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TALLAGHT AREA COMMITTEE MEETING (1)

Tuesday 18th April 2006
Question No.16 
Question:
Cllr J Neville 
"To ask the Manager to clarify who has the legal responsibility for the removal of graffiti in non-local authority estates and will he make a statement on the matter?”
Reply:
The responsibility for the removal of graffiti which is on private property, including the boundary walls to private property, lies with the owner. This Council takes responsibility for graffiti which is painted onto walls or other property for which it is responsible for maintaining.  
The Council offers assistance from time to time to home owners whose property has been damaged by graffiti, however there is no legal requirement on the Council to take this role.  This assistance usually takes the form of an offer of materials ie paint and brushes which are necessary to cover the graffiti.

Sections 19 and 20 of the Litter Pollution Act 1997 deal comprehensively with the issue of graffiti.  Section 19 makes it an offence to deface a property with graffiti.  Section 20 gives the Council powers to request the owner of a property which has been defaced by graffiti to take action to deal with the matter. Failure to comply with a notice issued under Section 20 of the Act is an offence.  
