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MEETING OF SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL

MONDAY 10TH APRIL 2006

QUESTION NO. 12
Question: Councillor F. McCarthy

To ask the Manager to report upon what input the Council would have in any attempts to increase the usage of any airfield within the county and to make enquiries to this effect with the Irish Aviation Authority?

Reply:

There are two airfields within the administrative area of South Dublin County Council; Weston Aerodrome and Casement Aerodrome.

Casement Aerodrome (and other military aerodromes) does not fall under the control of the Irish Aviation Authority and as such it may set its own standards.  However, the Department of Defence Policy is that Casement Aerodrome applies all of the I.C.A.O. Standards and Recommended Practices (which are designed for use at civil aerodromes).

Furthermore, under the Planning and Development Act, 2000 the development of barracks or other buildings, or premises or installations (including airfields and naval yards), or other structures or facilities, used for the purposes of or in connection with the operations of the Defence Forces does not require planning permission.

South Dublin County Development Plan 2004-2010

The Planning policy in relation to Casement Aerodrome is set out at paragraph 7.9.1 where it is stated that “It is the policy of the Council to seek the co-operation of the Department of Defence and other Government departments and agencies in the carrying out of a study on the safety and security implications of the development of Casement Aerodrome for joint military/ civilian uses.”

Planning policy in relation to Weston Aerodrome is set out at paragraph 7.9.2 where it is stated that “It is the policy of the Council to have regard to the advice of the statutory bodies responsible for the control and safety operations at Weston Aerodrome, in the context of the proper planning and sustainable development of the area and the protections of amenities.”

Development Control objectives in relation to the two aerodromes are set out at paragraph 12.7.10 and in Schedules 4 and 5 of the Plan.

In the preparation of the new Development Plan in the period 2002 to 2004 the Irish Aviation Authority and the Department of Defence were consulted at the various stages of the plan making process.

Development Control

Planning applications in relation to Weston aerodrome are assessed in the context of the provisions of the Development Plan and the proper planning and sustainable development of the area.

Over the last number of years a number of planning applications on the aerodrome lands have been made.  In a number of cases permission has been refused and in others permission has been granted by South Dublin County Council or by An Bord  Pleanala on appeal.

Grant of Planning Permissions in relation to the use of the aerodrome lands, which may be of interest are;

S01A/0822 Demolition of existing hangars, construction of new hangars (15,741 m2), office and club house (1,125 m2), 180 car parking spaces and aircraft parking with new access off R403 and all associated development works.  This revised notice refers to a larger site boundary including all lands in the ownership of Weston Ltd., and the location of the hangars to be demolished.  
An Bord inserted a condition which states that 
“ This permission as modified by the omission of Hangars A to E and adjoining car parking shall not be construed as permitting: -

(a) any increase in aircraft movements over and above existing aircraft movements, where an aircraft movement is defined as a full take off or landing and does not include “touch and go” training exercises, or 

(b) any material  change in the type or capacity of existing aircraft using the aerodrome. 

Any material increase or change shall be subject to a separate planning permission.”

The following two Grants of planning permission contain a condition which seeks to limit any increase in the usage of Weston Aerodrome; 

SD05A/0312 Revision, alteration and retention to approved office/club house, hangar and car park layout under Planning References S01A/0822 and PL.06S.131149.  Office / club house / control tower.  To give full view of runway and taxi ways, the retention consists of relocated Control Tower from its centre position on the roof of office / club house to front elevation with greatly reduced size of the display and visual part of the control tower (improving elevational aspect) and slight increase in height by 0.775m and the consequential relocation and the retention of navigational aid equipment from Control Tower to 2 number storage areas internally under the Control Tower achieved by lowering the ceiling height of the first floor by 1.945m.  Also the consequential relocation and retention of lift shaft internally, thereby avoiding direct entry to Control Tower.  The height of the lift shaft is increased by 1.5m.  The retention also incorporates necessary security arrangements by changing the use of the ground floor by the provision of office accommodation and reception at ground floor and slight increase in bar area and reduction in office space at first floor.  The application also includes the proposed use of the unroofed areas behind the perimeter parapet walling for air handling units and ventilation equipment.  Hanger:  The retention of folding doors at rear of hanger”. 

A decision to grant permission was made on the 29/6/05 and this decision was upheld by An Bord Pleanala's decision dated 20th December 2005.  An Bord's decision included the following condition, which is similar to a condition originally inserted by the Council:

"Development described in Class 32 of Part 1 of schedule 2 of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001, as amended shall not be carried out on the site area without a prior grant of Planning Permission from the Planning Authority or from An Bord Pleanala on appeal."

However the permission is currently the subject of High Court Judicial Review proceedings taken by the applicant against An Bord.  The Council is a Notice Party in this case.  
SD05A/0314 “Construction of a single storey ESB substation and switchroom with a gross floor area of 21sq. metres to serve the previously permitted new large hanger, office and clubhouse (Planning References S01A/0822 and PL.06S.131149) with associated landscaping and site works”. 

A decision to grant permission was made on the 14/6/05 and no appeal was lodged. The permission included a condition which stated that “Notwithstanding the exempted development provisions of the Planning & Development  Regulations 2001, as amended, no further development shall take place on the lands within the South Dublin County Council administrative area, as shown on the site location map scale 1:2500 received on 20/04/05 and marked with purple/blue outline, without the prior grant of planning permission from the Planning Authority or from An Bord Pleanala on appeal”.

The permission is currently the subject of High Court Judicial Review proceedings taken by the applicant against the Council and in particular relates to the above condition. 

Increase in Usage 

An Bord’s condition on S01A/0822 set out above places restrictions on increase in the numbers of aircraft using the aerodrome or changes in the type of aircraft.  
Irish Aviation Authority

The Irish Aviation Authority (IAA) was established as a commercial state-sponsored body on 1 January 1994 under the Irish Aviation Authority Act, 1993. It is responsible for the provision of air traffic management services in Irish- controlled airspace and the safety regulation of the Irish civil aviation industry.

The IAA safety regulatory services include:

· Aircraft airworthiness certification and registration 

· The licensing of personnel and organisations involved in aircraft maintenance 

· The licensing of pilots, air traffic controllers and aerodromes 

· The approval and surveillance of air carrier operation standards. 

The IAA ensures that Irish civil aviation operates to safety standards set internationally, principally by the International Civil Aviation Organisation (ICAO), European Joint Aviation Authorities (JAA), Eurocontrol, the European Civil Aviation Conference (ECAC), The European Aviation Safety Agency (EASA) and the European Union.

A proposal was submitted by Weston Limited on 23rd March 2006 to the IAA seeking a change in the airspace over the Aerodrome.

This application to the IAA is also being examined by the Council with regard to its possible implications for the proper planning and sustainable development of the County.  Submissions on this proposal should be submitted to the IAA by April 11th. 

