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MEETING OF SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL

MONDAY 10th APRIL 2006

MOTION NO: 1
Mayor's Business
Motion:  Councillor T. Ridge
That this Council re-assess the suitability of granting planning permission for off-licences in built up areas where there are large youth populations and where the original use of premises was not that of an off-licence and if necessary the permitted usage guidelines be changed to effect such change.

Report
As prescribed in the Planning And Development Act, 2000, when considering applications for planning permission, a planning authority is restricted to considering only the proper planning and sustainable development of the area, regard being had to 

(i) the provisions of the development plan,

(ii) the provisions of any special amenity area order relating to the area,

(iii) any European site or other area prescribed for the purposes of section 10(2)(c),……. ( this refers to the conservation and protection of the environment)

(iv) where relevant, the policy of the Government, the Minister or any other Minister of the Government,

(v) the matters referred to in subsection (4) .....(this refers to conditions which may be imposed), and

(vi) any other relevant provision or requirement of this Act, and any regulations made thereunder.

In considering a change of use to off-licence use the planning authority may only consider such matters as impact on residential amenity, including the restriction of opening hours, retail mix, parking, and other matters of a physical nature.

Social considerations are generally outside the remit of the planning authority, and in the case of off-licences, such issues are a matter for the relevant licensing authority, namely, the Courts.

