COMHAIRLE CHONTAE ÁTHA CLIATH THEAS
SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL


MEETING OF COUNTY COUNCIL

Monday, April 10, 2006

QUESTION 14
QUESTION: Cllr. Tony McDermott
To ask the Manager to outline the terms and conditions contained in the standard “Taking-in Charge” contract that the Council uses with developers, how often it changes and his general satisfaction with it.  Would the Manager also indicate the frequency of litigation relating to “Taking –in Charge” processes in the last three years and would he make a statement on the matter?
REPLY
The Council carries out taking-in-charge inspections on foot of the terms and conditions attached to each planning permission.  These conditions provide the legal basis on which the developer’s responsibilities in respect of the satisfactory completion of each development are based.
This Council has taken legal proceedings in the case of one development in the past three years where-the-taking in charge works were not satisfactorily completed.
The Security, which is lodged by the developer and held by the Council, in compliance with condition(s) of the planning permission, is released only on certification that the roads and services and the open spaces have been satisfactorily completed to taking-in-charge standard.
This procedure has been found to be the most effective means of ensuring that developers complete estates in accordance with the conditions contained in the planning permissions.

This Council has in place an ongoing programme of taking in charge of estates.  This programme is monitored on an on-going basis by the staff of the Building Control Section.        Councillors are updated by means of a Taking-In-Charge Progress Report which is presented on a quarterly basis to each Area Committee.  
Set out hereunder for the Councillor’s information is a listing showing the details of the estates taken in charge by the Council in the 6 year period to December 2005.   
	
	Estates                       
	Residential Units

	Estates taken in charge in 2000
	  15
	 2,076

	Estates taken in charge in 2001
	  29
	 2,805

	Estates taken in charge in 2002
	  13
	    600

	Estates taken in charge in 2003
	  25
	 1,528

	Estates taken in charge in 2004
	  32
	 2,063

	Estates taken in charge in 2005
	  18
	 1,536


