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	COMHAIRLE CHONTAE ATHA CLIATH THEAS


	SOUTH  DUBLIN  COUNTY  COUNCIL


MINUTES OF MEETING OF THE TALLAGHT AREA COMMITTEE 

(Dealing with Environment, Community, Parks and Housing)
HELD ON 20th MARCH,  2006
PRESENT

	Councillors
	Councillors

	Corr, M
	King, C

	Daly, J
	Maloney, E

	Daly, M
	Murphy, M

	Hannon, J
	Neville, J

	Jones, C
	Warren, K


An Cathaoirleach, Councillor E. Maloney presided.

OFFICIALS PRESENT

	Director of Community Services
	P. Smith

	Senior Executive Officers
	P. Murphy, M. Coleman, B. Coman, M. O Shaughnessy

	County Architect
	B. Brennan

	Senior Parks Superintendent
	C. Boylan

	Administrative Officers
	J. Kilgarriff,  C. Ward

	Senior Staff Officer
	J. Kelly

	Staff Officer
	K. Nicholls


T/226/06
CONFIRMATION AND RE-AFFIRMATION OF MINUTES

Minutes of Tallaght Area Committee Meeting held on 20th February, 2006 which had been circulated, were submitted and APPROVED as a true record and signed.  

It was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney, seconded by Councillor K. Warren and RESOLVED:

“That the recommendations contained in the Minutes of the Tallaght Area Committee held on 20th February, 2006 be ADOPTED and APPROVED".

ENVIRONMENT BUSINESS

T/227/06
QUESTIONS

It was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney, seconded by Councillor J. Neville  and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13, questions 1 - 4 inclusive, be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”

T/228/06
INCREASE IN BIN TAGS
Question:
Councillor C King

"To ask the Manager to clarify why he/she did not include in his/her submission to last November’s budget meeting the proposal to increase the cost on bin tags from €6 per tag to €8 per tag and can he/she make a statement on the matter?”

Reply:

During discussion on the Budget in December 2005, the Manager stated that a review of the Bin Tag prices would be undertaken early in the New Year. This review has now taken place and the following report was noted at the meeting of the Council on the 13th March last.

‘‘Report on Increase in Environmental Waste Charge

WASTE MANAGEMENT SERVICE
South Dublin County Council’s Waste Management Service is provided to almost 84,000 households in the County and to businesses, schools and community facilities. Household waste is collected on a weekly basis by Council staff and the waste collected is then baled at the Council’s Baling Station at Ballymount and transported to the Council’s engineered and EPA licensed landfill in Arthurstown, Co Kildare. In 2005, over 61,000 tonnes of household refuse were collected from households in the County, with an average presentation rate of 25 lifts per household.

In addition to the grey bin collection for residual waste, the Council also funds a household collection service for recyclable waste - green bin, which is provided by a contractor on the Council’s behalf.  In 2005, the range of materials collected for recycling in the green bins in South Dublin County amounted to over 12,600 tonnes and included newspapers, card and pamphlets, aluminium and steel cans and tetrapak  cartons. The tonnages presented for recycling in the County are steadily increasing each year, thus increasing the amount of waste diverted from landfill.  

PAY-PER-USE SYSTEM

In compliance with EU policy and with Government policy, the Council is required to apply the “Pay per Use” system to Environmental Waste Charges. Pay per Use is a fair system which links the charge to the amount of waste each household produces. The system enables householders to control their own costs by minimising the waste they produce in the first instance and also to make a contribution to the environmental good by limiting the amount going to landfill and diverting recyclable materials for recycling. This brings environmental gains to society and to present and future generations. In the EU hierarchy of waste options, the least preferred option is disposal to landfill. Charging users based on the amount of waste they produce encourages waste reduction, re-use and recycling which are the preferable options for waste management. 

In February 2004, the Council introduced a Pay per Use charge of €6 - 240 litre bin and €3 -140 litre bin following two years of annual fixed charges. The Pay per Use charge was set at a relatively low amount, to allow for householders to adjust to a new system.  The outcome of introducing the per-lift charge was that the tonnages collected in the grey bins reduced from 77,000 in 2003 to 63,000 tonnes in 2004, a reduction of 18%. During 2004 and 2005, waste presentation rates changed in response to the charging system and it has resulted in presentation rate of 25 times per annum, compared with the previous weekly presentation. 

COSTS OF PROVIDING THE SERVICE

It has been well documented that in the last ten years, the regulation and standards required in relation to how waste is collected and disposed of has resulted in huge cost increases. The demands for better standards of facilities and services are accompanied by a realisation that we are all responsible for the waste we produce, that our waste should be handled and disposed of in appropriate and sustainable ways and that the costs should be funded by those who generate the waste – Polluter Pays Principle.

The cost of providing the waste service consists of a number of elements.  These include the staff costs of collecting waste every week, the costs of baling 61,000 tonnes of waste, transporting the baled waste by container to landfill, and maintaining the infrastructure (baling station and landfill) in compliance with the stringent environmental standards of the Environmental Protection Agency. 

In relation to the recycling options, the costs include funding of the following; 

· The Civic Amenity Recycling Centre at Ballymount where a range of items is accepted free of charge,   

· The provision of and servicing bring banks ( glass, cans and plastic bottles  across 50 locations).   

· The operation of the Esker Green Waste Centre, with the additional cost since late 2005, of  transporting material to Co Kildare for composting.   

· The green bin collection to every household once every four weeks, collecting a range of materials (paper, card, magazines, books, cardboard food packaging, beverage cans including mineral and beer cans, steel food cans, and tetrapak cartons.)

REVIEW OF ENVIRONMENTAL WASTE CHARGE 

In the first quarter of 2006, a review was conducted by the Environmental Services Department of the costs of the service to the Council. The charge of €6 had been 

set in February 2004 and over the subsequent two years, costs had naturally increased.  The cost set in 2004 was only about half the cost of providing the 

service at the time, so clearly there was a necessity to keep pace with increasing costs and also to move gradually towards a full recovery of cost from those who use the service. The proposed charge of €8 per lift will represent about two-thirds of the cost per lift of the waste management services.

South Dublin County Council is one of a small number of counties in Ireland where the waste service is still provided  by direct labour. Following the increase which will take effect on Monday 3rd April, the Council’s charges will still be amongst the lowest in the country.

Householders can control their costs by minimising the amount of waste they generate, by using the following;

· The  green bin for recyclables 

· The Bring Banks  

· The Civic Amenity and Recycling Centre at Ballymount where a range of recyclables are accepted free and 

· A home composter. 

Composters are available from the Council (see www.southdublin.ie,environmental services pages) or from retail outlets.

The Council carries the cost of a generous waiver scheme, with each household qualifying for waiver receiving a total of 26 tags free of charge per annum. To further assist these householders to minimise the waste they produce for disposal, those who receive waiver of their Environmental Waste Charge may obtain a Home Composter free of charge, which will be delivered to their home by Council staff.

The new tag prices of €8 and €4 take effect for all collections from Monday 3rd April 2006, and the new price tag must be used from that date. If householders have unused €6/€3 tags remaining after this date,  these may be exchanged at the Council’s Cash Offices in Tallaght and Clondalkin on payment of the appropriate additional amount ( e.g. €6 tag plus €2 cash for a new €8 tag).  Tags will be NOT be exchanged in the retail outlets and shops. 

An information leaflet is being distributed to each household advising them of the changed price. Advertisements were placed in local press and posters have been issued to shops and retail outlets to notify the public.

WASTE MANAGEMENT PLANNING FOR THE FUTURE.

There is a range of projects and measures contained in the Waste Management Plan for the Dublin region 2005-2010 which will lead to a fully integrated service.  To provide a fully integrated waste management service there is a commitment to expand the service to include an organic brown bin collection, the material from which will be composted in regional facilities at Ballyogan in Dunlaoghaire Rathdown and at Kilshane in Fingal. This new element will contribute towards reaching the 

ambitious 59% target for recycling set by the four Dublin local authorities. Current levels of recycling in South Dublin County are approx 24% 

A further objective is to provide for the inclusion of plastic bottles in the green bin collection service. This will be enabled when the Regional Material Recovery facility is in place at Merrywell Industrial Estate,Ballymount, which will contain the plant and technology to allow for segregation of plastic bottles. Until this option is available, the Council has installed ten banks at various locations for the recycling of plastic bottles. Two further banks will be provided in the coming months, one in Quarryvale Community Centre in April and another at a location in West Tallaght as soon as possible.  The expansion of the Bring Bank network is an ongoing challenge as many communities want facilities but yet it is almost impossible to identify sites that are acceptable locally and accessible. The Working Group of the Environment Strategic Policy Committee meets regularly to find solutions in this area.

There is a proposal to develop a Recycling Centre to serve the Lucan/Clondalkin catchment area, which will facilitate a range of recyclables. Once the site has been identified design of the facility will commence.

Underpinning the environmental and waste management agenda is the need to grow awareness and provide information and advice to households, businesses, schools and communities. This is being delivered by the Environmental Awareness team of the Council and the Eco Week - commencing on 3rd April - will include community events to encourage composting etc.

The four Dublin local authorities work closely to develop the infrastructure and services for an integrated solution to Waste Management for the Region. This approach includes working with Repak and with industry to maximise the Producer Responsibility contribution. 

Fundamental to the elements of infrastructure, service and awareness to be delivered during the life of the Waste Management Plan is the objective that full cost recovery be achieved i.e.  that the cost of providing the service be carried by those who receive the service. The review of Environmental Waste Charge in South Dublin County from April 2006 is in line with this policy and further reviews of charge will take place in coming years as the various elements of the service are put in place and as integration of the system is established.’’

T/229/06
STREAM/DITCH BETWEEN CARRIGMORE AVENUE & CITYWEST GOLF CLUB
Question:
Councillor C. King
"To ask the Manager, to investigate the general unkempt status of the stream/ditch which is situated between Carrigmore Avenue ( Saggart ) and Citywest Golf Club, which is causing environmental health concerns to the residents in terms of rats etc and could the Manager in his/her response state who is responsible for the general maintenance of the area in question".

Reply:

On initial inspection of this open drain there was no evidence of dumping or litter in the area.  The Litter Warden has however been asked to carry out a further inspection over the entire length of this watercourse.  The matter has also been referred to the drainage maintenance section as the drain appears to be partially blocked in places due to overgrowth of branches and vegetation.  This matter has also been referred to the Environmental Health section for attention in relation to the complaint about rodent nuisance.  

The drain in question appears to be fenced off from the new Carrigmore houses and fenced in as part of the site which is to the rear of Carrigmore Avenue.  It appears that the responsibility for keeping it clean and clear from obstruction would lie with the landowner.

T/230/06
NO DUMPING/NO LITTER SIGNS

Question:
Councillor J. Neville

"To ask the Manager for an update on proposals to provide “no dumping/no litter” signs as requested by a number of Residents Associations and will the Manager please note the potential environmental effects of the provision of such signs and will the Manager make a statement on the issue?” 

Reply:

Arrangements have been made with the Housing Department to erect ‘no dumping’ signs at various locations.  A list of locations is being prepared at present and when completed this list will be forwarded to the Housing Department for implementation as soon as possible. The list will include housing estates where ‘no dumping’ signs have been previously requested.

T/231/06
CONNECTION TO THE SEWERAGE MAINS

Question:
Councillor Joe Neville

" To ask the Manager to have contact made with the resident at *details supplied as she is currently using a septic tank and wishes to connect on to the sewerage mains?”

Reply:

The Drainage connection application for the resident referred to in the question was received on the 21st February last. The Drainage Inspector has discussed with the applicant the stages required to advance the drainage connection. The application has been assessed and the Council has written to the applicant detailing the conditions for the connection and the charge involved ie €380. When the charge is paid the Council will issue an approval for the works.
T/232/06
NEW WORKS

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.
T/233/06
CORRESPONDENCE

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.
T/234/06
CATHAOIRLEACH’S BUSINESS
It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.
T/235/06
ANTI SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR ON KILTIPPER ROAD



It was proposed by Councillor C. King, seconded by Councillor M. Corr:

"That this Committee calls on the Manager, to investigate the ongoing and increasing level of anti-social behaviour on Kiltipper Way which has resulted in walls being destroyed with their debris being strewn about the road, bins being emptied and/or burnt in the general area of Cushlawn/Kiltipper Way with a view to the entire area being cleaned up and made safe for pedestrians, residents and motorists.”



The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was READ:

“The investigation of anti social behaviour activities is a matter for the Gardai. However various Council Departments assist where possible in helping to minimise the opportunities for such behaviour.

The Litter Warden patrols the area referred to in the Motion on a regular basis and if appropriate identifying evidence can be found fines are issued for dumping and littering.  The Cleansing Section has cleaned away broken down walls on cycle tracks and burnt out rubbish on green open spaces at this location in the last few months.  The Environmental Services Department will continue to liaise closely with the Estate Management staff for this area and with the Parks Department in an effort to have the area kept in as clean a condition as possible”.

Following discussion to which Councillors C. King, M. Corr, J. Daly and J. Hannon contributed, Mr. M. Coleman, Senior Executive Officer responded to queries raised.    The report was NOTED and it was AGREED that a Headed Item would issue to the next Tallaght Area Committee Meeting dealing with Environment Business. 

COMMUNITY  BUSINESS
T/236/06
QUESTIONS

It was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney, seconded by Councillor J. Neville   and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13, question 5 - 7, be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”
T/237/06
ANDANDAND GROUP
Question.    Councillor Joe Neville 

"To ask the Manager for a detailed update on the most recent meeting between Council officials and the "andandand group" and will the Manager outline what proposals are been followed through and will the Manager make a statement on the matter?."

Reply 

A Council official from the Community Services Department met with representatives of the And And And Foroige Club from the St. Dominic’s Area on 15th February ’06 to discuss their proposal to investigate the possibility of building a purpose built youth facility that would be available to all youth in the Tallaght Central area.

To assist the club to follow through on their proposal, they were advised that they should carry out a Needs and Feasibility Study and that they could apply under the Council’s Scheme of Grants for grant aid towards the cost of this study. A Grants Booklet and application form have been forwarded to the club and further contact will be made with the club to give them ongoing assistance and advice.

T/238/06
TYMON CELTIC – GRANT APPLICATION
Question:    Councillor Joe Neville 

"To ask the Manager for a detailed update on any grant applications submitted by Tymon Celtic and the current status of such an application and will the Manager make a statement on the matter?".

Reply 

No Grant application has been received from Tymon Celtic to date. 

T/239/06
ST. MARKS RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION
Question: 
Councillor Joe Neville 

" To ask the Manager for a detailed update on the issues raised at the recent deputation meeting attended by St .Marks Residents Association (that fall within the remit of this committee) and a time-frame for the implementation of said issues and will the Manager make a statement on the matter?".

Reply

A Deputation from St. Mark’s Residents Association was received in the Council on 23/02/06 and dealt with the following 5 items:

1. Stub wall around St. Mark’s Primary School and repair of roads and footpaths in Maplewood / Alderwood / Fernwood.

2. Provision of Weight Restriction signs, Parking Restrictions and Ramp in the Maplewood, Alderwood estates.

3. Housing development at Maplewood and drainage works required to solve flooding problems at Maplewood Drive.

4. Council’s plans to purchase houses or sites for house building in the Springfield area.

5. Provision of public lighting on open space between Birchwood, Fernwood and Lanndale Lawns.

None of the above items come within the remit of the Community Services Department.  However, the relevant Departments have been requested to forward an update position to the Councillor directly.  

T/240/06
APPLICATION FOR GRANTS

The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was CONSIDERED:
“Application for  grants  under the Council’s Community Grants Scheme has been received from the organisations listed below. Payment of these grants to these organisations, in accordance with the conditions of the Scheme, in the amounts set out hereunder, is recommended for approval:-

	Ref:
	Group

	Type of Application


	Date of Application
	Amount



	SCRA 1665/ GF 1371
	St. Anne’s GAA Club,

Bohernabreena,

Dublin 24.
	Single Interest Grant towards the building of an indoor sports hall.
	19/12/05
	€25,000

	SCRA 907/ GF 1380
	St. Patrick’s Day Parade, 

94 Drumcairn Avenue,

Tallaght,

Dublin 24.


	Community Activity Event with a Countywide Interest towards the cost of running St. Patrick’s Day Parade.
	06/02/06
	€3,000


	Ref:
	Group

	Type of Application


	Date of Application
	Amount



	SCRA 1612/ GF 1383
	Lughnasa Olympic Handball Club,

1 Tamarisk Court,

Kilnamanagh,

Dublin 24.


	Equipment grant towards the purchase of goal posts, benches, scoreboard etc.
	14/02/06
	€3,000

	SCRA 1666/ GF 1373
	Olympian Gymnastics Club,

8 Greenfield Park,

Firhouse,

Dublin 24.


	Countywide Community Activity Event with a Countywide Interest
	22/12/05
	€3,000


A Contribution is being made to the following groups:-

	Ref:
	Group

	Type of Application


	Date of Application
	Amount



	
	St. Anne’s Baton Twirlers,
9 Drumcairn Park,

Fettercairn,

Tallaght,

Dublin 24.


	Contribution towards the cost of a trip to Slovenia
	30/01/06
	€1,000


Application for Grants (Arts Act 2003)

Application for a grant under the Council’s Arts Grants Scheme has been received from the organisation listed below.  Payment of this  grants to this organisation, in accordance with the conditions of the Scheme, in the amount set out hereunder, is recommended for approval:-

	Ref:
	Group

	Type of Application


	Date of Application
	Amount

€

	SCRA 120 AGF 519
	Tallaght Choral Society

27 Brompton Court

Castleknock

Dublin 15
	Arts Grant for two choral concerts 1 in Dublin 1 in Liverpool in May and June 06
	13/2/06
	600


It was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney, seconded by Councillor J. Neville and RESOLVED:

“That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council approve payment of the above grants recommended in the foregoing report”.
T/241/06
LIBRARY/NEWS EVENTS

The following report  by the Manager which had been circulated was CONSIDERED:

March/April 2006

	Branch
	Events
	Date

	Tallaght
	Exhibition: 50 Years of Ireland’s Membership of the U.N.
	Month of March

	
	Chess Club for 8-12 Year-Olds Newcomers Welcome
	Wednesdays from 6.30pm - 7.30pm 

	
	Creative Writing (adult)

Booking required
	Wednesdays from 6.30pm - 8pm 

	
	Creative Writing Workshop with Neil Richardson for ages 10 - 14 years Booking Required
	Thursday from 4.15pm -6pm for 12 Weeks

	
	English Class Pre-intermediate Level Booking required
	Mondays from 6.30pm -8pm

	
	French Conversation Group Booking required
	Tuesdays from 11pm - 12.30pm 

	
	Irish Class for Improvers Booking required
	Tuesdays from 6.30pm - 8pm

	
	English Classes for foreign-national women.  Booking required
	Thursday Mornings from 10.30pm – 12noon

	
	Beginners Spanish 

Booking required
	Thursday Evenings from 6.30-8.00pm (Finishes 23rd March)

	
	Gardening Talk
	Wednesday 29th March from 7pm - 8pm

	
	Art Exhibition: Vivienne Rooney 
	Month of April



	
	Exhibition on 1916 


	Month of April

	
	Book Club
	Tuesday 4th April from 7-8pm, Seminar Room

	
	Parent and Toddler Group (check with staff, waiting list)
	Wednesdays from 10.30-12noon

	
	How to Grow and Use Your Own Medicinal Herbs with Gráinne Devaney 
	Wednesday 5th April from 7-8pm, Seminar Room

	
	Waster Watcher Workshop with SDCC Environment Department
	Wednesday 5th April

9.30 to 5pm

	
	Creative Writing Workshop with Neil Richardson (Age Group 10-14 years)
	Continues Thursday Evenings from 4.15-6.00pm for 12 Weeks. Booking Required

	
	Lecture on Samuel Beckett to be confirmed
	Monday 10th April 8pm

	
	Gardening Workshop. Details to be confirmed
	Wednesday 12th April from 7-8pm

	
	Gardening Workshop. Details to be confirmed
	Wednesday 19th April from 7-8pm

	
	Tallaght Local Historic Society

The Phoenix Park -  a park for the people by Brendan Nolan
	Wednesday 19th April at 8pm

	
	Shakespeare Lecture given by Niall MacMonagle
	Saturday 22nd  April at 2pm - 4pm


For further information contact 4620073

March/April 2006

	Branch
	Events
	Date

	Castletymon
	Housebound Service
	First Tuesday of the month – 4th April

	
	Adults Book club 

Perfume by Patrick Suskind is this month’s book club book.
	Tuesday 28th March from 11am to 12noon

	
	Computer Classes for beginners Booking Essential
	Wednesdays from 10am to 12noon

	
	Spanish Classes for Improvers

New members welcome
	Fridays from 9.45am – 10.45am


 For further information contact 4524888


The report was NOTED.
T/242/06
NEW WORKS


It was NOTED there was no business under this heading

T/243/06
CORRESPONDENCE
It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.

T/244/06
CATHAOIRLEACH’S BUSINESS 

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.

PARKS BUSINESS
T/245/06
QUESTIONS

It was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney, seconded by Councillor J. Neville and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13, questions 8-12 be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”

T/246/06
TREE PLANTING – WESTPARK ESTATE
QUESTION: Councillor Joe Neville

“To ask the Manager for an update on the time-frame for the completion of  the proposed tree planting for Westpark estate?."

REPLY:
A  programme of replacement tree planting has been carried out a along the boundary of the open space at Westpark, Tallaght.  This work was carried out to replace the overgrown poplar trees which were removed in 2005 and was completed over the last 2/3 months.   It is proposed to complete the work in the next 2 to 3 weeks with further tree planting along the boundary of the open space adjoining the Belgard Road.
T/247/06
PRUNING OF  BUSHES ADJ. TO THE OLD CROSSWINDS SITE ON OLD BELGARD ROAD.
QUESTION: Councillor Joe Neville

“To ask the Manager to have removed and or radically pruned the bushes adjacent to the old Crosswinds site on the Old Belgard Road in view of the recorded history of anti-social activity at this location and the amount of litter/debris recently uncovered by the concerted cleanup organised by Belgard Heights Residents Association in recent weeks and will the Manager make a statement on the matter?."

REPLY:
The existing boundary between the Crosswinds site and the adjoining open space consists of a hedgerow and mature trees which is generally in good condition.  

There is evidence to suggest that the cover provided by the hedgerow is being used for anti-social activity.  However, in the circumstances it would not be desirable to remove the hedgerow altogether as it has some wildlife value and it does help to screen this demolition site from public view.   

Arrangements will however be made to have the hedgerow cut back on the side facing the open space and this will be carried out as part of the works programme for the area.

T/248/06
PUBLIC OPEN SPACE BETWEEN MONALEA, WOODLAWN AND CARRIGWOOD, FIRHOUSE

QUESTION: Councillor Karen Warren
“To ask the Manager if he could organise a special clean up on the public open space between Monalea, Woodlawn, and Carrigwood in Firhouse, given the large amount of smashed bottles and debris which is within the open space and is a clear cause of concern to local residents who use this space for sporting recreational purposes, if some litter bins could be placed on the space in question as a means of deterring littering etc., and if he will make a statement on the matter?"
REPLY:
The litter on this public open space will be cleaned up within the next two weeks in tandem with the commencement of the seasonal grass cutting programme.

With regard to litter bins, it is the Council’s experience that people who use litter bins will not throw litter away and people who do not care and are the source of the litter there, do not bother to use litter bins anyway.  The provision of litter bins would also add to the maintenance workload of staff who are already fully committed.  

T/249/06
SCOIL CARMEL FIRHOUSE

QUESTION: Councillor Karen Warren

“To ask the Manager if he could outline the outcome of recent discussions between the Parks Department and Scoil Carmel in Firhouse, given the request on behalf of the school that public open space directly behind this school might be used as a recreational facility for children who attend the school, what agreements, if any, are being considered at this stage, and if he will make a statement on the matter?"

REPLY:

This land is not yet developed and consequently is not available for recreational purposes.  However, when development of these lands is completed, Scoil Carmel can be facilitated with their usage. Contact will be maintained with the School in this regard.

T/250/06
RE-SOD OR RE-SEED PUBLIC OPEN SPACE

QUESTION: Councillor Karen Warren

“To ask the Manager if he would agree to re-sod or re-seed the poor condition of the public open space at (Details Supplied)given the fact that the residents adjacent to this open space have continually asked South Dublin County Council to do something with the lands in question over many years, if a solution to this problem can be found, and if he will make a statement on the matter?
REPLY:
This area of public open space between Monalea Wood, Monalea Grove and Monalea Park is scheduled for improvement works as part of the 2006 Parks Works Programme.  

A sum of €15,000 has been allocated for this project.  
T/251/06
NEW WORKS
(a) Ballymount Cemetery
The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was  CONSIDERED:

“New Works - Update on Ballymount Park Access.

The Council’s Law Agent is currently examining the Lease and Licence Agreement between South Dublin County Council and Glasnevin Cemetaries Group Ltd and the planning permission granted. Due to the complexities of the matter the examination is continuing.

The Law Agent’s findings will be forwarded to the Committee Members when to hand.

Further discussions have recently taken place with Glasnevin Cemeteries Group Ltd.  And they have now agreed to provide the Council with keys to the gate/barrier. Glasnevin Cemeteries will continue to open the gates daily at 7.30 am while the Council’s Park Ranger service will close the gates on a daily basis”.
Mr. B. Coman, Senior Executive Officer summarised the report.   Following discussion to which Councillors E. Maloney, M. Murphy, J. Neville, J. Daly and K. Warren contributed, Mr. B. Coman responded to queries raised.   The report was NOTED and it was AGREED that this issue be discussed with the Law Agent and progress be reported back to the members.
T/252/06
CORRESPONDENCE
It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.

T/253/06
CATHAOIRLEACH’S BUSINESS.
It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.
T/254/06
PLAYGROUND AT TYMON NORTH

It was proposed by Councillor M. Daly, seconded by Councillor C. King:
 “That this Committee recommends that the playground at Tymon North be re-developed to the standard of that of Willington.   This has served the people well but upgrading would benefit the public"


The following report by the Manager was READ:

“It is our intention to provide a modern playground in Tymon Park at Tymon North of equal standard to that at Willington and proposals will be brought to a meeting of Tallaght Area Committee in due course”.

Following discussion to which Councillors M. Daly, M. Corr and J. Neville contributed, Mr. B. Coman, Senior Executive Officer and Dr. C. Boylan, Senior Parks Superintendent responded to queries raised.    The report was NOTED.
T/255/06
WOODEN BOLLARDS AT GREEN AREA ADJ. TO ASHGROVE

It was proposed by Councillor J. Neville, seconded by Councillor E. Maloney:
“That this committee calls on the Manager to have arranged the erection of wooden bollards at the green area adjacent to Ashgrove as a matter of urgency in view of the frequent illegal vehicular access on to this green site and the consequent burning of cars and will the Manager please note that the proposed landscaping works for the Springfield area will not solve this problem?.



The following report by the Manager was READ and NOTED:


“Following recent discussions with St Marks Residents Association, it has been agreed to erect wooden bollards at a number of locations in Springfield Estate to secure open spaces from unauthorised access by vehicles.  A contractor is currently in the process of being appointed to undertake this work. 

The erection of bollards at Ashgrove Estate, on the side facing the houses, was not included on the original list of works discussed with the Residents Association.  In this regard, it has been agreed to consult with those residents facing the open space before any bollards are erected along the road/open space frontage”.   
T/256/06
OPEN SPACE IN AYLESBURY


It was proposed by Councillor C. Jones, seconded by Councillor M. Corr:
“That this committee supports the making of a strategic plan designed to develop the open space in Aylesbury over a set number of years".



The following report by the Manager was READ:
“The Parks Department has recently had discussions with the Pineview and Church Grove Environmental Group regarding proposals for the upgrading of the open space at Aylesbury and it has been agreed to proceed with a phased basis in the development and improvement of this open space.  

In this regard a sum of €20,000 has been included in this year’s Parks Works Programme as a contribution towards the cost of boundary improvements to the open space.  This funding will be used to commence the installation of a low concrete stub wall along the boundary of the open space fronting the Tymon Bawn Community Centre and facing the houses at Pineview, which are currently fully open to vehicle access. 

The erection of railings on top of the stub wall can be considered as a further phase of these improvement works as resources become available. When the perimeter of the open space is fully secure it would be desirable to also provide some footpaths”.  
Following discussion to which Councillors C. Jones, J. Hannon and J. Neville contributed Dr. C. Boylan, Senior Parks Superintendent responded to queries raised.    The report was  NOTED and it was AGREED that a Headed Item would issue to a future Tallaght Area Committee Meeting dealing with Parks Business.
HOUSING BUSINESS
T/257/06
QUESTIONS

It was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney, seconded by Councillor J. Neville and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13, questions 13 - 16 inclusive, be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”

T/258/06
AFFORDABLE HOUSING LIST
Question:
Councillor Caitriona Jones

“To ask the manager what the latest date of application to the affordable housing list was regarding all of the successful applicants who have been offered a property?”
Reply:

There is no closing date for which an applicant must adhere to in order to apply for Affordable Housing.

Recently an advertisement was placed in the Sunday papers inviting applications under the Affordable Housing Initiative . The closing date for these applications was the 10/02/2006.

T/259/06
LANEWAY AT CUSHLAWN DALE
QUESTION: Cllr. Cathal King

"To ask the Manager, to update the Committee on the progress made in relation to the laneway at Cushlawn Dale which was the subject of a motion passed two months ago, are there any proposals in this regard and has the opening of the voluntary units on Cushlawn Dale had any impact either positively or negatively and can he make a statement on the matter" 

REPLY
The County Architect has examined a range of solutions to address the outstanding issues at this location.  The Developer of the Deerpark development has agreed that a co-ordinated design solution for the interface is required.  
A preliminary presentation on this matter will be made to today’s meeting of the Area Committee. 

 

T/260/06
AFFORDABLE HOUSING SCHEME
Question:   Councillor J. Neville

“To ask the Manager for a detailed update on the number of applicants for affordable housing within the remit of this committee since the scheme was started, the number of applicants who were successful and the number of units due to come on stream within the next twelve months and will the Manager make a statement on the issues raised within this question?."
Reply:

There have been 320 applications for affordable housing from applicants living within the remit of the Tallaght area Committee. To date 148 of them have successfully purchased an affordable property.

"It is estimated that in the region of 327 units will be coming on stream over the next twelve months in the area within the remit of the Tallaght Area Committee.  In addition a further 80 units are expected to become available in the Tallaght area under the Sustaining Progress Agreement - Affordable Housing Initiative this year.

However it is difficult to accurately predict, when exactly units will become available as there are factors outside the control of the Council that impact on the completion of units i.e date development commences on site, climatic condition, economic conditions etc" 

T/261/06
TRAFFIC CALMING MEASURES ON FETTERCAIRN ROAD
QUESTION: Councillor Karen Warren
"To ask the Manager to state when the temporary traffic calming measures on Fettercairn Road will be removed in favour of the permanent measures that were promised when the new housing along Fettercairn Road was recently constructed, the likely time when such measures will be installed and if he will make a statement on the matter?"

REPLY
The temporary ramps on the 

Fettercairn Road

were installed by the contractor, in consultation with the Roads Department.  These temporary ramps were installed specifically to slow down traffic and will remain in place until all construction and site works have been completed. 
The proposed traffic calming measures for the internal estate roads of the adjoining estates have been completed. The Consultant Architect has confirmed that the works on traffic calming of the main distributor road are ongoing and are scheduled for completion over the coming weeks. 
It is anticipated to hand over the remaining 9 outstanding units at the end of March 2006. 

 
T/262/06
REPORT ON AFFORDABLE HOUSING


The report by the Manager which had been circulated was CONSIDERED:


“The Council's Housing Strategy, which was prepared in accordance with Part V of the Planning & Development Act 2000, was adopted by the Council at its meeting held on 11th June 2001.  This Strategy was reviewed and now forms an integral part of the County Development Plan 2004-2010, which was adopted by the Council on 10th November 2004. 

The strategy requires 15% of all residential developments to be reserved for Social/Affordable housing purposes.  The Council has been successful in the delivery of affordable housing under the following initiatives:

(a) Part V of the Planning & Development Act 2000 (as amended)

(b)
Joint Venture Schemes

(b) Integrated Area Plans

To date 403 affordable units have been procured throughout the County.

Location of units purchased within the remit of the Tallaght Area Committee:

Tymon  Farm


    3

Brownsbarn


    4

Montpelier

      
  28

Tuansgate


    8

Deerpark


102

Russell Square


100

Springfield Tallaght

  40

Westend Gate, The Square
  17

Total



302





Sales have been completed in respect of 241 of the above units.

Location of units purchased within the remit of the Terenure/Rathfarnham Area Committee:

Ros Mor, Scholarstown Rd


6

These units have been sold.

Location of units purchased within the remit of the Lucan/Clondalkin Area Committee:

Fforester, Lucan



 3


Ballyowen Lane



 4

Foxford Court, Ballyowen Lane

52

Hansted, Lucan



17

Monastery Road



  3

Rosebank, Clondalkin



16

Total





95






Sales have been completed in respect of 88 of the above units.

In addition to the foregoing it is estimated that countywide 480 units will become available by 31st December 2006 and a further 580 units  during the period of the Strategy.

It is also planned to provide an additional 1,000 affordable housing units countywide under the Sustaining Progress Agreement - Affordable Housing Initiative during the period of the Strategy”.
Following discussion to which Councillors E. Maloney, M. Murphy, C. Jones, M. Corr, M. Daly, C. King, J. Neville, J. Daly and J. Hannon contributed, Ms. M. O Shaughnessy, Senior Executive Officer responded to queries raised.    The report was NOTED.
T/263/06
REPORT ON HOUSING CONSTRUCTION PROGRAMME
The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was CONSIDERED:
“The up-to-date position of the construction programme for the County area is set out in the detail below: - 
Completions in 2004 :-

	Total
	No. of Units 
	81


Completions in 2005 :-

	Scheme Name
	No. of Units 
	Completion Dates

	Russell Square
	110
	2005

	Bawnlea
	7
	March 2005 

	Jobstown Village Core
	10
	March 2005 

	Cushlawn, Phase II
	31
	2005 

	Daletree, Ballycragh
	8
	September 2005

	Fettercairn Village
	22
	2005 

	Sub Total
	188
	


Completions in 2006 :-

	Total
	No. of Units 
	Completion Dates

	Fettercairn
	9
	February 2006 

	
	
	

	Sub Total
	9
	


On Site:-

	Scheme Name
	No. of Units on Site
	Completion Dates

	Fettercairn Village, Phase 1  Includes extension to crèche & community facility         
	9
	End of March

	Avonbeg, Phase 3
	47
	In phases September, 2006

	Fortunestown B, Phase 2
	66 (+52 Vol. Units)
	March 2006- June 2006

	Fortunestown B, Phase 4
	120
	March 06 - July, 2006

	Fortunestown B, Phase 1
	110
	May, 2006

	Deer Park (Joint Venture)
	119
	(In phases)March 2006 – April 2006

	Daletree (Part 5/Joint Venture)
	27
	Late 2006 

	Hunterswood (Part V)
	9
	Late 2006  

	Brookfield Village+ Community Facility
	16
	May 2006 

	Deerpark (Part V)
	36
	March – April 2006 

	Belfry
	35
	December 2006 

	Belgard Square
	44
	Late 2006 

	Sub.Total
	638
	






Contract Signed

	Scheme Name
	No of Units

	Cushlawn Phase 3 (SH278)
	Contract signed in the sum of €4,148,160.70 for the construction of 22 units with Owenbee Group, Unit 4, Fairways Mall, Donnabate, Co. Dublin on the 14th February 2006. Due to commence on site in April 2006 

	Sub Total
	22


Tenders Recommended

	Scheme Name
	No of Units

	Kilcarrig Phase 3 (SH274)
	Tender recommendation in the sum of €13,694,394 submitted to the DoEHLG for approval on 30/11/2005 for the construction of 80 units by D&I Construction Ltd., Tyrell House, Main Street Blessington, Co Wicklow 

	Sub Total
	80


Tenders being examined

	Scheme Name
	No. Of Housing Units

	Castlepark
	9(3 specially adapted units) DoEHLG approval received to accept a tender in the sum of €2,334,333.18 including VAT submitted by Paddy McHugh Building Contractor, Drumbohill, Portnoo, Co. Donegal.  To commence on site April 2006 

	Sub Total
	9


Tender Production

	Scheme Name
	No. of Housing Units

	Kiltalown Green
	28

	Sub Total
	28


Part 8 Approved by Council:- 

	Scheme Name
	No. of Housing Units

	Avonbeg Phase 4 (SH252)
	7 & St Muirins House – Cost Plan submitted to the DoEHLG for approval on 07/11/2005

	Sub Total
	7


Part 8 Advertised:- 

	Scheme Name
	Approx. No. Of Units

	Fortunestown B, Phase3 & 5
	160


At Concept/Design Stage:-

	Scheme Name
	Approx . No. Of Units

	Kilclare, Phase2
	30 (concepts presented to Tallaght Area Committee Meeting 16/06//2003)

	Kilclare Phase3
	15

	Knockmore House (incl. 15 units for Bernardos)
	60 (concepts presented to Tallaght Area Committee Meeting 16/06//2003)

	Whitestown Stream
	-

	Suncroft
	-

	Whitebrook Park
	- (concepts presented to Tallaght Area Committee Meeting 20/09/2004)

	Stocking Lane
	-(concept under preparation)

	Swiftbrook
	-(concept presented to Tallaght Area Committee Meeting 08/12/04)

	Rossfield Infill
	Concepts being prepared

	Fettercairn Phase 2
	Concept presented to Tallaght Area Committee 7th December 2005

	Castletymon
	Concept presented to Tallaght Area Committee 7th December 2005

	Sub Total
	105


Other potential sites are also being examined”.
It was AGREED to take Motion No. 5 in the name of Councillor C. King in conjunction with the above report.

It was proposed by Councillor C. King, seconded by Councillor M. Daly:
"That this Committee calls on the Manager to bring a report on the current status of the "concept plans" for infill housing  in the Fettercairn area Fettercairn which were noted by Tallaght Councillors when the concept was originally presented at this Area Committee".


The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was READ:
“In accordance with agreed procedures a presentation on the design approach to the next phase of infill housing in the Fettercairn area was made to the members of the Tallaght Area Committee at their meeting in December 2005. 
The concept plans for this infill housing in the Fettercairn area were developed for internal and community consultation purposes prior to the developed plans being advanced through to the Part 8 consultation process and public display.  Advertisements in this regard are being prepared for publication”.

Mr. P. Murphy, Senior Executive Officer summarised the report and Mr. B. Brennan, Co. Architect gave a presentation on Fettercairn Village and Rossfield Shop Site.

Following discussion to which Councillors C. King and M. Corr contributed, Mr. B. Brennan Co. Architect responded to queries raised.   The report was NOTED and it was AGREED that Part 8 Procedures be initiated.
T/264/06
NEW WORKS


It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.

T/265/06
CORRESPONDENCE

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.

T/266/06
CATHAOIRLEACH’S BUSINESS.

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.

The Meeting concluded at 5.30 p.m.

Siniú:
______________________

Dáta:
________________

An Cathaoirleach







