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COMHAIRLE CHONTAE ÁTHA CLIATH THEAS

SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL

TERENURE RATHFARNHAM AREA 

COMMITTEE MEETING (2)

Minutes of Terenure Rathfarnham Area Committee Meeting (2), (dealing with Environment, Housing, Community and Parks business) held on 7th March 2006.

	PRESENT

	

	Councillors

	M. Ardagh

	C. Keane

	J. Lahart

	S. Laing

	T. McDermott

	E. Walsh

	A. White


An Cathaoirleach, Councillor A. White, presided.     
OFFICIALS PRESENT

	Senior Executive Officers 
	M. Coleman, B. Coman, 
P. Murphy, J. Quinlivan

	Senior Parks Superintendent
	C. Boylan

	Administrative Officers
	T. Curtin, Y. Dervan, 

G. Fitzgibbon, J. Kilgarriff 

	County Librarian
	T. Walsh

	Senior Executive Engineers
	C. Gallagher, L. Magee

	Staff Officer
	N. Fitzgibbon

	Clerical Officer
	A. Reilly


TR/231/06
CONFIRMATION AND RE-AFFIRMATION OF MINUTES

Minutes of meeting of Terenure Rathfarnham Area Committee (2), dealing with Parks, Community, Environment and Housing business held on 14th February 2006, which had been circulated, were submitted, APPROVED as a true record and signed.

It was proposed by Councillor M. Ardagh, seconded by Councillor J. Lahart and RESOLVED:-

“That the recommendations contained in the Minutes of the Terenure Rathfarnham Area Committee Meeting (2) held on 14th February 2006 be ADOPTED and APPROVED.” 

ENVIRONMENT BUSINESS

TR/232/06
QUESTIONS
It was proposed by Councillor A. White, seconded by Councillor J. Lahart and RESOLVED:
“That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13, questions numbered 1 to 3 inclusive be ADOPTED and 

APPROVED.”

TR/233/06
TERENURE/RATHFARNHAM AREA – LANEWAY CLEANING   
QUESTION:  Councillor C. Keane
"To ask the Manager to list the Laneways in the Terenure/Rathfarnham electoral area that will be cleaned in 2006?”


REPLY:

There is no specific budget provision in 2006 for the cleaning of laneways.  

Many of the laneways in the Terenure / Rathfarnham area were cleaned in 2005 and this work has continued into 2006.  In general the litter warden refers laneways requiring attention to the cleansing section on an ongoing basis.  Many areas have been brought to the Council’s attention through representations made by elected members. Commitments given in response to these representations will be dealt with in the coming months.

TR/234/06
BISHOP GALVIN/SHANAHAN SCHOOL – UPGRADING OF PUBLIC AREA  

QUESTION:  Councillor C. Keane
"To ask the Manager for a report on my recent request to have the public area adjacent to Bishop Galvin/Shanahan school upgraded in conjunction with an environmental project with the school children and if the principals of both schools have been consulted as requested?"

REPLY:
Both schools named in the question are registered as part of the Green Schools programme.  Upgrading work on the area adjacent to the schools can be discussed as part of the ‘community involved’ aspect of the Green Flag application in association with the Parks Department.

TR/235/06
WHITECHURCH ROAD – JUNK COLLECTION      

QUESTION:  Councillor A. White
"To ask the Manager to arrange for a junk collection at Whitechurch Road?” 

REPLY:
Whitechurch Road last received a junk collection in October 2000.  As it is now over five years since the last collection the area will receive priority when the schedule of collections for 2006 is being prepared. A report on the junk collection schedule for 2006 will be presented to the Area Committees next month.

TR/236/06   NEW WORKS

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.

TR/237/06
CORRESPONDENCE

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.


TR/238/06
CATHAOIRLEACH’S BUSINESS

It was NOTED that there was no business received under this heading.

TR/239/06
RIVER DODDER – POLLUTION

It was proposed by Councillor C Keane and seconded by Councillor J. Lahart

"That this Committee discuss the Environmental problem at the Rathfarnham/Fairways outfalls discharging pollution regularly into the Dodder.  The (a) a reason be given (b) a methodology for permanent solution as this is a serious environmental issue – the many interventions to date have not worked and a permanent solution must be found.”


The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“There are a number of outfalls in the Fairways area with all but two being relatively small local surface water discharges. The two larger discharges consist of an overflow outfall from an old existing foul manhole and a main surface water outfall serving the runoff in the estates in the area. 

Regarding the foul sewer manhole overflow, the Drainage Maintenance Section has blocked this pipe to eliminate this possible source of pollution.

In relation to the large surface water discharge outfall, the Water Pollution Section has received reports of pollution incidents from this outfall in the past however these have proven to be false on some occasions. This arose from the fact that when clear runoff water meets the boggy Dodder water it can appear as if pollution has occurred. On other occasions, random polluted discharges have occurred from this outfall and the Water Pollution Section installed a composite sampler at this location in an attempt to both identify the time and type of polluting matter. Unfortunately, the random events either stopped or were extremely short incidents when the sampler was set up and the Council was unable to produce any conclusions.

It is proposed to install the composite sampler at this location again and leave it in situ for a period of a number of months in an effort to identify the offending source. In addition the Drainage Inspector for the area will be extra vigilant in order to monitor any unusual activity near any the surface water manholes in the adjoining estates.”

Following contributions from Councillors J. Lahart, C. Keane and E. Walsh, Mr. C. Gallagher, Senior Executive Engineer, responded to queries raised and the report was NOTED.  

TR/240/06
TERENURE/RATHFARNHAM AREA – GRAFFITI   

It was proposed by Councillor C. Keane and seconded by Councillor J. Lahart.

"That this Committee discuss the Graffiti “problem” in the Terenure/Rathfarnham area to outline what can be done to have same removed immediately noting some of the graffiti is on boarding erected on private property where planning permission has been granted but not developed e.g. Burmah Garage, Wellington Lane, Traders Site near St James Road and also public sites.  This is spoiling and having a very negative effect on our area.  Areas mentioned reported previously.”

The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“Graffiti is becoming a problem at many locations in the County.  In an effort to respond to this situation the Council has provided increased funding in the 2006 Budget to take measures to assist in dealing with the problem.

The most cost effective means of removing graffiti is by joint effort involving residents of affected housing estates and the County Council, the residents providing labour and the Council supplying materials for the work.  Where it is not possible to gain the support of local residents then the only option available to the Council is to have the graffiti removed by specialist contractor.  The costs involved in this work are extremely high and very often prohibitive.

The Council’s Litter Wardens spend a considerable amount of time dealing with this issue speaking to residents groups etc. The Litter Warden for the Terenure and Rathfarnham areas has inspected the graffiti on the private sites at Wellington Lane and St James’ Road.  Removal of graffiti from private property is a matter for the property owner.  

It is proposed to serve a notice under Section 20 of the Litter Pollution Act 1997 on the owner of the properties concerned requiring that the graffiti be removed.”

Following contributions from Councillors C. Keane, S. Laing, J. Lahart, T. McDermott, Mr. L. Magee, Senior Executive Engineer responded to queries raised by the members, the report was NOTED and it was AGREED that a further report would be presented to the April meeting of this Committee.

HOUSING BUSINESS

TR/241/06
QUESTIONS

It was proposed by Councillor A. White, seconded by Councillor J. Lahart and RESOLVED:
“That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13, question number 4 be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”

TR/242/06
TERENURE/RATHFARNHAM AREA – TRADING DOWN OF HOUSING

QUESTION:  Councillor C. Keane
“To ask the Manager to state what facilities are available through this Council to residents of the Terenure/Rathfarnham area who wish to trade down from a large house to a smaller unit in their old age?  To outline in detail the process/advantages/disadvantages/and areas that are available now or in the near future in the Terenure/Rathfarnham area for such a trade down?”

REPLY:
The draft Scheme of Letting Priorities as approved by the Council on 12th December provides for the introduction of a Financial Contribution Scheme as follows: 

The Council will operate a Financial Contribution Scheme where Older Persons who are owners of private dwellings and who find their existing dwelling too large for their needs, may apply for accommodation in designated Older Persons Dwellings subject to the payment of a financial contribution scheme as follows: 


	 Applicant’s Age 

 
	Financial Contribution 

  

	50-54 years (on medical grounds only) 
	1/2 of net proceeds of sale 

  

	55-69 years 

 
	1/3 of net proceeds of sale 

  

	70-79 years 

  
	1/4 of net proceeds of sale 

 

	80 years and over 

  
	1/5 of net proceeds of sale 

 


Applicants under this section will not be prioritised ahead of Older Persons on the Housing or Transfer Lists but will be included on the list from the date of approval.  Applicants under this section must offer their existing dwelling to the Council for purchase in the first instance. 

The approval of the Minister for the Environment is awaited and then steps will be taken towards the implementation of this Scheme. 


TR/243/06   REPORT ON HOUSING CONSTUCTION PROGRAMME 

The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was READ:

The up-to-date position of the construction programme for the Terenure/ Rathfarnham area is set out in the detail below: - 

Completions 2004:-

Terenure/Rathfarnham Area

	Scheme Name
	No. Of Units
	Completion

	Whitechurch Phase 3 
	7
	September, 2004

	Whitechurch Phase 3
	2
	December, 2004

	Sub Total
	9
	



Completions in 2005:-

Terenure/Rathfarnham

	Scheme
	No. Of Units
	Completion

	Whitechurch Phase 3
	4
	April, 2005

	Whitechurch Phase 3
	4
	May, 2005 

	Whitechurch Phase 3
	2
	July 2005

	Sub Total
	10
	






TENDER RECOMMENDED

Terenure/Rathfarnham

	Scheme Name
	No of Units

	Whitechurch Phase 4 (SH242)
	Tender recommended in the sum of €5,989,252 for the construction of 29 units and a Community Facility by Dunne Contracting Ltd., Unit 6A Block H, Centrepoint Business Park, Oak Road, Dublin 12

	Sub Total
	29 & Community facility


At Concept/Design Stage:-

Terenure / Rathfarnham

	Scheme
	No. of Units

	Whitechurch Avenue
	Layout being prepared

	Palmer Park
	Preliminary concept to be prepared


Other potential sites are also being examined.

Following contributions from Councillors A. White, T. McDermott, S. Laing, E. Walsh, J. Lahart, M. Ardagh and C. Keane, Mr. P. Murphy, Senior Executive Officer, responded to queries raised and the report was NOTED. 

TR/244/06   REPORT ON AFFORDABLE HOUSING   

The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was READ:

“The Council's Housing Strategy, which was prepared in accordance with Part V of the Planning & Development Act 2000, was adopted by the Council at its meeting held on 11th June 2001.  This Strategy was reviewed and now forms an integral part of the County Development Plan 2004-2010, which was adopted by the Council on 10th November 2004. 

The strategy requires 15% of all residential developments to be reserved for Social/Affordable housing purposes.  The Council has been successful in the delivery of affordable housing under the following initiatives:

(a) Part V of the Planning & Development Act 2000 (as amended)

(b) Joint Venture Schemes

(c) Integrated Area Plans

To date 403 affordable units have been procured throughout the County.

Location of units purchased within the remit of the Tallaght Area Committee:

Tymon Farm


    3

Brownsbarn


    4

Montpelier

      
  28

Tuansgate


    8

Deerpark


102

Russell Square


100

Springfield Tallaght

  40

Westend Gate, The Square
  17
Total



302





Sales have been completed in respect of 241 of the above units.

Location of units purchased within the remit of the Terenure/Rathfarnham Area Committee:

Ros Mor, Scholarstown Rd


6

These units have been sold.

Location of units purchased within the remit of the Lucan/Clondalkin Area Committee:

Fforester, Lucan



 3


Ballyowen Lane



 4

Foxford Court, Ballyowen Lane

52

Hansted, Lucan



17

Monastery Road



  3

Rosebank, Clondalkin



16

Total





95






Sales have been completed in respect of 88 of the above units.

In addition to the foregoing it is estimated that county wide 480 units will become available by 31st December 2006 and a further 580 units during the period of the Strategy.

It is also planned to provide an additional 1,000 affordable housing units under the Sustaining Progress Agreement - Affordable Housing Initiative during the period of the Strategy.”

Following contributions from Councillors A. White, J. Lahart and E. Walsh, Ms. Y. Dervan, Administrative Officer and Mr. P. Murphy, Senior Executive Officer, responded to queries raised by the members, the report was NOTED and it was AGREED that a further report on the Rental Accommodation Scheme would be presented to the April meeting of this Committee.  
TR/245/06
NEW WORKS
It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.

TR/246/06
CORRESPONDENCE
It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.


TR/247/06
CATHAOIRLEACH’S BUSINESS

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.

TR/248/06
PALMER PARK – BOUNDARY WALL    

It was proposed by Councillor C. Keane and seconded by Councillor J. Lahart

"That the Manager discuss the boundary wall in Palmer Park regarding maintenance requests Our Ref No.9396- update please." 

The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was READ and NOTED: 

“The County Architect reported that a crack developed in the boundary wall referred to that necessitates replacement of the wall. Consulting engineers were appointed to assess the extent of the works required to resolve the situation and to seek tenders to undertake the works required.

When examining the area to assess the extent of the works required the supervising architect determined that the problem with the wall emanated from works carried out on adjoining land. This land lies at a lower level than the gardens at the rear of the affected dwellings in Palmer Park.

The Council is ongoing discussions with the neighbouring landowners with a view to having appropriate remedial works to be carried out as soon as possible.

A temporary fence has been erected to ensure the security and safety at the location until the works are completed.”

TR/249/06
KIMMAGE MANOR – COMMUNITY HOUSING    

It was proposed by Councillor M. Ardagh and seconded by Councillor A. White

“That the Manager give a report on the proposed Community Housing in Kimmage Manor and to say if a Voluntary Housing Association has been identified to manage the proposed facility.”

The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was READ and NOTED: 


“There are proposals for the provision of 51 units of sheltered accommodation for the elderly at the site of former Eircom Training Centre, Wainsfort Road, Terenure.  It is likely that the units will be managed on behalf of the Council by a Voluntary Housing Association with the relevant expertise required to manage such a facility. 

It is proposed that the sheltered units will consist of the following:

13 No. 2 Bedroom 4 person units





22 No. 2 Bedroom 3 person units





15 No. 1 Bedroom 1/2 person units





  1 No. Caretaker unit 

While each suite is a self contained unit, with dedicated kitchen, bathroom and living area, the project will also incorporate shared facilities including a communal dining room and kitchen, laundry service, medical treatment room, and specially equipped assisted bathrooms.  The facility is designed to allow elderly persons maintain their independence for as long as possible, while providing in-house care facilities as required.

The County Council has not yet finalised the selection of a Voluntary Housing Association to manage the project.  Members will be kept informed of further progress in due course.”
COMMUNITY BUSINESS

TR/250/06
QUESTIONS

It was proposed by Councillor A. White, seconded by Councillor J. Lahart and RESOLVED:             
“That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13, question number 5 be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”

TR/251/06
TEMPLEOGUE HOUSE – FOOTPATH UPGRADE 

QUESTION:
Councillor C. Keane
"To ask the Manager if the work on the lighting and the footpath upgrade at Templeogue House has been completed as requested previously by this Councillor?"

REPLY: 

A cost plan has been prepared for the refurbishment of Templeogue House and consultants are presently being engaged as part of an overall design team for the restoration and renovation of Templeogue House, with a view to work commencing as soon as possible.  Tenders for Phase II of the car parking works which involve the re-alignment of the car park have been examined and a contractor appointed. The Contractor’s insurances are currently being examined, on behalf of the council, by Irish Public Bodies and it is expected work will commence within the next three weeks. 

The completion of the footpath linking Rossmore Lawn to Templeogue Road will be addressed as part of Phase II of the carpark works. It is understood that the public lighting has been operational since 24th November 2005.

TR/252/06
APPLICATION FOR GRANTS

The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was NOTED:

“Application for grants under the Council’s Community Grants Scheme has been received from the organisations listed below. Payment of these grants to these organisations, in accordance with the conditions of the Scheme, in the amounts set out hereunder, is recommended for approval:-

	Ref:
	Group

	Type of Application


	Date of Application
	Amount



	SCRA 1447/ GF 1378
	Viking Swimmers,

43 Clareville Road,

Harolds Cross,

Dublin 6W.
	Equipment Grant
	01/02/06
	3,000

	SCRA 1447/ GF 1392
	Viking Swimmers,

43 Clareville Road,

Harolds Cross,

Dublin 6W.
	Volunteer Training Grant
	01/02/06
	750



Application for Grants (Arts Act 2003)

Application for a grant under the Council’s Arts Grants Scheme has been received from the organisation listed below.  Payment of this grant to this organisation, in accordance with the conditions of the Scheme, in the amount set out hereunder, is recommended for approval:-

	Ref:
	Group

	Type of Application


	Date of Application
	Amount

€


”
It was proposed by Councillor A. White, seconded by Councillor J. Lahart and RESOLVED:

“That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council APPROVE the grants as set out in the foregoing report.”

TR/253/06
LIBRARY NEWS/EVENTS

The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was NOTED:
March 2006

	Branch
	Events
	Date

	Ballyroan
	Exhibition: Forests for All
	Month of March



	
	Readiscover 2nd – 9th March Begin with Books - a kit of five picture books for babies which can be borrowed for 3 months
	Month of March

	
	Irish Conversation Group
	Mondays at 6.45pm



	
	French/English Exchange Conversation Group
	Mondays at 7pm



	
	Age Action Ireland 

University of the 3rd Age Meetings
	Monday 6th & 20th March at 11am 

	
	National Tree Week 

Trees and Paper making Workshop - ECO UNESCO
	Tuesday 7th March at 11am

	
	German Conversation Group
	Tuesdays at 11am 



	
	Readers Group
	Tuesday 14th & 28th March at 7pm

	
	Ballyroan Poetry Circle
	Tuesday 21st March 6.45pm – 8pm

	
	Computer Class
	Wednesdays from 10am – 12pm

	
	Story time for 3-6 year olds


	Wednesdays at 3pm

	
	Spanish Conversation Group


	Wednesdays at 7pm



	
	Music in Motion Series with Ted Courtney The Sonata Principle – Haydn, Mozart and Handel
	Wednesday 1st March 8pm

	
	Music in Motion Series with Ted Courtney Louis IV and Men (and Women) in Tights to Tchaikovsky
	Wednesday 8th March 8pm

	
	Music in Motion Series with Ted Courtney The Operas of Mozart
	Wednesday 15th March 8pm

	
	Music in Motion Series with Ted Courtney The Operas of Wagner and Verdi
	Wednesday 22nd March at 8pm

	
	Music in Motion Series with Ted Courtney Rock Operas
	Wednesday 29th March at 8pm

	
	Writers Group


	Thursdays at 10.30am



	
	Parent & Toddler Group
	Fridays from 10.30am 



	
	Junior Chess Club for 8-14 year olds
	Saturdays at 10.30am 



	
	Housebound deliveries
	Friday 3rd & 24th March



	
	Seachtain na Gaeilge 

Tráth na gCeist

Table quiz
	Monday 6th March at 7.30pm

	
	Seachtain na Gaeilge

Oiche Ceoil le Tobair Dandys

Traditional music evening with Tobair Dandys
	Tuesday 7th March at 7.30pm

	
	Seachtain na Gaeilge 

Céilí do pháistí le Edel agus Francis – Children’s ceili
	Wednesday 8th March at 10.30am

	
	Seachtain na Gaeilge Scéalaíocht do dhaoine óga

Stories for young children
	Wednesday 8th March at 3pm

	
	Seachtain na Gaeilge 

Scéalta faoi Oisin le Joe McKinney – Tales of Oisin with Joe McKinney
	Thursday 9th March at 10.30am

	
	Seachtain na Gaeilge Taispeántas agus Rince Gaelach

le Scoil Rince Bastable Warren

Irish Dancing show
	Thursday 9th March at 7.30pm

	
	Seachtain na Gaeilge 

Bingo as Gaelige le Aedin
	Tuesday 14th March at 10.30am



	
	Seachtain na Gaeilge 

Scéalta faoi Oisin le Joe McKinney - Tales of Oisin with Joe McKinney
	Wednesday 15th March at 10.30am

	
	Seachtain na Gaeilge Scéalaíocht do dhaoine óga

Stories for young children
	Wednesday 15th March at 3pm

	
	Readiscover 2nd – 9th March Speaking of Reading with Katy Hayes  – discussing the many elements of fiction
	Monday March 13th, 20th & 27th at 7.30 pm

	
	Readiscover 2nd – 9th March World Book Day Presentation of certificates for “Big Book Challenge” by Deputy Mayor Karen Warren 
	Thursday 2nd March

at 7 pm


For further information contact 4941900

March 2006

	Branch
	Events
	Date

	Tallaght
	Exhibition: 50 Years of Ireland’s Membership of the U.N.
	Month of March

	
	Chess Club for 8-12 Year-Olds Newcomers Welcome
	Wednesdays from 6.30pm - 7.30pm 

	
	Creative Writing (adult)

Booking required
	Wednesdays from 6.30pm - 8pm 

	
	Creative Writing Workshop with Neil Richardson for ages 10 - 14 years Booking Required
	Thursday from 4.15pm -6pm for 12 Weeks

	
	English Class Pre-intermediate Level Booking required
	Mondays from 6.30pm -8pm

	
	French Conversation Group Booking required
	Tuesdays from 11pm - 12.30pm 

	
	Book Club
	Tuesday 7th March from 7pm - 8pm

	
	Irish Class for Improvers Booking required
	Tuesdays from 6.30pm - 8pm

	
	English for foreign-national women. Booking required
	Thursday Mornings from 10.30pm – 12noon

	
	Beginners Spanish 

Booking required
	Thursday Evenings from 6.30-8.00pm (Finishes 23rd March)

	
	Gardening Talk
	Wednesday 29th March from 7pm - 8pm



	
	READiscover 2nd - 9th March 2006 “For The Love of Books” with Senator David Norris and Paul Durcan
	Thursday 2nd March at 8pm

	
	Seachtain na Gaeilge 

Machnamh agus samhlaíocht - Bi-lingual meditation and visualisation (Le Tomas Breathnach)
	Saturday 4th March at 2pm

	
	Seachtain na Gaeilge 

Ranganna do dhaoine as tíortha eile -Irish Class for Foreign Nationals (adults) Booking Essential
	Monday 6th March from 7pm - 8pm

	
	Seachtain na Gaeilge
Bingo as Gaeilge (Class Booking)
	Tuesday 7th March at 10.30am

	
	Seachtain na Gaeilge

Scéalaíocht Dhátheangach – Bi-lingual Storytelling with Niall de Búrca
	Tuesday 7th March at 12.30

	
	Seachtain na Gaeilge

Maidin Tae
	Thursday 9th March at 10am

	
	Seachtain na Gaeilge

Ranganna Gaeilge
	Thursday 9th March from 6.30pm

	
	Seachtain na Gaeilge

Céilí (For Booked School Groups)
	Friday 10th March from 11am - 12.30pm, 

	
	Seachtain na Gaeilge
Bingo as Gaeilge (Class Booking)
	Monday 13th March from 10.30am - 11.30am

	
	Seachtain na Gaeilge

Ranganna ar Cheol Traidisiúnta

Traditional Music Workshop for Children 
	Wednesday 15th March 10am - 12noon

	
	Seachtain na Gaeilge cuairt ón scríbhneoir

Childrens Author Colmán Ó Raghallaigh, School Booking
	Thursday 16th from 10am - 11.30am

	
	Seachtain na Gaeilge

Ranganna Gaeilge
	Thursday 16th March from 6.30pm


For further information contact 4620073

March 2006

	Branch
	Events
	Date

	Whitechurch
	Yoga for Beginners & Improvers


	Monday’s from 9.30am – 1.30pm

	
	Counselling 

By appointment only
	Monday’s from 2pm – 4pm



	
	Computers for Improvers
	Monday’s from 2pm – 5pm

	
	Guitar & Keyboard lessons for beginners & improvers
	Mondays from 5.30pm – 7pm

	
	Guitar & Keyboard lessons for beginners & improvers
	Mondays from 8.30pm – 10pm

	
	Local Historical Studies
	Monday’s from 8pm – 10pm

	
	Art Classes for Beginners & Improvers
	Tuesday’s from 9.30am – 1.30am

	
	Library open
	Tuesday 6pm-8pm

Wednesday 1pm-5pm

Thursday 4pm-8pm

	
	Women’s Arts & Crafts
	Tuesday’s from 2pm – 4pm

	
	Computers for beginners
	Tuesday’s from 2pm – 5pm

	
	Computers for improvers
	Tuesday’s from 6.30pm – 9.30pm

	
	Woodcarving
	Tuesday’s from 8pm – 9.30pm

	
	Computers for beginners
	Wednesday’s from 2pm – 3.30

	
	Spanish Classes
	Thursday’s from 9.30am –1.30pm

	
	Adult Basic Education
	Thursday’s from 9.30am – 11.30am

	
	Social History Group
	Thursday’s from 2pm –4pm

	
	Computers for Senior Citizens
	Thursday’s from 2pm – 5pm

	
	Ballyboden Village Community & Business Association
	Thursday’s from 7pm – 9pm

	
	Computers
	Friday’s from 10am – 1pm

	
	Bookclub
	Every second Friday from 10.30am – 12.30pm

	
	Guitar & Keyboard lessons for adults & children
	Saturdays from 9am – 6pm


For further information contact 4930199



TR/254/06
DRAFT COUNTY PLAY POLICY
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was READ:
                                                                                     “   DRAFT

Developing

                  Play 

                         in 

                           South 

                                    Dublin 

                                              County

                         
  2006   - 2009

Countywide Policy on 

The Development & Management of Playgrounds and Play Areas.

Content:

Foreword by Mayor of South Dublin County                                                                  3.

Foreword by the Chairperson of the Sports, Recreation, Community and Parks 

Strategic Policy Committee, Mark Daly MCC.                                                                 4.

Introduction by County Manager, Joe Horan                                                                 5.   

Section 1.                        Profile of South Dublin County                                              6.     

Section 2.                       Setting the Context                                                              12                                                       

Section 3.                        Aims and Objectives                                                            14

Appendix 1.                    Guidelines for Developing a Playground / Play area                  18

Foreword  by Mayor of South Dublin County Council.

	South Dublin County Council aims to create a county that is child friendly and actively supports and encourages the development of a wide variety of good quality opportunities for children’s play.


Foreword By the Chairperson of the Sports, Recreation, Community and Parks Strategic Policy Committee

Introduction By County Manager.

	Profile of South Dublin County




The area of South Dublin covers 222.74 SQ kilometres, and lies about 10 miles south west of the Capital. It is bounded by the Dublin mountains to the south and stretches from the River Liffey at Lucan through Palmerstown, Clondalkin, south to Newcastle, Rathcoole, Saggart. It includes Tallaght West, South and Central and stretches east to Templeogue and Rathfarnham.  ( see map below ).
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· The population of the County is approximately 234,000.

· The county has five electoral areas - Clondalkin, Lucan, Tallaght Central, Tallaght South and Rathfarnham/Terenure.

· South Dublin County  has one of the youngest populations of any local authority area  with 41% of the population under 25.and where children and young people aged 14 and under make up  25 % of the population ( Census 2002 )

· In 2000, the birth rate in South Dublin County, at 16.9 births per 1000 people, was the highest of the Dublin counties and second highest rate in the country. 

· The number of households in South Dublin County increased by 19% between 1996 and 2002, while the population increased by 9.2%.

· In recent years, housing development in the County has occurred at an average rate of an additional 2,800 new dwellings per year.

· In 2002, 25% of the new residential units built in the County were apartments;  and apartments represent 83% of current construction activity. 

· Lands zoned for residential purposes in the  2004 -2010 County Development Plan will yield at least an additional 18,446 homes in South Dublin by 2010.

· Currently, average provision of playgrounds  in South Dublin County stands at 1 playground per 26,000 residents. 

                                 Current Recreation Infrastructure

Sports Infrastructure:

There are many different sporting facilities in existence in the County, ranging from Community Centres with sports halls and gyms, to running tracks, to all-weather pitches etc.

At present South Dublin County Council provides the following recreational and amenity facilities:

· 1600 hectares of parks and open spaces for active and passive recreation

· 5 Regional Parks and 50 Neighbourhood Parks

· 150 playing pitches for gaelic football, hurling and soccer catering for over 800 teams involving approximately 14,000 people.

· Tennis facilities provided at 8 centres

· 2 All weather athletic tracks under local club management

· 15 All weather pitches, 11at Astropark, Bancroft Park, Tallaght and 4 at Clondalkin Park, Clondalkin in conjunction with private sector

· Ireland’s only purpose built Baseball facility in Corkagh Park

· All-weather/multi use facilities in Jobstown, Tallaght and Collinstown, Clondalkin

Current developments include the provision of two new public swimming pools in the county as well as upgrading of many of the existing facilities.

Playground Provision:

This section sets out the historical policy of equipped playground provision by the Parks & Landscape Services Department  and recent initiatives undertaken in association with the Community & Housing Departments in URBAN and RAPID areas.

Parkland Provision.

In the 1970’s and early 1980’s, equipped children’s play areas were provided primarily, in association with Local Authority Housing Developments. By the mid-1980’s, these play areas were suffering from serious and persistent vandalism and were acting as congregation points in the housing areas for groups of youths engaged in anti-social behaviour.  

There were many factors involved in the decline of these play areas including location and social deprivation. The end result was that these play areas were no longer safe for use by children. In 1986 following high levels of persistent complaints from the public and County Councillors, the decision was taken to remove all equipped play areas from the housing areas and commence a programme of major playground construction in the Regional Parks.

The Regional Parks were selected for several reasons:

· The Regional Parks were strategically located to serve large populations.

· They were generally secure locations i.e. they were closed and locked at night.

· The Regional Parks had a Park Ranger Service who could monitor activity in these areas, in particular, in the evenings and at weekends.

· The Park Depots were located in the Regional Parks which was important for routine inspection and maintenance.

The first playground was opened in Tymon Park in 1987 followed by Corkagh and Griffeen Valley in 1988.  The playgrounds were constructed on a scale that had not been seen before in this country.  Each playground was over 0.4 hectares in size.  They were built in a rustic style featuring locally designed and constructed timber equipment.  Loose fill safety surfacing was used for the first time and the playgrounds proved to be immensely popular with the public.  The playgrounds were designed and operated as self regulated environments where children would be supervised directly by parents or other responsible adults, a policy that has proven to be successful.

The next major playground development was carried out in association with the development of the Camac Valley Tourist Camping and Caravan Park at Corkagh.  The provision of a playground was seen as integral to the development and ultimate success of this tourist facility. The Park opened in 1996 and while the playground has been available for use by visitors staying at the Park, it is not available to the general public per se.

URBAN

The next significant playground development came in 2000 when the Jobstown Playground was designed and constructed by South Dublin County Council Parks & Landscape Services Department as a result of money made available through the EU URBAN Initiative. The maintenance of the playground boundaries, equipment and surface is the responsibility of South Dublin County Council, while the payment and training of the staff is undertaken by the Jobstown Community Development Project.

Given the nature of the area, and our experience with other playgrounds the importance of permanent supervision was critical to the success of the playground. Two part time supervisors have been recruited locally and they are responsible for enforcing the rules of the playground, carrying out daily safety checks on the equipment, and liasing with the Council and CDP on a regular basis.  The wage cost is funded by the Community/Parks Department on an annual basis.

RAPID

In May 2004, the Department of Community, Gaeltacht and Rural Affairs announced the allocation of funding to Local Authorities for the provision of children’s playgrounds in RAPID areas.  South Dublin County Council has four RAPID areas – Jobstown, Fettercairn, Killinarden in West Tallaght and Quarryvale in Clondalkin - and made application to provide a new equipped playground, associated with the community centres for Fettercairn, Killinarden and Quarryvale. The application for Jobstown was for the extension of the existing playground to meet an identified need for play facilities for older children. 

The Parks and Landscape Services Department supervised the design and construction of the playgrounds in 2005 and has assumed responsibility for maintenance of the equipment since the opening of the playgrounds to the public.  The supervision of Killinarden, Fettercairn and Quarryvale playgrounds is carried out by Community Centre staff facilitated by the RAPID co-ordinators of the Community Department.  Early indications suggest that this approach is working successfully.

Applications were made in 2005 to RAPID for further funding for new playgrounds at Kiltalown, Brookfield and Collinstown Park. Application was also made for additional trim trail type equipment for the Killinarden playground

In 2004, the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government invited applications for grants from local authorities under a Playground Grant Scheme administered by the National Children’s Office. South Dublin County Council was awarded a grant of €115,000 towards the development of the new playground on the Templeogue side of Tymon Park. This playground was opened in June 2005.

In 2005 applications were again invited from local authorities for grant assistance towards the purchase of playground equipment and again South Dublin County Council has been advised that a grant of €60,000 is available for Corkagh Park, Clondalkin.

There are now a total of nine children’s playgrounds in the South Dublin County Council administrative area located as follows:

Tymon Regional Park, Tallaght (2 playgrounds)

Corkagh Regional Park, Clondalkin

Griffeen Valley Regional Park, Lucan

Jobstown Community Centre, West Tallaght

Fettercairn Community Centre, West Tallaght

Killinarden Community Centre, West Tallaght

Quarryvale Community Centre, North Clondalkin

Camac Valley Tourist Camping and Caravan Park, Naas Road, Clondalkin.

	             Section 2  Setting the Context


National Government Policy

Access to play is seen as a basic right for all children. The UN Convention on the Rights of the Child , states: ‘The child has the right to rest and to engage in leisure, play and recreational activities and participate in cultural and artistic activities’. In Ireland the focus of the state’s activities in the area of children  was  primarily concerned with

Childcare, there was no specific legislation with regard to children’s play and no provision of funds for play facilities amongst Government  Departments. The national children’s office, however, set out to develop  a national play policy.Prior to this the provision of play was left to the discretion of individual local authorities that may, under the local Government act 2001 section 67, provide maintain and operate parks, open spaces, playgrounds and play equipment. It was, however a matter for each local authority to determine the extent to which playgrounds and play areas should be provided and allocate resources accordingly.

The National Children’s Strategy our children – their lives, published in November 2000 sets out an ambitious series of objectives to guide children’s policy over the next ten years. It provides a vision for the future of Irish children while offering a means to listen to, to think about and to act more effectively for children.

The three national goals identified are;
1.children will have a voice in matters, which affect them, and their views will be given due weight in accordance with their age and maturity.

2.Children’s lives will be better understood; their lives will benefit from evaluation, research and information on their needs, rights and effectiveness of service.

3. Children will receive quality supports and services to promote all aspects of their development.

The Government is also committed under objective d of the national children’s strategy to ensure that children will have access to play, sport and recreation and cultural activities to enrich their experience of childhood.

Research conducted by Webb in 2003 states that ”in Ireland, with the exception of the national children’s strategy, there has been no focus to date in any of the legislation or national plans and programmes on the specific recreational needs of children with disabilities. There is still no rights based legislation in Ireland providing for the right of inclusive access to public facilities including outdoor recreation”.( Public play provision for children with Disabilities, 2003.  ) 

‘Ready Steady Play! A National Play Policy’ was published by the National Children’s Office in March 2004. The principal aim of the National Play Policy is to improve the quality of children’s lives through the provision of play opportunities.  Key objectives for local authorities include:

· Maximise the range of play opportunities.

· Improve the quality & safety of playgrounds.

· Ensure all new & refurbished facilities are accessible to all.

· Prepare a Local Play Policy in consultation with children & other stakeholders.

· Designate an officer to implement a County Play Plan prepared by the County Development Board.

· Promote the use of creative landscaping

· Pursue the policy objectives & standards set out in ‘A Parks Policy for Local Authorities’ (1987) (to be reviewed by DoEHLG).

· Consult insurance companies on playground provision.

· Ensure conformity with relevant standards for play equipment, surfacing & inspection in accordance with the terms of the insurance.

· Explore funding opportunities under Planning & Development Act 2000 to fund capital cost of play areas.

· Examine opportunities for private provision

· Establish a pilot scheme of ‘Home Zones’ where the living environment predominates over traffic.

· Central to the National Play Policy is the preparation of a co-ordinated multi-agency play plan by City & County Councils & Development Boards by 2005. This must take account of the needs of children as they age. It is important that local planning authorities contribute significantly to the preparation of the plan & assist in its delivery. The designation of an officer responsible for the promotion of and development of play & recreation activity is considered important in the implementation of the County Play Plan. 

	     Section 3   AIMS & OBJECTIVES


Aims of the Policy:

· To promote the importance of play for children.

· To recognise and actively support all children having the right to play (as stated in the 1989 United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child).


·  To enable all children in local communities across South Dublin access to good quality play opportunities.


·  To provide a framework by which play provision for children in the County 
 can be developed and expanded.

Objectives of the Policy

Objective 1.       Facilitate and support provision of appropriate, accessible and safe playgrounds and play areas for young people in South Dublin County.
	Action no 1.   Establish a Planning Framework for the provision of play facilities as part of new developments in South Dublin County.  

	

	Responsibility:  South Dublin County Council

	

	Timeframe: Within  6 months of publication of  Play Policy 

	


	Action no 2.  Preparation of 5 year Parks Works Programme for developing and implementing playgrounds and play spaces within regional and neighbourhood parks.

	

	Responsibility:  South Dublin County Council.

	

	Timeframe: Every five years

	


Objective 2.      Encourage the active involvement of communities and consultations with young people in the planning , design and development of playgrounds and play areas.

	Action no 3. Actively consult with young people in the locality of any planned play facility in existing residential areas.

	

	Responsibility: Providers of any planned play facility.

	

	Timeframe: At early concept stage of any planned play facility 

	


	Action no 4 Undertake regular review of  aims and objectives of County Play policy.

	

	Responsibility: South Dublin County Council and Comhairle na Nog 

	

	Timeframe: Bi – Anually.


	Action no 5. The voluntary, community and private sectors will be encouraged to engage with children in the development of play facilities and play policies

	

	Responsibility: The National Children’s  Office.

	

	Timeframe: Ongoing


Objective 3.   Ensure that provision of playgrounds and play areas shall be based on the needs of the community and that the provision of any facilities shall serve the common good of the community
	Action no 6.  Carry out an assessment, to include disability access, of play facilities in the county, identifying the level, range and standard of public and community play facilities available to children of all ages, and  advertise the availability of these facilities

	

	Responsibility: South Dublin County Development Board

	

	Timeframe:  Within 6 months of publication of Play Policy  


Objective 4.    Outline a framework for the future roles and responsibilities for the local authorities , the community and other bodies in the development and management of public playgrounds and play areas.

	Action no 7. Develop a framework for the future roles and responsibilities for the local authority, the community and other bodies in the development and management of public playgrounds and play areas.

	

	Responsibility:  South Dublin County Council

	

	Timeframe:   12 months . 


Objective 5.   Support and enable local communities to maximize opportunities for play provision by providing guidance on location and access, equipment and safety, the landscape and amenities, maintenance and supervision.

	Action no 8.  Provide guidance on location , access, equipment and safety, the landscape and amenities, maintenance and supervision.

	

	Responsibility:  South Dublin County Council

	

	Timeframe: In conjuction with Play Policy .( See Appendix 1.)


	Action no 9. To investigate opportunities for creating home zones where the living environment predominates over traffic.

	

	Responsibility: South Dublin County Council .

	

	Timeframe: Ongoing. 


Objective 6.   Raise the awareness of  play within the local authority, other relevant agencies and the wider community.
	Action no 10.  Boards of Management of schools  to include a statement  about the value of play and enhanced opportunities for play as part of their overall school plan.

	

	Responsibility: Department of Education and Science.

	

	Timeframe: Ongoing.


	Action no 11. Investigate the possibility of appointing Play Development Officers to promote play and play facilities within the County

	.

	Responsibility:  South Dublin County Council.

	

	Timeframe:   Ongoing


	Action no 12  Seek the Appointment of a Designated Play Officer

	

	Responsibility: South Dublin County Council

	

	

	Timeframe:  Ongoing.


	                              APPENDIX  1.


Developing a Playground / Play area.

Playgrounds / Play Areas should be designed and provided to meet the specific needs of the community. The local community should be consulted across the range of parents, carers and young people before making decisions on play.


Provision:

When a playground / Play area is being developed, the following factors should be considered:-

· Different Types of Play Facilities

· Location and Access

· Equipment and Safety

· Landscape

· Amenities

· Maintenance and Supervision

Different Types of Play Facilities:

Different aspects of play will require different types of provision to challenge children. A wide range of play opportunities should therefore be considered, and where viable, provided. 

Location and Access 

The following should be considered when choosing an appropriate site:

· Should be in areas, which allow for passive or active supervision at all times

(e.g. be observed by neighbouring houses, other buildings, or be close to a community centre and / or other public areas.

· Should where possible , be centrally located where there is public demand for playground areas.

· Should be in a well used area

· Will be in an area with sufficient lighting.

· Should take advantage of sunlight, views and landscape features.

· Must be separated from hazards by low fencing or other suitable barriers.

· Will have suitable entry and exit points ( preferably two )

· Will be adjacent to footpaths, or other walkways, which have reasonable access

( i.e be manageable for wheelchair users  and / or for two adults to walk with a child each in a pushchair). A minimum width of 1.5 metres is recommended.

· Will allow adequate access for emergency and maintenance vehicles to the playground / play area

· Should be mindful of the universal design concept and inclusive design principles.

Equipment and Safety

· All designs should give consideration to the different development needs and ability ranges of the differing age groups of young  people. The needs of young people with additional needs should also be considered at this stage.

· There should be a clear separation of equipment in playgrounds for the differing age groups

· All equipment selected must meet with current Irish  Standard   I.S.EN 1176 Parts 1-7 which provide guidance on installation, inspection, maintenance and operation of playground / play equipment.

The following factors should be considered during equipment selection:-

· Equipment warranty.

· Maintenance requirements

· After sales service

· Availability of spare parts

· Age of user

· Play Function

Consideration ,should be given to children and young people with disabilities and  additional needs, for example, equipment such as activity panels that may be accessible to wheelchair users at ground level, wide slides, etc could be incorporated in the design

· The surfacing of the play area must conform to Irish Standard I.S.EN 1177 which specifies requirements for impact absorbing surfacing to be used in children’s playgrounds.Impact attenuating surfacing must be provided where necessary to reduce the incidence / severity of injury to children using the playground/ play area..

· The playground should be designed to incorporate features which allow for reasonable access for everyone and in particular access to the play structures.

· Sufficient lighting must be provided.

Landscape:

· Where possible, enough space should be reserved for expansion.

· Open space should be provided for free play purposes

· Provide opportunities for children to experience seasonal changes and to learn to respect and protect a range of natural environments

Seating:

Seating must be provided and well positioned, ( i.e.facing the play area ) within the play area.

Seats should also be provided with backrests for elderly or carers or people with diabilities and benches should be designed to allow for disabled access. 

Maintenance and Supervision:

General requirements in relation to maintenance and inspection are set out in Irish Standard I.S. EN 1176 Part 7. In order to reduce the liklehood of accidents, an appropriate inspection and maintenance schedule should be put in place for every playground. It is important that records of inspection and maintenance are kept in a safe place where they can be accessed as necessary.

Installed playground equipment must be maintained in good working order and be safe for use. Manufacturers guidance on maintenance and inspection should be supplied with the equipment and the instructions should be followed.

Playgrounds require some level of adult supervision. This can vary from parents/guardians of the children using the playground to full time employed play workers. Adult supervision should ensure that fair play is maintained in the playground and that children do not use equipment unsuited to their age.”
Following contributions from Councillors M. Ardagh, C. Keane, E. Walsh, T. McDermott, S. Laing and A. White, Mr. G. Fitzgibbon, Administrative Officer responded to queries raised by the members and the report was ADOPTED.


TR/255/06
NEW WORKS
It was NOTED that there was no business received under this heading.

TR/256/06
CORRESPONDENCE

It was NOTED that there was no business received under this heading.

TR/257/06
CATHAOIRLEACH’S BUSINESS

It was NOTED that there was no business received under this heading.

TR/258/06
WATER LEISURE STRATEGY    

It was proposed by Councillor C. Keane and seconded by Councillor A. White 

"That this Council recommends that the Rathfarnham area be included in the review of the SDCC Water Leisure Strategy – it does not even merit a mention in the current strategy - even though it was requested at that time (2000).  Taking into consideration that this Council is divided by electoral area this must be reviewed."  

The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was READ and NOTED:

“Two New Swimming Pools are currently under construction at Jobstown, Tallaght and at Clondalkin Sports and Leisure Centre, costing €16.3m and €12.7 m respectively. Grant aid in the sum of €3.8m has been approved by the Department of Arts Sport and Tourism towards the cost of each project. 

The Department of Arts, Sport and Tourism Swimming Pool grant aid programme has been closed to new applications since 31st July 2000. In a reply dated 25th August 2005 the Department stated as follows;

“The current priority in relation to the Programme is to support the proposals currently on hand and new proposals for swimming pools are not being considered at this time. However the Department is carrying out an Expenditure Review on the Swimming Pool Programme, which is examining, among other things, how the programme has worked to date, the benefits which have occurred to the areas where pools have been built under the existing programme and what amendments, if any, are required to ensure the effective and efficient delivery of the programme. On the completion of that review the question of re-opening the swimming pool programme to new projects will be considered taking into account the recommendations emanating from the review. Local Authorities will be notified if a decision is taken to re-open the Programme.”

At the meeting of the Strategic Policy Committee on Sport, Recreation, Community and Parks held on the 16th November 2005 it was agreed to recommend to the Council that the Water Leisure Strategy, as adopted by the Council be reviewed. This recommendation was approved by the Council at its December Meeting. 

This review is being carried out in – house and the main approach being adopted is to assess progress to date on the implementation of the key recommendations for the provision of swimming pools as contained in the original strategy and to consider ways to advance / re-access remaining key recommendations. Account will also be taken of the review at Central Government level of the Swimming Pool Programme.

The development of the strategy was commissioned by the Council having regard to a number of factors affecting the administrative area of the County such as population growth trends, young age population structure, average household size, income growth levels, availability of existing pools/fitness centres and growth in participation levels.

The key recommendations of the strategy now being reviewed were based on assessment of need, review of best practice and existing water leisure provision.  

It is planned that the Council’s Review when completed will in the first instance be presented to the Strategic Policy Committee on Sport, Recreation, Community and Parks and then to the Council.”

It was AGREED that a further report would be presented to the next meeting of this Committee.
PARKS BUSINESS

TR/259/06 
QUESTIONS
It was proposed by Councillor A. White, seconded by Councillor J. Lahart and RESOLVED:             
“That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13, questions numbered 6 to 10 inclusive be ADOPTED 

and APPROVED.”

TR/260/06
WELLINGTON LANE ROUNDABOUT UPGRADE 

QUESTION:
Councillor C. Keane
“To ask the Manager for an update on the Wellington Lane Roundabout upgrade; and the Greentrees/Whitehall Road  roundabout upgrade as previously agreed?"

REPLY:

Works on the further development of the Wellington Lane roundabout and the upgrade of the Greentrees/Whitehall Road roundabout will commence within the coming weeks with a view to completion of works by early summer.


TR/261/06
TERENURE/RATHFARNHAM AREA – SKATEBOARD PARK   

QUESTION:
Councillor C. Keane
“To ask the Manager when is the TRAC area getting the skateboard park – it was agreed that each electoral area would be considered?" 

REPLY:

The proposed skatepark at Lucan is a pilot project for the Council.

The operation of this skatepark will be monitored and reviewed after which    the possibility of providing additional skatepark facilities in other locations, will be examined.


TR/262/06
BROOKWOOD ESTATE – ANTI SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR    

QUESTION:
Councillor C. Keane
“To ask the Manager to state how is the Anti-social behaviour unit proposes addressing the problem of anti-social behaviour reported previously at Brookwood estate Rathfarnham –i.e. adjacent to river /pubic open space and residential cul-de-sac.?"

REPLY:

The anti-social behaviour unit deals with Council owned estates and its brief does not extend to private estates.  


Discussions are ongoing with residents of Brookwood to identify measures to address the issue of anti-social behaviour in the area.  


Thinning and pruning of undergrowth has been recently undertaken to reduce cover and deter loitering in the vicinity of the riverside walkway.


Residents are advised to contact the Gardai when they observe occurrences of anti social behaviour.

TR/263/06
TYMON PARK – CAFÉ

QUESTION:
Councillor E. Walsh
“To ask the Manager for an up date on the proposed cafe facility in Tymon North Park and when the proposed cafe facilities will be open to the public.   Please also indicate if any further facilities are proposed?"

REPLY:
Expressions of Interest are currently being sought for the operation of a café facility in Tymon Park.  

The location, opening arrangements and type of facility has yet to be determined depending on the response received.  

TR/264/06
LIMEKILN ROAD – CAR PARK     

QUESTION:
Councillor E. Walsh
“To ask the Manager to outline to this committee the plans he has to develop the car park on Limekiln Road following the removal of a number of trees that surround the car park and will he make a statement of the issue?"

REPLY:
Trees and scrub, comprising mostly poplar and sycamore species, were recently removed to improve security and promote greater usage of the car park serving Tymon Park from Limekiln Road.  

The area will be temporarily reinstated with grass and secured with bollards pending the preparation of a plan to upgrade the car park in tandem with the proposed development of a new sports pavilion.  Proposals for the redevelopment of the car park will include a revised layout for both vehicular and pedestrian access to the park, provision of an increased number of car park spaces and new tree and shrub planting.  

A plan illustrating these proposals will be presented to a future meeting of the Terenure Rathfarnham Area Committee.

TR/265/06  
REPORT ON PUBLIC CONSULTATION PROCESS UNDER PART 8 PLANNING 

AND DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS – TYMON PARK SPORTS PAVILION

The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was READ:
“REPORT:

The following report was Noted at the Meeting of the Committee held on 13th December 2005:-

“For a number of years, the Parks Department have been dealing with the Limekiln Rounders Club, responding to their request to have a pavilion in Tymon Park, where they have been playing rounders for the past 20 years. The club successfully formed an alliance with soccer clubs in their area and with Council support, submitted applications for sport capital funding. The applications were submitted under the name of TASC –Tymon Athletic Sports Club, which is comprised of the following eight clubs.

	Greenpark Football Club
	Limekiln Rounders Club

	Belgard Wanderers FC
	Earl Celtic AFC

	Greenpark Ladies Football Club
	St. Mary’s Football Club

	Limekiln Football Club
	Echo Celtic Football Club


In 2003 the Council engaged a consultant who prepared a study and this year the application was submitted by the Parks & Landscape Services to the Department for Sports Capital funding and it received a grant award of €400,000.

Two meetings were held with the representatives of TASC over the past few weeks to discuss the programme for utilising the grant.  That entailed a review of the proposed layout of the building to enable it to match the available fund.  

The Limekiln Rounders already have some funding available for this project, however, TASC propose that each club would aim to provide some funding through fund raising.  

Attached is a location plan and sketch layout for the proposed pavilion for the commencement of the Part 8 Planning Consultation procedures.

Whilst that process is in train the necessary drawings and specification will be prepared to enable tenders to be invited for its construction”.

The proposal was advertised in accordance with Part 8 of the Planning and Development Regulations with the Plans and particulars being available for public inspection from 12th January to 10th February 2006 inclusive.

The latest date for making observations on the proposal was 24th February 2006.

No observations or submissions were received within the Statutory period.

As the development is in accordance with the 2004-2010 County Development Plan and with the proper Planning and Development of the area it is proposed to proceed with the construction of the Pavilion in Tymon Park as displayed in the Part 8 process as soon as all the necessary finance is identified.

If the Committee are in favour of the proposal as outlined above the matter will be brought to the April Meeting of the County Council.”

It was proposed by Councillor E. Walsh and seconded by Councillor T. McDermott and the proposal outlined in the foregoing report be AGREED. 

TR/266/06  
NEW WORKS

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.

TR/267/06
CORRESPONDENCE
It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.


TR/268/06
CATHAOIRLEACH’S BUSINESS

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.

TR/269/06      ELY ARCH – POTENTIAL USES 

It was proposed by Councillor J. Lahart and seconded by C. Keane.

“That the Council, in the context of the Development Plan, and in light of the obvious support from colleagues, as demonstrated by questions & motions, seriously examines potential uses for Ely Arch, either in partnership with other agencies that may or may not have ownership or part-ownership of it, or independently, having regard to its prominent position as a gateway to our county, and having regard to its architectural design and quality and historical significance."

The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was READ and NOTED:
“At the February Meeting of the Committee the following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:
“The Parks Department has sought the advice of a conservation Architect with regard to the current structural condition of the Ely Arch on Lower Dodder Road and has referred a copy of his recommendations to the Council’s Architects Department for consideration.  


In addition, liaison is ongoing with the Council’s Public Lighting section with a view to lighting the Arch.  


The green space area adjoining the Ely Arch at Rathfarnham is maintained as part of the Parks Department’s seasonal grass cutting programme. 


Litter picking and weed control are periodically undertaken as necessary.”  

Following a discussion to which Councillors A. White, M. Ardagh, C. Keane, J. Lahart, E. Walsh and T. McDermott contributed, the report was NOTED and it was AGREED that a further report would be presented to a future meeting of this Committee.

This report is being compiled at present and will be presented to the Committee when completed.”

The meeting concluded at 5.40 p.m.

Siniú  ________________              Dáta ________________ 

           An Cathaoirleach
