To: The Mayor and each Member of South Dublin County Council
Re: Three Year Capital Programme Progress Report – July 2021
Dear Member,

This Quarterly Capital Progress Report sets out briefly the current position in relation to Capital Projects in the 2021 – 2023 Capital Programme, with the exclusion of housing matters, which were reported on at the June meeting.
Tourism and Enterprise Projects

Progress on the main project and programmes since the April report can be summarised as follows:
· The Dublin Mountains Project – the judicial review hearing took place on the 8th June. The High Court delivered a written judgment on Friday last, in which it dismissed the challenge to the decision of An Bord Pleanála to grant planning approval for the Dublin Mountain Visitor Centre.  The High Court has indicated that it will refer a number of legal questions to the Court of Justice of the European Union arising from issues which the judicial review applicant raised in the case; these do not affect the validity of the Board's approval, but concern matters relating to the transposition of certain aspects of the Habitats Directive into Irish law and the manner in which challenges to such matters can be raised in the Irish courts.  These issues are addressed to the State, rather than An Bord Pleanála or the Council.   The Court has given the parties six weeks to consider its judgment and the matter will come back before the Court after that period.  At that stage, the Council will request the Court to make a final written Order dismissing the challenge against the Board's approval. 
· Corkagh Park/Camac Valley Tourism Cluster Study – BDP Architects have been appointed to carry out the detailed design and bring Phase 1 to planning before the year end. 
· The Rathfarnham Castle Stables Tourism/Retail Opportunity has been put on hold and will not be put to the market until greater certainty prevails.
· The Grange Castle West access road is currently under construction and the lands are being actively marketed – the recent agreement for sale to Lens Media is a positive indicator of the attractiveness of this new section of the park. 
· Tallaght Innovation Centre – suitable contractors shortlisted and scheduled to go to tender in Q3 2021.
· The Grand Canal Greenway has received Part 8 approval – funding of €1.4m has just been confirmed by the Department of Transport, so we will be progressing this project to get on site this year.
· The Grand/Royal Canal Loop Study – route options virtual consultation was very successful with widespread engagement. A detailed report on the outcomes has issued to the Lucan members and we are now progressing to appoint consultants to undertake detailed design and to proceed to Part 8 by the year end. 
Town and Village Enhancement Programme 
· Templeogue Village – contractor now on site and we aim to be finished by the end of the year. 
· The District Enhancement Programme has commenced with informal consultation on the Castletymon project to gather initial views. Formal consultation will commence after the summer period, as with informal consultation on the Rosemount project 
· DHB Architects have been appointed for Lucan village improvement works and are in the process of finalising initial concept options for discussion with members. An associated branding study is underway, with an online campaign to garner public opinion on the strengths of and prospects for Lucan, closing on the 7th July. 
· €32m URDF funding for Tallaght Town centre covering a range of projects, was approved late last year and projects including the Innovation Centre, the Civic Plazas and the linking pedestrian way, will go to tender in Q3 2021, as will the commencement of 133 cost rental apartments at Belgard North reported on separately at the June meeting.
· The new Mobility Hub at the Luas Terminus has been agreed in principle, including outline designs with the Square and the NTA. The project is listed as a headed item on the July agenda.
· N81 landscaping project – this project will pick up after the summer period. 
· Tallaght District Heating project – the contractor eNext Fortum commenced on the 17th May with the pipelaying contract, while work on the Energy Centre has just commenced. 
Roads and Drainage

· The LIHAF funded Celbridge Link Road is back on site following COVID closure.
· The Belgard to Cookstown Link Road is complete, while the East West Airton link has been designed and the necessary property acquisitions are under discussion – a presentation will be made to Council in September.  
· €176m funding has been provisionally approved to develop the enabling infrastructure, including roads and drainage for the entire Clonburris SDZ. We will initiate the detailed design of this infrastructure with the other landowners, pending formal final approval in this regard. 
· The Dodder Greenway walking and cycling scheme is underway - Stage 1 (Kiltipper) is complete. Stage 2 (the bridges) will be completed in July. Stage 3 (the links) is on site and will be completed in early 2022. Stage 4 (Dodder road lower) consultation closed on Monday last. Stage 5 (Firhouse road) is going through design changes, a new Part 8 will commence later this year with the plan to be on site in 2022. Stage 6 (Kiltipper road) is under design review. 
· There are 13 Active Travel projects underway at present. Six are on site and a further seven are at different stages of design. Three of these are the URDF funded projects in Tallaght Town centre and 10 are NTA funded. We have €20.7m NTA funding available this year. 
· River Poddle Flood Alleviation Scheme - The scheme is currently in Part 10 planning with An Bord Pleanála. We await a decision from An Bord Pleanála. The proposed decision date has moved on a number of occasions but is expected on the 23rd July. Subject to a favourable decision it is hoped to commence construction in late 2021.

· Camac Flood Alleviation Scheme - Stage 1 preliminary design commenced in November 2019 with an estimated completion date of Q3 2021. 

· Whitechurch Stream Flood Alleviation Scheme - Stage 1 preliminary design was completed in July 2020 and the scheme was submitted on the 4th August 2020, to An Bord Pleanála for planning approval under Section 177AE of the Planning and Development Act 2000, with the public consultation period finishing on the 17th September 2020. In December 2020, planning approval was granted for the scheme by An Bord Pleanála. However, the decision of An Bord Pleanála was appealed to the High Court and a hearing date for the case has been set for October.
· Part 8 planning was approved for integrated constructed wetlands in January as part of the Dublin Rivers Life Project – two in Dodder Valley, one in Kilnamanagh and one in Griffeen Valley. Work is progressing on tender documents with plans to go to tender in the coming weeks. 

Sport, Recreation and Libraries

· Rowlagh Library was officially opened on the 9th June.  

· Tymon Library is currently being stocked and will be officially opened in September.   
· Lucan Pool – construction has recommenced and a Q1 2022 completion is planned. The refurbishment of the old Lucan leisure centre is being undertaken in tandem and the operation and management of the overall complex will be tendered in late summer. 
· Teenspace Programme – Collinstown is under construction.  The remaining Phase 1 projects at Ballycragh, Kingswood, Avonbeg and Esker Park are at various stages of planning and tender, or scheduled to go on site.  
· The Old Bawn pavilion is complete. Griffeen Park will commence once formal approval is received, followed by Corkagh Park pavilion. 
· Tandy’s Lane Park – Phase 1 has opened, and Phase 2 will open later in the year.
· Airlie Park in Adamstown – construction has recommenced after lockdown. 
· Killinarden Park regeneration – Part 8 before the Council at the July meeting.  
· Kiltipper Park – Phase 2 design underway with tender for construction in Q3 2021. 
· Tallaght Stadium 4th Stand and the west stand enhancements – Part 8 approved and detailed design underway, with a view to starting construction in late 2021. 
· Sports Pitch Strategy – Part 8 for Sean Walsh Park before the Council at the July meeting.
· The Dodder Valley Mount Carmel pitch and athletics track are under construction. 
· Saggart Community centre – commenced construction last week. 
· Templeogue Intergenerational Facility – Part 8 approved by the Council at June meeting – detailed design and tender by year end. 
Yours sincerely,
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Daniel McLoughlin
Chief Executive









