
C/414/21 - M9 Item ID:71995 – Corkagh Park Masterplan
It was Proposed by Councillor P. Kavanagh and Seconded by Councillor F. Timmons:
"This Area Committee calls for a report on the Corkagh Park Masterplan with particular regard to the popularity of the now-closed pet farm, to ask what plans are being discussed for that space."
The following report by the Chief Executive which had been circulated was READ:
Following a long period of partial closure and restricted public access to the pet farm, the Council was concerned about welfare of the birds and the ability to look after them properly. This led to the decision to rehome them. While there are no current proposals to reopen the pet farm, the future use of the area occupied by the pet farm will be considered as part of the progression of the Corkagh Park Masterplan.
The Corkagh Park Masterplan was presented to the Council in December 2019. Within the masterplan the central portion of the park referred to is designated as a proposed 'hub' zone. The Hub zone links the other areas of activity within the park and acts as a central unifying element and a focal point within the park. The masterplan contains a number of proposals for the Hub zone in its own right which include:
1. Provide a plaza area with ornamental trees
1. Provide an area for events 
1. Examine provision of a Cafe within plaza
1. Provide benches / picnic areas
1. Review the space around the courtyard building for community activity and incidental play
1. Provide the walled garden as a possible area to extend events and activities
The Corkagh Park Masterplan is now progressing through the preliminary design stage. This stage will be subject to a Part 8 process with statutory public consultation. Surveys and site investigations are currently underway to inform same.
A discussion followed with contribution from Councillors P. Kavanagh and F. Timmons. Councillor F. Timmons commended South Dublin County Council on the success of Urban Picnic in Corkagh Park. Ms. S. Furlong, Executive Parks Superintendent responded to the members queries and the report was NOTED. 
C/415/21 - M10 Item ID:71996 – Grass Cutting & Landscaping Maintenance plan for Monastery Road at Castle Crescent Shops
It was Proposed by Councillor E. Ó Broin and Seconded by Councillor P. Kavanagh:
"That this Area Committee introduce a grass cutting and landscaping maintenance plan the grass verge on the north side of the Monastery Road at the Castle Crescent shops.”
The following report by the Chief Executive which had been circulated was READ:
The area in question will be added to the Public Realm Grass Maintenance Programme and scheduled for regular cutting.
A discussion followed with contribution from Councillor E. Ó Broin. Mr. D. Fennell, Senior Executive Parks Superintendent responded to the member’s query and the motion was AGREED. 
Housing
C/416/21 - Q9 Item ID:71946 – Rental Homes in Kilcarberry Grange
Proposed by Councillor W. Carey:
"To ask the Chief Executive for an update on the delivery of cost rental homes in Kilcarberry Grange including the number of units, the AHB managing them, the expected rent to be charged, the criteria for allocation and the timeline for completion and tenanting?"
REPLY:
The Minister for Housing Local Government and Heritage on the 8th February 2021 gave approval in principle for Irelands first cost rental scheme.  The cost rental equity loan scheme (CREL) is made available to approved housing bodies to deliver cost rental homes at rates which are a minimum 25% below open market rates.
In May 2021 it was announced that Tuath AHB were successful in their application under the CREL scheme to deliver 74 affordable cost rental homes at Kilcarberry Grange.  Tuath have indicated on the press announcement that rents for a one-bedroom apartment will be €1,025 and €1,229 for a 2-bed apartment, rents 30% below the open market rate for the area.   As the eligibility criteria has yet to be set it is premature to give timelines for delivery, however the scheme is managed by Tuath.
C/417/21 - Q10 Item ID:71994 – Waiting Time on Housing Lists
Proposed by Councillor P. Kavanagh:
"To ask the Chief Executive what is the current average time on housing waiting lists in the Clondalkin area and if he will make a statement on the matter?"
REPLY: 
The report below was presented to the Housing SPC on the 9th September and gives the average time on the list, by bedroom size, for allocations completed in 2021 to date.
	Electoral Area
	1 Bed
	2 Bed
	3 Bed
	4+ Bed
	Total

	Tallaght Central
	9
	7
	4
	0
	20

	Tallaght South
	39
	34
	27
	4
	104

	Clondalkin
	33
	49
	146
	9
	237

	Lucan
	3
	20
	15
	2
	40

	Palmerstown/Fonthill
	3
	1
	11
	1
	16

	Firhouse/Bohernabreena
	1
	2
	6
	0
	9

	Rathfarnham/Templeogue
	14
	22
	9
	0
	45

	Total
	102
	135
	218
	16
	471

	Avg. Time on List
	1 Bed
	2 Bed
	3 Bed
	4+ Bed
	Overall

	(Excl. Transfers)
	8.6 yrs.
	10.5 yrs.
	9.85 yrs.
	11.95 yrs.
	10.23 yrs.


C/418/21 - Q11 Item ID:72006 – New Choice Based Letting System
Proposed by Councillor W. Carey:
"To ask the Chief Executive for a report on the new system introduced by Council for choice based letting (CBL)?  How many persons on the Housing List have transferred to new system?  How many persons have successfully engaged with the new system to date? How many persons have failed to transfer from old system to new system?  Can the Council outline any complaints received regarding new system if any?"
REPLY:
The Integrated Housing System went live in March this year and Choice Based Letting was introduced in May.  To date over 5000 applicants have registered for the new system.  This number exceeds the number of applicants who engaged with the old version of CBL.  Approximately 8500 applicants were written to outlining the process for registering for the new system. 
The Council received some queries from applicants in relation to the registration process but each query was dealt with individually by Housing and Customer Care staff.
C/419/21 - H12 Item ID:71690 – New Works
(No Business)
C/420/21 - C8 Item ID:71691 - Correspondence
(No Business)
C/421/21 - M11 Item ID:71921 – Step Down & Supported Living Accommodation
It was Proposed by Councillor F. Timmons and Seconded by Councillor P. Kavanagh:
Cathaoirleach's Business
"That this Committee asks South Dublin County Council to look at Part 8s that focus on step down accommodation and supported living accommodation to free up much needed housing for families and to ensure that supports are in place for those needing it. That South Dublin County Council work on a report of options and bring to this committee as a headed item as a matter of urgency given the Housing needs locally, (The report for this motion should include the needs for both step down and supported accommodation needs in the Clondalkin Area).
The following report by the Chief Executive which had been circulated was READ:
The Motion raises important considerations in relation to underoccupancy of current tenancies and homes without tenancies where there is significant underoccupancy, each of which require separate but equally important responses to address the issues raised.
As outlined during the adoption of the County Age Friendly Strategy in late 2020, people in Ireland are living longer and healthier lives due to improvements in healthcare and lifestyles and as part of the Strategy a commitment has been made to deliver a range of age friendly housing developments across the County to support older people rightsizing to more appropriate accommodation that will support living independently for longer in their communities.  The intention with age friendly housing is to provide secure, adaptable accommodation designed to meet the needs of older people and to facilitate supports being delivered on or close to home as necessary.  In this context the potential to free up local homes where older people are living alone in three or four bedroom properties will be pursued as a possible voluntary option where it is right for the person.  The Council will be able to provide and facilitate a range of supports both in preparation for moving and for living in new age friendly accommodation.  When the Strategy was adopted in September 2020, a supporting presentation on age friendly housing developments signalled five initial sites, three of which are subject to current Part 8 proposals and a further two sites, both within the administrative area of the Clondalkin Area Committee (at Deansrath/Melrose and Alpine Heights), for which designs are to be progressed.  While additional sites are also being examined across this area and the wider County to deliver on the policy commitments outlined above, in recognition of issues raised in consultations for the current Part 8s, the approach to site selection and design for future sites will be explored with the Housing Strategic Policy Committee before we return to local Area Committees with additional proposals for age friendly housing developments.  When returning to Area Committees, the discussion will be informed by updated information relating to local rightsizing applications from Council tenants and private homeowners as well as details of the housing need of older persons in the area.
Separately, the challenge of providing appropriate accommodation and support requirements for single people with complex needs, especially where those persons are currently in occupation of a Council dwelling without a formal tenancy requires a range of responses on solutions to resolve the issue of the absence of a tenancy and, more importantly, to meet the complex needs of the individuals involved.  This requires a range of co-ordinated actions from the Council, Approved Housing Bodies (as providers of transitional or supported accommodation) and health/social care interventions on an individual basis that are not readily applicable across all such cases.  The Council's estate management team, in the first instance, liaise in relation to the tenancy issues and then signpost and refer to other agencies to become involved but the absence of sufficient supported accommodation for single people in the County together with the likely challenges for new provision of such accommodation will have to be addressed in conjunction with the relevant agencies.
A discussion followed with contribution from Councillors F. Timmons, E. Ó Broin, P. Kavanagh and W. Carey. Ms. B. Pierce, Senior Executive Officer responded to the members queries and advised that a Headed Item will be brought back to the ACM listing available and suitable sites for this. The motion was AGREED.  
C/422/21 - M12 Item ID:71948 – Delay in the Social Housing Development
It was Proposed by Councillor W. Carey and Seconded by Councillor F. Timmons:
“This Committee agrees that the Chief Executive should present a report at the meeting for discussion on the ongoing delay in the social housing development on the land between the Fonthill Road and New Nangor road.”
The following report by the Chief Executive which had been circulated was READ:
The social housing development at Nangor Road and Fonthill Road was Part 8 approved in October 2019 to provide a total of 93 new homes. The project itself is a combined development of 60 apartments, 15 houses and 18 duplex units with a current budget approval of €29.4m. Given the complexities of the design of the scheme and the value of the project budget, due diligence and time is required to progress the project delivery. All funding proposals at each stage of the development are subject to the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage approval and a detail of the timelines to date are set out below.
The Council is required to go through a four-stage funding approval process in respect capital construction projects. The Council submitted a Stage 1 funding application to the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage in May 2019. Due to the size of this project the Council was required to complete a cost effectiveness analysis with the capital appraisal submission on this project. The Council continually engaged with the Department of Housing, responding to queries raised on the funding application.
In June 2020 the Council submitted a Stage 2 & Stage 3 combined funding application to the Department of Housing seeking approval to progress to tender. In December 2020 funding approval was granted from the Department to progress to tender and in June 2021 the tender was published to select a suitable contractor to develop the scheme. The tender period closed in mid-August 2021 and the tender assessment is currently underway. Following completion of the assessment a stage 4 funding application will be made to the Department of Housing to seek approval to appoint the successful contractor. The Council anticipate that this scheme will commence on site in Q4 2021 subject to approval issued from the Department of Housing.
A discussion followed with contribution from W. Carey and F. Timmons. Ms. B. Pierce, Senior Executive Officer responded to the members queries and the motion was AGREED. 
Community
C/423/21 - Q12 Item ID:71938 – Community Sponsorship Group
Proposed by Councillor F. Timmons:
To ask the Chief Executive to consider what supports SDCC can offer a local Community Sponsorship Group (CSG) that have come together to support arriving refugees, Community Sponsorship Ireland has been developed in Ireland in cooperation with Global Refugee Sponsorship Initiative (GSRI), the Irish Red Cross, NASC, Irish Refugee Council and the UNHCR. and to issue a report on same!
REPLY: 
Our community development and social inclusion/migrant integration teams will be happy to explore possible supports for any such community sponsorship groups operating within the South Dublin area and will facilitate a meeting to engage and discuss supports as required.
C/424/21 - H13 Item ID:71692 – New Works
(No Business)
C/425/21 - H14 Item ID:71693 – Deputations for Noting
(No Business)
C/426/21 - C9 Item ID:71694 - Correspondence
(No Business)
Transportation
C/427/21 - Q13 Item ID:71918 – Upgrading the area around Bawnogue Shops
Proposed by Councillor F. Timmons:
"To ask the Chief Executive for a report into progress made to upgrade the area around Bawnogue shops and to provide as much details as possible about what may be possible by South Dublin County Council in this area?"
Presentation Bawnogue Shopping Centre

REPLY:
As presented to South Dublin County Council in September 2020 and attached, Bawnogue Shopping Centre has been chosen by your Area Committee as the first candidate for upgrading in your area under our District Centre Enhancement Scheme. 
Under this scheme, four Shopping Centres were identified for upgrade - Castle Tymon (Tallaght), Rosemount (Ballyboden), Neilstown and Bawnogue. 
We are currently preparing a Part 8 application on Castle Tymon, due for public consultation towards the end of this year. 
Following on from that, Rosemount will undergo a similar process in 2022, to be followed by Bawnogue and Neilstown Shopping Centres in that order. 
C/428/21 - H15 Item ID:71695 – New Works
(No Business)
C/429/21 - H16 Item ID:72095 - Proposed extinguishment of Right of Way to the rear of 1 & 2 James Connolly Park
The following report was presented by Mr. J. Hegarty, Senior Executive Engineer:
H16 Proposed EPROW 1  2 James Connolly Park
A discussion followed with contribution from Councillors P. Kavanagh and E. Ó Broin. Mr. J. Hegarty responded to the members queries.
It was Proposed by Councillor P. Kavanagh and Seconded by Councillor W. Carey to extinguish the right of way to the rear of 1 & 2 James Connolly Park. The report was NOTED. 
C/430/21 - C10 Item ID:71696 - Correspondence
(No Business)
C/431/21 - M13 Item ID:71920 – Footpath along Castle Road
In accordance with Standing Order No. 13, it was AGREED by the Cathaoirleach in consultation with the Members to vary the sequence of business and consider motion 15 in tandem with this item as they were of a similar subject matter.

It was Proposed by Councillor F. Timmons and Seconded by Councillor P. Kavanagh:
Cathaoirleach's Business
"That this Committee asks South Dublin County Council that a footpath is installed from Drury Mills to Millbrook Nursing Home on Castle Road, providing safe road for pedestrians and enabling residents to access their community on foot. This should be in line with the Council's vision that people walk, cycle or use public as part of their journeys rather than having to drive. This is an example of a nursing home within a community which is not safely accessible in any way other than by car."
The following report by the Chief Executive which had been circulated was READ:
There are no plans at the present time to install a footpath at the location described on the Slade Road. Such a scheme would require the diversion and relocation of existing overhead and underground services in addition to the acquisition of land to accommodate the scheme.
C/432/21 - M15 Item ID:71799 – Footpath along Castle Road
It was Proposed by Councillor S. O'Hara and Seconded by Councillor P. Kavanagh:
"That this Area Committee investigates the feasibility of extending the footpath along the Castle Road, Saggart from Drury Mills to Millbrook Manor Nursing Home."
The following report by the Chief Executive which had been circulated was READ:
There are no plans at the present time to install a footpath at the location described on Castle Road. Such a scheme would require the diversion and relocation of existing overhead and underground services in addition to the acquisition of land to accommodate the scheme.
A discussion followed with contribution from Councillors S. O’Hara, F. Timmons, P. Kavanagh, W. Carey and E. Ó Broin. Mr. T. O’Grady, Senior Engineer responded to the members queries and the motions were AGREED. 

C/433/21 - M14 Item ID:71532 – Woodford Roundabout
It was Proposed by Councillor T. Gilligan:
"That the Chief Executive gives an update on Woodford Roundabout. When will Management be back to complete the job? I understand the job is unfinished.
In the absence of Councillor T. Gilligan, the motion FELL. 
C/434/21 - M16 Item ID:71991 – Maintenance of Pedestrian & Cycle Lane between Red Cow and Luas
It was Proposed by Councillor E. Ó Broin and Seconded by Councillor P. Kavanagh:
"That this Area Committee receives an update on the dialogue between SDCC and TII with regard to maintenance of the pedestrian and cycle lane that runs between the Red Cow Luas stop and the pedestrian and cycle bridge over the N7 at the Red Cow."
The following report by the Chief Executive which had been circulated was READ:
Following discussions with the TII, it was ascertained that the pedestrian and cycle lanes are under the maintenance of South Dublin County Council. They will be considered for inclusion in the 2022 Roadworks Programme.
A discussion followed with contribution from Councillor E. Ó Broin. Mr. T. O’Grady, Senior Engineer responded to the member’s query and the motion was AGREED.
C/435/21 - M17 Item ID:71809 – Traffic Management at Ninth Lock Road
It was Proposed by Councillor T. Gilligan:
"That the Chief Executive presents a full report at this meeting in relation to traffic management at Ninth Lock Road, Canal route intersection."
In the absence of Councillor T. Gilligan, the motion FELL. 
C/436/21 - M18 Item ID:71992 – Taking in Charge of Peyton Housing Estate
It was Proposed by Councillor E. Ó Broin and Seconded by Councillor F. Timmons:
"That this Area Committee receives an update on the dialogue between South Dublin County Council and (name removed) with regard to the taking in charge of the Peyton Housing Estate in Rathcoole."
[bookmark: _Hlk83724810]The following report by the Chief Executive which had been circulated was READ:
Discussions have taken place with the developer who has indicated that it is not suitable to offer this estate for Taking in Charge until the creche, which forms part of the planning decision on a later phase, is built.  This has been suspended subject to a Judicial Review (JR). 
The developer has indicated a commitment to delivering the creche following outcome of the JR. 
When all items are completed as per the final grant of planning, the developer will consider the option of offering the estate for Taking in Charge.  Only then can SDCC commence the process of checks and surveys as part of the Taking in Charge process.
A discussion followed with contribution from Councillors E. Ó Broin and P. Kavanagh. Mr. J. Hegarty, Senior Executive Engineer responded to the members queries and the motion was AGREED.
C/437/21 - M19 - Item ID:72001 – Incorrect Road Naming in Saggart Village
It was Proposed by Councillor S. O'Hara and Seconded by Councillor P. Kavanagh:
'That this Area Committee requests that the Department of Land Use, Planning and Transportation commits to meeting with and working with Saggart Village Residents Association to assist in resolving the issue of incorrect road naming of specific roads in Saggart in the Roads Schedule and hence on the road signage in Saggart Village."
The following report by the Chief Executive which had been circulated was READ:
The Councils Transportation Department can only erect signs in accordance with the Road Schedule. As has been previously advised to the residents, the only means of altering Road or Street names is by Plebiscite. Plebiscites are held under the auspices of the Corporate Services Department. Should the Residents Association wish to request a deputation to discuss this process, Corporate Services Department can arrange such a meeting when Deputation’s resume.
A discussion followed with contribution from Councillors S. Hara and P. Kavanagh. Mr. J. Hegarty, Senior Executive Engineer responded to the members queries and the motion was AGREED.
Planning
C/438/21 - Q14 Item ID:71858 – Planning Permission
Proposed by Councillor K. Egan:
"That this Area Committee asks the Chief Executive to give a detailed reply on Application SD18A/0291 by Oranmore Investments at San Jose, New Road, Clondalkin was refused permission and yet the developer ignored the decision and has completed the development as he proposed and advertised it for non-residential use. What enforcement decision has South Dublin County Council decided on and what is it to date. Also, what are the stages and timelines to carry out the enforcement."
REPORT:
Under Register Reference SD15A/0021, planning permission was granted for two semi-detached four-bedroom houses consisting of ground, first and attic floor levels (each house 166sq.m).  Following on from this a subsequent application was made under Register Reference SD18A/0291, to construct 2 three-storey, 3-bedroom dwellings and one 3-bedroom dormer bungalow to side of existing detached two storey dwelling and garden site but was refused.
After a number of complaints were received a planning enforcement file was opened on 9th April 2021 for non-compliance with Condition 1 of SD15A/0021. Subsequently, warning letters issued dated 9th April 2021 & 13th May 2021 to the owner/occupier under Section 152 of the Planning & Development Act 2000 (as amended).  As a person served with this letter, the owner / occupier may make submissions or observations in writing to the Planning Authority regarding the above (which, if true, would constitute an offence under the Planning & Development Act 2000 (as amended)
I can confirm that a submission has been received from the Architect and has been referred to the Planning Inspector, following which a recommendation will be made.  If it is determined that there is noncompliance with the planning permission, enforcement proceedings may be initiated accordingly.
C/439/21 - Q15 Item ID:71803 – Local Area Development Plan
Proposed by Councillor S. O'Hara:
To ask the Chief Executive for clarification regarding the LADP (local area development plan) policy H22, where it is stated that the building of a house in a rural area will only be allowed in exceptional circumstances and based on genuine economic and/or social need. Could he please define the term exceptional circumstances and provide some possible examples of what they would consist of, from both an economic and social standpoint?
REPLY:
All planning applications are assessed on their individual merits. Policy H22 is one of a number of Rural Housing Policies and other policies that are relevant to an application for planning permission for a house in a rural area.
Policy H22 states:
‘It is the policy of the Council that within areas designated with Zoning Objective ‘RU’ (to protect and improve rural amenity and to provide for the development of agriculture) new or replacement dwellings will only be permitted in exceptional circumstances.’
Policy H20 states
‘It is the policy of the Council to restrict the spread of dwellings in the rural “RU”, Dublin Mountain ‘HA-DM’, Liffey Valley ‘HA-LV’ and Dodder Valley ‘HA-DV’ zones and to focus such housing into existing settlements.’
The County Development Plan sets out to strike a balance between facilitating housing for people who have a genuine need to live in rural areas of the County and that will contribute to the rural community, while protecting such areas from urban generated housing and housing that would adversely impact on landscape character, environmental quality and visual amenity.
In the context of H22, the term exceptional circumstances is not defined. The assessment of the economic and social merits of a planning application is on a case-by-case basis based on the individual details and documentation submitted by applicants.
C/440/21 - Q16 Item ID:71937 – Heritage Week short film
Proposed by Councillor F. Timmons:
"To ask the Chief Executive could he request that South Dublin County Council locate the recent Heritage Week short film " Clondalkin Tangible Threads " which relates the story of the Clondalkin lace makers who worked on the lace designs for the famous Irish dress designer Sybil Connolly from the 50's to the 70's into Brú Chrónáin Heritage Centre especially as the work began in the very rooms of the house where Brú Chrónáin is located now and to issue a report on same?"
REPLY:
As part of SDCC’s contribution to Heritage Week 2021, a 20mins cultural heritage film was produced under the County Heritage Plan by the Heritage Officer. The film is a collaborative production in conjunction with Irish Crochet Lace Revival group and the families of the crochet makers of Clondalkin who created and supplied crochet to the internationally renowned haute couture designer, Sybil Connolly.
‘Clondalkin’s Tangible Threads, Irish Crochet in the world of haute couture’, tells the previously untold story of the network of women in Clondalkin and its environs in the 1950s and 1960s, who made the Irish Crochet that was a highlight in many of Sybil Connolly’s exclusive designs.
The film recounts how the crochet pieces were designed and created for these gowns by Clondalkin women, and how the patterns were verbally taught to the cohort of out-workers in Clondalkin and surrounding districts over a ten-year period.
The Clondalkin origin of the crochet in these haute couture gowns had not previously been acknowledged, so it is hoped that this film will now deservedly shine a light on the creativity, skill, and industry of these local women who worked from home to produce such high-quality pieces.
The film also adds significant new information to the historical record of Sybil Connolly and her haute couture business which was located in Dublin City and which used Irish-made fabrics, crochet, lace, and weaving.
The location of the filming in Brú Chrónáin, the Round Tower Visitor Centre, closed a circle in this story as the Centre incorporates the houses of Mill View where some of these crochet families lived at the time that this Clondalkin cottage industry operated. Filming took place in one of the upstairs rooms which is now a reconstructed bedroom.
It is an objective of this project to deposit a copy of ‘Clondalkin’s Tangible Threads’ in Brú Chrónáin, the Round Tower Visitor Centre, as a permanent cultural heritage resource. In preparation for this, the film is currently being processed for the addition of sub-titles, so that the film is accessible to all.
‘Clondalkin’s Tangible Threads’ can currently be accessed at the National Heritage Week website at https://www.heritageweek.ie/projects/clondalkins-tangible-threads.
C/441/21 - H17 Item ID:71697 – New Works
(No Business)
C/442/21 - C11 Item ID:71698 - Correspondence
(No Business)
Before the meeting concluded Councillor F. Timmons asked Ms. S. Conroy, Senior Executive Officer to look into the fact some replies are not being made available until the day of the meeting. Due to other commitments this means that not all members can see replies until the meeting has started. Ms. S. Conroy, Senior Executive Officer advised she will look into this.
Councillor P. Kavanagh thanked Councillor F. Timmons for the hard work getting through the Agenda in a timely manner on his first day as Cathaoirleach.

The Meeting concluded at 17:35 p.m.
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