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MEETING OF TALLAGHT AREA COMMITTEE (2)
Monday 24th April 2006

Headed Item No. 4

Embankment Road Extension, Citywest to Belgard Road 
          FURTHER REPORT ON LEFT-IN/LEFT-OUT OPTION AT BELGARD GREEN

The attached report was presented to the March Meeting of the Area committee.   Having considered the matters mentioned this report addresses the issues raised.

At the outset, and prior to the introduction of the LUAS extension, it had been envisaged that a large diameter five arm roundabout would be constructed at Cookstown.  This would accommodate the three existing arms plus the two additional arms, arising from the new Citywest to Belgard Road.

The LUAS extension dictated that a four way signalised junction would have to be constructed at Cookstown, necessitating an alternative arrangement to be examined in respect of the existing Cookstown Road / Belgard Green connection.

The first option examined was a direct link incorporating all movements from the existing Cookstown Road at Belgard Green / Cairnwood to the proposed new road immediately west of the proposed Cookstown junction incorporating a fully signalised T-junction.  This was deemed not feasible due to the proximity of this T-junction to the Cookstown junction (approximately 100m).  

Three further options were then examined incorporating fully signalised T-junctions.  These were (i) a link through the grazing area of the Horse Project, (ii) a link through Fettercairn Community Centre car park, and (iii) a link through the open space between Ambervale and Birchwood.  All three of the above junctions would adequately address the need for a link to the local road network from Belgard Green, Cairnwood and Ambervale Estates.  Having fully assessed all three the link through the grazing area was determined to be the most suitable and this link was incorporated into the Part 8 proposals.

Arising from substantial representations received in respect of the impact on the Horse Project grazing area, the link was relocated to the Fettercairn Community Centre carpark, which change did not compromise any safety aspects of the scheme.

Subsequently, in an effort to meet local demands to maintain a direct link from Belgard Green / Cairnwood to the Cookstown junction, the option examined under point 3 above was re-examined as a left-in/left-out junction only, whilst maintaining the fully operational T-junction at Fettercairn Community Centre some 400metres away.  A drawing showing this proposed junction was displayed at the Area Committee meeting of 27th March 2006 and a copy is attached. This limited-option junction at Belgard Green / Cairnwood would not comply with the required standards and criteria of a fully signalised T-junction, as rather than accommodating all movements it would permit only left-in/left-out movements. In   prohibiting right-in/right-out movements it would be primarily of benefit to motorists entering from the Cookstown Road.

Conclusion

It is considered that the overall benefit to the wider community including Belgard Green / Ambervale / Cairnwood by the construction of the road will be substantial, providing as it does an enhanced transportation infrastructure including the new Citywest to Belgard Road, new bus lanes, direct link to Citywest/Grange Castle/Outer Ring Road/N7/Lucan to the west, and to the M50/Walkinstown/City Centre to the east and upholding the reservation for the new LUAS line,. Current traffic volumes in the vicinity of Belgard Green/Ambervale/Cairnwood and Maplewood are predicted to reduce considerably with the provision of the new Citywest to Belgard road.

The current upgrading programme of Fettercairn Village/Community Centre, and traffic calming along Fettercairn Road, (including traffic calming ramps and road narrowing / street planting), along with the proposed new LUAS station at Fettercairn Community Centre, will greatly enhance the amenity of this area.  

It remains our preference that the provision of one fully operational T-junction as included in the Part 8 report to the members is adequate to service the needs of Belgard Green / Ambervale / Cairnwood in linking these estates to the adjacent road network.  Given its constraints and its proximity to the Cookstown junction we consider the provision of the left-in/ left-out junction, whilst meeting basic standards, to be of dubious overall benefit. 
Frank Coffey,

Director of Transportation and County Engineer. 
