COMHAIRLE CONTAE ÁTHA CLIATH THEAS
SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL

Minutes of South Dublin County Council Clondalkin Area Committee Meeting dealing with Performance & Change Management, Corporate Support, Environment, Water & Drainage, Public Realm, Community, Housing, Planning, Transportation, Libraries & Arts and Economic Development held on Wednesday 21st April.
COUNCILLORS PRESENT

				Councillor William Joseph Carey
				Councillor Kenneth Egan
				Councillor Trevor Gilligan
				Councillor Peter Kavanagh
				Councillor Eoin Ó Broin
				Councillor Shirley O’Hara
				Councillor Francis Timmons

Cathaoirleach, Councillor E. Ó Broin presided.

OFFICIALS PRESENT
Senior Engineer	Mr. Leo Magee
Senior Executive Engineer	Mr. Joseph Bockarie, Ms. Caitriona Lambert, Mr. John Hegarty
A/Project Resident Engineer	Mr. David Grant
Head of Local Enterprise	Mr. Thomas Rooney
Senior Executive Officer	Ms. Cristina Hurson, Ms. Elaine Leech, Ms. Mary Maguire
A/Senior Executive Officer		Mr. Michael McAdam
Senior Parks Superintendent		Ms. Suzanne Furlong
Senior Executive Parks Superintendent	Mr. David Fennell, Ms. Máire Ní Dhomhnaill, Mr. Sean Redmond
A/Senior Planner	Mr. Eoin Burke
Senior Executive Librarian	Ms. Liz Corry	
Chief Technician	Mr. Kevin Reilly
Administrative Officer	Ms. Sheila Kelly, Ms. Brenda Shannon
Senior Staff Officer				Ms. Pamela Brennan
Staff Officer					Ms. Leona Maher
Assistant Staff Officer				Ms. Ita Kenny

C/184/21 - H1 Item ID:69435 - Confirmation & Re-affirmation of Minutes of Meeting held on 10th March 2021
The minutes of the February meeting of the Clondalkin Area Committee meeting dealing with Economic Development, Libraries & Arts, Corporate Support, Performance & Change Management, Public Realm, Environment, Water & Drainage, Housing, Community, Transportation and Planning held on 10th March 2021 which had been circulated, were submitted and APPROVED as a true record and signed.
HI 1 Minutes of 10th March, 2021
It was proposed by Councillor T. Gilligan and seconded by Councillor P. Kavanagh and RESOLVED:
“That the recommendations contained in the minutes of 17th February be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”
C/185/21 – QUESTIONS
It was proposed by Councillor T. Gilligan and seconded by Councillor P. Kavanagh:
“That pursuant to Standing Order 13, Questions 1 to 15 be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”

Environment
C/186/21 - Q1 Item ID:69986 – Dog Fouling in Parks and Open Spaces
Proposed by Councillor S. O'Hara:
"To ask the Chief Executive given the increase of complaints regarding the issue of dog poo fouling in public parks and open spaces, across Clondalkin and other areas, will South Dublin County Council install more dog waste bins?  South Dublin County Council needs a campaign to encourage dog owners and dog walkers to act responsibly and to pick up after their dogs. Dog poo in our public spaces affects the whole community."
Clondalkin Dog Bin

REPLY:
Surveys were carried out in 4 Parks around the county to accurately ascertain the level of dog fouling in those parks. The report indicates that dog fouling levels are relatively low in the context of the numbers visiting the parks surveyed. However, measures to deter dog fouling such as increased signage and audio devices, at specific problematic areas have been installed.
Section 22 of the Litter Pollution Act 1997, as amended (the Act), states that ....."the person in charge of a dog is subject to a fine or prosecution if he/she does not immediately remove any faeces deposited by their dog in certain places, and/or if that person fails to ensure that the dog litter is properly disposed of in a suitable sanitary manner".
The difficulty with enforcement of Section 22 is the requirement for witness testimony, to report that the offence happened and that an identified person is the person in charge of the dog.  The Council continues to encourage residents groups and/or individuals to assist the Warden Service in this regard.
SDCC have continued to raise awareness of the issue of Dog fouling and has mounted a number of campaigns on radio, newspapers and on social media in that regard.
The Green Dog Walkers Programme is a non-confrontational, friendly way to change people's attitudes about dog fouling.  It is a community based scheme where volunteers in the community can adopt and promote in their own area.  Members of the public can apply through Social Credits at www.socialcredits.ie 
Volunteers who become Green Dog Walkers are provided with an armband and bone shaped bag dispenser and commit to the following -
1. wear the armband or put the Green Dog Walker collar on their dog when out walking
1. clean up after their dog
1. carry extra dog waste bags
1. be happy to be approached to lend a dog waste bag to those without
1. be a friendly reminder to other dog walkers to clean up after their dogs 
A review of litter bins was carried out and previously reported to the Area Committee Meetings.
This review concluded that the provision of dog litter specific bins would require a major change to the existing collection operation, as well as an increased budgetary provision.
It is not Council policy to provide separate bins for separate types of waste and no change is proposed in that regard. 
Every bin provided by the Council, of which there are in excess of 650, whether on street or in a public park is available for the disposal of light litter including dog waste and is considered the best approach.
C/187/21 - Q2 - Item ID:69762 – Bring Banks in Clondalkin
Proposed by Councillor F. Timmons:
"To ask the Chief Executive for a report into the recycle bring banks within the Clondalkin Area? What sites have been identified and is there a requirement for public consultation if they are on Council owned land? To ask for the process to be included in the report and how we can increase bring banks in light of the climate emergency we face?"
REPLY:
From the time South Dublin County Council developed the Community Based Recycling Strategy in 2008, an intensive investigation to identify viable locations for the installation of bottle banks for residents in Clondalkin area was undertaken as a result of numerous council motions. South Dublin County Council adopted a two-pronged approach. These approaches are described below:
Identification of viable locations on privately owned land, generally in the carparks of neighbourhood shopping centres.
The privately owned sites which have been examined are as follows:
1. Neilstown Shopping centre,
1. Rowlagh shopping/community centre
1. Woodford Shopping Centre,
1. Lidl Car park, Nangor Road
1. Knockmitten Youth and Community Centre
1. The Car Park of Church of Transfiguration, Bawnogue
1. Cherrywood /Spar Shopping centre
All of the above sites were investigated, and discussions were had with the management companies of these centres regarding the Council's proposals to develop recycling bring bank sites at these locations.  In each case however the management company refused to grant permission to the Council and therefore these proposals could not be pursued any further.
Identification of viable locations at Council owned sites, in public open spaces, in road lay-bys etc.
The following areas were investigated for identification of viable locations for installation of bottle banks on publicly owned lands.
1. Parking spaces along Liscarne Road along the boundary of the Church of the Immaculate Heart of Mary, Clondalkin.
1. A lay-by along Neilstown Road, adjacent Harelawn Green Estate
1. Open space along St Mark’s Avenue and Rowlagh Park
1. Open space along Neilstown Road 50m from Cappaghmore house at the Junction of Neilstown Road and Lucan Newlands road
1. Cherrywood Villas: A green space on the left-hand side of Cherrywood Villas   after the junction of Old Church Avenue.
1. Melrose Estate Clondalkin
1. Open Space directly opposite Cherrywood Shopping centre. Public consultation to be done.
1. North Clondalkin Library
Residents living within 50m of any of the proposed bring bank sites were consulted on the proposal and this is in accordance with the public consultation requirements of the Community Recycling Strategy.  In each of the above cases the proposed facility was rejected by local residents.
In May 2020 an area committee motion called on SDCC to investigate the possibility of placing glass recycling bring banks at the new North Clondalkin Library, however this could not proceed as the new library does not have a carpark to accommodate them.
As set out in detail above a total of 15 sites have been examined in recent years and deemed suitable for the development of a glass recycling bring bank however not one of these sites has been developed for the reasons outlined above, in the case of private sites permission has not been forthcoming from the landowners and in the case of publicly owned sites the proposals have been rejected by local residents who were consulted on the proposals.
The Community Recycling Strategy is due to be reviewed and replaced during the current year and the issue of securing additional bring bank sites will be considered in more detail during that process.
C/188/21 - H2 Item ID:69741 – New Works
(No Business)
C/189/21 - C1 Item ID:69726 - Correspondence
(No Business)
C/190/21 - M1 Item ID:69883 – Cycle & Pedestrian Bridge over the N7 
It was Proposed by Councillor E. Ó Broin and seconded by Councillor P. Kavanagh:
Cathaoirleach's Business
"This meeting notes that the response to Question 12 at the February 2021 meeting of South Dublin County Council has clarified that SDCC are responsible for maintenance of the cycle and pedestrian bridge over the N7 at the Red Cow, the ramps leading to the bridge and the section between the Red Cow Luas Terminal and the ramps. This meeting further notes the incidence of empty beer cans, broken glass, used nitrous oxide capsules, graffiti and other assorted waste that litter this vital piece of infrastructure. This meeting calls on South Dublin County Council to have the infrastructure cleaned."
The following report by the Chief Executive which had been circulated, was READ:
The response given to Q12 on the agenda of the February Council meeting in relation to this matter stated the following -   'SDCC are responsible for the maintenance of the cycle track. The sweeping would be the responsibility of the Public Realm Department.  The painting of lines would be the responsibility of Road Maintenance.'
Unfortunately, the details given in this reply do not fully describe the responsibilities relating to this piece of infrastructure.  The map attached to this reply shows the areas of responsibility which relate to both the Council and TII, the area shaded yellow is in the care of the Council while the area shaded blue is the responsibility of TII.  The Council therefore is responsible for maintenance and cleaning of the pedestrian bridge across the old N7 at the Red Cow as well as the access ramps to it.  The Council's road sweeping contractor, Oxigen Environmental, has been asked to include the cleaning of the bridge in their regular sweeping/cleaning programme and this is due to take place from this week onwards. 
The long access path which runs from the pedestrian bridge into the Luas stop and depot is clearly shown as coming under TII's responsibility.  The Council's Roads Dept who are the liaison between the Council and TII with regard to motorway and national road network issues have requested information from TII regarding what cleaning services are in place on this access path.   A response is awaited.
Map of areas of responsibility
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors E. Ó Broin, K. Egan, P. Kavanagh, and T. Gilligan. Mr. L. Magee, Senior Engineer responded to the members queries and the motion was AGREED. 

C/191/21 - M2 Item ID:69757 – Meeting request for Clondalkin Tidy Towns
It was Proposed by Councillor F. Timmons and Seconded by Councillor T. Gilligan:
"That this Committee requests that South Dublin County Council facilitate a meeting regarding ongoing litter issues in the Clondalkin area with Clondalkin Tidy Towns, Elected Members and Council Officials."
The following report by the Chief Executive which had been circulated, was READ:
It is open to the Tidy Towns Committee to make an application to the Council's Community Department for a Deputation Meeting.
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors F. Timmons, P. Kavanagh an T. Gilligan. Ms. B. Shannon, Administrative Officer responded to the members queries and the motion was AGREED.
C/192/21 - M3 Item ID:69954 – Illegal Dumping
In accordance with Standing Order No. 13, it was AGREED by the Cathaoirleach in consultation with the Members to vary the sequence of business and consider motion 5 and motion 7 in tandem with this item as they were of a similar subject matter.

It was Proposed by Councillor P. Kavanagh and Seconded by Councillor T. Gilligan:
"This Area Committee agrees to tackle illegal dumping at Áras na Cluaine, Clondalkin, as a matter of priority and asks the Chief Executive to take steps to deal with this ongoing problem."
The following report by the Chief Executive which had been circulated, was READ:
Any incidents of littering or illegal dumping reported or detected in any location are investigated by the Council's Litter Warden Service. To date in 2021, one customer complaint has been received in relation to this location, other incidents have been detected by the Litter Warden Service during routine patrols. It has been noted that dumping of household waste in the internal common areas is also taking place. Where evidence is found, appropriate action can be taken under the Litter Pollution Acts. In many cases it is found that no personal information relating to polluters is contained within the dumped material, with personal information having been removed or shredded. 
C/193/21 - M5 Item ID:69974 – Illegal Dumping
It was Proposed by Councillor W. Carey and Seconded by Councillor T. Gilligan:
"That this meeting agrees 'In light of the very significant and persistent illegal dumping on the Bawnogue Road between Lindisfarne and Ashwood, and the significant financial cost to the Council arising from the weekly removal of this material', can the Chief Executive outline what additional actions he intends to take to address the issue in order to reduce and if possible eliminate the persistent dumping at this location."
The following report by the Chief Executive which had been circulated, was READ:
As always, the Council is grateful for assistance and support from local residents or others in their investigations of incidents of littering and illegal dumping as they arise. In the absence of substantive evidence / witness statements and the presence of such witnesses in court it is not possible for us to bring successful prosecutions.
It is acknowledged that incidences of illegal dumping continue to occur at this location. The location is patrolled regularly by the Council's Litter Warden. All incidents reported or detected in any location are investigated. Where evidence is found, appropriate action can be taken under the Litter Pollution Acts. In many cases it is found that no personal information relating to polluters is contained within the dumped material, with personal information having been removed or shredded.
C/194/21 - M7 Item ID:69819 – Illegal Dumping
It was Proposed by Councillor F. Timmons and Seconded by Councillor P. Kavanagh:
"That this Committee calls on South Dublin County Council to come up with a permanent solution to the ongoing dumping at Sally Gap beside the Mill Pond Apartments that Clondalkin Tidy Towns have been high lighting for a number of years and that some solutions are given in the report and the report includes that the mesh solution proposed by CTT is fully considered and report includes the pros and cons of this."
The following report by the Chief Executive which had been circulated, was READ:
It is acknowledged that littering at illegal dumping occurs regularly at this location and is difficult to remove. Environment will work with Water & Drainage to identify a solution that aims to prevent illegal dumping to the greatest extent possible while preserving the flow of water.
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors P. Kavanagh, W. Carey, F. Timmons and E. Ó Broin. Ms. B. Shannon, Administrative Officer responded to the members queries and the motions were AGREED.
C/195/21 - M4 Item ID:69973 – New Bin at Newcastle Play Trail
It was Proposed by Councillor S. O'Hara and Seconded by Councillor T. Gilligan:
"That this Area Committee find an alternative for a bin in Newcastle Play Trail."
The following report by the Chief Executive which had been circulated, was READ:
The play space at Newcastle Boulevard is not yet taken in charge by South Dublin County Council. The developer has been asked to install a bin previously but is reluctant to do this as they do not have a dedicated maintenance crew. The developer will be contacted again to highlight the need in the area, or alternatively other areas in the vicinity will be investigated.
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors S. O’Hara, P. Kavanagh and T. Gilligan. Mr. S. Redmond, Senior Executive Parks Superintendent responded to the members queries and the motion was AGREED.
C/196/21 - M6 Item ID:69994 – Dog Fouling in Public Parks
It was Proposed by Councillor E. Ó Broin and Seconded by Councillor T. Gilligan:
"That this Area Committee discusses the South Dublin County Council approach to tackling dog foul in public parks and on footpaths and if new strategies are possible. 
The following report by the Chief Executive which had been circulated, was READ:
Surveys were carried out in 4 Parks around the county to accurately ascertain the level of dog fouling in those parks. The report indicates that dog fouling levels are relatively low in the context of the numbers visiting the parks surveyed. However, measures to deter dog fouling such as increased signage and audio devices, at specific problematic areas have been installed.
Section 22 of the Litter Pollution Act 1997, as amended (the Act), states that ....."the person in charge of a dog is subject to a fine or prosecution if he/she does not immediately remove any faeces deposited by their dog in certain places, and/or if that person fails to ensure that the dog litter is properly disposed of in a suitable sanitary manner".
The difficulty with enforcement of Section 22 is the requirement for witness testimony, to report that the offence happened and that an identified person is the person in charge of the dog.  The Council continues to encourage residents groups and/or individuals to assist the Warden Service in this regard.
SDCC have continued to raise awareness of the issue of Dog fouling and has mounted a number of campaigns on radio, newspapers and on social media in that regard.
The Green Dog Walkers Programme is a non-confrontational, friendly way to change people's attitudes about dog fouling.  It is a community based scheme where volunteers in the community can adopt and promote in their own area.  Members of the public can apply through Social Credits at www.socialcredits.ie 
Volunteers who become Green Dog Walkers are provided with an armband and bone shaped bag dispenser and commit to the following -
1. wear the armband or put the Green Dog Walker collar on their dog when out walking
1. clean up after their dog
1. carry extra dog waste bags
1. be happy to be approached to lend a dog waste bag to those without
1. be a friendly reminder to other dog walkers to clean up after their dogs 
A review of litter bins was carried out and previously reported to the Area Committee Meetings.
This review concluded that the provision of dog litter specific bins would require a major change to the existing collection operation, as well as an increased budgetary provision.
It is not Council policy to provide separate bins for separate types of waste and no change is proposed in that regard. 
Every bin provided by the Council, of which there are in excess of 650, whether on street or in a public park is available for the disposal of light litter including dog waste and is considered the best approach.
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors E. Ó Broin, K. Egan and T. Gilligan. Ms. B. Shannon, Administrative Officer responded to the members queries and the motion was AGREED.
Water & Drainage
C/197/21 - H3 Item ID:69748 – New Works
(No Business)
C/198/21 - H4 Item ID:70017 – River Camac Flood Alleviation Scheme
The following report was presented by Mr. D. Grant, A/Project Resident Engineer:
HI 4 Presentation on The Camac FAS
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors F. Timmons, E. Ó Broin and W. Carey. Mr. D. Grant, A/Project Resident Engineer responded to the members queries and the report was NOTED.
C/199/21 - C2 Item ID:69736 - Correspondence
1. Cor. to ESB
2. Acknowledgement from ESB
3. Response from ESB

The correspondence was NOTED.
Public Realm
C/200/21 - Q3 Item ID:69997 – Litter Bins around the LEA
Proposed by Councillor W. Carey:
"To ask the Chief Executive that, in light of the obvious and increasingly heavy usage of public bins in our parks and areas of food outlets in our villages and suburbs, (due no doubt to increased use due to Covid restrictions which has led to public and open spaces seeing greater usage), can South Dublin County Council outline a plan to increase the schedule of maintaining and emptying these bins and to provide a response?"
REPLY:
South Dublin County Council parks have seen a huge increase in footfall and usage of facilities during the various periods and levels of Covid 19 restrictions, particularly during those periods where movement has been restricted to within a 5km radius of home.  This has resulted in an increase in usage of litter bins and unfortunately an increase in litter in parks in general.  A similar experience is taking place with some bins in villages and suburbs in proximity to food outlets.
South Dublin County Council put in place increased cleaning and litter bin servicing in April/May 2020 and this has remained in place at all times throughout the pandemic, at a substantial increase in cost to the Council.  The current arrangements in Corkagh Park have been reviewed in light of a renewed increase in park usage with days lengthening and weather improving, as the Covid 19 restrictions remain in place.  The provision of additional temporary bins in Corkagh Park has been trailed over the last number of weekends however the bin type in use is not suitable. An alternative more robust bin is currently being sourced for use this weekend.
It is clear that litter is at times being left beside and on top of litter bins by people using the parks for legitimate purposes.  It is most likely the case that users see this as responsible disposal of waste items such as coffee cups etc however these items usually end up on the ground, scattered around the park and contributing to the litter problem.  The Council would like to appeal to all park users as follows –
1. If a litter bin is full, please do not leave litter or bagged dog waste beside the bin or on top of it.  Instead please either take your waste home or put it in another litter bin.
1. Weekends are particularly busy in our parks during lockdown.  While the parks litter bins are serviced over the weekends and at bank holidays, it is not always possible to service bins before they become full nor is it possible to service them multiple times in one day.  The Council would like to appeal to park users to take their waste home for disposal if at all possible and to deal with their waste items in a responsible manner.
C/201/21 - Q4 Item ID:69884 – Removal of Undergrowth in Wooded Areas
Proposed by Councillor E. Ó Broin:
"This Area Committee notes that in August 2020 within the bird nesting season, contractors hired by South Dublin County Council, entered the wooded area (address supplied) owned by South Dublin County Council, and proceeded to use chainsaws to remove undergrowth and in the process damaged trees there. This Area Committee would like to know if it is good practice to use chainsaws to remove undergrowth in wooded areas during the nesting season?"
REPLY:
The area in question is managed by the Council's Property Management section. Following a survey of trees along the wooded area, it was proposed to carry out maintenance work on the trees in question outside of the nesting season. The contractors were involved in preparing the site in order to gain access to commence tree maintenance work in September. This work was not carried out due to Covid restrictions however it will be scheduled after September this year.
C/202/21 - Q5 Item ID:69988 – Tree Maintenance
Proposed by Councillor E. Ó Broin:
"To ask the Chief Executive if South Dublin County Council tree maintenance team might reach the Dunawley and Michael Collins Estates in Clondalkin during the year 2021?"
REPLY:
Dunawley and Michael Collins Estates are scheduled for tree maintenance on the current tree maintenance programme.
In advance of works being carried out a full survey of all trees will be undertaken to determine the extent of the requirement for tree maintenance. Arising from the survey, any works considered necessary will be scheduled for completion. The 2020 - 2022 Tree Maintenance Programme is ongoing and works at Dunawley and Michael Collins Estates will be prioritised accordingly.
The Covid restrictions have impacted on the delivery of the tree maintenance programme. 
C/203/21 - H5 Item ID:69746 – New Works
(No Business)
C/204/21 - H6 Item ID:69917 – Public Realm Improvement Works Programme
The following report was presented by Mr. D. Fennell, Senior Executive Parks Superintendent:
HI 6 Report
Layout Drawing
Topographical Survey Aerial

A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors F. Timmons, P. Kavanagh, W. Carey and E. Ó Broin. Mr. D. Fennell, Senior Executive Parks Superintendent responded to the members queries and it was agreed that Councillor E. Ó Broin and Mr. D. Fennell would liaise a meeting with the residents of Cherrywood Crescent. The report was NOTED. 
C/205/21 - C3 Item ID:69734 - Correspondence
(No Business)
C/206/21 - M8 Item ID:69989 – Planting of Trees in Clondalkin Area
In accordance with Standing Order No. 13, it was AGREED by the Cathaoirleach in consultation with the Members to vary the sequence of business and consider motion 11 in tandem with this item as they were of a similar subject matter.

It was Proposed by Councillor E. Ó Broin and Seconded by Councillor F. Timmons:
Cathaoirleach's Business
"That this Area Committee agrees that South Dublin County Council should produce a map of publicly owned land in the greater Clondalkin area and indicate on it areas where trees could be planted over coming years. The motivation behind the motion is to increase forest cover in the area."
The following report by the Chief Executive which had been circulated, was READ:
Trees make a major contribution to the character and appearance of the County. They provide significant economic, social, environmental, ecological, and aesthetic benefits to communities and to urban and residential streets, parks and open spaces. They also enhance biodiversity and play a crucial role in mitigating climate change.
The Council’s annual tree planting programme is presented to the Area Committee outlining proposed street and open space tree planting locations. Tree planting is undertaken in regional parks and larger parks with the aim of tree renewal and planting of woodland areas. Areas targeted for new tree planting are those where trees have been removed or where there is an identified need to increase the overall tree cover. Requests from Council members and residents for new trees in their streets or areas have also been taken into consideration within the planting programme.
The conversion of any open space area to woodland must be carefully assessed and managed to ensure that there is provision for passive and active recreation.
The significance of tree planting is recognised in the Council’s policies – Tree Management Policy – Living with Trees, the County Development Plan 2016-2022 and the Council’s Climate Change Action Plan
The County Development Plan - Green Infrastructure G Policy 2 Objective 9: states - To preserve, protect and augment trees, groups of trees, woodlands, and hedgerows within the County by increasing tree canopy coverage using locally native species and by incorporating them within design proposals and supporting their integration into the Green Infrastructure network.
In addition, the Council's Climate Change Action Plan contains several intended actions under the Nature Based Solutions section which will help increase tree canopy cover in the County into the future.  These include the following actions -
1. To develop an urban woodland management strategy and action plan, and
1. To increase tree canopy cover in the County through annual planting and maintenance.
The Council’s draft Tree Management Policy - Living with Trees - also supports the increase of tree canopy within the County.
The drawing below outlines the tree canopy cover in the County as outlined in the Dublin Tree Canopy Study.
Map

C/207/21 - M11 Item ID:69894 – Tree Maintenance
It was Proposed by Councillor P. Kavanagh and Seconded by Councillor F. Timmons:
"This Area Committee requests a report on tree maintenance by contractors in the Clondalkin area on foot of complaints received from residents of St. John's Avenue."
The following report by the Chief Executive which had been circulated, was READ:
The trees at St John's Avenue have been inspected. A contractor on behalf of the ESB carried out tree works on the trees on t John’s Avenue to maintain the electricity supply line. The ESB contracts tree cutting and clearing companies, who are trained to work safely in the proximity of power lines.
Utility companies have certain legal rights to carry out works to public or privately owned trees to address health and safety problems and to maintain a clearance between trees and their apparatus. This may sometimes involve the loss of trees or removal of large parts of a tree leaving a misshapen and unbalanced crown and reducing the amenity value of the tree.
The Council have been in touch with the ESB and the contractor and will arrange to meet them on site regarding the tree work undertaken on St John’s Avenue.
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors E. Ó Broin, P. Kavanagh and F. Timmons. Ms. M. Ní Dhomhnaill, Senior Executive Parks Superintendent responded to the members queries and the motions were AGREED.
C/208/21 - M9 Item ID:69683 – Bring Banks at New Community Centre
It was Proposed by Councillor F. Timmons and Seconded by Councillor P. Kavanagh:
"That this Committee agrees that the site at the proposed new community centre at the Old St Mary's School should be used for provision of bring banks at the design stage and planning condition for the development."
The following report by the Chief Executive which had been circulated, was READ:
This matter has been examined by the Waste Management Section of the Council's Environment, Water and Climate Change Directorate and the matter has been raised with both the Planning Department and the Housing and Community Department of the Council.  The advice received from those Departments of the Council is that the proposed new community facility at the Old Schoolhouse (St. Mary’s) in Saggart was approved by the elected members at the June 2020 Council meeting.  The detailed design stage for the facility has also been completed and construction works are due to commence as soon as Covid 19 restrictions are eased and allow this to happen.  Based on this advice it is not possible to alter the current design proposals to incorporate a recycling bring bank, as no such provision was included during the planning of this community facility.
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors F. Timmons and W. Carey. Mr. J. Bockarie, Senior Executive Engineer responded to the members queries and the motion was AGREED.
C/209/21 - M10 Item ID:69694 – Sensory Boards in Corkagh Park
It was Proposed by Councillor T. Gilligan:
"That the Chief Executive install sensory boards in Corkagh Park playground."
In the absence of Councillor T. Gilligan, the motion FELL.
C/210/21 - M12 Item ID:69919 – Car Park for Rathcoole Park
It was Proposed by Councillor S. O'Hara and Seconded by Councillor F. Timmons:
"That this Area Committee reports on all options, including those previously considered and currently being looked at, to develop a car park at Rathcoole Park as provided for in numerous Council Budgets."
The following report by the Chief Executive which had been circulated, was READ:
This proposal is being considered in the contact of the masterplan for Rathcoole. Public Realm will liaise with the masterplan team with regard to the need for a car park in the area.
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors S. O’Hara and E. Ó Broin. Ms. S. Furlong, Senior Parks Superintendent responded to the members queries and the motion was AGREED.
Community
C211/21 - Q6 Item ID:69998 – Orchard Lodge Unit 
Proposed by Councillor W. Carey:
"To ask the Chief Executive for an update on progress for the transfer of Orchard Lodge unit into South Dublin County Council control and to ask if staff of the Architects Department have accessed the premises with a view to drawing up a detailed required fit-out proposal?"
REPLY:
The Law Department is continuing to work with the vendor's solicitors to close out the last few remaining issues to facilitate handover of the Orchard Road Community Facility to the Council with completion of the transaction anticipated imminently.
Staff from the Architectural Services Department have inspected the building and draft drawings for the proposed building fit out have been completed and have been circulated to the local GOLD voluntary committee for input.
Provision has been made in the Council's Three-Year Capital Programme 2021-2023 for the fit-out works.
C/212/21 - H7 Item ID:69738 – New Works
(No Business)
C/213/21 - H8 Item ID:69751 - Deputations
(No Business)
C/214/21 - C4 Item ID:69727 - Correspondence
(No Business)
Housing
C/215/21 - H9 Item ID:69924 – Anti-Social Behaviour Quarterly Report
The following report was presented by Ms. E. Leech, Senior Executive Officer:
The following is a statistical analysis of anti-social behaviour reported to the Council in respect of Council tenanted households in the Clondalkin Area Committee Area for the first quarter of 2021 (1st January - 19th March).
	STATISTICAL ANALYSIS OF ANTI SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR REPORTED TO COUNCIL IN CLONDALKIN ACM AREA

	Incidents
	2020 TOTAL 
	1st Qtr 2021
	2nd Qtr 2021
	3rd Qtr 2021
	4th Qtr 2021
	2021 TOTAL 

	CATEGORY A
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Drugs Activity reported to SDCC
	14
	6
	 
	 
	 
	6

	Criminal Activity reported to SDCC
	8
	1
	 
	 
	 
	1

	Joyriding reported to SDCC
	3
	0
	 
	 
	 
	0

	Violence/intimidation/ harassment reported to SDCC
	22
	3
	 
	 
	 
	3

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	CATEGORY B
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Squatters/illegal occupiers reported to SDCC
	12
	1
	 
	 
	 
	1

	Vandalism reported to SDCC
	5
	1
	 
	 
	 
	1

	Physical condition of property reported to SDCC
	5
	3
	 
	 
	 
	3

	Physical condition of Garden reported to SDCC
	11
	5
	 
	 
	 
	5

	Racism reported to SDCC
	1
	0
	 
	 
	 
	0

	Vacant House reported to SDCC
	10
	2
	 
	 
	 
	2

	Neighbour Dispute (including parking) reported to SDCC
	14
	1
	 
	 
	 
	1

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	CATEGORY C
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Noise/disturbance reported to SDCC
	43
	8
	 
	 
	 
	8

	Pets/animal nuisance reported to SDCC
	7
	0
	 
	 
	 
	0

	Children Nuisance reported to SDCC
	4
	0
	 
	 
	 
	0

	Selling alcohol
	 
	0
	 
	 
	 
	0

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 Total Incidents reported to SDCC
	154
	31
	 
	 
	 
	31

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 Total Complaints reported to SDCC
	154
	28
	 
	 
	 
	28

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 Total Actions taken by Allocations Support Unit Staff -     Main actions listed below
	1822
	319
	 
	 
	 
	319

	
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	0

	Housecall / Inspection
	189
	14
	 
	 
	14
	28

	Demand for Possession Section 15 & 17
	189
	0
	 
	 
	 
	0

	Abandonment notice served
	13
	1
	 
	 
	 
	1

	Surrenders Obtained (including Termination of Tenancy under Section 15)
	2
	0
	 
	 
	 
	0

	Warnings issued
	9
	6
	 
	 
	 
	6

	Interviews held (formal office and by phone)
	29
	107
	 
	 
	 
	107

	Pre-Tenancies (includes following up Tenancy Checks)
	549
	5
	 
	 
	 
	5

	Complaints received by WhatsApp
	 
	3
	 
	 
	 
	3


A discussion followed with contribution form Councillor E. Ó Broin. Ms. E. Leech responded to the member’s queries and the report was NOTED. 

C/216/21 - H10 Item ID:69742 – New Works
(No Business)
C/217/21 - C5 Item ID:69730 - Correspondence
(No Business)
Planning
C/218/21 - Q7 Item ID:69987 – Update on Planning Enforcement Case
Proposed by Councillor E. Ó Broin:
To ask the Chief Executive for an update on the Planning Enforcement case (S8268) against the David Nestor Freight Container Park in the Crag Industrial Estate in Clondalkin? The height the containers are stacked causes much anxiety for residents in the area not to mention the volume of freight traffic decanting from it onto the narrow Ninth Lock Road at Cappaghmore.
REPLY:
I wish to confirm planning enforcement have issued two Enforcement Notices in relation to unauthorised developments occurring at the David Nestor freight site at Crag Avenue, Clondalkin.
Following the issuance of Enforcement Notice number 1 dated 09th October 2020 which instructed the landowner to cease and discontinue the use of the extension of the site of hard surface constructions works, cease and discontinue the use of the footpath along the western and southern boundaries of the lands, cease and discontinue the use of 7 floodlights at the southern and western boundaries of the site, cease and discontinue the use of the vehicle control structure at the western end of the site, a retention application number SD21A/0060 has been received.  The retention application consists of:- footpath within the western and southern boundaries of the site; erection of a new palisade fencing of 2.4m in height along the southern and western site boundary and a new pedestrian access gate from the north end of the site boundaries at Crag Avenue; single storey, detached vehicle control structure; provision of hard standing at the north west corner of the site; erection of 7 flood light poles and lights along the southern and western boundaries of the site; all associated site development and engineering works. The decision due date is 06th May 2021. Any further action with regard to Enforcement is held in abeyance, pending the outcome of the decision on the retention planning application SD21A/0060.
Enforcement Notice number 2 dated 09th October 2020 issued, instructed the landowner to cease and discontinue the material change of use of the site to shipping container collection and storage use. This Enforcement Notice expired on the 9th of December 2020.  A letter issued to the landowner dated 25th of February 2021, stating that legal proceeding will be initiated 6 weeks from the date of the letter being 12th April 2021. The retention application number SD21A/0060 does not include the change of use on site. The landowner has stated that they have planning permission for the operations on site planning permission number 91A/0958 refers. This is contrary to the Planning Authorities view as the use on site has intensified. Following the expiration date of 12th of April 2021, the Council will assess the landowners submission, if any. The Council will then decide what action to take. All District Court proceedings are currently suspended until 04th May 2021 subject to review of Level 5 Covid restrictions.
C/219/21 - H11 Item ID:69745 – New works
(No Business)
C/220/21 - C6 Item ID:69733 - Correspondence
(No Business)
C/221/21 - M13 Item ID:69920 – Slade Valley Heritage Trail
It was Proposed by Councillor S. O'Hara and Seconded by Councillor F. Timmons:
"That this Area Committee gets an update on the proposed Slade Valley Heritage Trail and fully endorses this concept."
The following report by the Chief Executive which had been circulated was READ:
A LEADER-funded feasibility study for the Slade Heritage Trail was prepared in 2014 under the County Heritage Plan. This study identified a potential route for a Heritage Trail that would commence in Rathcoole Park, follow a path through Saggart and then proceed southwards up through the Slade Valley to finish at the Brittas Ponds.
The objective of the Heritage Trail was to raise the profile of the abundant natural and cultural heritage assets of this part of the County, to reintroduce a sense of connection and community between the villages of Rathcoole, Saggart and Brittas, and to identify possible opportunities for local tourism initiatives along the Trail.
In the intervening time since the study was completed, a degree of success has been achieved along the first section of the proposed Trail, between Rathcoole and Saggart. A well-used route is currently being followed by locals which connects Rathcoole Park to the Crossforge/Millrace Estate in Saggart. Issues of Taking in Charge exist for the Estate, so the formalisation of the Heritage Trail Route at this location is ongoing.
A permitted access route was also successfully negotiated in recent years around the Saggart Reservoir, during the upgrade and transference of assets of this reservoir to Irish Water. For this section, leeway for a path to follow around the southern end of the property to facilitate the Heritage Trail was agreed during the transfer of assets. This section cannot be used at the moment, however, as connectivity issues exist at the entrance to the Reservoir lands from Castle Road on the western end, and at the exit of the path to Slade Road/Soldiers Road on the eastern side.
Much of the remaining half of the proposed Heritage Trail route is more difficult to progress. The proposed Trail proceeds southwards along a disused road through the wooded Slade Valley, before crossing the N81 to finish at the Brittas Ponds. Although local people access the Slade Valley for walking purposes, much of the Valley and the land around the Brittas Ponds is in private ownership. Also, the required crossing of the N81 to the private lands around the Brittas Ponds requires detailed assessment from a safety point of view.
Ecological studies did not form part of the brief for the original feasibility study, so any progression of the proposed Trail (particularly through the sensitive habitats of the Slade Valley and around the Brittas Ponds) would be needed as these locations form the core areas of the proposed Natural Heritage Area (pNHA) of the ‘Slade of Saggart and Crooksling Glen’.
Old Swiftbrook Mill feeder Canal

A discussion followed with contribution from Councillor S. O’Hara. Mr. E. Burke, A/Senior Planner responded to the members query and the motion was AGREED. 
Transportation
C/222/21 - Q8 Item ID:69985 – Maintenance Work in Dunawley
Proposed by Councillor E. Ó Broin:
"To ask the Chief Executive when the footpath maintenance work in the Dunawley Estate which was left incomplete in Dunawley Way, will be completed?"
REPLY:
The Area Engineer has arranged for the contractor for the scheme to return to site in April 2021 to carry out additional road resurfacing and footpath repairs.
C/223/21 - Q9 Item ID:69724 – Parking Permits for residents of Laurel Park, Clondalkin
Proposed by Councillor S. O'Hara:
"To ask the Chief Executive as the Parking Bye Laws are being worked on parking permits for residents of Laurel Park Clondalkin, are only being renewed for 6 months at a time. Each resident has to upload evidence of residency, tax, insurance, and driver's license every time. They are currently doing this for the fourth time in two years. Residents usually only have to do this annually. Can it be reverted to annually?"
REPLY:
Due to the imminent review of Parking Bye Laws the Council had outlined that it was renewing permits for a six month period and it is acknowledged that this was a departure from the normal permit issue / renewal policy whereby heretofore permits were issued for a validity period of twelve months.   The decision to limit the permit period was also made on the basis that simultaneously, the Council was embarking on a new procurement process to secure a new contract for the management of our parking services, including the management of our parking permits. For these reasons it was considered prudent at that time to apply this limit to allow for an intended seamless transition to the new contract for both customer and contractor.  
For varying reasons outside of our control, neither processes were concluded within the anticipated timeframes and accordingly, unfortunately and with regret, the decision to limit permit validity for six months has, on reflection, impacted negatively on customers who have had to apply for several intervening renewals.   
It is confirmed that the new contract for the management of our parking services is now in place and the systems to accept and process permits for a twelve month validity period fully operational from 1st April 2021.   
It is also expected that the Bye Laws review process will be fully concluded in May 2021.
C/224/21 - Q10 Item ID:69761 – Condition of Nangor Road
Proposed by Councillor F. Timmons:
"To ask the Chief Executive for a report into the condition of the road from Dunawley Roundabout down to the entrance to Woodford, all on the Nangor Road. There are a number of dangerous potholes that are causing damage to vehicles.  Will the Chief Executive have these repairs carried out and when will this happen?"
REPLY:
Some of these works will be carried out by private contractors who are undergrounding ESB cables. The Area Engineer has reported that the Nangor Road is currently marked on site for resurfacing works and tender is being prepared. In the meantime, the DL Crew will repair any potholes.
C/225/21 - Q11 Item ID:69897 – Aylmer Heath, Newcastle
Proposed by Councillor S. O'Hara:
"To ask the Chief Executive when will Aylmer Heath, Newcastle, Co Dublin, be taken in charge by the Council?"
REPLY:
Hopefully in late 2021 subject to South Dublin County Council receiving the appropriate information for all phases.
C/226/21 - Q12 Item ID:69817 – Footpath repairs in Monastery
Proposed by Councillor F. Timmons:
To ask the Chief Executive for a report into footpath repairs in Monastery Estate. Has a safety assessment taken place? and if not will one be undertaken as a matter of priority? and work deemed essential carried out?"
REPLY:
The Area Engineer has inspected the Estate and a Contractor is due to commence work there next week. Works to the value of €35,000 will be carried out.
C/227/21 - H12 Item ID:69747 – New Works
(No Business)
C/228/21 - H13 Item ID:69749 – Proposed Declaration of Roads to be Public Roads
(No Business)
C/229/21 - H14 Item ID:70004 - Proposed Material Alteration to Draft Byelaws 2021 (Newcastle & Saggart Villages)
The following report was presented by Ms. M. Maguire, Senior Executive Officer: 
HI 14 Parking Byelaws
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors F. Timmons, P. Kavanagh, E. Ó Broin and W. Carey. Ms. M. Maguire, Senior Executive Officer responded to the members queries. Councillors present did not agree with the Chief Executive’s recommendation which will be taken to full Council for consideration. The report was NOTED. 
C/230/21 - C7 Item ID:69735 - Correspondence
1. Cor to TII M 69198
2. Reply from TII M 69198
3. Cor to TII M 69197
4. Cor. from TII M 69197

The correspondence was NOTED. 
C/231/21 - M14 Item ID:69690 – Signage on Ninth Lock Road
It was Proposed by Councillor E. Ó Broin, Seconded by Councillor F. Timmons and unanimously AGREED without debate:
Cathaoirleach's Business
"This committee notes the correspondence received from Transport Infrastructure Ireland, in response to Motion 12 from the February 2020 Clondalkin ACM, clarifying that signage on the Ninth Lock Road is a matter for SDCC and in the particular case of signage pointing to the train station, the responsibility of SDCC in consultation with Irish Rail. This committee also notes the response to Members Reps. ID: 1548788 which states that the SDCC Senior Executive Engineer for Road Maintenance has reported that this walkway is not in charge of South Dublin County Council and that any signage related to it is the responsibility of Iarnrod Eireann, who built the walkway. As such this Area Committee thanks Irish Rail for the upkeep of the pedestrian and cycle route from the Ninth Lock Road to Clondalkin Fonthill Train Station, and calls on them to place a sign post on the Ninth Lock Road to indicate the route to the train station to passers-by."
The following report by the Chief Executive which had been circulated was READ:
If this motion is passed a letter of thanks will be issued to Irish Rail and a request to erect a signpost indicating the route to the train station will also be included.
C/232/21 - M15 Item ID:69868 – Limiting of HGV’s on Lower Commons Road
It was Proposed by Councillor T. Gilligan:
"That the Chief Executive looks into limiting heavy goods vehicles on the Lower Commons Road to JM Transport, Kingswood, Baldonnell."
In the absence of Councillor T. Gilligan, the motion FELL.

C/233/21 - M16 Item ID:69958 – Parking Restrictions at St. John’s Green
In accordance with Standing Order No. 13, it was AGREED by the Cathaoirleach in consultation with the Members to vary the sequence of business and consider motion 19 in tandem with this item as they were of a similar subject matter.

It was Proposed by Councillor P. Kavanagh and Seconded by Councillor F. Timmons:
"This Area Committee agrees to implement parking restrictions at St. John's Green adjacent to the entrance to Corkagh Park, including double yellow lines, in order to improve traffic safety; following a petition and evidence supplied by residents."
The following report by the Chief Executive which had been circulated, was READ:
This will be examined for the June Traffic Management Meeting.
C/234/21 - M19 Item ID:69982 – Parking at St. John’s Green
It was Proposed by Councillor W. Carey and Seconded by Councillor F. Timmons:
"That this Committee agrees, the Council should install double yellow lines along the St. John's Green on the park side to prevent parking congestion at this area and that signage should be installed to direct traffic to other Corkagh Park entrance car parks on Green Isle Road and the R136."
[bookmark: _Hlk70407882]The following report by the Chief Executive which had been circulated, was READ:
This matter will be examined, and a report brought to the June Traffic Management Meeting.
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors P. Kavanagh, W. Carey and E. Ó Broin. Mr. J. Hegarty, Senior Executive Engineer responded to the members queries and the motions were AGREED. 
C/235/21 - M17 Item ID:69975 – Street Light Programme
It was Proposed by Councillor W. Carey, Seconded by Councillor P. Kavanagh and unanimously AGREED without debate:
"To ask the Chief Executive to present a report for debate at the Area Committee on the Street Light upgrade programme including timeline for when the programme will commence and when older Council Estates such as Lealand and Lindisfarne, which have a higher proportion of older people, will have their street lights upgraded to enhance resident safety."
The following report by the Chief Executive which had been circulated, was READ:
As the elected members are aware, there are ongoing technical issues nationally regarding the upgrade of the older pre 1990s lighting stock. While these issues are being addressed at a national level between the CCMA/RMO and the CRU (Commission for Regulation of Utilities), we are progressing our programme by identifying any of that percentage of our existing pre 1990s  stock (30% or approximately 3,000 PL points) that can be upgraded without incurring the technical problems that are under discussion.
A survey has been ongoing since September of last year to identify the locations of these columns. Unfortunately these locations cannot by identified simply by a particular housing estate or road. Each column has to be opened individually by a qualified electrician and the interior wiring arrangement assessed and recorded.
This survey has enabled us to do the following:
     1.Keep up the ongoing progress of carrying out approximately 150 upgrades a month. In the first quarter of this year, we carried out     431upgrades of this type of PL point.
    2. Gather enough information regarding the locations of this type of column to enable us to present a programme to the elected members via ACM in June. 
This programme will set out where the upgrades will take place by estate, road and column number and will cover the upgrades proposed to be carried out for the remainder of this year.
This proposed programme will consist of approximately 1150 upgrades and will be as fairly distributed across the county as possible. The nature of the upgrades and the issues discussed above will mean that not all PL points within estates or roads can be fully completed at this time.
It is our intention to issue a further programme of similar upgrades at the end of the year when the required survey information has been collated to allow us to do so.
C/236/21 - M18 Item ID:69991 – Operation Thoroughfare on the Grand Canal Greenway
It was Proposed by Councillor E. Ó Broin, Seconded by Councillor S. O’Hara and unanimously AGREED without debate:
"That this Area Committee congratulates the local Gardaí Síochána on Operation Thoroughfare which has sought to make the Grand Canal Greenway safer for pedestrians and cyclists."
The following report by the Chief Executive which had been circulated, was READ:
If this motion is passed a letter thanking and acknowledging the work done by local Gardai on Operation Thoroughfare will be issued to the Garda Commissioner and the Local Superintendent.
C/237/21 - M22 Item ID:69996 – Invitation to ESB for presentation on Clondalkin Area
In accordance with Standing Orders, the members AGREED to vary the sequence of business and bring motion 22 ahead of Headed Item 15.
It was Proposed by Councillor W. Carey and Seconded by Councillor F. Timmons:
"That this Committee agrees, to invite the ESB to this committee at our next scheduled meeting to offer a presentation on its service for the Clondalkin area with a view explaining the recent series of power outages in the Clondalkin area. These outages have become all too frequent for a modern society and we note with concern the effects it is having on the people living and working in Clondalkin. Specifically, we wish to know if there is an infrastructure deficit locally and if the service is sufficient to enable the rate of growth in the area."
The following report by the Chief Executive which had been circulated, was READ:
If this motion is passed a letter of invitation will be issued to the ESB to make a presentation to the Clondalkin ACM Members, in relation to the recent power outages in the Clondalkin area.
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors W. Carey and P. Kavanagh. Mr. M. McAdam, A/Senior Executive Officer responded to the members queries and agreed to contact the ESB to arrange a pre-meeting in June in this regard. The motion was AGREED.
Libraries & Arts
C/238/21 - H15 Item ID:69743 – New Works
(No Business)
C/239/21 - H16 Item ID:69737 – Library News & Events
The following report was presented by Ms. L. Corry, Senior Executive Librarian:
H-I (16) Library Report
H-I (16) Online Programme of Events

A discussion followed with contribution from Councillor E. Ó Broin. Ms. L. Corry, Senior Executive Librarian responded to the members queries and the report was NOTED. 
C/240/21 - H17 Item ID:69750 – Applications for Arts Grants
(No Business)
C/241/21 - C8 Item ID:69731 - Correspondence
(No Business)
Economic Development
C/242/21 - Q13 Item ID:69818 – Saggart Swiftbrook Mills
Proposed by Councillor F. Timmons:
"To ask the Chief Executive for a report into the Saggart Swiftbrook Mills and to ask does he see this as having significant tourism potential in the future? As the paper for the proclamation was made there! When will the Council take the location in charge?"
REPLY:
Swiftbrook Paper Mill was established in the mid eighteenth century and played an important role in the economic and social life of Saggart for over two hundred years. It was recognised as a producer of high quality paper which was used in the production of bank notes and stamps.
Currently the Rag Store, Mill Chimney and single-storey mill building are Protected Structures (RPS Ref. 330) located within the former Swiftbrook Mills. The Rag Store is currently in residential use at first and second floor level and the incubator units at ground floor level are currently unoccupied. The Mill Chimney and single-storey mill building were restored during 2014 by the owners. The existing Chimney and single storey building have not been taken in charge and therefore remain in private ownership. It is the responsibility of the owner to maintain the buildings. The original boundary walls and entrance gates are also protected structures (RPS Ref. 314) and repairs and conservation works were carried out during the initial development of the site as part of the overall development for which planning permission was granted during 2001.
A LEADER-funded feasibility study for the Slade Heritage Trail in the vicinity of the Swiftbrook Paper Mill was prepared in 2014 under the County Heritage Plan.  This study identified a potential route for a Heritage Trail that would commence in Rathcoole Park, follow a path through Saggart and then proceed southwards up through the Slade Valley to finish at the Brittas Ponds. 
In the intervening time since the study was completed, a degree of success has been achieved along the first section of the proposed Trail, between Rathcoole and Saggart.  A well-used route is currently being followed by locals which connects Rathcoole Park to the Crossforge/Millrace Estate in Saggart.  Issues of Taking in Charge exist for the Estate, so the formalisation of the Heritage Trail Route at this location is postponed.  
 The tourism, hospitality and creative sector have been among the worst affected sectors by the COVID-19 pandemic with tourism, museums, galleries and heritage visitor experience businesses closed for lengthy periods. Consumer research undertaken by Fáilte Ireland during the pandemic has shown that the public and visitors remain interested in our key urban centres. Ireland eased some of its lockdown restrictions in mid April with outdoor attractions to open from 26 April and consideration, based on the prevailing public health situation on 4 May, on when indoor attractions (Museums, Galleries, etc) may reopen to the public. South Dublin County Council is currently working with Fáilte Ireland and other stakeholders to provide support and opportunities for current operators through the recently announced Outdoor Dining and Outdoor Public Space Scheme to help them get ready for when restrictions ease. It is expected that these supports will provide further opportunities for the general public to reconnect with Ireland's cultural and heritage experiences. Moreover the Council continues to work to deliver the County’s Tourism Strategy with regard the Round Tower Visitor Centre, the Rathfarnham Castle Courtyard and Stables tourism project, the Grand Canal Greenway and the proposed Canal Loop with Waterways Ireland, the Dublin Mountains Visitor Centre, the events and festival grant, and the expansion of the Clondalkin Heritage app into other villages.
Given the issues outlined above including the taking in charge constraints at the mill, and the lack of connectivity on the Slade Valley Trail, it would not be feasible to effectively consider the potential of the mill at Swiftbrook from a tourism prospective.
C/243/21 - Q14 Item ID:69990 – Update on Motion 1 from February 2020 ACM
Proposed by Councillor E. Ó Broin:
"To ask the Chief Executive for an update on Motion 1 from the February 2020 meeting of the Clondalkin ACM where he agreed to establish who the owners of the Mill Pond on Mill Lane in Clondalkin are?"
REPLY:
The ownership at this location is complex and does not involve one single owner or existing entity. For that reason and having examined the matter it is not appropriate to provide details.
The Property Registration Authority is the state authority responsible for the holding records in respect to registered property rights, ownership details and interest in the state. The details can be accessed through their website “landirect.ie” and searches for older records can be carried out in the Registry of Deeds. The Registry of Deeds is located in Henrietta Street, Dublin, Ireland and is a repository of records of wills, land transactions in Ireland and other deeds from 1709.   
I can confirm that the Council do not have any property interest in the location.
C/244/21 - H18 Item ID:69740 – New Works
(No Business)
C/245/21 - C9 Item ID:69729 - Correspondence
(No Business)
C/246/21 - M20 Item ID:69760 – Memorials at Brú Chrónáin
It was Proposed by Councillor F. Timmons and Seconded by Councillor P. Kavanagh:
"That this Area Committee requests the relevant department to provide clarity on how memorials at Bru Chrónáin can be progressed (Items 55901 and 59518 refer to previous requests)."
The following report by the Chief Executive which had been circulated, was READ:
The Council’s draft policy on Infrastructure Naming, Provision of Memorials and Plaques applies to Infrastructure Assets under the Council’s control.
Proposals for infrastructure naming or for the provision of a memorial or plaque may be initiated on a request by elected members, community groups/ representatives or members of the public or other groups, the following must be adhered to:
1. Proposals for naming of Infrastructure will be validated by the relevant Director of Services before referral to an All-Party Infrastructure Naming Committee which will be chaired by the Mayor.
1. Permission to erect a plaque or memorial in the public realm or on a public building/structure is in all cases subject to the written permission of South Dublin County Council.
1. The design and text of any wording associated with the erection of a monument or plaque must be agreed in advance with the Council.
1. The Council will carry out the procedure set out below to make a determination on requests and will notify applicants accordingly.
It should be noted that the policy states that in general only one commemorative plaque should be erected on any building/structure.
Infrastructure Naming Committee,
Mayor’s Office
County Hall,
Tallaght,
Dublin 24.
1. Proposals/ requests will be reviewed quarterly.
1. The Committee will make a determination that the proposal is in the public interest.
1. A fee will be payable by the applicant as a contribution to the cost of associated works including administration. The costs involved in the erection of a monument or plaque will normally be borne by the proposers. The policy states that proposers will therefore have to demonstrate in their application how funding will be raised for the proposal.
However, further to this, it is considered that it is not appropriate to erect a plaque, memorial or monument on, or in the curtilage of, a National Monument.  Brú Chrónáin Round Tower Visitor Centre has been developed at the location of a national monument as recognition of this Monument. Therefore, the Council will not be in a position to facilitate a request to place a plaque, memorial or monument on, or in the curtilage of Brú Chrónáin.
 A discussion followed with contribution from Councillors F. Timmons and P. Kavanagh. Mr. T. Rooney, Head of Local Enterprise responded to the members queries and the motion was AGREED. 
Performance & Change Management
C/247/21 - H19 Item ID:69744 – New Works
(No Business)
C/248/21 - C10 Item ID:69732 - Correspondence
(No Business)
Corporate Support
C/249/21 - Q15 Item ID:69759 – Commemorations Committee
Proposed by Councillor F. Timmons:
"To ask the Chief Executive for a report into the Commemorations Committee and when this will meet? The Clondalkin Tidy Towns is awaiting a decision on a commemoration stone for the World War 1 Memorial and cannot progress the started project as this is a core element to the Memorial. Can we have a detailed report into next steps included in the report?"
REPLY:
Following the motion approved at the July 2020 Council Meeting to reconstitute the Commemorations Committee, a report was brought to the September 2020 OP & F meeting. Elected members agreed the nominees for the committee, which were approved at the Council meeting in October 2020.
The first meeting was held in February 2021 to consider a funding proposal to the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media, under the Community Strand of the Decade of Centenaries programme.
This fund was established to support the development of community-led commemorative initiatives in 2021, in remembrance of this complex and challenging period in our history. It will also allow for advance planning of commemorative initiatives for 2022.
The Mayor is convening a meeting of the Committee to review proposals submitted.
C/250/21 - H20 Item ID:69739 – New Works
(No Business)
C/251/21 - C11 Item ID:69728 - Correspondence
Cor. 1 Reply from Min. O'Gorman M69122
Cor. 2 Letter to Minister McEntee M68311
Cor. 3 Reply from Min. McEntee to M68311

The correspondence was NOTED.
C/252/21 - M21 Item ID:69775 – Installation of a Memorial Stone
Proposed by Councillor T. Gilligan:
"That the Chief Executive grants approval for the installation of a Memorial Stone at Clondalkin Park for a Memorial Garden."
In the absence of Councillor T. Gilligan, the motion FELL.

Before the meeting concluded Mr. M. McAdam, A/Senior Executive Officer advised the Councillors that Superintendent Twomey in Clondalkin Garda Station has advised that Operation Thoroughfare will continue and that several seizures and arrests have been made. 
Councillor P. Kavanagh also advised the committee that there is Covid Resilience Funding for anyone involved in Arts. Councillor P. Kavanagh will forward on the email with all details included. 
The meeting concluded at 6pm.


Siniú 	_____________________________                     Dáta _________________
	Cathaoirleach
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