COMHAIRLE CHONTAE ATHA CLIATH THEAS

SOUTH  DUBLIN  COUNTY  COUNCIL

	Minutes of South Dublin County Council meeting held on 13th March 2006


	PRESENT


	Councillors
	Councillors

	Corr, M
	Maloney, E.

	Cullen, G.
	McCarthy, F.

	Daly, J.
	McDermott, T.

	Daly, M.
	Murphy, M.

	Dowds, R.
	Neville, J.

	Gilligan, T.
	O’Conchúir, S.

	Hannon, J
	O’Connell, G.

	Jones, C.
	Ridge, T.

	Keane, C.
	Tuffy, E.

	Keating, D.
	Walsh, E.

	King, C.
	Warren, K.

	Lahart, J.
	White, A.

	Laing, S.
	


OFFICIALS PRESENT

	County Manager
	J. Horan

	Directors / Heads of Function
	T. Doherty, P. Smith, F. Coffey, J. Walsh, C. Henehan, P. Poole, M. Pyne. 

	Senior Executive Officers
	G. Keogh, B. Coman, E. Cunningham, M. Judge, P. Murphy, M. O’Shaughnessy, F. Nevin, M. Coleman

	Senior Parks Superintendent
	C. Boylan

	Senior Executive Planner
	P. Devlin

	Administrative Officers
	J. Kilgarriff, C. Lehane, T. Shanahan, T. O’Neill, P. Fleming

	Environmental Awareness Officer
	M. Ni Dhomhnaill

	Senior Staff Officer
	U. Donnellan

	Staff Officer
	T. Fallon

	Clerical Officer
	M. Dunne

	IT Support
	G. McManus


The Mayor, Councillor T. Ridge presided. 

VOTE  OF  SYMPATHY

A minutes silence was observed as a mark of respect to the late Peter Rudden, father of Matt Rudden, Parks Department.

(C/0150/06) 
CONFIRMATION AND RE-AFFIRMATION OF MINUTES

a) Minutes of Meeting of South Dublin County Council, 13th February 2006 which had been circulated, were submitted and APPROVED as a true record and signed.

(C/0151/06)
TERENURE/RATHFARNHAM AREA COMMITTEE (1) - 7TH FEBRUARY 2006 DEALING WITH ROADS, PLANNING, DEVELOPMENT AND CORPORATE SERVICES
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.
(C/0152/06) TERENURE/RATHFARNHAM AREA COMMITTEE (2) - 14TH FEBRUARY 2006 DEALING WITH COMMUNITY, PARKS, ENVIRONMENT AND HOUSING
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

(C/0153/06)
TALLAGHT AREA COMMITTEE (1) - 20TH FEBRUARY 2006 
DEALING WITH ENVIRONMENT, PARKS, COMMUNITY (1 REPORT - GRANTS)  AND HOUSING
Community Business:

The report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

”Application for Grants

An application for a grant  under the Council’s Community Grants Scheme has been received from the organization listed below. Payment of this grant to this organisation, in accordance with the conditions of the Scheme, in the amount set out hereunder, is recommended for approval:-

	Ref:
	Group

	Type of Application


	Date of Application
	Amount



	SCRA 426/ GF 1372
	Kingswood Heights Residents Association,

13 Garrynisk Road,

Kingswood,

Tallaght,

Dublin 24.
	Equipment grant towards the purchase of lawnmower and strimmers
	22/12/05
	€500


A Contribution is being made to the following groups:-

	Ref:
	Group

	Type of Application


	Date of Application
	Amount



	
	An Garda Siochana,

Tallaght,

Dublin 24.
	Contribution towards hosting a Basketball Tournament in the Basketball Arena, Tallaght
	13/01/06
	€650

	
	Tallaght Swim Team,

c/o Balrothery Sports Complex,

Tallaght,

Dublin 24.
	Contribution towards hosting annual gala.
	12/01/06
	€1,200


Application for Grants (Arts Act 2003)

Application for grants under the Council’s Arts Grants Scheme have been received from the organisations listed below.  Payment of these grants to these organisations, in accordance with the conditions of the Scheme, in the amounts set out hereunder, is recommended for approval:-

	Ref:
	Group

	Type of Application


	Date of Application
	Amount

€

	SCRA 1670 agf 517
	Spirit Youth Service

Irish Wheelchair Association

St Kevins Family Resource Centre

KIlnamanagh

Tallaght

Dublin 24
	Arts Grant 

A short drama production performed by young people with disabilities
	13/1/06
	600

	SCRA 1667AGF 513
	Tallaght School of Drama

3 Cloonmore Road

Tallaght

Dublin 24
	Arts Grant Shoot a short film featuring children
	3/1/06
	300


It was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney, seconded by Councillor M. Corr and RESOLVED:

“That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council approve payment of the above grants as recommended in foregoing report”.

It was proposed by Councillor T. Ridge, seconded by Councillor K. Warren and RESOLVED:
“That the recommendations contained in the report of the South Dublin County Council Tallaght Area Committee (1) 20th February 2006 – Community Department be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”

(C/0154/06)
TALLAGHT AREA COMMITTEE (2) - 27TH FEBRUARY 2006
DEALING WITH ROADS , PLANNING (1 REPORT - DEVELOPMENT OF SITE),  DEVELOPMENT AND  CORPORATE SERVICES 
Planning Business:

The report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“Proposed Development at Site Southwest of Old Mill Pub, Old Bawn, Tallaght, Dublin 24
Development Plan

A portion of the site Southwest of Old Mill Pub, Oldbawn, Tallaght is zoned LC – To protect, provide for and/or improve local centre facilities.  

The remainder of the site is zoned G – to protect and improve high amenity areas.  Residential development is only permitted in the area if it accords with the rural housing policy

There are two Specific Local Objectives which pertain to the site

SLO 107 – to investigate the development of lands at Old Bawn for amenity purposes, in conjunction with the development of lands adjacent to the Old Mill Public House.

SLO 57 – Dodder Valley linear Park – Improvements  - Provide for the continued development of the Dodder Valley Linear Park including continued development of a walk along the Dodder River,  and also including development and expansion of  the Dodder Valley Linear Park by securing public access along the river bank from Oldbawn to Bohernabreena.

Planning Application

On 23rd September 2005 planning application Register Reference No. SD05A/0806 was received from Contorus Ltd. The proposed developments is for 

(1) Ceding approximately 3 hectares fronting onto Kiltipper Road to South Dublin County Council for future development of a public park;  

(2) a residential development of forty units in six blocks, varying in height from one to three storeys, fronting onto Bohernabreena Road:  two of these blocks will also contain basement level storage and parking for a total of 42 cars;  further surface level parking will be provided for 20 cars;  

(3) a two storey building in the existing car park of the Old Mill Pub fronting onto Old Bawn Road - it is to contain two restaurants at ground floor level (500 sq.m.), with terraces facing the new park and office space at first floor level (533 sq.m.);  

(4) the replacement of existing parking spaces lost to the new building to the southwest side of the Old Mill Pub.

At a site southwest of Old Mill Pub, Old Bawn, Tallaght, Dublin 24
On 15th November 2005 a request was issued for Additional Information relating mainly to matters of detail (see appendix 1)

The applicant responded to this request on 10th February 2006

Assessment
The commercial elements of the proposal, comprising two restaurants and offices, fall within the LC zoning (to protect, provide for and/or improve local centre facilities) and are acceptable in principle in this zoning.

The residential element, comprising forty units in six blocks, varying in height from one to three storeys, is within the G Zone (to protect and improve high amenity areas), and would materially contravene the zoning objective for that portion of the site.

Departmental reports

Environmental Services – no objections subject to conditions 
Dublin City Council  - no objections, subject to conditions.

Parks Department have no objection to the proposed development, subject to conditions.  They recommend that in the event of a grant the applicant be conditioned to provide a financial contribution of €5,000 per unit to facilitate the development of the 3 hectares it is proposed to be ceded as part of this application.

Roads Department  - no objections, subject to conditions

Objections/submissions
There are four submissions on file.

South Dublin Conservation Society

· Welcome the addition of lands to the Dodder Valley Linear Park

· Proposed apartments are contrary to the zoning

· Design would be out of character with surrounding area.

· A leisure centre should be located on the site of the proposed apartments

· Balcony for restaurant is obtrusive

Tom Fennelly (of Firhouse Community Council)

· Expresses concern in relation to the capacity of the foul drainage system to cater for the proposed development

· Expresses concern in relation to traffic in the area

· Concern expressed in relation to the environmental impact of the proposed development

· Intends to appeal to An Bord Pleanala if permission is granted

Mr K Rooney

· Concern expressed in relation to parking standards and construction traffic

· Development will add to traffic congestion in the area

· Development will impact on wildlife

Tallaght Community Council

· Concern expressed in relation to traffic

Part V – Social/Affordable Housing

The applicants have stated that they will comply with any statutory requirements under the Act in relation to Part V but have pointed out that it is unclear as to whether this site, due to its zoning, is exempt from complying with Part V.  In the event that they are required to comply with Part V the applicants have offered block F for this requirement.  Block F contains 6 apartments.

However it is considered that the proposed scheme is acceptable in that it:

· Will be furthering the objectives for the development of the Dodder Valley Linear Park as outlined in the South Dublin County Council Development plan 2004 – 2010.  This will be brought about by the ceding of 3 hectares of land into public ownership to form a public park with frontage onto Kiltipper Road and pedestrian access from Bohernabreena Road and Kiltipper Road.  €5000 per residential unit will be levied from the developer in order to landscape and develop the public park element.

· Provides passive surveillance of the Dodder Valley at this location which has been subject to antisocial activities

· Enhances and strengthens the local centre of Oldbawn by providing a mix of sustainable uses and services for the local community including some new office units and restaurants.

· Enhances and strengthens the local centre of Oldbawn by providing the development of a new street frontage onto the Oldbawn Road

It is therefore recommended that the material contravention procedure be initiated in accordance with section 34 (6) of the Planning and Development Act 2000.

Appendix 1 – Request for Additional Information

1. The applicant is advised that the proposed development would infringe upon two significant watermains on the site, and is therefore unacceptable. The applicant is requested to submit revised plans showing the exact route of the existing Dublin City Council watermains and the proposed Boherboy Water Supply watermains crossing the site. The applicant is requested to revise the layout of the proposed development to ensure that the proposed development would not be within the permanent wayleave areas.

2. The applicant is requested to carry out trial holes (under the supervision of staff from the Water Division of Dublin City Council), in order to verify the horizontal and vertical alignment of the arterial watermains within the development site. The applicant shall outline measures to ensure the protection of said watermains. The applicant shall submit same for the approval of the Planning Authority.

3. With regard to water provision, the applicant is requested to submit a watermain layout for the proposed development. This shall clearly show pipe sizes, pipe class, pipe route, location of all valves and hydrants as well as the proposed connection to the public watermain. The new watermain shall be looped or interconnected, to facilitate self- cleansing, rather than terminating in duckfoot hydrants. No part of any building shall be more than 46m from the nearest fire hydrant.

4. No foul drainage information has been submitted with this application. The applicant is requested to submit foul water drainage plans for the proposed development showing the location of all proposed drains, sewers, pipe sizes, gradients, manhole cover and invert levels within the site boundary, up to and including connection to the existing public sewer.

5. No surface water drainage information has been submitted with this application. The applicant is requested to submit surface water drainage plans for the proposed development, including basements, showing the location of all proposed drains, sewers, pipe sizes, gradients, manhole cover and invert levels within the site boundary, up to and including proposed point of final disposal.


6. The applicant is requested to submit details of proposed underground utilities in the vicinty of such aforementioned watermains, and shall consult with the Water Division of Dublin City Council and the Environmental Services of South Dublin County Council, to ensure compliance with requirements in relation to clearances and the protection of such watermains. The applicant is advised that, in general, no manhole or other underground service should be located within five metres of either of the watermains traversing the site. Any foul sewer pipe crossing the pipes should do so at right angles and should be constructed in an approved unjointed pipe across the full width of the wayleave. The applicant shall submit  revised drawings of same for the agreement of the Planning Authority.

7. The applicant has not outlined internal access doors to first floor bedrooms of Apartment One of Blocks B and C. These apartments have fenestration proposals on the northern elevation of the blocks. The applicant is requested to submit revised drawings for the agreement of the Planning Authority, outlining internal access doors to said apartments.

8. The applicant is requested to submit to the Planning Authority, for the agreement of the Parks Department, a detailed landscape plan with full works specification (including timescale for implementation), maintenance programme for a period of at least eighteen months and bill of quantities for the development of the open space immediately surrounding the residential development.  This plan to include grading, top-soiling, seeding, paths, seating, drainage, boundary treatment, planting and tree planting as necessary.  These works to be in accordance with South Dublin County Council's Guidelines for Open Space Development & Taking in Charge available from the Parks and Landscape Services Department.

9. The applicant is requested to submit to the Planning Authority, for the agreement of the Parks Department, a detailed landscape plan with full works specification (including timescale for implementation), maintenance programme for a period of at least eighteen months and bill of quantities for the development of the open space immediately surrounding the proposed restaurant building and the car park.  This plan to include grading, top-soiling, seeding, paths, seating, drainage, boundary treatment, planting and tree planting as necessary.  These works to be in accordance with South Dublin County Council's Guidelines for Open Space Development & Taking in Charge available from the Parks and Landscape Services Department.

10. The applicant is requested to submit to the Planning Authority, for the agreement of the Parks Department, a revised site layout plan to show pedestrian access gates to be provided into the area to be ceded for the development of a park at the following locations: : the Old Mill Pub Car Park; the proposed residential development; the area to the east of River Dodder off Old Bawn Road; the area west of river Dodder off Old Bawn Road; opposite the junction at Riverview.

11. The applicant is requested  to submit to the Planning Authority, for the agreement of the Parks Department, a detailed tree survey. This should indicate the location, species, age, condition, crown spread and height of trees/hedges/scrub. Information should be given on the proposals for removal/retention of these trees and measures proposed to protect them during the course of the development.

12. The applicant is requested to submit to the Planning Authority, for the agreement of the Parks Authority, details of proposed boundary treatments of the residential scheme and for the area to be ceded for the development of the future park.

13. The applicant has not outlined private amenity space, for Apartment 3, Block B and Apartment 3, Block C. This is considered unacceptable and not in compliance with Development Plan standards. The applicant is requested to revise the design of Blocks B and C, to allow for private amenity space in the form of private terraces to aforementioned units. The applicant is requested to submit revised drawings of same for the agreement of the Planning Authority.


14. The applicant is requested to submit proposals to ensure avoidance of overlooking from Block F onto ground floor terraces of block E.

15. The applicant is requested to provide details of bin storage and cycling storage facilities for the proposed development - both residential and commercial elements. The applicant is also requested to submit design proposals for such facilities, including ventilation and water supply proposals. The applicant is requested to submit associated drawings of same for the agreement of the Planning Authority.

16. The applicant is requested to submit photomontages of the proposed development when viewed from the Old Bawn Road and also from the new park area (Kiltipper Road).

It was proposed by Cllr. E. Maloney, seconded by Cllr. J. Daly and AGREED:

“That the material contravention procedure in accordance with section 34(6) of the Planning and Development Act 2000, be initiated”.

It was proposed by Councillor T. Ridge, seconded by Councillor E. Maloney and RESOLVED:

“That the recommendations contained in the report of the South Dublin County Council Tallaght Area Committee (2) 27th February 2006 – Planning Department be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”

(C/0155/06)
LUCAN/CLONDALKIN AREA COMMITTEE (2) - 24TH JANUARY 2006
DEALING WITH ENVIRONMENT, PARKS, COMMUNITY AND HOUSING (2 REPORTS- 1. EMERGENCY ACCOMMODATION; 2. SHELTERED ACCOMMODATION)
Housing Business:

The following reports by the Manager, which had been circulated, were CONSIDERED:

“The following reports were presented:

1. Report on the Provision of emergency accommodation for Homeless Persons in the Lucan Clondalkin Area

“A report on the provision of accommodation and services under the Council’s Homeless Action Plan 2004 – 2006 in this Committee’s area was presented to the January 2005 meeting of the Committee. The report noted that the provision of localised services for homeless persons was a key requirement of the Plan. It also noted that while progress had been made on the provision of transitional housing in the area, the provision of appropriate emergency accommodation for homeless persons required urgent action. Since that report considerable efforts have been made to progress the provision of this accommodation.

At the County Council’s Annual Budget meeting held on 8th December 2005, the following motion was AGREED:

“That this Council in its efforts to eliminate homelessness within the County agrees at this Budget 2006 meeting to provide accommodation for all those on our homeless list by initiating and agreeing accommodation proposals, this to be achieved by end of year 2006.”

As members of the Area Committee are aware significant efforts have been made during recent times to prepare and devise a strategy to plan and provide for the provision of emergency accommodation in the Lucan Clondalkin Area. While progress has been made in the provision of transitional accommodation, the provision of accommodation on an emergency basis has proved to be a particular challenge.

In order to expedite such provision it is proposed that the Committee’s area be divided into a number of distinct areas centred in effect on the main population areas. In this regard it is considered that the following centres of population will each require the provision of emergency accommodation for homeless persons:

· Central Clondalkin Town Centre area

· North Clondalkin area

· Lucan Town Centre area 

The Adamstown area has not been included in this report as this area is covered by the Strategic Development Zone Plan and the provision of the necessary social and affordable housing in that area is a specific objective of that Plan.

It is proposed therefore to present a series of integrated proposals which will address the current and future needs for the provision of emergency accommodation in each of the foregoing areas. In the first instance this report will address the requirements in the Central Clondalkin Town Centre area. The remaining areas will be the subject of future reports for consideration and approval by this Area Committee.

It is considered that the most appropriate approach is to prepare for consideration and approval by the Members, a listing of suitable sites in the Central Clondalkin Town Centre area in priority order. In this regard the following priority listing is proposed:

1. Site at Elmfield, junction of Nangor Road / Ninth Lock Road

This site is not in Council ownership and therefore the provision of emergency accommodation on this site will require negotiation with the proposed developers under the provisions of the Council’s Housing Strategy and Part V of the Planning and Development Acts.  It is recommended that the Members agree that the achievement of such an objective be set as a priority for such negotiations.

2. Site at C B Packaging, junction of Nangor Road / Ninth Lock Road

This site is not in Council ownership and therefore the provision of emergency accommodation on this site will also require negotiation with the proposed developers under the provisions of the Council’s Housing Strategy and Part V of the Planning and Development Acts.  It is recommended that the Members agree that the achievement of such an objective be set as a priority for such negotiations.

3. Site at junction of Newlands / Fonthill and Nangor Roads

This site is in Council ownership. The achievement of the objective could only be considered as an integral part of an overall integrated plan for the development of these lands for social and affordable housing purposes.

It is further recommended that priority be fixed in respect of either Site 1 or 2 in the foregoing list and that Site 3 act as a reserve in the event that the achievement of the objective on either Site 1 or 2 is not possible within a reasonable timeframe. In such event a further report will be presented to the Members of this Area Committee for their approval prior to proceeding with this option.

The Committee’s approval to the foregoing recommendations is sought.”

Following discussion it was AGREED that the Lucan Clondalkin Area Committee recommends that the recommendations contained in the foregoing report be ADOPTED and APPROVED.

2. Report on the Provision of sheltered accommodation for 

Persons in the Lucan Clondalkin Area

1. Site at Valhalla, Watery Lane 

This site is in Council ownership. Having considered the views of Members and local residents, it is recommended as an integral part of this report that this site be reserved for the provision of sheltered housing accommodation with a specific objective to address the needs of disabled persons who wish to pursue an independent / semi-independent lifestyle. In this regard it is proposed to present proposals under Part VIII in compliance with this objective to the Members for approval prior to the initiation of the formal Public Consultation Process. Such accommodation may be managed by a suitable approved housing provider with extensive experience in the provision of such accommodation. 

2. Site at New Road

This site is in private ownership but has been offered to the Council in part compliance with requirements under the Council’s Housing Strategy and Part V of the Planning and Development Acts. It has previously been agreed that this site be reserved for sheltered accommodation for older persons and it is now proposed to finalise the agreement under Part V and authorise the developer to proceed to construct the already approved scheme. Such accommodation may be managed by a suitable approved housing provider with extensive experience in the provision of such accommodation. 

Following discussion it was AGREED that the Lucan Clondalkin Area Committee recommends that the recommendations contained in the foregoing report be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”

On a point of order, Councillor T. Gilligan referred to an emergency motion that had been tabled by him at a recent meeting of the Lucan /Clondalkin Area Committee regarding outstanding issues at Lynches Lane, and following which a report to Council was expected.
Ms. P. Poole responded and it was agreed that a Headed Item on the matter would be on the agenda for the next meeting of the Area Committee.

It was proposed by Councillor T. Ridge, seconded by Councillor R. Dowds and RESOLVED:

“That the recommendations contained in the report of the South Dublin County Council Lucan/Clondalkin Area Committee (2) 24th January  2006 – Housing Department be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”
(C/0156/06) 
LUCAN/CLONDALKIN AREA COMMMITTEE(1) - 21ST FEBRUARY 2006  DEALING WITH DEVELOPMENT, PLANNING, CORPORATE SERVICES AND ROADS
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.
(C/0157/06)
  LUCAN /CLONDALKIN AREA COMMITTEE (2) - 1ST MARCH 2006
DEALING WITH ENVIRONMENT, PARKS, COMMUNITY (1 REPORT - GRANTS)  AND HOUSING 
Community Business:

The report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“Application for Grants

Applications for grants under the Council’s Community Grants Scheme have been received from the organisations listed below. Payment of these grants to the organisations, in accordance with the conditions of the scheme and in the amounts set out hereunder, is recommended for approval:-

	Ref:
	Group

	Type of Application


	Date of Application
	Amount



	SCRA  1030/ GF 1382


	St. Ronan’s National School,

Deansrath,

Dublin 22.
	Social Inclusion, Equality & Anti Poverty Grant.
	26/01/06
	€800

	SCRA 907/ GF 1391


	Lucan St. Patrick’s Day Parade,

43 Doddsboro,

Lucan,

Co. Dublin.
	Countywide Community Activity Event with a Countywide Interest
	17/02/06
	€3,000

	SCRA 651

GF 1369
	Quarryvale Community & Leisure Centre

Clondalkin 

Dublin 22


	Grant for Community Centre Based I.T.

Infrastructure
	5/12/05
	€4,000


Application for Grants (Arts Act 2003)

Application for a grant under the Council’s Arts Grants Scheme has been received from the organisation listed below.  Payment of the grant to this organisation, in accordance with the conditions of the scheme and in the amount set out hereunder, is recommended for approval:-

	Ref:
	Group

	Type of Application


	Date of Application
	Amount

€

	SCRA 934

AGF 514
	Lucan Community College

Esker Drive

Lucan

Co Dublin
	Arts Grant

towards the cost of arts workshops as part of arts festival.
	29/11/05
	500


It was proposed by Councillor F. Mc Carthy, seconded by Councillor E. Tuffy and RESOLVED:

“That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council approve payment of the above grants recommended in the foregoing report”.

It was proposed by Councillor T. Ridge, seconded by Councillor F. McCarthy and RESOLVED:

“That the recommendations contained in the report of the South Dublin County Council Lucan/Clondalkin Area Committee (2) 1st March 2006 – Community Department be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”

(C/0158/06)
STANDING COMMITTEES - ORGANISATION, PROCEDURE AND FINANCE COMMITTEE
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

(C/0159/06)
SPORTS, RECREATION, COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT SPC, 
8TH FEBRUARY 2006
The report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“Report of meeting of the Sport, Recreation, Community and Parks Strategic Policy Committee held on the 8th February 2006 in the Community Conference Room

Attendance

Members
Officials

Cllr M Daly



P Smith, Director of Services

Cllr D Keating



B Coman, Senior Executive Officer

Cllr J Neville


            C Boylan, Senior Parks Superintendent 

Cllr R Dowds



G Fitzgibbon, Administrative Officer

Cllr K Warren





A Pilkington



Apologies
A Shields










Cllr F McCarthy






C Johnston

An Cathaoirleach Councillor M. Daly presided.

1. Minutes of meeting of the 16th November 2005 – Agreed.


2. Matters Arising – Cllr. M. Daly stated that the Tallaght Stadium issue would be dealt with under A.O.B.
3. Arboricultural Programme

C. Boylan presented the Arboricultural Works Programme 2005-2006 and responded to matters raised by the Members.

4. Bonfire Report

C. Boylan outlined the work to date of an interdepartmental working group to consider the problems created by bonfires and how the Council might address same, and responded to matters raised by the Members.  C. Boylan to come back to the next SPC with a further report on measures for dealing with this problem.

5. Christmas Trees Recycling 2005

C. Boylan presented a report on the level of Christmas Tree Recycling and responded to Members’ queries.

6. County Play Policy – Update

G. Fitzgibbon informed the meeting that the final draft of the Play Policy was now completed and would be presented to the Area Committees, starting with the Tallaght Area Committee on the 20th February 2006.

7. New Works – Update

An update report on new works which come within the remit of the Committee, which had been circulated was noted.  Issues raised included: -

· Knockmitten Community Centre

· Brookfield

· Rowlagh Village Neighbourhood Centre


8. Any Other Business


Cllr. M. Daly raised 3 items under this heading

(i) Community Games – seeking an increase in funding from €5,000 to €7,500 – matter will be investigated.

(ii) FBD RAS Bicycle Races – seeking the support of the SPC to recommend that start of race should take place in Tallaght – advised that race organisers would need to formally write to the Council.


(iii) Tallaght Stadium – Cllr M. Daly outlined the present position.


P. Smith formally welcomed B. Coman to Community Department and thanked M. Coleman and Cllr. C. Tyndall for their input to this Strategic Policy Committee and wished them well for the future.  The Cathaoirleach and members of the SPC wished to be associated with these sentiments.

Meeting concluded at 7.00 p.m.”

The report was NOTED.

(C/0160/06) 
TRANSPORTATION SPC, 9TH FEBRUARY 2006 – CONFIRMED MINUTES OF MEETING 17/11/05
The report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:


“Minutes of Meeting of the Transportation Strategic Policy Committee

held on 17th November 2005 which were confirmed at the Strategic Policy Committee Meeting held on 9th February 2006.

Present:

Elected Members:

Councillor S. Laing





Councillor C. Keane





Councillor M. Murphy





Councillor E. Tuffy  

Councillor D. Keating

Sectoral Interests:

Mr.Tom Newton, Community Forum
                                      
 Mr. P. Gunnng, Transport Manager, Roadstone 

Council Officials:
Mr. E. Cunningham, Senior Executive Officer

Mr. J. McLoughlin, Senior Engineer

Mr. T. O’Grady, Senior Engineer

Mr. T. Curtin, Administrative Officer

Mr. H. Hogan, Mobility Manager

Mr. Paul Manamike, Executive Engineer.

Apologies Received:
Mr. F. Coffey, Director of Transportation and County Engineer 

An Cathaoirleach, Councillor S. Laing presided.

1.  
Confirmation of Minutes

Minutes of Transportation Strategic Policy Committee held on 15th September 2005 were confirmed and approved as a true record and signed.

2.
Mobility  Issues

Presentation was given by Mr. H. Hogan, Mobility Manager. A discussion ensued to which Councillors S. Laing, M. Murphy, C. Keane, Mr. E. Cunningham, Senior Executive Officer and Mr. T. Newton, Community contributed.  It was AGREED that a further report would be presented to a future Strategic Policy Committee Meeting in mid 2006.  

3.
Traffic Calming

Mr. T. O’Grady, Senior Engineer presented report.   A detailed discussion followed with contributions from Councillors S. Laing, C. Keane, D. Keating, M. Murphy, E. Tuffy and Mr. T. Newton, Mr. E. Cunningham, Mr. T.O’Grady and Mr. J. McLoughlin.   It was AGREED that a further report would be presented to the May 2006 Transportation Strategic Policy Committee Meeting and  that this report together with the current traffic calming request list would be circulated to the Area Committees.

In compliance with Standing Order No. 23 it was AGREED to suspend Standing Orders to deal with the following item. 

4.
School Bus Provision

 Presentation was given by Mr. E. Cunningham, Senior Executive Officer.  Following a lengthy discussion with contributions from Councillors S. Laing, M. Murphy, E. Tuffy and C. Keane it was AGREED to contact the County Statistics Officer and the report was NOTED.


The Meeting concluded at 7.15pm

Siniú ______________________      Dáta_____________________


An Cathaoirleach”
The report was NOTED.

(C/0161/06)
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT (PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT) SPC, 15TH FEBRUARY 2006
The report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“Report of Economic Development and Planning Strategic Policy Committee Held on 15th February 2006 in the Council Chamber

The Economic Development and Planning SPC on 15th February 2006 was attended as follows:

Councillors




Sectoral Representatives

Robert Dowds




Justin Byrne

Cáit Keane




Jim Fay

Fintan McCarthy




Noel O’Connor

Mick Murphy




Deirdre Mooney

Joe Neville

Shane O’ Connor

Eamon Tuffy

Eamon Walsh






OFFICIALS PRESENT

Tom Doherty, Director of Planning and Deputy Manager

Frank Nevin, Senior Executive Officer, Development

Colm Ryan, Senior Planner, Planning

Michael Kenny,  Senior Planner, Planning

Mairead Hunt, Temporary Administrative Officer, Planning

Confirmation of Minutes.



Councillor E. Tuffy advised that the Corporate Policy Group replied to previous questions raised regarding the minutes of SPC’s.  In this regard, the Corporate Policy Group had advised that there is to be no change made the format of the minutes.

Councillor M. Murphy queried the contents of the meeting agenda and how the items are formed.  Tom Doherty, Director of Planning agreed to list this item on the next agenda.

Item No. 1 (on SPC Agenda)

Presentation on “Towards a Liffey Valley Park” by Sean O’ Riordain.

Mr. Sean O’Riordan from ERM Ltd. made a presentation on “Towards a Liffey Valley Park”

There followed a discussion with contributions from Councillors M. Murphy, C. Keane, F. McCarthy and E. Tuffy.  Justin Byrne also made a contribution. 

Item No. 2 (on SPC Agenda)

Presentation on “IDA Ireland advanced Planning Application at Grange Castle”.

Frank Nevin made a presentation on “IDA Ireland advanced planning application at Grange Castle”

There followed a discussion with contributions from Noel O’Connor, Justin Byrne and Councillors C. Keane, E. Tuffy and R. Dowds.

Item No. 3 (on SPC Agenda)

Submissions from Members on Facilitating Expansion of existing businesses in South Dublin County.

Councillor E. Tuffy stated that the number on live register is above national average in Clondalkin and Tallaght and is increasing.

There followed a discussion with contributions from Councillor E. Tuffy, S. O’Connor, C. Keane and J. Neville.

Contributions were also made by Jim Fay and Deirdre Mooney.

Tom Doherty agreed to re-enter this item onto the next agenda for discussion.

It was requested that items and documents are received in advance of meeting.

It was agreed on enquiry by Councillor M. Murphy that a progress report on public ownership of lands be on the agenda for the next meeting.

Item No. 4 (on SPC Agenda)

Development Management – Consultation Draft Guidelines for Planning Authorities.

It was agreed that this item be deferred to the next meeting.

Item No. 5 (on SPC Agenda)

Policy on maintaining existing residential Cul-de-Sacs.

It was agreed that this item be deferred to the next meeting.

Item No. 6 (on SPC Agenda)

Schedule of Local Area Plans, Action Plans, & Studies to be completed pursuant to the County Council’s Development Plan 2004 – 2010.

The report circulated for information under this item was noted.”
The report was NOTED.

(C/0162/06)
ARTS, CULTURE, GAEILGE, EDUCATION & LIBRARIES SPC, 16TH FEBRUARY 2006
The report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“Report of Arts, Culture, An Gaeilge, Education & Libraries Strategic Policy Committee Held on 16th February 2006 in the Council Chamber

Attendance

Members

Cllr J Hannon


Officials

Cllr M Ardagh


P Smith, Director of Community Services

Cllr S O’Connor                         B. Coman, Senior Executive Officer

Cllr C Keane


I. Stobbart, Senior Librarian

Cllr J Neville


O Scannell, Arts Officer

Cllr G O’Connell


C Orr, Public Art Coordinator

Cllr J Lahart                             A.Nic Donnacha

B O’Gaibhin





J Fay

An Cathaoirleach Cllr. J. Hannon presided.

1. Minutes of meeting of 1st December 2005 – Proposed by J. Fay and seconded by Cllr. J. Neville and agreed.

2. Matters Arising – Agreed that any matters arising were on agenda for the meeting.
3. Market - Update

An update report which had been circulated was discussed to which the members contributed. Questions were raised in relation to the standard, quality and control of the proposed Market at High Street. It was also reiterated that the preferred location is in the Cultural Quarter at the Council offices.  

Following further general discussion it was agreed to refer back with a further report to an early meeting of the Working Group of Committee.

4. Public Arts Programme

A presentation was given by Caroline Orr on the Public Arts Programme  - Per Cent for Arts Scheme and an update on the Website /Info pack. 

The presentation was noted

5. Libraries Report

I. Stobbart, Senior Librarian presented an overview of current services being provided by the Libraries and responded to various queries from the Members.  This was followed by a further presentation by Ian on ICT AND Service Delivery and in particular Borrow Books.ie which is to be formally launched by the Minister of the Environment and Local Government at the County Library, Tallaght on Monday 20th February 2006.  

The Members welcomed the presentations.


6. New Works  - Update

An update report on New Works was noted as follows: -

· The proposed County Arts Centre

· Brookfield Community Centre

· Ballyowen Community Centre

· Kiltalown House

· Templeogue House

7. Any Other Business

A report on the Preparation of a Draft Language Scheme by the Council in accordance with Section 11 of the Official Languages Act 2003 was presented to the Committee. Members also raised the matter of holding an Irish Conference to raise the identity of the County. The report was noted.

B. O’Gaibhin indicated that over 60 events are this year scheduled for Seachtain na Gaeilge 

The meeting concluded at 7.10 pm.”
The report was NOTED.

(C/0163/06)
REPORTS REQUESTED BY AREA COMMITTEES
a) Local Authority powers in relation to acquisition of land.

The report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“Lucan Clondalkin Area Committee – Report on CPO powers

At the Lucan Clondalkin Area Committee meeting on 21st February the members requested that a report in respect of Local Authority CPO powers be brought to a full meeting of South Dublin County Council. The request was made in the context of a Motion from Councillor Fintan McCarthy in respect of educational/recreational facilities and a wider discussion in respect of the Liffey Valley. This request is in accordance with Standing Orders and the report is set out below.

Land acquisition by Local Authorities:

1. Part XIV of the Planning & Development Act 2000 (Section 213) provides for the the compulsory acquisition of land by local authorities.

213 (1) The power conferred on a local authority under any enactment to acquire land shall be construed in accordance with this section.

     (2) (a) A local authority may, for the purposes of performing any of its functions (whether conferred by or under this Act, or any other enactment passed before or after the passing of this Act), including giving effect to or facilitating the implementation of its development plan or its housing strategy under section 94, do all or any of the following:

acquire land, permanently or temporarily, by agreement or compulsorily,

Note reference to performing any of its functions, as highlighted.

2. The Local Government Act 2001 (Section 11(7)) affirms the right of a local authority to acquire land : 

7) A local authority to which subsection (3) or (4) relates shall—

     (a) continue to be a body corporate with perpetual succession and power to sue and be sued in its corporate name and to acquire, hold, manage, maintain and dispose of land or any interest in land,

     (b) have a seal which shall be judicially noticed and every document claiming to be an instrument made by it and to be sealed with its seal (claiming to be authenticated in accordance with subsection (8)) shall be received in evidence and be deemed to be that instrument without further proof unless the contrary is shown.

3. Section 213 of the 2000 Act gives a local authority the particular right to acquire land, by agreement or compulsorily, in order to give effect to, or to facilitate the implementation of the Development Plan.
4. In general, the power to acquire land compulsorily is given to a local authority for a particular statutory purpose whether that is a particular statutory purpose or one that will be required in the future. It is only where the acquisition is for a future purpose, not yet determined, that the acquisition, must be by agreement. (Section 213(3)(b)
(b) The acquisition may be effected by agreement in respect of any land which, in the opinion of the local authority, it will require in the future for the purposes of any of its functions notwithstanding that the authority has not determined the manner in which or the purpose for which it will use the land.

Note reference to “by agreement” as highlighted.

5. Notwithstanding the above legislative measures it must be pointed out that the powers of local authorities in relation to land acquisition are regularly scrutinised by the Courts. There is a substantial body of case law and legal opinion in this regard which is far outside the scope of this short briefing document to even commence exploring.

A discussion followed with a contribution from Councillor F. McCarthy. Mr. J. Walsh, Director of Economic Development responded to the Member’s query.”
The report was NOTED.

b) Telephony and Related Services in Balgaddy area.

The report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:
“MEETING OF LUCAN CLONDALKIN AREA COMMITTEE (2)

Tuesday 24th January 2006 

HOUSING BUSINESS

The following report was presented:

Report on the Provision of Telephony and Related Services in Balgaddy Area

The Members requested that an up-to-date report on the provision of telephony and related services to the housing schemes at Balgaddy, Lucan (Buirg An Ri – Balgaddy A and Meile An Ri – Balgaddy B) be presented to this meeting for information.

As the Members are aware the Council continues to provide a series of underground ducting infrastructures in each of its housing schemes in order to facilitate the provision of telephony and related services to its housing stock. Prior to the liberalisation of the market in such services there was only one monopoly supplier for telephony services which was owned by the State and one monopoly supplier of cable services which was substantially owned by the State. These suppliers utilised the ducting infrastructures to provide the necessary services and in effect assumed control of the underground ducting networks. With the liberalisation of the market in such services allied to the advances in technology, considerable difficulties have arisen in relation to the arrangements that are required to now provide such services in a manner which complies with all statutory requirements. The primary objective of the Council is to ensure that the assets of the Council are protected; that access to the underground ducting infrastructures is controlled; that a cost recovery structure is put in place for any transfer of ownership arrangements that are requested by the industry and that all regulatory and statutory requirements are complied with.

Among the regulatory and statutory considerations that arise are matters relating competition and competition law and the avoidance of anti-competitive practices; matters relating to telephony and related services and the Regulatory framework; matters relating to the disposal of Council assets including matters relating to the consent of the Minister and matters relating to the liberalisation of the telecoms market.

In an effort to advance the matter the Council employed consultants with expertise in this area to advice on how the various matters could be addressed. Following receipt of their report it was agreed that in the interest of expediency that a licensing system for use of the underground ducting networks would enable firms to access the infrastructure and provide services. The two main suppliers of services were contacted and discussions on the proposed licensing arrangements were held. 

It became clear in the course of this process that the distinction between traditional telephone services and cable services was no longer valid and all services were now capable of being provided by either service provider through either network. In any event the Council’s offer was only taken up by the main supplier of cable services. They indicated that in addition to the traditional cable television service that they would offer broadband, telephony services and within twelve months would be in a position to offer VOiP services. Accordingly the Council signed a license agreement with this firm and authorised them to provide their cabling system in the Council’s underground ducting infrastructure with a view to services being provided at the earliest date. The firm have confirmed that the cabling infrastructure is completed and that tenants have access to a full broadband service. On gaining access to this service customers are able to avail of telephony services over this broadband network. Details are available on these matters by Freephoning 1800 234234 or through the websites www.ntl.ie and www.blueface.ie .

Following discussion the Area Committee requested that a report on this matter be made to this meeting of the Council.”
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors R. Dowds, T. Gilligan, C. Keane and T. Ridge. 
Ms. P. Poole, Director of Housing responded to the Members queries.

The report was NOTED.

(C/0164/06)
QUESTIONS 
It was proposed by Councillor T. Ridge, seconded by Councillor K. Warren and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13 Questions numbered Q1 to Q38 be ADOPTED and APPROVED.” 

(C/0165/06)
EDUCATION BURSARY

QUESTION:  Councillor M. Daly 
To ask the Manager to update the Council as to how he intends to proceed with the education bursary outlined by this Councillor  at the February Meeting. Will he make a statement on the matter?

REPLY:

At present South Dublin County Council administers on behalf of the Department of Education higher education grants for maintenance and tuition for undergraduate and postgraduate degree courses. The college registration fee of €775 is covered by the tuition aspect of this grant. All other tuition fees are covered by the Department of Education’s free education scheme.

The Council is committed to establishing an education bursary scheme to facilitate a number of disadvantaged students in the County to access third level education. It is intended to bring this matter to the Corporate Policy Group for further discussion and they may consider it appropriate for referral to the appropriate Strategic Policy Committee.

Discussions will be held with the Department of Education & Science to ascertain details of similar type education bursary schemes operating elsewhere.

The Council will have to examine such education bursaries and supports; establish what level a bursary might be aimed at; mechanisms for administration; criteria for awarding bursaries, and indeed whether the local authority is the most suitable agency to establish an educational bursary. 

The Council does promote Bursary Awards for individual artists which is aimed at early to mid career artists towards a project or programme (including education programme) that would make a significant impact on the development of their career. The five awards of €2000 which are competition based were established to support innovation in creativity. The Arts Council provide €5000 towards the cost of the bursaries.

(C/0166/06 )
OPEN SPACE / LAND TITLE

QUESTION:  Councillor M. Daly
To ask the Manager is he concerned that many parcels of land have been dedicated to this Council as open space, maintained by the Council but there is no title. These lands are in some cases being offered for sale, Will he prioritise the regularisation of such properties?

REPLY:
As part of residential developments public open space lands have been dedicated to the Council by the developer involved. In some cases, due to passage of time and/or legal difficulties title to the lands has not been transferred to the Council. Every effort is made by the Council to secure title in order that the Council is then in a position to decide on the future use of the lands in question. The Development Department works closely with the Law Department in attempting to resolve title issues in these cases. 

In some cases that may involve disposal of the lands in question, subject to members approval in accordance with Section 183 of the Local Government Act. 

(C/0167/06) ARTHURSTOWN LANDFILL – CHARGING SYSTEM

QUESTION:  Councillor M. Daly
To ask the Manager will he outline the entire charging system for the Arthurstown landfill and income/cost report?

REPLY:

The capital and revenue costs associated with Arthurstown Landfill are borne by Dublin City Council, Dun Laoghaire-Rathdown County Council and South Dublin County Council apportioned on the basis of waste tonnages arising in their respective areas.

South Dublin County Council incurs the expenditure in the first instance and then recoups the relevant percentages from the other authorities.

Waste is baled at the Ballymount Baling Station and then transported to and placed in the landfill.  The combined provision in the Council’s Budget 2006 for these operations is approximately €33.8 million of which €8.3 million is the cost of the landfill levy paid to the Department of the Environment Heritage and Local Government.

(C/0168/06) 
NEW WINDOWS PROGRAMME

QUESTION:  Councillor M. Daly
To ask the Manager to update the Council on the new windows programme identifying progress made to date?

REPLY:

A funding application has been submitted to the Department of the Environment, Heritage & Local Government in respect of a pilot window upgrade/renewal programme for approximately 600 houses in four estates. Confirmation of funding approval has not been received to date.
South Dublin County Council’s Accelerated Gas Fired Central heating Programme is now virtually complete. In order to maximise the energy efficiency in its rented housing stock, the Council’s Architectural Services Department in association with the Housing Projects Section has proposed a countywide external wall and attic insulation programme followed by a window upgrade/renewal programme. 

The cavity wall insulation programme commenced in Killinarden Estate, Tallaght and St. Marks Estate, Clondalkin on 13th February 2006. A condition survey of the windows has commenced in these estates and is expected to be completed by the end of March 2006. 

Following analysis of the findings of the survey, a pilot programme of window replacements/cavity wall insulation to 622 houses in designated estates including St Marks Estate, Clondalkin, and Killinarden, Kilcarrig and Drumcairn Estates, in Tallaght  has been formulated.   The survey findings will also form an integral part of the details required to carry out the tendering process. 

(C/0169/06) REMOVAL FROM WAIVER SYSTEM

QUESTION:  Councillor M. Daly
To ask the Manager to issue a statement explaining why many people have received correspondence removing them from the waiver system of bin tags without a change in circumstance. This is causing a great deal of anxiety to all concerned?

REPLY:
The Council has a duty in the interests of fairness to those who pay their Waste Management charges, to review its Waiver Scheme from time to time.

An examination of the Waste Management Waiver Scheme was commenced in July 2005.  A questionnaire was issued to approximately 15, 700 householders who were in receipt of a Waiver at that time.  The letter attached to the questionnaire stated that if the questionnaire was not returned fully completed before the 31st December 2005, they would no longer qualify for a waiver.

Arising from this process those who were not approved for a waiver in 2006 included the following;

· Householders who did not return the questionnaire.

· Householders who indicated that a member of the household was paying income tax.

· Householders who did not fully complete the questionnaire.

Some householders have now made application to have their waiver restored and the Council is currently processing these and also other applications and waiver packs will issue shortly to those who qualify.

Every effort is being made to ensure that those who qualify for a waiver receive their waiver packs as soon as possible.

(C/0170/06)
DUBLIN REGIONAL AUTHORITY

QUESTION:  Councillor M. Daly 
To ask the Manager is he aware that the Dublin Regional Authority are proposing closer links with the greater Belfast or Comet area. Will the Manager endorse this proposal and support the initiative?

REPLY:

A Brief for Consultants has been drawn up jointly by the Dublin Regional Authority and the Comet INTERREG Partnership (an umbrella group of Belfast local authorities including Belfast, Lisburn, Castlereagh, North Down, Newtownabbey and Carrickfergus) for the preparation of a Study which will, among other things, detail the potentials for co-operation; assess and quantify existing links; identify and quantify barriers to co-operation; and scope the views of relevant agencies and authorities. It will focus on areas such as:

· Enterprise and employment;

· Investment and Trade;

· Education, Training and Skills;

· Research and innovation;

· Transport and the Ports;

· Environmental Protection/Sustainability

· Spatial Planning;

· Tourism, culture and sport.

· Local development and social inclusion

The study will result in the production of a report that (1) outlines the basis for promoting enhanced future cooperation between the Dublin and Belfast Metropolitan Regions - in particular, taking account of the political, socio-economic, cultural and environmental context and (2) identifies the scope for co-operation under transnational, cross-border and inter-regional co-operation.  

The Irish and UK Governments are at present preparing their respective Structural Funds programmes for the next round of EU funding - 2007-2013. The report will where possible, identify possible sources of funding, in particular, the cross-border, transnational and interregional strands of the future Territorial Cooperation Programme, as well as the future PEACE programme for Ireland and Northern Ireland.


The Council will be kept informed of progress in this regard.

(C/0171/06) PROVISION OF SERVICES

QUESTION: Councillor R. Dowds
To ask the Manager to elaborate on the outlying services by way of offices and other facilities which County Councils (a) Are meant to provide?, (b) Aspire to?

REPLY:

There are no prescriptive requirements on local authorities in this regard.

Under ‘Better Local Government– a Programme for change’ (Department of the Environment – December 1996), which was a government policy document charting a new direction for local government into the new millennium, one of the  core principles was that of a greater emphasis on providing quality services and on serving the needs of customers. Specific recommendations were made in this regard such as:

· Ideally, there should be a single local contact point where people can get information and advice on the full range of public services, submit claims or applications for such services, and receive the services required.

· The efficient provision of a high quality service to the public requires integrated, customer-oriented services.

· Every opportunity should be taken to locate public offices either in the same building - a one stop shop centre - or in close proximity to one another - a public service cluster.

The Council’s Corporate Plan  2004-2009 “Connecting with Communities” has a Key Priority Theme of “A Customer Focused Organisation” which states under the heading of “Choice” :

“Provide choice, where feasible, in service delivery including payment methods, location of contact points, opening hours and delivery times. Use available and emerging technologies to increase choices for customers”.

The above principles have guided the Council’s actions in recent years, particularly in relation to the set up of the Customer Care Centre in County Hall and the more limited service provided in this regard in the Clondalkin Civic Centre.

The provision of the Customer Care Centre in County Hall has been very successful in providing an integrated service to personal callers without onward referral in approx. 85% of cases.  This will be expanded in the near future to telephone callers through the use of recently installed call centre technology.

The next expansion of the Customer Care concept will be to the Civic Centre in Clondalkin for which arrangements are being initiated at present. This will provide a more comprehensive customer service to residents of Clondalkin and surrounding areas. 

It is a priority of the Council to ensure that high quality information and service is available to all our citizens irrespective of where they reside and all methods will be examined as part of the ongoing development of the Customer Care initiative to secure this objective. 

The Council’s website www.southdublincoco.ie is available 24/7 to customers and to the general public to do business, access information on services and to communicate with the Council.  Planning application documentation is now accessible on-line. The South Dublin County Portal www.southdublin.ie is being developed as an all encompassing focal point for the county’s web resources.  Administered by South Dublin County Council, it will combine the best of government, tourism, community, commercial and media information.  The Council are also supporting the community and commercial sector through participation in the ‘Mobhaile’ project www.southdublin.ie/mobhaile which will assist in connecting communities across the county. These developments have greatly facilitated contact with the Council and access by the public to vast Council and related information resources.
(C/0172/06) 
RIGHTS OF WAY

QUESTION: Councillor R. Dowds
To ask the Manager for a time scale in relation to the opening of the following three proposed rights of way:

1. Access to River Liffey from Mill Lane, Palmerstown and Main Street and Chapel Hill, Lucan to the Liffey Weir/ river bank?

2. Long distance walk from Kiltalawn, Tallaght into the mountains to link with the Wicklow Way?

3. Public paths along the Rivers Liffey and Dodder?

REPLY:
A report on this item is under Headed Item no. 13. 

(C/0173/06) SOCIAL AND AFFORDABLE HOUSING POLICY

QUESTION:  Councillor R. Dowds
To ask the Manager to outline policy regarding social and affordable housing?

REPLY:

The Council's Housing Strategy, which was prepared in accordance with Part V of the Planning & Development Act 2000, was adopted by the Council at its meeting held on 11th June 2001.  This Stratgy was reviewed and now forms an integral part of the County Development Plan 2004-2010, which was adopted by the Council on 10th November 2004.

The strategy requires 15% of all new residential developments to be reserved for Social/Affordable housing purposes.  The Council has been successful in the delivery of affordable housing under the following initiatives:

(a) Part V of the Planning & Development Act 2000 (as amended)

(b)Joint Venture Schemes

(c)Integrated Area Plans

To date 403 affordable units have been procured throughout the County.  It is estimated that county wide 480 units will become available by 31st December 2006 and a further 580 units during the period of the Strategy.

It is also planned to provide an addditional 1,000 affordable housing units under the Sustaining Progress Agreement - Affordable Housing Initiative during the period of the Strategy.

The Planning and Development Act 2000 as  amended by the Act of 2002, provided the following options and flexibility for securing compliance with the requirements of Part V set out as follows in par.2.3 of the guidelines issued by the Department of the Environment, Heritage & Local Government August 2003:

· The transfer to the planning authorityof other land within its functional area;

· The provision of new units for the planning authority on other lands within its functional area;

· The transfer of fully or partialy serviced sites to the planning authority on other lands within its functional area;

· The transfer of new housing or fully or partially serviced sites to an approved housing body or other nominated persons;

· The payment to the planning authority of a sum of money in lieu of land, new units or sites which must be used for the provision of social and affordable housing; or 

· A combination of any of the above.

A planning authority may also sell, lease or exchange any land within its posssession if necessary for the purposes of an overall agreement. 

The changes made to Part V facilitate the speedier delivery of affordable housing.  Draft guidelines and guidelines issued by the Department of the Environment, Heritage & Local Government in April and August 2003 respectively, advise that priority has to be given in negotiations to the provision of housing units, rather than the payment of money.  

It is this Council's preferred option to acquire units on site and it would only be in exceptional circumstances that a financial contribution would be considered. In a small number of cases, due to particular circumstances, off site provision would be considered. The Council  is always mindful in its negotiations with developers of promoting and advancing social inclusion and of acquiring units at an affordable price for eligible applicants on the Affordable Housing List.  

The Housing Strategy can be accesed on the Members Net under Housing Department - Reports.

(C/0174/06)  SOCIAL AND AFFORDABLE HOUSING POLICY

QUESTION: Councillor R. Dowds
To ask the Manager whether he would regard it as acceptable for a builder/ developer to trade the location of social and affordable housing intended for an affluent part of our county to a poorer part of the county and could he expand on policy in this regard?


REPLY:

The Council's Housing Strategy, which was prepared in accordance with Part V of the Planning & Development Act 2000, was adopted by the Council at its meeting held on 11th June, 2001. This Strategy was reviewed and now forms an integral part of the County Development Plan 2004-2010, which was adopted by the Council on 10th November 2004.

The strategy requires 15% of all new residential developments to be reserved for Social/Affordable housing purposes.  

The Planning and Development (Amendment) Act 2002 amended Part V of the Planning and Development Act 2000, which deals with housing supply.  New options and increased flexibility have been given as to how an applicant for permission can comply with the requirements of Part V.  The applicant is able to reach agreement to reserve land or provide houses or sites at another location.  Alternatively the developer can make a payment to the local authority which will be used for the provision of social and affordable housing.  Any alternative agreement must result in a contribution of an equivalent monetary value to the authority of the reservation of land within the development.

In reaching agreement with the developer on his compliance with the Part V requirement this Council's preferred option is to acquire units on site and it would only be in exceptional circumstances that a financial contribution would be considered.  In a small number of cases, due to very particular circumstances, off site provision of either social or affordable may be considered. The Council is always mindful in its negotiations with developers of promoting and advancing social inclusion and of acquiring units at an affordable price for eligible applicants on the Affordable Housing List. 

The Local Authority must also have regard to the proper planning and sustainable development of the area to which the application relates, the housing strategy and the views of the applicant in relation to the impact of the agreement on the development. This may necessitate on occasion an alternative option to our preferred option being used.

(C/0175/06) 
SOCIAL AND AFFORDABLE HOUSING

QUESTION: Councillor R. Dowds
To ask the Manager whether or not builders/ developers have successfully traded the location of social/ affordable housing intended for an affluent area to a poorer area and, if so, could he list all the examples where this has happened?

REPLY:
The Council's Housing Strategy, which was prepared in accordance with Part V of the Planning & Development Act 2000, was adopted by the Council at its meeting held on 11th June, 2001.  This Strategy was reviewed and now forms an integral part of the County Development Plan 2004- 2010, which was adopted by the Council on 10th November 2004.

The strategy requires 15% of all new residential developments to be reserved for Social/Affordable housing purposes.  

The Planning and Development Act 2000 as amended by the Act of 2002,provided the following options and flexibility for securing compliance with the requirements of Part V set out as follows in par 2.3 of the guidelines issued by the Department of the Environment, Heritage & Local Government August 2003:

· The transfer to the planning authority of other land within its functional area;

· The provision of new units for the planning authority on other lands within its functional area;

· The transfer of fully or partialy serviced sites to the planning authority on other lands within its functional area;

· The transfer of new housing or fully or partially serviced sites to an approved housing body or other nominated persons;

· The payment to the planning authority of a sum of money in liew of land, new units or sites which must be used for the provision of social and affordable housing; or

· A combination of any of the above.

A planning authority may also sell, lease or exchange any land within its possesion if necessary for the purposes of an overall agreement.

The changes made to Part V concern delivery of housing more quickly and more efficiently.  Draft guidelines and guidelines issued by the Department of the Environment , Heritage & Local Govenment in April and August 2003 respectively, advise that priority has to be given in negotiations to the provision of housing units, rather than the payment of money.

 It is this Council's preferred option to acquire units on site  and it would only be in exceptional circumstances that a financial contribution would be considered.  In a small number of cases, due to particular circumstances, off site provision would be considered.  The Council is always mindful in its negotiations with developers of promoting and advancing social inclusion and of acquiring units at an affordable price for eligible applicants on the Affordable Housing List.  The affluence or otherwise of an area has no bearing on the negotiation or the decision.

In negotiating agreements under Part V  units have been acquired off site in two developments to date:

There have been on-going discussions regarding the concerns of residents in the immediate vicinity of Springfield ,Tallaght regarding the large number of rented dwellings.  concerns were expressed that privater housing at the location would result in a further increase of rented dwellings.  With this in mind, there was a strong case to support owner occupied dwellings in the area and reduce the overall transient nature which had developed.  The only way to secure this arrangements was to have the housing as 'affordable' and with the support of the local residents and the elected members, it was agreed  that  40 affordable residential dwellings be acquired to partially satisfy a developer's Part V requirement for a development on Stocking Lane. in the interest of a sustainable and a balanced community, at Springfield.

An off site agreeement was made in relation to a small development at Castlefield Knocklyon to provide the 15% requirement at Esker, Lucan as part of an overall agreement delivering 17 units in Esker, Lucan  at affordable prices for purchase by eligible applicants.  The design and scale of the particular development meant that it was neither practical or possible to secure the one affordable unit in the Castlefield development. 

(C/0176/06) 
 SIGNAGE AT UNAUTHORISED SITES - FINES

QUESTION: Councillor D. Keating
To ask the Manager to list details of those Estate Agents, Auctioneers etc. who have been issued with fines during the last six months for the posting of signage at unauthorised sites?

REPLY:

During the six month period September 2005 to February 2006 inclusive, there were 52 ‘on the spot’ fines issued to various Estate Agents and Auctioneers regarding posting of signage at unauthorised sites around the County. 

(C/0 177/06) REVIEW OF SPEED LIMITS - SCHOOLS

QUESTION: Councillor D. Keating 
To ask the Manager to report on the implementation of, including the time-scale for, the review process for the speed limits on roads where schools are close by?

REPLY:

A survey programme has been set in place for the Schools Traffic Safety Audit.  The assessment will take account of the following:

· Pedestrian and vehicular volumes especially at drop off and collection times.

· Road location, function and alignment.

· Existing congestion, parking problems.

· Existing signage, lining.

· Need for school warden.

· Accident history.

· Are signals/pedestrian crossings warranted.

· Additional Traffic Calming Measures, flashing lights etc.

In addition a consultation meeting will be held with Principals, Boards of Management, Parent Representatives etc for each school.

Logistics/Programme

There are over 130 schools in South Dublin County Council’s area.  Assuming a minimum of one day to survey each school and allowing for holidays, consultation meetings etc, it is estimated that the survey would take 9 to 12 months to complete.

A sample of schools in the electoral areas have been preliminary surveyed in 2005.  These schools are:

· Lucan Educate Together (Mount Bellew Way)

· Bishop Galvin N.S. (Templeogue)

· Bishop Shanahan N.S. (Templeogue)

· St. Peter Apostle N.S. ((Neilstown)

· Holy Faith N.S. (Rathcoole

· Ballyroan N.S. (Rathfarnham)

· Scoil Croi Ro Naofa (Killinarden)

· Scoil Santain (Old Bawn)

· St. Colmcilles (Scholarstown Road)

· Cnoc Mhuire (Knockmore)

· Caitlin Maud Gael Scoil ) (Jobstown)

· St. Cillian’s (Naas Road)

· St. Thomas’ School

· Scoil Aine Naofa

· Lucan Community College

Information obtained from the preliminary surveys is being used to:

a) to firm up on the resources/timeframe to complete the survey for all schools.

b) to assess the range of safety measures required in particular whether a 30 km/h speed limit is applicable at each school.

c) To determine overall outline costs.

d) To establish a basis for prioritising schools to be surveyed.

A preliminary report will be made available as soon as possible.

(C/0178/06)  SIGNAGE FOR NEW ESTATES
QUESTION:  Councillor D. Keating
To ask the Manager to report on the Council's policy for the installation of name plate signage at developments, estates or roads, including the time-scale for new estates. What are the regulations or guidelines for inclusion of the development, estate or road name in the Irish language to be included as part of this signage, including size of font to be used compared to the name of the development, estate or road in English?

REPLY:

The following is the specification for the installation of signage in developments in this County’s administrative area:

1. Naming and Numbering Schemes

The following condition is attached to all planning permissions granted for new residential development in accordance with The South Dublin County Development  Plan 2004 – 2010 Policy-Part 1 Chapter 3, 3.20.i refers:

“Prior to the commencement of development the applicant/developer shall submit a street naming and dwelling unit numbering scheme for the written agreement of the planning authority that reflects the local and historical context of the approved development, complies with the guidelines on naming and numbering of the Department of Environment, Heritage and Local Government and preferably makes reference to the use of the Irish Language and have regard to the Guidelines issued by Placenames Commission (An Coimisiún Logainmneacha).

REASON:  In the interest of the proper planning and development of the area.”

All proposals in respect of naming and numbering of estates must now include an Irish version of the estate name, which must be included in all signage.

Where necessary the Council’s Oifigeach Gaeilge is consulted to ensure the correct implementation of the above policy.
The above condition requires that a naming and numbering scheme for the development shall be agreed with the Council’s Building and Development Control Section, before house building commences. It is also a requirement that name plates be erected on each road immediately on the occupation of houses on that road. 

2. Location of Nameplates
Bilingual nameplates shall be erected at:

(a) Each side of the entrance to the estate from the existing County Road.

(b) At each end of all internal estate roads and at the beginning of each cul-de-sac.

(c) At T junctions on access roads an additional nameplate shall be provided, as required. 

 3.
Specification for Nameplates

Pattern:     Signs shall be rectangular in shape from 250mm in height varying in accordance with the amount of lettering contained in the address.


Length:
      In length from 500mm,varying upwards in accordance with the                  
                 amount of lettering contained in the address.

Materials:
 Materials for sign plates suitable for fixing to road boundary walls at high and low level or to a suitable free standing frame, shall be of tough, durable non-brittle, non-corrosive, vandal resistant, cast aluminium alloy, L.M. 4, complying with B.S. 149/1970. Where signs 
are to be free standing, the frame shall be made up to 3mm gauge  40mm square steel hollow section with welded joints. 

Sign Face:  Background and postal district number (where required) shall be stove  enamelled, in green to BS.4800, No. 14039.  Border lettering and     background to postal district number (if required) shall be stove enamelled in brilliant white.  Colours shall have a high degree of durability, non-fade quality and resistance to weather and hard usage.

(C/0179/06)  FINES ISSUED FOR DUMPING OFFENCES
QUESTION: Councillor D. Keating 
To ask the Manager to report on the list of fines issued in the last six months for dumping offences, including fly-tipping, in the County.  What court actions have been pursued and to date what judgments have been delivered?
REPLY:

In the period September 2005 to February 2006, inclusive, there were 445 Litter Fines issued for various offences under the Litter Pollution Act, 1997 (as amended).  Some 23 cases were referred to the County Solicitor over this period.  Twenty-nine cases were heard in the District Court, with 26 cases resulting in convictions.  Court fines of €13,950 were imposed.  In addition, the courts awarded €2,900 legal costs and €2,400 cleanup costs in favour of the Council.

(C/0180/06)  REPORT ON LIST OF BURNED OUT CARS
QUESTION: Councillor D. Keating   
To ask the Manager to report on the list of burned out cars removed in the County during the last six months and the cost incurred in these works?

REPLY:
During the last six months on record, i.e. to end of December 2005, the Council’s contractor removed 314 burnt out cars and the cost incurred by the Council was €55,103.40. 

(C/0181/06)  LITTER BLACK SPOTS
QUESTION: Councillor D. Keating   
To ask the Manager to list the top number of black-spots for litter in each area in the Council and to report on what course of action he intends pursuing, including time-scale, to help resolve these problems?
REPLY:

The Council carries out clean up operations on a regular basis at the following locations;

Lynch’s Lane, Balgaddy, Lucan

Hayden’s Lane, Lucan

Tubber Lane, Lucan

Aylmer Road, Newcastle

Baldonnell Lane

Old Nangor Road, Clondalkin

Knockmeenagh Lane, Clondalkin

John F. Kennedy Drive/Avenue, Blue Bell Industrial Estate

Smith’s Lane off Old Court Road, Tallaght

Kiltalown Lane, Tallaght

Piperstown/Cunard, Dublin Mountains

All the locations mentioned above are patrolled on a regular basis by the  Council’s Litter Wardens and fines and prosecutions are initiated when appropriate evidence can be found. The Council relies on the vigilance of the public to report incidences of dumping and to assist with identification of offenders where possible.
(C/0182/06)  ARTHURSTOWN LANDFILL
QUESTION:  Councillor J. Lahart   
 To ask the Manager how much landfill life remains in Arthustown Landfill? 
REPLY:

The Council’s landfill at Arthurstown has statutory approval (i.e. planning permission and EPA waste licence) until December 2007.

The Waste Management Plan for the Dublin Region 2005-2010 outlines the waste infrastructure required during the period.  The next phase of regional infrastructure comprises the development by Fingal County Council of a landfill (Nevitt) and the Waste to Energy Project being developed by Dublin City Council.  Pending these waste facilities being in place, it is an objective of the Regional Waste Management Plan that a short term extension of Arthurstown landfill be sought by this Council.

(C/0183/06)  OXIGEN SERVICES –SDCC’S CONTRIBUTION
QUESTION: Councillor J. Lahart   
To ask the Manager the cost of South Dublin's contribution to Oxigen services in 2002, 2003, 2004, 2005? 
REPLY:

Oxigen Environmental Limited carried out the following services, under contract, for South Dublin County Council, during the years outlined below.The following amounts were paid by the Council for these services.

Domestic Refuse Freighter Contract

2002


2003


2004


2005

€3,729,235.59

€4,086,415.96

€4,593,685.01

€3,933,069.25

Gully Clearing Service

2002


2003


2004


2005

€309,654.61

€175,636.24

€123,562.86

€408,211.96

Road Sweeping Service

2002


2003


2004


2005

€2,273,672.38

€2,629,712.10

€3,043,571.19

€3,340,150.26

The Dry Recycable contract (Green Bins) is provided on a regional basis by Oxigen to the four Dublin local authorities.The amounts paid by this Council is as follows;

Provision and Collection of Green Wheelbins 

2002


2003


2004


2005

2,353,545.67

€3,448,130.04

€5,786,599.35

€5,632,045.73

Servicing of Glass Recycling Bring Banks

2002


2003


2004


2005

N/A


N/A


€77,514.38*

€96,158.92

Provision and servicing of Plastic Recycling Bring Banks

2002


2003


2004


2005

N/A


N/A


€77,514.38*

€146,845.14

* Note:
Figure represents a joint total for Plastic and Glass recycling bring banks

(C/0184/06)  ENVIRONMENTAL WASTE CHARGE
QUESTION: Councillor  J. Lahart   
To ask the Manager what the compliance rate is in the county with the Environmental Charge; how many waivers have been availed of; how many court proceedings are pending; how many residents/clients are in default? 

REPLY:

A total of 77,000 householders approximately have clear waste charge accounts in respect of the period of the fixed  Environmental Waste Charge i.e 2002 to January 2004.

In 2005 a total of 15,700 householders approximately had the benefit of a waiver of the charge. This figure is subject to change as applications are reviewed. 

There are 4088 householders who have partial arrears of the fixed charge. A further 3510 owe the full amount. The Council has and will continue to enter into an agreement with householders who wish to pay off the arrears by instalments. Many householders are availing of this arrangement. 

The Council has not yet initiated legal proceedings for recovery of outstanding Environmental Waste Charges but may have to resort to legal proceedings in due course if these amounts remain unpaid. 

(C/0185/09)  BROWN RECYCLING BIN
QUESTION: Councillor J. Lahart   
To ask the Manager to outline the position with regard to the Brown Recycling bin? 
REPLY:

The development of the infrastructure required for the brown bin recycling system is a key objective of the Waste Management Plan for the Dublin Region 2005-2010.  This infrastructure which is likely to be located at Ballyogan in Dun Laoghaire/Rathdown requires the development of a biological treatment facility at which material will be processed.

Fingal County Council is currently conducting a trial involving brown bins on a pilot basis.  This trial will assist in informing the local authorities in the Dublin Region on issues relating to the development of the necessary infrastructure including operational matters.

It is not possible at this stage to state precisely when the proposed infrastructure will be in place as the development of the Ballyogan facility is subject to procurement etc.  However the members will be kept informed of progress in this regard.

(C/0186/06)  MONITORING OF AIRCRAFT NOISE
QUESTION: Councillor F. McCarthy   
To ask the Manager to report upon what ongoing monitoring takes place of aircraft noise over South Dublin given the nuisance that low flying aircraft can pose to residents? 

REPLY:

The Principal Environmental Health Officer reports that his communications with the Irish Aviation Authority on this matter reveal that; 

(a) all military aircraft that fly in and out of Baldonnel are exempt from all legislation 

(b) all large commercial aircraft used by national carriers such as Aer Lingus are subject to International Noise Certification Regulations and are rated according to the type and size of aircraft and 

(c) all pleasure aircraft or small commercial aircraft, which would mostly use Weston are also noise rated by the Irish Aviation Authority and must comply at all times with those ratings.

(C/0187/06)  ROAD ACCIDENTS
QUESTION:  Councillor F. McCarthy   
To ask the Manager to outline whether or not there is a procedure in place to assess stretches of road within the county when a certain number of accidents take place on them over a period of time?

REPLY:
The Roads & Traffic Department maintains an Accident Database based on information supplied by An Garda Siochana, which records the location and type of accident, time, weather conditions and nature and extent of injuries in each case, and from which accident histories can be generated as may be required from time to time.

(C/0188/06)  BREACHES OF 3 TONNE LIMIT
QUESTION: Councillor F. McCarthy   
To ask the Manager to indicate the frequency with which the Council forwards CCTV footage to Gardaí identifying breaches of 3 ton limit areas within the county?
REPLY:
An Garda Siochana are the agency responsible for enforcement of 3-tonne limits where these have been introduced, and have not requested access to CCTV footage for this purpose. It should be noted, however, that the Council's CCTV cameras are used to monitor traffic conditions and are neither intended nor appropriate for use as an enforcement mechanism, nor does the existing CCTV network extend to all three-tonne limit areas in the County.  

(C/0189/06)   COUNTYWIDE SIGNING STRATEGY
QUESTION: Councillor F. McCarthy   
To ask the Manager to provide details of when it is expected that all areas of the county will be provided with comprehensive directional signage to assist people in finding housing estates as speedily as possible. This is of particular importance where the emergency services are concerned?
REPLY:
Implementation of the balance of the Council's countywide signing strategy, which includes provision of the directional signage noted above, is scheduled to commence in the latter part of 2006, subject to availability of the necessary resources. 

(C/0190/06)  PLANNING ENFORCEMENT CASES
QUESTION:  Councillor F. McCarthy   
To ask the Manager to detail the number of ongoing unresolved planning enforcement cases with which the Council is dealing? 
REPLY:
There are 701 active enforcement cases at present. Upon receipt of a written complaint alleging an unauthorized development, the Planning Enforcement Section examines the complaint. The length of time taken for resolution of an unauthorized development varies from case to case. The normal procedure is service of a Warning Letter, followed by the service of an Enforcement Notice. The developer has a right to apply for retention of the development. However, enforcement proceedings are not stayed by virtue of such application.

 

Of the 701 current cases;
54 are with the Council’s Solicitor for prosecution through the Courts 

74 Enforcement Notices have been served recently

102 Warning Letters have issued following investigation and submissions are awaited

471 are under investigation (in some of these cases submissions received in response to Warning Letters served are currently under consideration)

 
 (C/0191/06)  PARKING BYE-LAWS
QUESTION:  Councillor F. McCarthy   
To ask the Manager to comment upon the steps that could be taken to create a bye-law that would prohibit the parking of cars on grass margins and footpaths in residential areas for the purposes of advertising them for sale?
REPLY:
Under Article 36 (i) of the Road Traffic (Traffic and Parking) Regulations, 1997 it is an offence to park a vehicle on a footway, a grass margin or a median strip.  Enforcement of this regulation is a matter for the Gardai.
(C/0192/06)  COUNTY WATER LEISURE STRATEGY
QUESTION: Councillor F. McCarthy   
To ask the Manager to report upon what progress has been made in reviewing the County Water Leisure strategy and to indicate when the revised strategy will be made available?
REPLY:

At the meeting of the Strategic Policy Committee on Sport, Recreation, Community and Parks held on the 16th November 2005 it was agreed to recommend to the Council that the Water Leisure Strategy be reviewed. This recommendation was approved by the Council at its December meeting.

This review is being  carried out in - house and the main approach being adopted  is to assess progress to date on the implementation of the key recommendations for the provision of swimming pools as contained in the original strategy and to consider ways to advance / re-assess remaining key recommendations. Account will also be taken of the review at central government level of the swimming pool programme.

Work is ongoing on this review project and it is anticipated that the review will be completed in the early part of this year and members will be kept updated on progress. It is planned that the Council’s Review when completed will in the first instance be presented to the Strategic Policy Committee on Sport, Recreation, Community & Parks and then to the Council.

(C/0193/06)  RENEWABLE ENERGY
QUESTION: Councillor T. McDermott   
Will the Manager outline to the Council, what measures he intends to take at a local level in order to utilise and promote the innovative renewable energy grants scheme recently outlined by the Government? 
REPLY:



In the Department of Finance Budget for 2006 a multi annual financial package was announced to support renewable energy. The package of measures includes a five year biofuels excise relief package costing €205m and funding for renewable energy schemes costing up to €65m. It will assist the large-scale deployment of renewable sources of energy over the next five years in these sectors. 

The programme covers four critical areas as follows: 

• Biofuels: An excise relief package for biofuels costing €205m over a five year period from 2006 - 2010, together with funding to assist the development of indigenous biofuel plant. 

• Biomass: A financial package for wood chip and wood pellet boilers, aimed at the business, commercial and service sectors. 

• Grants for House-holders: A grant aid package for the domestic sector which will allow for individual grants to install renewable energy heat technologies such as wood pellet boilers, solar panels and heat pumps. 

• Combined Heat and Power: A grant aid package to incentivise the installation of combined heat and power in the industrial, commercial and public services sector. 

The exact details of the schemes are currently being defined at Government level and it is expected that the grants for householders and biomass grants programme will be launched within the next 4-6 weeks. It is likely that the following general principles will apply in relation to the grants for householders: 

• The grants will most likely be available for renewable energy systems installed in homes. Such systems might include solar water heating, heat pumps and wood pellet boilers and stoves. 

• It will be required that the systems installed be from a registered list of technologies (which will be published at the time of the scheme 

announcement) and will have to be installed by service providers from a registered list (again from a list to be published at the time of scheme announcement). 

• Once the scheme has been announced, applicants will have to apply for, and receive approval before any materials are purchased or any works are commenced. Payments for materials / works completed before grant approval is secured cannot be reimbursed. 

The Scheme is a central government scheme however the Council will promote the Scheme through its environmental awareness programme when further details become available.

(C/0194/06)  M50 SPEED LIMIT 

QUESTION: Councillor G. O'Connell   
To ask the Manager to explain why the speed limit on the M50 from Firhouse to the Dun Laoghaire/Rathdown boundary is at 100 km instead of the usual 120 Km for motorways and if it intended to amend it?

REPLY:
The speed limit at this location is 100kph for engineering safety reasons. It is not intended to modify this speed limit.

(C/0195/06)  WASTE CHARGE WAIVERS LIST
QUESTION:  Councillor G. O'Connell   
To ask the Manager to report on the methods used by the Council to update the Bin Collection/Waste Charges "waiver" list, to explain in his report  why (if it is true) a number of people who submitted completed waiver renewal forms in May 2005 did not have any further communication from this Council until January/February of this year when they were informed that they no longer qualify;  if the Council received many  queries from householders who complained that they could not understand from the notice why they were being turned down;  and, to make a statement on the matter including what steps have been taken (if any) to prevent such confusion in future years?

REPLY:

The Council has a duty in the interests of fairness to those who pay their Waste Management charges, to review its Waiver Scheme from time to time.

An examination of the Waste Management Waiver Scheme was commenced in July 2005. This was the first such examination of the Scheme since the introduction of the bin tagging system in 2004. 

A questionnaire was issued to approximately 15,700 householders in July 2005 who were in receipt of a Waiver at that time. The letter attached to the questionnaire stated that if the questionnaire was not returned fully completed before the 31st December 2005, they would no longer be considered eligible  for a waiver of the charge.

Arising from this process those who were not approved for a waiver for 2006 included the following;

· Householders who did not return the questionnaire.

· Householders who indicated that a member of the household was paying income tax.

· Householders who did not fully complete the questionnaire.

The vast majority of questionnaires were completed correctly and the applicants received their free tags in January 2006.  

General qualification for a waiver is dependant on whether the applicant or any member of the household pays income tax.  If any member of the household pays income tax a waiver will not be granted. 

If any householder has difficultly completing an application or questionnaire, Council staff are always willing to provide assistance.  The amount of detail on the application form has been kept to the minimum.

Following completion of the process for 2006 the system will be examined to determine what improvements can be made on the next occasion.
(C/0196/06)  WAIVER SCHEME
QUESTION:  Councillor G. O'Connell  
To ask the Manager to explain the current policy and system whereby residents/householders can apply for an exemption or waiver for local waste management service charges (bin charges) and to include in his report when the system was last reviewed and if it is designed to take into account the fact that some of those residents who may require such a waiver may be sensitive re their circumstances e.g. have a small emergency fund set aside; experience difficulties due to literacy levels; etc.?
REPLY:

The Council has a duty in the interests of fairness to those who pay their Waste Management charges, to review its Waiver Scheme from time to time.

An examination of the Waste Management Waiver Scheme was commenced in July 2005. This was the first such examination of the Scheme since the introduction of the bin tagging system in 2004. A questionnaire was issued in July 2005 to approximately 15,700 householders who were in receipt of a waiver at that time. The letter attached to the questionnaire stated that if the questionnaire was not returned fully completed before the 31st December 2005, they would no longer be considered qualified for the Scheme.

Arising from this process those who were not approved for a waiver for 2006 included the following;

· Householders who did not return the questionnaire.

· Householders who indicated that a member of the household was paying income tax.

· Householders who did not fully complete the questionnaire.

If a householder has some  savings, this will not affect his/her eligibility for a waiver unless the interest income is such that it brings the householder’s income into the Income Tax system.

The amount of detail required to be completed on the application form has been kept to the minimum. If any householder has difficultly completing an application or questionnaire, Council staff are always willing to provide assistance.  

The Council is currently processing the remainder of the 2006 waiver applications and waiver packs will issue shortly to those who qualify.

Every effort is being made to ensure that those who qualify for a waiver receive their waiver packs as soon as possible.

(C/0197/06)  COUNCIL’S WATER LEISURE STRATEGY
QUESTION: Councillor E. Tuffy   
To ask the Manager for a progress report on the in-house review of the Council's Water Leisure Strategy, and if it is intended to provide from inputs to the review from Councillors before any new policy document is drafted? 
REPLY: 
At the meeting of the Strategic Policy Committee on Sport, Recreation, Community and Parks held on the 16th November 2005 it was agreed to recommend to the Council that the Water Leisure Strategy be reviewed. This recommendation was approved by the Council at its December meeting.

This review is being  carried out in - house and the main approach being adopted  is to assess progress to date on the implementation of the key recommendations for the provision of swimming pools as contained in the original strategy and to consider ways to advance / re-assess remaining key recommendations. Account will also be taken of the review at central government level of the swimming pool programme.

Work is ongoing on this review project and it is anticipated that the review will be completed in the early part of this year and members will be kept updated on progress. It is planned that the Council’s Review when completed will in the first instance be presented to the Strategic Policy Committee on Sport, Recreation, Community & Parks and then to the Council.

(C/0198/06)   SERVICES/ADVICE FOR COUNCIL TENANTS  RE EVICTION
QUESTION:  Councillor E. Tuffy   
To ask the Manager for an outline report on the services/advice offered to Council tenants who have been served with notice of eviction? 
REPLY:

In cases where the Council is forced to have recourse to eviction and an eviction date is received from the County Sherriff’s Office, the Council formally notify the tenant, the Garda Siochana, the Health Service Executive Welfare Services, local Community Welfare Officers, the Homeless Unit, local Councillors and other relevant Sections of the Council of that date.

The case Housing Inspector and Welfare Officer keep in regular contact with the family to ensure that they understand that the council intends to pursue the eviction and that they are prepared for the event; that they are fully aware of their rights relating to the availability of emergency accommodation in the short term; and how they might go about organising alternative accommodation for the long term. 

Contact is also maintained with The Homeless Unit throughout the period leading up to the eviction in order to ensure that the Unit are fully aware of the impending eviction and the accommodation requirements of the family so that emergency accommodation is available should the family concerned wish to avail of it. The choice of whether to avail of emergency accommodation is left up to the family. In many cases they will opt to stay with friends or family.

The family are made aware that the case welfare officer is available after the eviction to assist the family in any way that is available to the council. Where this support is availed of the Council’s Welfare Officer’s regularly continue to advise evicted families, liaise with the Health Service Executive’s Welfare Service, Community Welfare Officers and the Homeless Unit to ensure that the family can have long term alternative accommodation arranged as soon as possible.

In addition to the immediate accommodation needs of the evicted family, the Council’s Welfare Officer will advise the family regarding the position with regard to applying for Council housing in the future.

(C/0199/06)  SUSTAINABILITY OF COMMUNITY CENTRES
QUESTION: Councillor E. Tuffy   
To ask the Manager if he will give an updated report on the implementation of recommendations in the Council's Report on Sustainability of Community Centres published in 2004? 

REPLY:

Progress on the implementation of the recommendations of the Consultant’s Report on the “Sustainability of Community Centres” continues to be made and the following is a summary update on some of the key recommendations: 

· The Council has been successful in sustaining the number of Community Employment personnel involved in the management/maintenance of Community Centres.  The Council has also been successful in partnership with the VEC in accessing funding from the Young Persons’ Facilities and Services Fund to assist in the employment of dedicated staff for a number of Centres.  In addition, two new Centres, Knockmitten and Brookfield, currently nearing completion will also benefit from this type of funding.


· Following the Consultant’s report, the Council also revised its Community Grants Scheme and provision is now made for following range of grants which assist in the running of Centres.

· Maintenance and running costs – up to €6,000 available

· Once off employment Grants – up to €25,000 available

· Seed management or employment grants for new Centre managed projects – up to €8,000 available

· Training grants for management of a Centre – up to €1,000 available

· Training Grant for volunteers – up to €750

· Community based I.T. Infrastructure – up to €5,000 available

· In compliance with the Consultant’s recommendation the Council improved its procedures whereby Centres seeking either Management Assistance or Community Grants must submit to the Council up to date audited accounts.  A clear audit trail must be evident.  The Council provides every assistance it can to Centre Management Committees to enable them to comply with this request.

· An Awards Scheme to encourage good practice in Centre management has been developed and this has now been incorporated into the Council’s Annual Community Awards Programme. 

·  The Council continues to develop close cooperation with the County Development VEC and other relevant agencies with a view to expanding programmes of activity in Community Centres.

· Relevant training continues to be provided as required to personnel involved in the management/maintenance of Centres.

(C/0200/06)  COUNTY ARTS CENTRE
QUESTION:  Councillor E. Tuffy   
To ask the Manager for a progress report on the County Arts Centre? 
REPLY:

The public consultation procedure under Part 8 of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001 in relation to the proposed development of the County Arts Centre, has been completed.

Consultant engineers and Quantity Surveyors have been appointed. Detailed technical drawings are being finalised by the Architectural Services Department with a view to inviting tenders not later than June of this year. The likely construction period will be 18 months.

The composition of the Board of the Directors of the Centre has been agreed by the Arts, Culture, An Gaeilge, Education & Libraries Strategic Policy Committee which will comprise of 9 members.

(C/0201/06)  BIO-DIVERSITY IN COUNTY’S PARKS/OPEN SPACES

QUESTION: Councillor E. Tuffy   
To ask the Manager for an updated report on works being implemented or planned by the Parks Department to enhance bio-diversity in the County's parks and open spaces? 
REPLY:
Biodiversity or biological diversity as defined by The Convention on Biological Diversity is the variability among living organisms from all sources including, inter alia, terrestrial, marine and other aquatic ecosystems and the ecological complexes of which they are part; this includes diversity within species, between species and of ecosystems.  Biodiversity therefore is considered at three levels as follows; ecosystems, species and within species of plants and animals.

In terms of habitats (ecosystems), the following are the main types within parks, i.e. grasslands (high maintenance and low maintenance, sometimes described as wastelands), woodland (including scrubland and hedgerows) and wetlands (including lakes, streams, marshes etc.).  The policy has been to aim for a diverse range of habitats for visual interest and biodiversity. The greater the range of habitats, the greater will be the number of species.

In order to establish a baseline for the habitat type and variety of species, a flora and fauna study was carried out with funding from The Heritage Council, on five regional parks in 1999 and fifteen neighbourhood parks in 2000.  The range of flora species included in the survey were Vascular Plants, lichens and fungi and the fauna species included birds, mammals and insects.  Biodiversity was calculated for all of the parks by determining the total number of native and alien species present divided by a logarithm of the area of the park and a similar exercise was undertaken for each habitat.  Thus for example, Tymon Park was recorded as having 339 species and when divided by a log of the area (130 hectares), the index of 160 was determined.

Figure 1 below includes a summary of the study in regard to biodiversity scores. It was found that the Waterstown Park (Liffey Valley) and the Dodder Valley had the highest diversity scores, which highlights the importance of these parks as the most diverse area of parkland surveyed in the South Dublin area. 
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Fig.1    Biodiversity Scores for Regional Parks (1999)

In the 200 study, the comparison of the levels of biodiversity within the neighbourhood parks and the regional parks showed some expected patterns.  Figure 2 shows a graph of the parks and their associated biodiversity values in ascending order.  

Evidence from Figure 2 indicates that many of the neighbourhood parks are on a par with the Regional Parks with regards to their level of biodiversity.  The older demesnes of Rathfarnham Castle and Willsbrook Park have a higher diversity than several of the Regional Parks.  The recently developed parks of Rathcoole, Seán Walsh and Ballymount have an encouragingly high diversity index, indicative of the careful consideration given to the establishment of these parks with respect to their wildlife composition.  
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Fig 1: Biodiversity scores for the Regional and Neighbourhood parks, and the Golf Course, arranged in ascending order.

The survey indicated that the Council’s policy in aiming for a diversity of habitats within parks is in keeping with national aims and objectives.  This policy is continuing and the new parks developed in recent years are establishing well and the flora and fauna are continuing to diversify.  

With the aim of conserving and enhancing the biodiversity of Waterstown Park, the Council engaged a consultant ecologist, to advise on how the park development can be undertaken in a way that is sensitive to its ecological potential and the designation of part of the site as a pNHA and in a manner that allows for sensitive public access. The National Parks and Wildlife Service were also involved in the discussions.  A management plan is to be developed with the ecologist to allow for the management of the site in accordance with its ecological importance and its position as a link in the plans for a larger Liffey Valley Park.

Rivers and their associated riparian zones are important habitats that support a number of Annex 1 (Brook lamprey, Freshwater Pearl Mussel, Freshwater Crayfish under the Habitats Directive and Kingfisher under the Birds Directive) and Annex 11 species such as the Otter. Rivers are also important wildlife corridors for many species and are an important feeding ground for a number of bat species. However to be an appealing habitat for these species the river water needs to be clean and the surrounding habitats be diverse enough to attract species to feed and breed in the area. Therefore, the rivers within the County and especially in parks should be enhanced to ensure biodiversity is sustained and increased.   For these reasons a general enhancement of the rivers by removing items dumped and creating wild seed areas and erecting bat, insect and bird boxes as well as signs to describe the wildlife is planned for the rivers, commencing with the Griffeen Valley Park. It is anticipated that the construction of reed beds and wetlands further upstream at Griffeen Park will lead to cleaner water.  

For the past number of years, areas within parks that are not required for active recreation have been allowed to develop into wildflower meadows and signs placed adjacent to these meadows, indicating the species that may be seen at various times of the year.

(C/0202/06)   EXTENSION OF GREEN RECYCLING BIN
QUESTION: Councillor K. Warren   
To ask the Manager to state when he will be in a position to extend the collection of the green recyclable bins from once to twice per month, as per the original agreement when the new collection service was first introduced, if he is planning to do this on a county wide basis, or within specific areas, and if he will make a statement on the matter? 

REPLY:



The Dry Recyclable (Green Bins) contract provides for a service to the local authorities in the Dublin Region.  This contract provides that green bins be collected on a four weekly rota basis.

The cost of providing this service is significant, and there is no provision in the Council’s Budget to meet the additional cost which would result from expansion of the service.

Among the objectives in the Waste Management Plan for the Region, is to seek improved producer responsibility initiatives which could offset such as increase to the cost.

(C/0203/06)FLLING OF CASUAL VACANCY ON SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL FOLLOWING RESIGNATION OF COUNCILLOR C. TYNDALL 

The report by the Manager, which had been circulated was CONSIDERED:
“A casual vacancy occurred on the Council following the resignation of Councillor Colm Tyndall on 14th February 2006.

Section 19 of the Local Government Act 2001 provides that a casual vacancy shall be filled by the co-option by the local authority of a person to fill the vacancy and such co-option shall be made at the next meeting of the local authority after the expiration of 14 days from the occurrence of the vacancy or as soon after the expiration of the 14 days as circumstances permit.

Mr. Gerard Cullen has been duly nominated by the Progressive Democrats, being the registered political party who nominated Cllr. Tyndall for election. 

In accordance with Section 19(5) Mr. Cullen’s written consent to his proposed co-option has been received.

Members are required to ratify the co-option of Mr. Gerard Cullen at today’s meeting.

It was proposed by Councillor C. Keane, seconded by Councillor T. Ridge and AGREED:

“That Mr. Gerard Cullen, be co-opted to South Dublin County Council to fill the vacancy resulting from Councillor C. Tyndall’s resignation.”

Mr. Gerard Cullen was introduced by Councillor C. Keane.  He was welcomed by the Mayor and invited to take his position in the Chamber.  
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors J Daly, R. Dowds, F. McCarthy, S. Laing, M. Daly and T. Gilligan, extending welcome and good wishes to Cllr. Cullen on behalf of the political parties.
Cllr. Cullen responded and thanked the Mayor and Members for their good wishes.”
The Manager’s report was NOTED.
(C/0204/06)  DECLARATION OF ROADS TO BE PUBLIC ROADS

The report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:
“The following report was considered at the Tallaght Area Committee Meeting (2) held on 27th February 2006: -

" Statutory Notice has been given in the public press of the Council’s intention to consider the making of a declaration that the roads in the following estate,

 

Robinhood Industrial Estate, Ballymount, Dublin 12

 

as set out in the Schedule attached, be  public roads.

 No objections were received. 

It is recommended that these roads be declared to be  public roads.

The recommendation of the Committee will be brought before the Council at its next meeting.”

 

It was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney, seconded by Councillor J. Hannon and AGREED:

 

“That this Committee recommends that the roads be declared to be public roads.” 
 

If the Council agrees to the recommendation, the following resolution is required: -

 

“That the roads referred to in the attached schedule be and are hereby declared to be a public roads.”

 

 

SCHEDULE FOR ROBINHOOD INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, BALLYMOUNT

LOCAL ELECTORAL AREA:- TALLAGHT CENTRAL

TOWNLAND:  Robinhood

ELECTORAL DIVISION:  Clondalkin

BC No: 345

	NAME
	LENGTH

      (m) 
	DESCRIPTIONS

	Robinhood Industrial Estate

Road “A”
	629
	From its junction with Ballymount Road Lower, northwards for 480m, northwestwards for 80m then westwards for 69m to its junction with Road B.



	Robinhood Industrial Estate

Road “B”
	558
	From its junction with Robinhood Road, southeastwards for 30m, southwards for 370m, southeastwards for 52m then eastwards for 106m to its junction with Road A.
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It was proposed by Councillor T. Ridge , seconded by Councillor E. Maloney and AGREED:

“That the roads referred to in the schedules of the report be and are hereby declared to be public roads.”

(C/0205/06) 
PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF AFFORDABLE HOUSING (2 UNITS)
The report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“Under Section 94 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 (as amended) South Dublin County Council prepared a Housing Strategy.  One of the key purposes of the strategy is to identify the overall need for affordable housing in the area of the County Development Plan and to ensure that South Dublin County Council provides for the development of affordable housing.  To date, the Council has been successful in acquiring affordable housing units for eligible applicants through:-

(a) Part V of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended)

(b) The development of public private partnerships/joint ventures.

(c) The Integrated Area Plans in tax designated areas.

and in order to comply with the requirements of Section 211 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 (as amended) and Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 it is proposed to amend resolutions minute no’s c/0031/06 dated 09/01/2006 and c/0121/2006 dated 13/02/2006 regarding the applicants set out in the first  schedule hereto. 

The consent of the Council is sought for the disposal of these properties to eligible applicants.

Joe Horan

County Manager”
The report was NOTED.

(C/0206/06)
SMALL BUILDERS SCHEME- PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF FEE SIMPLE INTEREST AT 62 BALROTHERY ESTATE, TALLAGHT, DUBLIN 24
The report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“It is proposed in accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No. 2) Act, 1978 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 to dispose of the fee simple interest in the site listed hereunder to Mr. and Mrs. Thomas McMahon to whom the site has been leased under the terms of the Council’s Small Builders Scheme. Mr. and Mrs. Thomas McMahon have applied in accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No. 2) Act, 1978 to acquire the fee simple interest in the property.  The Ground Rent payable is €19.04 per annum.

	Site No.


	Lessee
	Date of Lease
	Land Acquired From
	Purchase Price

	62 Balrothery 

Estate, Tallaght,

Dublin 24.


	Mr. and Mrs. Thomas McMahon


	14/03/1974
	Siobhan O’ Dea
	€480


Joe Horan
_____________________

County Manager”
The report was NOTED.

(C/0207/06) 
SMALL BUILDERS SCHEME - PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF FEE SIMPLE INTEREST AT 137 BALROTHERY ESTATE, TALLAGHT, DUBLIN 24
The report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:
It is proposed in accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No. 2) Act, 1978 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 to dispose of the fee simple interest in the site listed hereunder to Mr. William Arthurs to whom the site has been leased under the terms of the Council’s Small Builders Scheme. Mr. William Arthurs has applied in accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No. 2) Act, 1978 to acquire the fee simple interest in the property.  The Ground Rent payable is €19.04 per annum.

	Site No.


	Lessee
	Date of Lease
	Land Acquired From
	Purchase Price

	137 Balrothery 

Estate, Tallaght,

Dublin 24.


	Mr. William Arthurs


	17/09/1973
	Siobhan O’ Dea
	€480


Joe Horan
_____________________

County Manager”
The report was NOTED.

(C/0208/06) 
DISPOSAL OF FEE SIMPLE INTEREST IN SITE AT THE REAR OF ST. DOMINICK’S SHOPPING CENTRE, ST. DOMINICK’S ROAD, TALLAGHT TO LESSEES, SANDYMARK INVESTMENTS PLC (FORMERLY RATHCOOLE PRODUCTS LTD)   
The report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“The Council at its meeting in April 1997 approved the disposal, by way of lease , of a site comprising 0.326 hectares approx. at the rear of St. Dominicks Shopping Centre, St Dominicks Road, Tallaght to Rathcoole Products Ltd for the construction of Enterprise Units / Light Industrial Units. Minute No. C/152/97 and Managers Order LA/59/97 refer. One of the terms of the disposal agreement (Condition No. 3 of Managers Order LA/59/97) states as follows:-

“That at the expiration of the 5th year, or at any time thereafter the Lessee will have the option to purchase the fee simple interest in the site for the fixed price of £450,000 (four hundred and fifty thousand pounds) excluding stamp duty. (Stamp duty to be paid at the time of future sale at the prevailing rate). However, if at the start of the year eleven the Lessee has not exercised his option to purchase, the purchase price of £450,000 (four hundred and fifty thousand pounds) shall be adjusted thereafter by the increase, if any, in the Consumer Price Index”

A Solicitor for Sandymark Investments Plc, whom it is stated are the successors in title to Rathcoole Products Ltd and an Associated Company, has now applied on behalf of the Lessees to exercise this option and the consideration due to South Dublin County Council is £450,000 (four hundred and fifty thousand pounds) - €571,382 (five hundred and seventy one thousand, three hundred and eighty two euro).

Accordingly, I recommend that the Council dispose of the Fee Simple Interest in a site comprising 0.326 hectares approximately at the rear of St Dominicks Shopping Centre, St. Dominicks Road, Tallaght as shown hatched on the attached indicative Drawing No. LD 750/1 to Sandymark Investments Plc. for the sum of €571,382 in accordance with Section 211 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001.

The lands to be disposed of form part of lands acquired from Dublin City Council in 1983 for community purposes.

J. Horan 

County Manager”
The report was NOTED.

(C/0209/06)PROPOSED EXCHANGE OF LANDS AT BALDONNELL LITTLE WITH ST. FRANCIS FOOTBALL CLUB LIMITED.   
The report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“The South Dublin County Council Compulsory Purchase (Outer Ring Road – Balgaddy to Kingswood) Order, 2001 was confirmed with modifications by An Bord Pleanala on 12th December, 2001.  Notice to Treat was served on 3rd April 2002 and Notice of Intention to Enter was served on 30th September 2002 on St. Francis Football Club Limited, who have a freehold interest in Plot 14 of the aforementioned Compulsory Purchase Order.

The Chief Valuer was instructed to negotiate compensation for the acquisition of St. Francis Football Club Limited’s interest in the plot and he now recommends the following settlement terms and conditions as being fair and reasonable:-

1. That the monetary compensation shall be in the sum of €40,000 (forty thousand euro).

2. That the Council shall, on completion of registration to the Council of the lands and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 and in accordance with Section 211 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000, dispose of the unencumbered freehold title with vacant possession of the land outlined in coloured yellow on the attached Drawing No. St. Francis 100/1 for no consideration, measuring 225 square metres approximately.

3. That St. Francis Football Club Limited shall retain title to the area to the area of circa 83 square metres or thereabouts coloured green on attached Drawing No. St. Francis/100/1.

4. That St. Francis Football Club Limited shall transfer unencumbered freehold title in possession to the land of circa 931 square metres or thereabouts shown coloured red on the attached map no. St. Francis/100/1.

5. That accommodation works are as built and agreed between the Council’s Roads Department and Mr. Paul O’Connell, St. Francis Football Club Limited’s architect.

6. That all outstanding charges, rates and taxes (if any) on the land shall be cleared prior to completion of transaction.

7. That the Council shall be prepared to pay St. Francis Football Club Limited’s legal costs of conveyancing, together with an architect’s fee (to Mr. Paul O’Connell) of €2,500 plus VAT (if applicable) and a valuer’s fee of €1,500 plus VAT (if applicable).

8. That the above proposal is subject to satisfactory proof of title.

Accordingly, I recommend that in accordance with Section 211 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 the Council, on completion of registration of title to the Council of the lands, dispose of an area of land comprising 225 square metres or thereabouts, coloured yellow on Drawing No. St. Francis/100/1 at Baldonnell Little to St. Francis Football Club Limited on the foregoing terms and conditions as recommended by the Chief Valuer.

The lands to be disposed of were acquired from Shireen Properties Limited for road purposes in January 2006 (Land Registry Dealing Number D2006DN005180U refers).

J. Horan

County Manager.”
A discussion followed with a contribution from Councillor J. Daly.  Mr. J. Walsh responded to the Member’s queries. 
The report was NOTED.

(C/0210/06) 
DISPOSAL OF 1.26 ACRES AT WILLSBROOK, LUCAN TO TIERRA LTD. 
It was noted that this item had been WITHDRAWN from the agenda pending the outcome of further negotiations between the Department of Education & Science and the Council.
(C/0211/06) REPORT ON PART 8 OF THE PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS 2001 -  TYMON NORTH RESIDENTIAL CELL TRAFFIC CALMING
The report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:
“The attached report was considered at the Tallaght Area Committee Meeting (2) on Monday 27th February 2006.

Following consideration of the report it was recommended by the Committee that the traffic calming scheme be implemented subject to the following 13 modifications listed in the report:-

                                         Modifications:

1.
An additional ramp will be installed on Old Tallaght Road in advance of the entrance into Glenview Lawns.  

2.
A ramp will be installed on Tymon Lane in advance of the houses.

3.
A Yield line marking will be provided on both ends of Glenview Park.

4.
It is proposed to re-position ramp from western access road to open space end of Glenview Park.  
5.
It is proposed to install 2 ramps on Bancroft Grove at the following 
locations:

(a)  between house nos 9/11 and 10/12 

(b)  between house nos 25/27 and 18/20

6.
A Yield sign and line will be provided on Bancroft Road at its junction with Old Tallaght Road.

7.
Appropriate signage will be provided on Castletymon Road.

8.
It is proposed to provide a ramp between nos 1 and 2 Tymon North 
Gardens.

9.
A Yield Line and White Centre Line will be provided on Glenview Park at both its junctions with the Old Tallaght Road.  Children at Play signs will also be provided.

10.
It is proposed to provide a ramp in the vicinity of the rear of 142 Castle Park.

11.
It is proposed to provide a ramp in the vicinity of 201/202 Castle Park.

12. 
It is proposed to provide 2 ramps on Tymon North Park as follows:

1 in the vicinity of no. 2 Tymon North Park and the other between nos. 8 and 9 Tymon North Park.

13.     Bus ramps will replace bus cushions on Castletymon Road.

MEETING OF TALLAGHT AREA COMMITTEE (2)

MONDAY, 27TH FEBRUARY,  2006

HEADED ITEM No. 19 

REPORT ON PART 8 OF THE PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS 2001 – TYMON NORTH RESIDENTIAL CELL

INTRODUCTION:

Part 8 of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001 prescribes the requirements in respect of certain classes of Local Authority Developments. The Regulations apply to the proposed works involved in the provision of traffic calming in Tymon North Residential Cell.

DESCRIPTION OF SCHEME AS ADVERTISED:

The proposed works consist of the following:

1. Castletymon Road

The installation of a set of traffic lights at its junction with Tallaght Road

The provision of 13 bus cushions

The provision of centre line chevron marking


The construction of lay by parking in vicinity of Castle Park

      Tymonville   

The provision of 14 standard traffic calming ramps

      Tymon North/St. Aongus

The provision of 14 standard traffic calming ramps

      Castlepark

          The provision of 5 standard traffic calming ramps

          Castle Lawns/Balrothery

          The provision of 8 standard traffic calming ramps

          Bancroft

          The provision of 11 standard traffic calming ramps

          Glenview Park 

          The provision of 3 standard traffic calming ramps

          Access Road to Brookmount

          The provision of 3 standard traffic calming ramps and 

2.     Associated Road Signage           

CONSULTATION PROCESS:

The Tymon North Traffic Calming Scheme was advertised in accordance with Part 8 of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001, in the Echo on Thursday, 15th September 2005.  The scheme went on public display on Thursday 15th September 2005 to Friday 13th October 2005 at the offices of South Dublin County Council, County Hall, Tallaght, County Library, Tallaght, Dublin 24. A leaflet detailing the proposed measures was circulated to each household in this cell.

The closing date for submissions was Friday 28th October 2005.

SUBMISSIONS RECEIVED:

24 submissions were received – one after the closing date. A schedule of the submissions is attached to this report and a file containing the submissions is available at the meeting. 

ISSUES RAISED AND ROADS DEPARTMENT REPLIES TO THE SUBMISSIONS:

	Concerns

Expressed        Submission by: Individual Resident (1)

	1.
	Submission
	Speeding on Old Tallaght Road and hand brake turns at entrance to Glenview Lawns.  Request to re-position ramp in advance of entrance to Glenview Lawn.

	1.
	Response
	An additional ramp will be installed on Old Tallaght Road in advance of the entrance into Glenview Lawns.  

	Concerns

Expressed        Submission by: Individual Resident (2)

	2.
	Submission
	Request for a ramp on Tymon Lane due to the speed of cars.

	2.
	Response
	A ramp will be installed on Tymon Lane in advance of the houses.



	Concerns

Expressed        Submission by: Individual Resident(3)(4b)(Councillor18)

	3.
	Submission
	Requesting: 
a. provision of stop/yield sign at open space end of Glenview Park. 

b. re-position ramp on western access road to open space end of Glenview Park.

c. welcomes installation of traffic lights at junction of Castletymon Road and Tallaght Road

d. welcomes provision of lay-by parking at Castle Park  

	3.
	Response
	(a)   A Yield line marking will be provided on  both ends of Glenview Park.

(b)  This ramp will be repositioned as       requested.

(c)   Noted

(d)   Noted



	Concerns

Expressed        Submission by: Individual Resident (5),(20), Councillor (18), (21) 

	4.
	Submission
	Request ramps on Bancroft Grove

	4.
	Response
	It is proposed to install 2 ramps on Bancroft Grove at the following locations:

(a)  between house nos 9/11 and 10/12 

(b)  between house nos 25/27 and 18/20

	Concerns

Expressed        Submission by: Individual Resident (6)

	5.
	Submission
	Objection to ramps on Bancroft Avenue – no traffic problems in estate.

	5.
	Response
	Ramps were requested for Bancroft Avenue, Park and Road by representatives of Bancroft Residents Assoc. at a meeting on 13th May, 2005.  See also submission 4 above requesting ramps on Bancroft Grove.

	Concerns

Expressed        Submission by: Individual Resident (7)

	6.
	Submission
	a. Questioning need for entrance ramp to Bancroft Road – will hinder right and left turners into Bancroft Road.  Suggesting that ramp be replaced by roundabout at the junction.
b. Replace signals at Junction of Castletymon and Tallaght Road with a roundabout to 

1. allow traffic to move on a continuous basis and

2. assist traffic in merging from Castletymon  Road and making a right hand turn in the direction of the Village.



	6.
	Response
	(a)  The positioning of the ramp will not  interfere with access to or egress from Bancroft Road.  

A Yield sign and line will be provided on Bancroft Road at its junction with Old Tallaght Road.

(b)  Traffic signals are a more effective and safer means of assisting traffic exiting from Castletymon Road onto Old Tallaght Road.

	Concerns

Expressed        Submission by: Individual Resident (8)

	7.
	Submission
	To realign Castletymon Road westwards to provide a greater distance to the eastern junction of Glenview Park.

	7.
	Response
	The provision of a full set of traffic signals at the Castletymon Road/Tallaght Road junction will cater for all traffic movements at this junction and should increase safety on both these roads.

	Concerns

Expressed        Submission by: Individual Resident (9)

	8.
	Submission
	Distance between ramps on western end of Glenview Park is too great.

	8.
	Response
	It is proposed to re-position ramp from western access road to open space end of Glenview Park.  Due to the configuration of driveways it is not possible to install additional ramps in Glenview Park.

	Concerns

Expressed        Submission by: Individual Resident (10)

	9.
	Submission
	Request for additional signage on Castletymon Road

	9.
	Response
	Appropriate signage will be provided on Castletymon Road.

	Concerns

Expressed        Submission by: Bord of Management Scoil Aonghusa (11)

	10.
	Submission
	Requesting the retention of pedestrian lights on Tallaght Road between Glenview Park/Castletymon Road

	10.
	Response
	It is proposed to retain these pedestrian lights.

	Concerns

Expressed        Submission by: Individual Resident (12)

	11.
	Submission
	No need for additional ramps in Bancroft

	11.
	Response
	Ramps were requested for Bancroft Avenue, Park and Road by representatives of Bancroft Residents Assoc. at a meeting on 13th May, 2005.  See also submission 4 above requesting ramps on Bancroft Grove.

	Concerns

Expressed        Submission by: Individual Resident (13)

	12.
	Submission
	Request for one ramp between nos 3 and 4 Tymon North Gardens to slow down traffic speeding around the corner.

	12.
	Response
	It is proposed to provide a ramp between nos 1 and 2 Tymon North Gardens.

	Concerns

Expressed        Submission by: Individual Resident (14) Senator(22) on behalf of 14 

	13.
	Submission
	a. Request to lower the speed limit from 50km/h to 30km/h 
b. Requesting yield line and white centre line on Glenview Park at its junction with Tallaght Road

c. Requesting Children at Play signs  

	13.
	Response
	a. This cell is within the built up area speed limit of 50km/h.  It is not proposed to reduce this speed limit.

b. These road markings will be provided.

c. Children at play signs will be provided. 

	Concerns

Expressed        Submission by: Individual Resident (15)

	14.
	Submission
	Requesting an additional ramp outside 142 Castle Park

	14.
	Response
	It is proposed to provide a ramp in the vicinity of the rear of 142 Castle Park.

	Concerns

Expressed        Submission by: Individual Resident (16)

	15.
	Submission
	Feels that bus cushions will delay buses on Tymonville Road.

	15.
	Response
	The main purpose of this traffic calming scheme is to reduce the speed of traffic.

Due to the width of this road it is considered that bus ramps would be more effective than bus cushions in reducing the speed of vehicles on this road.

Accordingly it is proposed to install bus ramps on Castletymon Road. The scheme should not impact unduly on the bus service.  



	Concerns

Expressed        Submission by: Individual Resident (17)

	16.
	Submission
	Requesting an additional ramp outside 201/208 Castle Park

	16.
	Response
	It is proposed to provide a ramp in the vicinity of 201/202 Castle Park.

	Concerns

Expressed        Submission by: Councillor (18)

	17.
	Submission
	Replace ramps between 174 Balrothery and the junction of Castle Lawns with bollards.

	17.
	Response
	The scheme provides for the installation of 2 ramps on this stretch of road and it is considered that these measures should be adequate in slowing down traffic on this road. 

	Concerns

Expressed        Submission by: Individual Resident (19)

	18.
	Submission
	Objecting to ramps on St Aonghus Crescent as they slow down response time of emergency vehicles, endanger motorcyclists in poor weather conditions, increase air pollution, noise pollution and create extra wear and tear on vehicles and increase fuel consumption. 

	18.
	Response
	Dublin Fire Brigade have no objection to this proposed traffic calming scheme – see submission 19 below.  It is not accepted that the traffic calming ramps on St. Aonghus Crescent will increase air pollution, noise pollution, wear and tear on vehicles etc. if traversed at an appropriate speed.

	Concerns

Expressed        Submission by: Dublin Fire Brigade (23)

	19.
	Submission
	No objection to the proposal.  Recommends that ramps be no greater than 75mm high and are at 100m intervals.

	19.
	Response
	The ramps will not be greater than 75mm high and will be spaced at approx 100m intervals.

	Concerns

Expressed        Submission by: Individual Resident (24)

	20.
	Submission
	Request for two ramps on Tymon North Park.

	20.
	Response
	It is proposed to provide 2 ramps on Tymon North Park as follows:

1 in the vicinity of no. 2 Tymon North Park and the other between nos. 8 and 9 Tymon North Park.


The scheme as advertised provided for the installation of bus cushions on Castletymon Road as this is a bus route. However, due to the width of this road it is considered that bus ramps would be more effective than bus cushions in reducing the speed of vehicles on this road.

Accordingly it is proposed to install bus ramps on Castletymon Road 

RECOMMENDATION:

It is recommended that the scheme be implemented subject to the following modifications:






Modifications:

1.
An additional ramp will be installed on Old Tallaght Road in advance of the entrance into Glenview Lawns.  

2.
A ramp will be installed on Tymon Lane in advance of the houses.

3.
A Yield line marking will be provided on both ends of Glenview Park.

4.
It is proposed to re-position ramp from western access road to open space end of Glenview Park.  
5.
It is proposed to install 2 ramps on Bancroft Grove at the following 
locations:

(a)  between house nos 9/11 and 10/12 

(b)  between house nos 25/27 and 18/20

6.
A Yield sign and line will be provided on Bancroft Road at its junction with Old Tallaght Road.

7.
Appropriate signage will be provided on Castletymon Road.

8.
It is proposed to provide a ramp between nos 1 and 2 Tymon North 
Gardens.

9.
A Yield Line and White Centre Line will be provided on Glenview Park at both its junctions with the Old Tallaght Road.  Children at Play signs will also be provided.

10.
It is proposed to provide a ramp in the vicinity of the rear of 142 Castle Park.

11.
It is proposed to provide a ramp in the vicinity of 201/202 Castle Park.

12. 
It is proposed to provide 2 ramps on Tymon North Park as follows:

1 in the vicinity of no. 2 Tymon North Park and the other between nos. 8 and 9 Tymon North Park.

13.     Bus ramps will replace bus cushions on Castletymon Road.

The recommendation of the Committee will be brought to the County Council for decision. 

LIST OF SUBMISSIONS

	No.
	Name
	                Address


	1
	Noel Whelan                                   
	                301 Glenview Lawn

	
	
	

	2                  
	Anthony & Marie Kennedy
	                7 Tymon Lane

	
	
	

	3  
	Ralph McGarry                                               
	                333 Glenview Park

	
	
	

	4       
	Tommy Beatty
	                20 Glenview Park

	
	
	

	5
	Paul Cunningham                                 
	    pcunningham@led.ie

	
	
	

	6
	Paddy Mellon
	                35 Bancroft Avenue


7       John Murray



 11 Bancroft Cresent

8
Oliver O’Reilly



203 Bancroft Estate

9
Martin Doyle



168 Glenview Park

10
Pat Sweeney




-------

11
Bord of Management of 




Scoil Aonghusa Junior and Senior


12
Mairin Gallagher



17 Bancroft Road


13
John Dale



3 Tymon North Gardens

14
Neil McCarthy



64 Glenview Park

15
Noel Whelan



148 Castle Park

16
Ann Graham



25 St Aonghus Green

17
Michael Byrne



202 Castle Park


18
Cllr E Maloney



South Dublin County Council

19
Bernard McGuinness


13 St Aonghus Cresent

20
Loretto Lacey



31 Bancroft Grove

21
Sean Burke



39 Bancroft Grove

 22
Senator Brian Hayes


48 Dunmore Park, Kingswood  Heights

23
Dublin Fire Brigade


24
Eamonn Fitzgerald


12 Tymon North Park”




The report was NOTED and it was AGREED that the proposed development be carried out as recommended in the Manager’s Report.

(C/0212/06)
REPORT ON PART 8 OF THE PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS 2001 - LIMEKILN ROAD
The report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:
“The attached report was considered at the Terenure Rathfarnham Area Committee Meeting (1) on Tuesday 7th February 2006.

Following consideration of the report it was recommended by the Committee that the Limekiln Road Extension scheme be implemented subject to the following 2 modifications listed in the report:-

                                         Modifications:
a) The inclusion of traffic calming measures on the Limekiln Road Extension, as an extension of the recently installed traffic calming measures on the existing Limekiln Road. 

b) The inclusion of ducting at the junction of Limekiln Road and Green Park Estate to enable traffic lights to be easily installed if they are deemed to be required at a future date.

Meeting of the Terenure/Rathfarnham Area Committee
Tuesday 7th February 2006

Report on Part 8 Local Government (Planning and Development) Regulations 2001 –

Proposed Limekiln Road Extension

CONTENTS

1.0 Introduction

2.0 Consultation Process

3.0 Written Submissions

4.0 Submissions and Observations – Details and Responses.

5.0 Summary

1.0
Introduction

Part 8 of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001 (S.I. No. 600 of 2001) prescribes the requirements in respect of Local Authority Development for the purposes of Section 179 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000.  The Regulations apply to the proposed works involved in the Limekiln Road Extension.

The proposed works as advertised consist of the following: -

1. Construction of approximately 330 metres of 9 metre wide carriageway between Greenhills Road and Limekiln Road.

2. Construction of cycletracks and footpaths.

3. Installation of signal control at the junction of Limekiln Road Extension and Greenhills Road.

4. Provision of pedestrian lights close to the end of the existing Limekiln Roads.

5. Provision of pedestrian and maintenance entrances to Tymon Park.

6. Provision of drainage and associated features.

7. Provision of public lighting, road markings and signage.

2.0
Consultation Process

The proposal was advertised in accordance with Part 8 of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001 and was on public display from Thursday 14th July 2005 until Thursday 11th August 2005. Any person wishing to make a submission or observation with respect to the proposed works was invited to do so in writing.  The latest date for receipt of submissions regarding the proposed works was 8th September 2005.

3.0
Written Submissions

Eighteen written submissions, which are included in full in Appendix 1, were received from the following: -

1. Roads and Traffic Department, SDCC.

2. Water Maintenance Section, SDCC.

3. Ms. Joan Ward.  Email, fattybells@hotmail.ie.
4. Ms. Geraldine O’Reilly on behalf of Donald & Kathleen O’Reilly, 38 Limekiln Road, Manor Estate, Dublin 12.
5. Water Maintenance Section, SDCC.

6. Planning Department. SDCC.

7. Greenpark Football Club, Paul Reid (Secretary), 64a Walnut Close, Kingswood, Dublin 24.
8.
Murphy Solicitors, Fiona Lee, Mount Clarence House, 91 Upper Georges Street, Dun Laoghaire, Co. Dublin.
9.
Greenhills Residents Association, Mary Gahan, C/O Greenhills, Community Centre, Rear St Joseph’s Road, Greenhills, Dublin 12.
10. Mr. Barry J. Doyle, 2 Tibradden Grove, Greenpark, Dublin 12.
11. Kevin & Theresa Duffy, 12 Kippure Ave, Greenpark, Walkinstown, Dublin 12.
12. Mr. Gerry McDonnell, 4 Kippure Ave, Greenpark, Dublin 12.
13. Greenpark Residents Association, Christopher Merrigan & Bernadette Hynes, 13 Glendoo Close, Greenpark, Walkinstown, Dublin 12.
14. Mr. Liam Brown, 2williamb@eircom.net 

15. Mr. Larry Morris, 9 Lugnaquilla Ave, Green Park, Dublin 12.
16. Dublin Transportation Office (DTO), Floor 3, Hainault House, 69-71 St. Stephens Green, Dublin 2.
17. Councillor Cait Keane on behalf of Mr. Gerry McDonnell, 7 Kippure Avenue, Green Park, Dublin 12. 
18. Ms. Maureen Horan, maureen.horan@shenickgroup.com 

A file containing the submissions is available at the meeting.

4.0
Submissions and Observations – Details and Responses.

Comments and Observations received from the eighteen submissions and Responses to each are as follows:

1.
Roads & Traffic Department, SDCC.

This submission states that ‘cycle facilities should be designed and provided in accordance with the current Cycle Design Manual’.

The submission also states that ‘cycle tracks are marked through junctions, 
Response:
Cycle facilities have been designed and provided in accordance with the current Cycle Design Manual and to South Dublin County Council’s Standards. Detailed design of the scheme will conform to the Cycle Design Standard current at that time.

All junctions have been assessed individually.  The detailed design of each junction will be discussed with, and subject to the approval of, the Traffic Section of the Roads and Traffic Department of South Dublin County Council. 

2.
Water Maintenance Section, SDCC.
This submission states that the ‘Water Maintenance Section has no objection to the scheme subject to the recommendations of the Water Area Engineer being accommodated in the detailed design’. The submission lists water infrastructure affected by the scheme and possible action required.

Response:

All utility / service providers will be contacted at detailed design stage and impact on all services (including water services) will be identified and dealt with in conjunction with, and to the requirements of, each individual utility / service provider.

3. Ms. Joan Ward.  Email, fattybells@hotmail.ie.

also
4. Ms. Geraldine O’Reilly on behalf of Donald & Kathleen O’Reilly, 38 Limekiln Road, Manor Estate, Dublin 12.


These submissions concern anticipated increased traffic volumes on Limekiln Road, speed levels on the road and lack of traffic calming measures. 

Response: 

It is anticipated that traffic levels within Green Park Estate will reduce as a result of the proposed Limekiln Road Extension. Traffic volumes may however increase on Limekiln Road.

Traffic calming measures have recently been installed on the existing Limekiln Road.  It is proposed to extend these measures to the proposed Limekiln Road Extension, thereby restricting speed and providing a safer road environment.

 5.
Water Management Section, SDCC.

This submission concerns the same issue as Submission No. 2 and describes in greater detail requirements in relation to existing and proposed water services.

Response: 

All utility / service providers will be contacted at detailed design stage and impact on all services (including water services) will be identified and dealt with in conjunction with, and to the requirements of, each individual utility / service provider.

6. Planning Department, SDCC.

This submission outlines a description of the proposed scheme, its context in relation to Zoning and Road Objectives vis-à-vis the County Development Plan. 

The submission further states the following:

‘The proposed Limekiln Road Extension to Greenhills Road is an objective included in the Development Plan 2004-2010 as indicated in the written statement and maps. 

Road designs should have regard to the sustainable place making model as outlined in Section 11.8 – Road Design Considerations – of the Development Plan 2004-2010, if applicable.

The drawings displayed do not detail items such as landscaping and boundary treatment.  This is a detail that may need addressing to ensure that open spaces are adequately dealt with to avoid security and anti-social behaviour issues’.
Response: 

The proposed scheme involves the extension of Limekiln Road to Greenhills Road.  The scheme has and will have regard to the sustainable place making model as outlined in Section 11.8 – Road Design Considerations – of the Development Plan 2004-2010, where applicable.

Details such as landscaping will be to South Dublin County Council standards. New boundaries in Tymon Park will be similar to existing boundaries currently in place. 

7. Greenpark Football Club, Paul Reid (Secretary), 64a Walnut Close, Kingswood, Dublin 24.
This submission concerns the playing fields to the east of the proposed Limekiln Road Extension and the future of this area.

Response:
The Roads Department of South Dublin County Council proposes to construct the Limekiln Road Extension to the layout shown on the Part 8 Display Drawing.  The proposed road alignment does not impact on the existing playing pitches and therefore there will be no change to the current status of this area. The area in question is zoned Objective GB – to preserve a ‘Green Belt’ between development areas. There are no plans to change this zoning status.

8.
Murphy Solicitors, Fiona Lee, Mount Clarence House, 91 Upper Georges Street, Dun Laoghaire, Co. Dublin.

This submission has been made on behalf of William and Louise Walters of Tymon, Greenhills Road, Walkinstown, Dublin 12.

The submission states that the proposed road will be approximately 30m from the rear of the property and raises concerns in relation to:

a) Noise pollution.

b) Emissions from cars.

c) Noise pollution during construction.

d) Effect of road lighting.

e) Effect on the public park, particularly the sports fields.

The submission also states that there was an illegal dump on site, approximately 30 years ago and raises concerns over the possible uncovering of the dump.

The submission also states that ‘if the roadway is constructed that it will be necessary for them to make alterations to their property to include possible double glazing, if the noise level is of an intensive nature’.
Response:

The proposed road is 32m from the rear of the property and is in a cutting, which assists in terms of noise abatement.  A low wall and railing is proposed along the boundary of the road, which will also assist in terms of noise abatement.  Given the distance between the property and the proposed road and the level of the road it is highly unlikely that noise levels at the property will exceed acceptable levels.  A study will however be undertaken to ascertain noise impact on the property.  If the noise level exceeds acceptable limits, then a low noise surface will be installed and if necessary the boundary wall will be increased to an appropriate height as a mitigation measure.

Emissions from vehicular traffic will have no impact on the property.

Normal construction activities are generally restricted to the period between 8.00am and 7.00pm, Monday to Friday and between 9.00am and 4.30pm on Saturdays. This excludes the pumping out of excavations, security and emergency works.  It will be a requirement of the Construction Contract that noise control measures be in place at all times e.g. construction vehicles and equipment to be properly maintained, equipment used intermittently to be shut down or throttled back to a minimum during periods when not in use, all vehicles and equipment to be fitted with exhaust silencers, where appropriate.  Dust control measures will also be implemented to minimise dust emanating from the construction site.

Lighting on the proposed road will be positioned so that the direction of light is away from the property.

The Roads Department of South Dublin County Council proposes to construct the Limekiln Road Extension to the layout shown on the Part 8 Display Drawing. The proposed road alignment does not impact on the existing playing pitches and therefore there will be no change to the current status of this area.

Investigations will be carried out to ascertain ground conditions along the proposed route of the road.  If illegally dumped material is encountered it will be properly dealt with by removal to a licensed landfill.

9.
Greenhills Residents Association, Mary Gahan, c/o Greenhills, Community Centre, Rear St Joseph’s Road, Greenhills, Dublin 12.
This submission raises concerns in relation to increased traffic volumes on Limekiln Avenue travelling from Greenhills Road to St. Peters Road. It states that ‘at present the residents of St. James Road and residents of the roads leading off St. James Road have serious difficulties entering the stream of traffic on St. James Road.


The submission also states that the Tymon Park is ‘an amenity for the people and not a facility for use as a solution to the traffic congestion/free flow problem of South County Dublin’.


Response:
It is anticipated that the Greenhills Ballymount Reconfiguration will have little impact on through-traffic within Green Park.  However, it is anticipated that the Limekiln Road Extension will reduce the extent of ‘rat-running’ that currently exists within Green Park.

Traffic calming measures are currently being installed on the existing Limekiln Road.  It is proposed to extend these measures to the proposed Limekiln Road Extension, thereby restricting speed and providing a safer road environment.  This will also make this route less attractive to ‘rat-running’ traffic that currently utilises this route.  

The Scheme is an objective of the South Dublin County Development Plan 2004 – 2010. The various elements of the Scheme form the following Objectives of the Development Plan 2004 – 2010:

· The realigned road is a 6-year Roads Objective.

· The provision of cycle facilities is a proposed Cycle Route Network Objective.

The Scheme also forms part of the Integrated Framework Plan for Land Use and Transportation for the Tallaght Area (IFPLUT).  The Plan, finalised in 2003, was commissioned by South Dublin County Council and the Dublin Transportation Office (DTO).  Its purpose was to establish a strategy to maximise the potential benefit of sustainable development of the area and to fully utilise proposals for improving public transport and highway systems, together with cycling and walking facilities.  The Limekiln Road Extension forms part of the proposed cycle and road network improvements examined under IFPLUT.

10. Mr. Barry J. Doyle, 2 Tibradden Grove, Greenpark, Dublin 12.

This submission concerns both the Greenhills Ballymount Reconfiguration Scheme and the Limekiln Road Extension Scheme.  The submission also raises issues in relation to traffic calming measures within Green Park Estate.  Issues relating to the Limekiln Road Extension are as follows:
1) That there be no change to the status of the playing pitches in Tymon Park.

2) That a pedestrian bridge be installed instead of the proposed pedestrian crossing.

3) That traffic lights be installed at the junction of Kippure Avenue and Limekiln Road.

4) That local residents and community groups be kept informed of any alterations or changes to the developments already planned.

The submission also states that ‘as a resident I am in favour of any plan to ease traffic in the estate and improve our quality of life’.

Response:

1) The Roads Department of South Dublin County Council proposes to construct the Limekiln Road Extension to the layout shown on the Part 8 Display Drawing.  The proposed road alignment does not impact on the existing playing pitches and therefore there will be no change to the current status of this area.

2) A pedestrian bridge is not warranted at this location from either a pedestrian safety or pedestrian numbers viewpoint. A signalised pedestrian crossing close to the end of the existing Limekiln Road is proposed as part of the scheme

3) Traffic levels do not warrant traffic lights at this location.  Traffic calming measures recently installed on Limekiln Road and similar measures on the proposed Limekiln Road Extension will assist traffic at this junction.  It is however proposed to include ducting at this location in order that traffic lights can be fitted at a later date, if the need arises.

4) There are no changes proposed to the scheme.  

11. Kevin & Theresa Duffy, 12 Kippure Ave, Greenpark, Walkinstown, Dublin 12.

This submission makes general observations in relation to traffic and traffic congestion within Green Park Estate.  The submission states that ‘having regard to the foregoing the proposed development is welcome and has the potential to ameliorate the problems highlighted.  For that reason we fully support the Council’s proposals’.

The submission also states that ‘the effectiveness of the proposed scheme in reducing traffic volumes through the estate will be significantly impaired unless the present entrance to Green Park from Greenhills Road is closed’.
Response:
The closure or non-closure of the entrance to Green Park from Greenhills Road via the ‘dip’ is associated with the Greenhills Ballymount Reconfiguration Scheme.  The majority of submissions in relation to the Greenhills Ballymount Reconfiguration Scheme requested that this link be kept open. 

It is anticipated that the Limekiln Road Extension will significantly reduce the volume of traffic accessing the Greenhills Road via the ‘dip’.  The access to Green Park to/from Greenhills Road via the ‘dip’ will remain open to traffic as part of the Greenhills Ballymount Reconfiguration Scheme.

12. Mr. Gerry McDonnell, 4 Kippure Ave, Greenpark, Dublin 12.

This submission concerns both the Greenhills Ballymount Reconfiguration Scheme and the Limekiln Road Extension Scheme.  Issues relating to the Limekiln Road Extension are as follows:

1) Through Traffic.

The current traffic set-up into, within and exiting Green Park is discussed including the extent of ‘rat-running’ through the estate and the resultant ‘major negative impact on our quality of life in this area’.

The submission seeks clarification in how ‘the Council, in implementing the above proposed schemes, proposes to either eliminate or to substantially reduce the amount of through traffic through this estate while at the same time facilitating residents in their usage of the estate and its environs’.
2)
Public Open Spaces.

The question of the future status of the portion of Tymon Park to the east of the proposed Limekiln Road Extension is queried and it is stated that this land should remain in the full ownership of the County Council ‘as a public open space for recreational and sporting purposes’.

Response: 

1) It is anticipated that the Limekiln Road Extension will reduce the extent of ‘rat-running’ that currently exists within Green Park.

2) The Roads Department of South Dublin County Council proposes to construct the Limekiln Road Extension to the layout shown on the Part 8 Display Drawing.  The proposed road alignment does not impact on the existing playing pitches and therefore there will be no change to the current status of this area. The area in question is zoned Objective GB – to preserve a ‘Green Belt’ between development areas. There are no plans to change this zoning status.

13. Greenpark Residents Association, Christopher Merrigan & Bernadette Hynes, 13 Glendoo Close, Greenpark, Walkinstown, Dublin 12.

This submission concerns both the Greenhills Ballymount Reconfiguration Scheme and the Limekiln Road Extension Scheme. In relation to Limekiln Road Extension the Association states that it opposes all aspects of the proposed Scheme until:

1. South Dublin County Council provide detailed information as to how they expect the plan to impact the residents of Greenpark in relation to:

· Traffic volumes through Greenpark estate and the Limekiln Road.

2. South Dublin County Council  provides ‘cast iron’ guarantees that the proposed area of Tymon Park adjacent to Greenpark, to be sectioned by the proposed Limekiln Road Extension, will remain a GREEN designated area unless otherwise agreed by a majority of Greenpark Residents.

3. Concerns about volumes of traffic through Greenpark Estate from Limekiln/Templeogue direction to the proposed new supermarket are addressed.

4. Sufficient time is allocated by South Dublin County Council  to allow residents achieve consensus on outstanding issues relative to the proposed roads adjustments.

5. The submission also states that the ‘period allocated by South Dublin County Council  for consultation i.e. 6 weeks (extended to 8 weeks) has proved totally inadequate’.
Response: 

1. It is anticipated that the Greenhills Ballymount Reconfiguration will result in little, if any, change to traffic volumes through Green Park Estate.  The Limekiln Road Extension is however expected to reduce through-traffic within Green Park Estate.  Traffic volumes may however increase on Limekiln Road.

2. The Roads Department of South Dublin County Council proposes to construct the Limekiln Road Extension to the layout shown on the Part 8 Display Drawing.  The proposed road alignment does not impact on the existing playing pitches and therefore there will be no change to the current status of this area. The area in question is zoned Objective GB – to preserve a ‘Green Belt’ between development areas. There are no plans to change this zoning status.

3. It is considered that the Limekiln Road Extension has little relevance to traffic associated with the new supermarket that travels through Green Park Estate.  It is considered that such traffic will be in place irrespective of whether the proposed realignment scheme is implemented or not.

4 & 5.
The requirement of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001 (S.I. No. 600 of 2001) in relation to Part 8 Planning procedures is as follows:

· Plans and particulars to be available for inspection for a period of not less than four weeks.

· Submissions or observations with respect to the proposed development may be made in writing before a specified date, which shall not be less than 2 weeks after the period for inspection of plans and particulars.

The plans and particulars were on official display from Thursday 14th July 2005 until Thursday 11th August 2005, a period of four weeks in compliance with the Regulations.

The latest date for receipt of submissions regarding the proposed works was 8th September 2005, a period of four weeks after the period for inspection of plans and particulars.

14.
Mr. Liam Brown, 2williamb@eircom.net
This submission concerns the following:

1. Increased traffic volumes to Limekiln Road

2. Present difficulties for residents exiting and entering their homes.

3. Dangers to children entering and exiting St. Peters School and in crossing Limekiln Road.

4. Traffic noise associated with the M50 will be increased.

5. The necessity in due course to construct ramps on the road.

6. Increased dangers to the public who wish to gain access to Tymon Park.

7. The present route to Greenhills Road through Green Park Estate regulates the speed at which traffic travels along the road and that the present ‘routes of access are sufficient to serve the needs of the public’.
Response: 

It is anticipated that traffic levels within Green Park Estate will reduce as a result of the proposed Limekiln Road Extension. Traffic volumes may however increase on Limekiln Road.

Traffic calming measures are currently being installed on the existing Limekiln Road.  It is proposed to extend these measures to the proposed Limekiln Road Extension, thereby restricting speed and providing a safer road environment.

The existing volume of traffic that ‘rat-runs’ through Green Park Estate has been a major cause of concern to residents within the estate for many years.  The Limekiln Road Extension is a 6-years Roads Objection of the Development Plan 2004-2010 and is required to control and regulate traffic in the general vicinity of Green Park.

Noise associated with the Limekiln Road Extension will be minimal and traffic calming measures and a low noise surface will mitigate the impact.

15. Mr. Larry Morris, 9 Lugnaquilla Ave, Green Park, Dublin 12.
This submission concerns the following:

1) No personal contact was made with residents of Green Park.

2) The proposal is for the convenience of more quality bus corridors and the movement of industrial traffic from as far as the Long Mile Road.

3) That an environmental impact study should be carried out to ‘allow the general concerns of residents to be heard with regard to access, public transport, consumption of traffic, splitting of a section of public park and wildlife that reside in the park’.
4) The future plans being considered for the section of park ‘sheared off from Tymon Park’.

Response:
1. The requirement of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001 (S.I. No. 600 of 2001) in relation to Part 8 Planning procedures is as follows:

· Plans and particulars to be available for inspection for a period of not less than four weeks.

· Submissions or observations with respect to the proposed development may be made in writing before a specified date, which shall not be less than 2 weeks after the period for inspection of plans and particulars.

The plans and particulars were on official display from Thursday 14th July 2005 until Thursday 11th August 2005, a period of four weeks in compliance with the Regulations.

The latest date for receipt of submissions regarding the proposed works was 8th September 2005, a period of four weeks after the period for inspection of plans and particulars. 


A presentation was made to the Green Park Residents Association on Tuesday 16th August 2005.  The presentation involved a detailed description of the Limekiln Road Extension and the Greenhills Ballymount Reconfiguration Scheme followed by questions and answers.

2. There are no bus lanes on the proposed Limekiln Road Extension.  The proposed extension is independent of the bus lanes proposed on the Greenhills Ballymount Reconfiguration Scheme.

3. The scheme is not of sufficient scale or content that would require the preparation of an EIS under current legislation.

4. The Roads Department of South Dublin County Council proposes to construct the Limekiln Road Extension to the layout shown on the Part 8 Display Drawing.  The proposed road alignment does not impact on the existing playing pitches and therefore there will be no change to the current status of this area.

16 Dublin Transportation Office (DTO). 

The DTO submitted one single submission covering five separate Part 8 schemes, namely a) The Greenhills Road Realignment at Parkview, b) Greenhills/Ballymount Reconfiguration, c) Limekiln Road Extension, d) Robinhood/Ballymount Reconfiguration and e) Embankment Road Extension.

The submission makes a general comment as follows:

‘The DTO supports three of the above schemes in principle as they are related to projects referred to in the DTO Strategy “A Platform for Change” under the category ‘Non-national Roads Projects – Metropolitan Area. These are a) The Greenhills Road Realignment at Parkview, b) Greenhills/Ballymount Reconfiguration and c) Embankment Road Extension’.

DTO comments particular to the Limekiln Road Extension scheme are as follows:

1. An initial examination of all these schemes taken together would indicate the provision of a new and interrelated orbital and radial route in the South Dublin County Council area.  In particular, the Robinhood extension, the Limekiln extension and the reconfiguration of the Greenhills Road would appear to provide for a new orbital route between the Long Mile Road/Naas Road and Wellington Lane, which connects with the N81.

2. The DTO would recommend that an assessment be undertaken which takes all of the schemes into account (assessment elements are detailed).

3.  The DTO would welcome the opportunity to discuss certain design elements with the local authority, in particular

· Road cross-section and lane width.

· Continuity of bus and cycle provision.

· Cycle provision through junctions.

· Pedestrian crossing facilities.

· The interaction between HGV’s and vulnerable road users’.
Response: 

1.
The proposed roads do form a connection between the Naas Road and Wellington Road, as do existing roads.  The proposed roads will not be to the standard of an ‘orbital’ road and will therefore not have the capacity for such a use.

2.
The Scheme has been a Roads Objective in numerous County Development Plans.  It is an objective of the South Dublin County Development Plan 2004 – 2010.  The various elements of the Scheme form the following Objectives of the Development Plan 2004 – 2010:

· The Limekiln Road Extension is a 6-year Roads Objective.

· The provision of cycle facilities is a proposed Cycle Route Network Objective.

The Scheme also forms part of the Integrated Framework Plan for Land Use and Transportation for the Tallaght Area (IFPLUT).  The Plan, finalised in 2003, was commissioned by South Dublin County Council and the Dublin Transportation Office (DTO).  Its purpose was to establish a strategy to maximise the potential benefit of sustainable development of the area and to fully utilise proposals for improving public transport and highway systems, together with cycling and walking facilities.  The Limekiln Road Extension forms part of the proposed cycle and road network improvements examined under IFPLUT.

3.
The Scheme has been designed to current road standards.  South Dublin County Council will discuss appropriate design elements with the DTO.

17.
Councillor Cait Keane on behalf of Mr. Gerry McDonnell, 7 Kippure Avenue, Green Park, Dublin 12.

This submission attached correspondence received by Councillor Cait Keane. Refer to Submission No. 12 in relation to the submission and Response.

18.
Ms. Maureen Horan, maureen.horan@shenickgroup.com

This submission makes comments in relation to the Limekiln Road Extension and the Greenhills Ballymount Reconfiguration Scheme.  In relation to the Limekiln Road Extension the submission requests that traffic lights be installed at the junction of Green Park Estate and Limekiln Road.

Response:

Traffic levels do not warrant traffic lights at this location.  Traffic calming measures recently installed on Limekiln Road and similar measures on the proposed Limekiln Road Extension will assist traffic at this junction.

It is proposed to include ducting at this location in order that traffic lights can be fitted at a later date, if the need arises.

5.0
Summary

The various works proposed under the Limekiln Road Extension are in accordance with the 2004-2010 County Development Plan and with the proper Planning and Development of the area.

It is therefore proposed to proceed with the Limekiln Road Extension subject to the following:

c) The inclusion of traffic calming measures on the Limekiln Road Extension, as an extension of the recently installed traffic calming measures on the existing Limekiln Road. 

d) The inclusion of ducting at the junction of Limekiln Road and Green Park Estate to enable traffic lights to be easily installed if they are deemed to be required at a future date.

The scheme will be funded from Development Levies.

A slide is available at the meeting.”
The report was NOTED and it was AGREED that the proposed development be carried out as recommended in the Manager’s Report.

(C/0213/06)  Application for a Countywide Grant 
The report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:
“Application for a Countywide Grant.

Application for a grant under the Council’s Community Grants Scheme has been received from the organisation listed below. Payment of this grant to this organisation, in accordance with the conditions of the scheme, in the amount set out hereunder, is recommended for approval:-

	Ref:
	Group

	Type of Application


	Date of Application
	Amount



	SCRA 
	Dublin Community Games,

Carmichael House,

North Brunswick Street,

Dublin 7.
	Countywide Community Activity Event with a Countywide Interest towards the annual Dublin Community Games including the development of  Community Games in the Clondalkin & Tallaght Area.
	06/02/06
	€5,000


It was proposed by Councillor T. Ridge, seconded by Councillor K. Warren and AGREED: 
“That the application for a grant under the Council’s Community Grants Scheme for Dublin Community Games, Carmichael House be APPROVED.”

(C/0214/06) 
APPROVAL OF REGISTRATION OF CHARGE BY THE MINISTER FOR ARTS, SPORT AND TOURISM IN RESPECT OF SITE AT HERMITAGE PARK, LUCAN, CO. DUBLIN – PROPOSED LEASE FOR CLUBHOUSE FACILITY TO ESKER CELTIC FOOTBALL CLUB. 
The report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“The Council at it’s meeting held on 9th May 2005 approved the grant of a 99-year lease in respect of a site at Hermitage Park, Lucan to Esker Celtic Football Club for the construction of a clubhouse, Manager’s Order No. LA/103/2005 refers.  The lease is subject to certain terms and conditions.

The terms and conditions provided, inter alia, that the club would be granted a building licence to enter the land and construct a clubhouse and a suitable boundary feature that shall be to the satisfaction of the Council and on satisfactory completion, they shall be granted a lease.

The terms and conditions also provided that the Club shall not sell, assign, sub-let, sub-divide, alienate or part with the possession of the subject property without the prior consent of the Council.

The Club has secured funding towards the provision of the facilities from the Minister for Arts, Sport, and Tourism and a condition of the payment of the grant monies requires the Club to enter into a Deed of Covenant and Charge with the Minister to continue to use the facility for the purpose for which the funds were provided and in the event of it failing to do so, to repay all or part of the grant to the Minister.  This Deed of Covenant and Charge is to be registered as a burden against the Club’s leasehold interest.

The Council, as Lessor and freehold owner of the site may be required to enter into a Deed of Agreement with the Minister, consenting to the burden being charged against the leasehold interest.

A difficulty has now arisen in that the Department of Arts, Sport and Tourism have refused to release funds to the Club until a lease is in place and the burden registered against the leasehold interest.

This has left the Club in a position where they may not be in a position to pay their contractor and therefore be unable to complete the facility.  As already stated above, the terms agreed by the Club provide that a lease will not be given to them until the facility has been completed.

In order to assist the Club in availing of the grant funding and ensure that the facility will be completed, the Council have indicated to the Department of Arts, Sport and Tourism that it is prepared to accept, subject to the requisite statutory approvals, the Deed of Covenant and Charge being registered as a burden against the Council-owned lands in favour of the Minister.

On completion of the lease the Council will seek to have this burden discharged and the Minister may then register the burden against the leasehold interest.

In accordance with Section 66 of the Local Government Act, 201 the Council may approve the granting of any ‘financial assistance whether by grants, loans, guarantees or other financial aid, lands or other structures etc’ for matters of this nature, such approval to be by way of resolution of the Council.  The above definition would include accepting a charge against Council property in respect of funds provided by other parties for facilities constructed theron.

Accordingly it is recommended that the Council adopt the following resolution:

“That subject to the provisions of Section 66 of the Local Government Act, 2001, this Council enters into a  Deed of Covenant and Charge with the Minister for Arts, Sport and Tourism in respect of the Esker Celtic grounds at Hermitage, Lucan. This Deed of Covenant and Charge to be registered as a burden against the Council’s title.”
It was proposed by Councillor T. Ridge, seconded by Councillor F. McCarthy and RESOLVED:
“That subject to the provisions of Section 66 of the Local Government Act, 2001, this Council enters into a  Deed of Covenant and Charge with the Minister for Arts, Sport and Tourism in respect of the Esker Celtic grounds at Hermitage, Lucan. This Deed of Covenant and Charge to be registered as a burden against the Council’s title.”
(C/0215/06) 
RIGHTS OF WAY FOR WALKERS
The report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“At the County Council Meeting held on 14th November 2005 the following motion was proposed by Cllr R. Dowds and seconded by Cllr T. Ridge

“That South Dublin County Council agrees to list the rights of way for walkers in our County and agrees to make this list available for the general public”

The Council asked that an interim report by made to the meeting

Rights of Way for Walkers

Preliminary discussions have been held with a representative from the organisation ‘Keep Ireland Open’ regarding co-operation in the identification initially of access routes to the mountains in South Dublin.

The following is a preliminary list of walking routes in the mountain area that have been identified with a start / finish point in the county 
	Name
	Grid ref
(Irish Grid)
	Start/ finish
	Length
	Features
	Description
	Rating
	Current trail management practices and access
	Approx. proportion of on-road/off-road walking

	Mountpelier / Hell Fire Club
	O12110 – 23712
O11504 - 23618
	Military Road
	1Km
	Famous Ruin

Views over Tallaght / City
	Forest road and track

Potential link to Bohernabreena Reservoir area to be examined
	Easy
	Coilte “Open Forest” access
	100% off road

	Bohernabreena Reservoir
	O08904 - 24402
O10227 - 20766
	R114
Cunard
	4.6 Km one way
	Reservoir
	Route through Rural reservoir and along River Dodder
	Easy
	Dublin City Council
	0% on public road, 100% on private road with limited traffic

	Kilakee Mountain
	O12770 - 22612
O12856 - 20200
	Cruagh Forrest Car Park
Military Road
	6.5Km one-way
	Views over city / coast
	Open Mountain and Coilte forest.  Climb of 180 metres.   A  potential to link to Bohernabreena Reservoir is to be examined
	Moderate
	Coilte “Open Forest” access and turf-cutting access route
	100% off road

	Seahan / Corrig Mountain
	O07340 – 20049


	Forest entrance
	3.1 Km one way
	Megalithic Tomb
	Forest track to Sehan, site of Megalithic Tomb.

There is the potential to continue on to another Megalithic Tomb on Seefin at grid reference O07387 – 16265 by following a mountain track along the boundary of the Department of Defence Kilbride Range.   The identification of a route down to the road would make this route into a circular one of about 11Km in length, but such a route would cross farmland
(This is illustrated within South Dublin County on the attached map as a dotted line)
	Moderate
	Coilte “Open Forest” access and track
	100% off road

	Kippure
	O13104 - 19.677
	Military Road at county boundary
	5 Km one way to Kippure
	Bog, moorland and mountain scenery
	Turf cutting and hill grazing access route, leading to challenging hillwalking track to top of mountain
	Moderate / Difficult
	Access route for turf-cutting and grazing
	100% off road


The attached map illustrates these routes.   The walking routes shown on this map are not proven rights-of-way

The above routes will be subject to detailed examination in conjunction with landowners and other stakeholders.

Map of walking routes identified in the mountain area of South Dublin
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Headed Item No. 13 – SUPPLEMENTARY REPORT 

The 2004-2010 Development Plan provides that it is an objective of the Council to create additional public rights of way as and when appropriate.   In particular the following public rights of way are proposed;

1 Access to the River Liffey including from Mill Lane Palmerstown and Main Street and Chapel Hill, Lucan to the Liffey Weir/ river bank 

2 To secure a long distance walking route (Dublin Way) from Kiltalawn, Tallaght into the mountains to link with the Wicklow Way.

3 To investigate the feasibility of providing public paths along the banks of the River Liffey and the River Dodder.

In addition specific objective No. 11. states the Council’s committment “To continue the development and extension of the Liffey Valley Park”.

Specific objective No 16 also provides “To implement the proposals contained in the Liffey Valley Management Plan in conjunction with Fingal County Council.”

A review of the management plan for the Liffey valley S.A.A.O. in 2002 identified that approximately 27 acres of land have been acquired by South Dublin County Council at Stewart’s Hospital.  These lands are now open to the public.  Networks of pedestrian footpaths have been developed.   In addition some work had already been carried out at Waterstown Park, including the construction of pedestrian pathways.

Regarding further progress on the management plan a number of obstacles to progress had been identified.  These include:

· the difficulty in establishing rights of way with private landowners.   Gaining public access to the river is the most significant measure which would enable the public to enjoy the special amenity qualities of the valley.   The acquisition to date by the local authorities of some of the valley lands is significant.   However, the creation of public pathways along the entire length of the river will not succeed without the full co-operation of all relevant landowners, or the necessary land coming into public ownership.

· the fragmented land ownership pattern along the Liffey has resulted in a difficulty in opening up and establishing networks of pedestrian routes.

· lack of resources in implementing many of the projects and plans of the County Councils.

Regarding the Dodder Valley Park, the long term proposal is to extend the Dodder Valley Park from its boundary with Dublin City Council as far as Bohernabreena by the acquisition of lands as they become available.   The development of the park will include provision for access to and along the banks of the river

Regarding the Dublin Way, a preliminary study was undertaken twenty years ago into a proposed long distance waymarked walking route to be known as The Dublin Way, from Kiltalawn to the Wicklow Way at Tibbraden, County Dublin.   Difficulties were encountered with obtaining agreement from landowners to developing off road sections of the proposed route.   Accordingly a route predominantly on-road was identified and considered.  Consultations with Cospoir who at the time were co-ordinating long-distance way marked routes in Ireland indicated that the route identified had too high a proportion of its route on road and therefore the route was considered unattractive and unsuitable as a long distance waymarked way, particularly given the volumes of traffic on some of the roads which largely do not have footpaths or lighting.   No further approaches were made to landowners to identify additional or alternative off-road sections of the proposed route.   The situation is however kept under review in the event of an opportunity emerging to develop an appropriate route, either with the agreement of landowners or suitable land coming into public ownership.   A recent discussion involving a member of the National Waymarked Ways Committee confirmed the desirability of significant proportions of a waymarked route being off-road

It is considered that the development of the proposed waymarked route would require the support of the national body responsible for co-ordinating waymarked routes in the country if the proposal was to be advanced further.”
The report was NOTED.

(C/0216/06) 
REPORT ON INCREASE IN ENVIRONMENTAL WASTE CHARGE
Ms. M. Pyne, Director of Environmental Services presented the report.

“WASTE MANAGEMENT SERVICE
South Dublin County Council’s Waste Management Service is provided to almost 84,000 households in the County and to businesses, schools and community facilities. 

Household waste is collected on a weekly basis by Council staff and the waste collected is then baled at the Council’s Baling Station at Ballymount and transported to the Council’s engineered and EPA licensed landfill in Arthurstown, Co Kildare. In 2005, over 61,000 tonnes of household refuse were collected from households in the County, with an average presentation rate of 25 lifts per household.

In addition to the grey bin collection for residual waste, the Council also funds a household collection service for recyclable waste - green bin, which is provided by a contractor on the Council’s behalf.  In 2005, the range of materials collected for recycling in the green bins in South Dublin County amounted to over 12,600 tonnes and included newspapers, card and pamphlets, aluminium and steel cans and tetrapak  cartons. The tonnages presented for recycling in the County are steadily increasing each year, thus increasing the amount of waste diverted from landfill.  

PAY-PER-USE SYSTEM

In compliance with EU policy and with Government policy, the Council is required to apply the “Pay per Use” system to Environmental Waste Charges. Pay per Use is a fair system which links the charge to the amount of waste each household produces. The system enables householders to control their own costs by minimising the waste they produce in the first instance and also to make a contribution to the environmental good by limiting the amount going to landfill and diverting recyclable materials for recycling. This brings environmental gains to society and to present and future generations. In the EU hierarchy of waste options, the least preferred option is disposal to landfill. Charging users based on the amount of waste they produce encourages waste reduction, re-use and recycling which are the preferable options for waste management. 

In February 2004, the Council introduced a Pay per Use charge of €6 - 240 litre bin and €3 -140 litre bin following two years of annual fixed charges. The Pay per Use charge was set at a relatively low amount, to allow for householders to adjust to a new system.  The outcome of introducing the per-lift charge was that the tonnages collected in the grey bins reduced from 77,000 in 2003 to 63,000 tonnes in 2004, a reduction of 18%. During 2004 and 2005, waste presentation rates changed in response to the charging system and it has resulted in presentation rate of 25 times per annum, compared with the previous weekly presentation. 

COSTS OF PROVIDING THE SERVICE

It has been well documented that in the last ten years, the regulation and standards required in relation to how waste is collected and disposed of has resulted in huge cost increases. The demands for better standards of facilities and services are accompanied by a realisation that we are all responsible for the waste we produce, that our waste should be handled and disposed of in appropriate and sustainable ways and that the costs should be funded by those who generate the waste – Polluter Pays Principle.

The cost of providing the waste service consists of a number of elements.  These include the staff costs of collecting waste every week, the costs of baling 61,000 tonnes of waste, transporting the baled waste by container to landfill, and maintaining the infrastructure (baling station and landfill) in compliance with the stringent environmental standards of the Environmental Protection Agency. 

In relation to the recycling options, the costs include funding of the following; 

· The Civic Amenity Recycling Centre at Ballymount where a range of items is accepted free of charge,   

· The provision of and servicing bring banks ( glass, cans and plastic bottles  across 50 locations).   

· The operation of the Esker Green Waste Centre, with the additional cost since late 2005, of  transporting material to Co Kildare for composting.   

· The green bin collection to every household once every four weeks, collecting a range of materials (paper, card, magazines, books, cardboard food packaging, beverage cans including mineral and beer cans, steel food cans, and tetrapak cartons.)

REVIEW OF ENVIRONMENTAL WASTE CHARGE 

In the first quarter of 2006, a review was conducted by the Environmental Services Department of the costs of the service to the Council. The charge of €6 had been set in February 2004 and over the subsequent two years, costs had naturally increased.  The cost set in 2004 was only about half the cost of providing the service at the time, so clearly there was a necessity to keep pace with increasing costs and also to move gradually towards a full recovery of cost from those who use the service. The proposed charge of €8 per lift will represent about two-thirds of the cost per lift of the waste management services.

South Dublin County Council is one of a small number of counties in Ireland where the waste service is still provided  by direct labour. Following the increase which will take effect on Monday 3rd April, the Council’s charges will still be amongst the lowest in the country.

Householders can control their costs by minimising the amount of waste they generate, by using the following;

· The  green bin for recyclables 

· The Bring Banks  

· The Civic Amenity and Recycling Centre at Ballymount where a range of recyclables are accepted free and 

· A home composter. 

Composters are available from the Council (see www.southdublin.ie,environmental services pages) or from retail outlets.

The Council carries the cost of a generous waiver scheme, with each household qualifying for waiver receiving a total of 26 tags free of charge per annum. To further assist these householders to minimise the waste they produce for disposal, those who receive waiver of their Environmental Waste Charge may obtain a Home Composter free of charge, which will be delivered to their home by Council staff.

The new tag prices of €8 and €4 take effect for all collections from Monday 3rd April 2006, and the new price tag must be used from that date. If householders have unused €6/€3 tags remaining after this date,  these may be exchanged at the Council’s Cash Offices in Tallaght and Clondalkin on payment of the appropriate additional amount ( e.g. €6 tag plus €2 cash for a new €8 tag).  Tags will be NOT be exchanged in the retail outlets and shops. 

 An information leaflet is being distributed to each household advising them of the changed price. Advertisements were placed in local press and posters have been issued to shops and retail outlets to notify the public.

WASTE MANAGEMENT PLANNING FOR THE FUTURE.

There is a range of projects and measures contained in the Waste Management Plan for the Dublin region 2005-2010 which will lead to a fully integrated service.  To provide a fully integrated waste management service there is a commitment to expand the service to include an organic brown bin collection, the material from which will be composted in regional facilities at Ballyogan in Dunlaoghaire Rathdown and at Kilshane in Fingal. This new element will contribute towards reaching the ambitious 59% target for recycling set by the four Dublin local authorities. Current levels of recycling in South Dublin County are approx 24% 

A further objective is to provide for the inclusion of plastic bottles in the green bin collection service. This will be enabled when the Regional Material Recovery facility is in place at Merrywell Industrial Estate,Ballymount, which will contain the plant and technology to allow for segregation of plastic bottles. Until this option is available, the Council has installed ten banks at various locations for the recycling of plastic bottles. Two further banks will be provided in the coming months, one in Quarryvale Community Centre in April and another at a location in West Tallaght as soon as possible.  The expansion of the Bring Bank network is an ongoing challenge as many communities want facilities but yet it is almost impossible to identify sites that are acceptable locally and accessible. The Working Group of the Environment Strategic Policy Committee meets regularly to find solutions in this area.

There is a proposal to develop a Recycling Centre to serve the Lucan/Clondalkin catchment area, which will facilitate a range of recyclables. Once the site has been identified design of the facility will commence.

Underpinning the environmental and waste management agenda is the need to grow awareness and provide information and advice to households, businesses, schools and communities. This is being delivered by the Environmental Awareness team of the Council and the Eco Week - commencing on 3rd April - will include community events to encourage composting etc.

The four Dublin local authorities work closely to develop the infrastructure and services for an integrated solution to Waste Management for the Region. This approach includes working with Repak and with industry to maximise the Producer Responsibility contribution. 

Fundamental to the elements of infrastructure, service and awareness to be delivered during the life of the Waste Management Plan is the objective that full cost recovery be achieved i.e.  that the cost of providing the service be carried by those who receive the service. The review of Environmental Waste Charge in South Dublin County from April 2006 is in line with this policy and further reviews of charge will take place in coming years as the various elements of the service are put in place and as integration of the system is established.”
The Mayor, Councillor T. Ridge informed the meeting that two emergency motions had been submitted and that these would be dealt with following a discussion on the matter.

A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors E. Maloney, T. McDermott, E. Tuffy, C. Keane, S. Laing, F. McCarthy, R. Dowds, G. O’Connell, D. Keating, J. Hannon, T. Gilligan, J. Lahart, M. Daly, C. Jones, K. Warren, A. White, J. Neville and M. Murphy.

Ms. M. Pyne and Mr. J. Horan, County Manager responded to the Members queries and advised the Members that even if the motions were passed it would not be possible to implement the proposals contained therein.
It was proposed by Councillors E. Maloney, T. McDermott, T. Ridge, E. Tuffy, R. Dowds, D. Keating, S. Laing, M. Corr, K. Warren, F. McCarthy and G. O’Connell
“That this Council again condemns the decision of this Government to remove from the elected members any power or influence on the issue of Waste Charges, and opposes the proposed 33% increase in the price of the bin tag.”

The motion was put to a roll call vote and the result was as follows:
FOR: 17 (seventeen)

Councillors M. Corr, M. Daly, R. Dowds, C. Jones, D. Keating, C. King, S. Laing, E. Maloney, F. McCArthy, T. McDermott, M. Murphy, G. O’Connell, T. Ridge, E. Tuffy, E. Walsh, K. Warren and A. White.

AGAINST: None

ABSTAIN: 7 (seven)
Councillors G. Cullen, J. Daly, T. Gilligan, J. Hannon, C. Keane, J. Lahart and J. Neville.

The motion was PASSED.

It was proposed by Councillor M. Murphy, seconded by Councillor M. Daly:

"This Council rejects the Managers report and call for the scrapping of the

Bin Tax"

The motion was put to a roll call vote and the result was as follows:

FOR: 3 (Three)

Councillors M. Daly, C. King and M. Murphy.

AGAINST:  17 (Seventeen)

Councillors M. Corr, G. Cullen, J. Daly, R. Dowds, T. Gilligan, J. Hannon, C. Keane, D. Keating, J. Lahart, S. Laing, E. Maloney, J. Neville, G. O’Connell, T. Ridge, E. Walsh, K. Warren and A. White.

ABSTAIN: 4 (Four)

Councillors C. Jones, F. McCarthy, T. McDermott and E. Tuffy.

The motion was NOT PASSED.

The Manager’s report was NOTED.

(C/0217/06)
 Letter, dated 20th February 2006 from Porlaoise Town Council regarding motion passed requesting the Minister for Health to replace what she has taken away from Medical Card Holders. 

The above letter was NOTED.

(C/0218/06) 
Letter, dated 22nd February 2006 from South Tipperary County Council regarding motion passed calling on the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government to allow voluntary housing scheme tenants to purchase their home. 

 The above letter was NOTED.

(C/0219/06) 
Letter, dated 27th February 2006 from Longford County Council regarding motion passed calling on the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government to formulate and implement a plan to rectify the current situation re collection of farm plastics. 
The above letter was NOTED.

(C/0220/06)
 PARK AND RIDE FACILITIES
Mayor's Business 
It was proposed by Councillor T. Ridge, seconded by Councillor F. McCarthy:

“That a report be brought re the Park and Ride proposals for South Dublin County Council.”
REPORT:
“1.  While bus-based P&R is presently limited to a small site provided on Grange Road in conjunction with the Rathfarnham QBC scheme, proposals are currently in development to provide bus-based P& R at locations off the N4 and N7 radial routes which will allow for up to 1000+ car spaces at each location. Initial survey-work has been completed, and preliminary layouts have been prepared for both sites, and work is underway on preparation of the required Environmental Impact Statements.  An economic feasibility study has been completed, and a full business case study will be undertaken as part of the EIS process. The sites are designed to serve the City Centre by means of a dedicated bus service, with a possible option to develop a 500-space site serving the Red Cow LUAS stop as a first phase in the case of the N7. Applications have been made to the Department of Transport for the necessary bus-licences which it is proposed wiill be offered as a franchise by way of public tender, and discussions are ongoing with the Department of Transport to identify funding for the project. It is anticipated that the EIS documents could be submitted to An Bord Pleanala by end-April or early-May.

2.  Rail-based P&R facilities for up to 500 vehicles are presently available at the Red Cow LUAS stop. These were provided as part of the LRT contract works and are in the control of the RPA. Access to the site is restricted by the present road layout, particularly from the Clondalkin area, and this accounts for the limited use currently being experienced. This situation will be rectified on completion of the M50 upgrade works at Red Cow, including the provision of the Grade Separated Access linking Monastery Road to the Park & Ride site. Additional rail-based P&R facilities (c.450 spaces) will be provided at the Tallaght LUAS terminus as part of the Keanebury mixed development which is currently under construction.”
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors T. Ridge, F. McCarthy, G. O’Connell, J. Daly, T. Gilligan and M. Corr.

Mr. F. Coffey, Director of Transportation responded to the Members queries.
The report was NOTED.
Councillor T. Ridge requested that an updated report be brought to a future meeting.

(C/0221/06) BUS SHELTERS ADJACENT TO OR OUTSIDE OFF LICENCES
Mayor's Business    
It was proposed by Councillor T. Ridge, seconded by Councillor K. Warren:

“That Dublin Bus not be allowed to erect bus shelters adjacent to or outside Off Licenced premises due to disgusting behaviour and scandal to users caused by inebriated youths who use these shelters to drink and cause distress to other Bus users.”
Report

“The South Dublin County Council Development Plan 2004-2010 states in policy 7.6 – Public Transport

7.6.2 Policy T 5: Public Transport Improvements

7.6.2.i  It is the policy of the Council to encourage a modal shift in favour of public transport, and to promote the provision of sustainable modes of transport, and to co-operate with the relevant transport bodies and authorities to secure the improvement and further development of the public transport system in the County.
Paragraph 7.6.2.ii states 

In addition to co-operating with the appropriate agencies to secure the implementation of the Dublin Transportation Office Strategy 2000 - 2016, ‘A Platform for Change’, it is the intention of the Council to facilitate the provision of other more modest improvements to the public transport system such as the provision of bus bays, shelters and like facilities.

Planning applications for bus shelters are assessed on the merits of their location, in particular with regard to the need to improve and support public transport while maintaining pedestrian access along footpaths. The Planning Authority, while seeking to avoid the creation of a public nuisance, must balance this against the need to develop and encourage public transport, and a refusal to allow bus shelters in all cases where they are adjacent to or outside off-licensed premises would not be appropriate. 

However, if the motion is adopted, the concerns of the Council regarding the difficulties which can arise if bus shelters are located close to off-licences will be brought to the attention of Dublin Bus so that acceptable locations can be identified, in consultation with the Planning Dept., prior to the submission of a planning application.”
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors T. Ridge, M. Daly, A. White, F. McCarthy and G. O’Connell.

Following the discussion Councillor T. Ridge indicated that she would be willing to amend her motion to reflect her concerns about the specific bus shelter she was referring to.
It was proposed by Councillor T. Ridge, seconded by Councillor K. Warren:

“That Dublin Bus move the bus shelter outside Molloys Off Licence, Orchard Road, Clondalkin due to disgusting behaviour and scandal to local residents caused by inebriated youths who use shelters for drinking.”
The Meeting concluded at 18:30.  

(C/0222/06)
MOTIONS NOT REACHED
ADOPTION OF “NAME & SHAME” POLICY
Councillor J. Hannon
That this Council adopt a "Name & Shame" policy in regard to litter offences.  

SCHOOL TRANSPORT IN THE COUNTY
Councillor E. Tuffy  
That South Dublin County Council recognises that the existing national School Transport System operated by the Department of Educational and Science and Bus Eireann was designed in another era for the principal purpose of increasing educational participation at second level, and that the issue to be addressed in school transport in the County in the new century has to do with traffic congestion, safety at school locations and pressure on parents to bring children to school by car, and requests the Manager to undertake an initiative, in consultation with the Government  to provide a Council operated School Transport System in the County.  

DAMAGES TO GRASS VERGES, FOOTPATHS AND DRIVEWAYS
Councillor J. Lahart   

That the Council, as a response to damages caused to grass verges, footpaths and outside driveways, as a consequence of private development work, be it residential, commercial or industrial, introduces a bye -law or introduces the provision of a Notification Certificate for residents and businesses, that enables the Council to examine locations prior to the commencement of building/developments, as a means of guarantee that either (a) sites are restored to original order (b) the Council can charge a fee to the occupier or builder or developer , to cover the expense of reinstatement by the local authority. 

COMPOSTERS – IMPACT ON REDUCTION OF WASTE

Councillor R. Dowds   
That South Dublin County Council (a)  Report on the impact of composters in terms of reducing waste in our County  and (b)  Agrees to set up a pilot scheme in a given area using sophisticated food and vegetation digesters to see the impact that has on dealing with waste.

INFORMATION DRIVE RE: DISPOSAL OF BULK PACKAGING
Councillor M. Daly   

That this Council set up an information drive for the county to encourage citizens to return their bulk packaging to the point of purchase and encourage REPAK and all commercial businesses to participate in a package reduction scheme which will reduce the amount of waste and reduce the amount of costs to the local environment and business.

RECYCLING PLANT FOR DRY WASTE
Councillor M. Murphy   
That Council Staff would research in Canada the cost of setting up a Re-Cycling Plant that can Handle Dry Waste from Green Bin Collection capable of separating Paper, Cans, Glass and Plastic. That the Manger would put a plan in place to ring fence enough capital from the sale of lands to build such a plant. The Plant to be in place when the current waste plan runs out in 2010. The Green Bin collection to then be extended to twice a month and for it to be carried out by directly employed Council Workers.

NEW INDUSTRY
Councillor S. O'Connor   

In view of recent job losses, that South Dublin County Council takes the initiative and brings together all interested parties - such as FAS, the unions, employers' organisations, local chambers of commerce, community representatives and government bodies such as the IDA and so on - to ensure that everything possible is done to promote and maintain the attractiveness and suitability of the area for new industries. 

DUBLIN PORT TUNNEL
Councillor T. McDermott   

That South Dublin County Council calls on the Dublin City Manager to restrict access to the city centre (between the Royal Canal and the Grand Canal ), by vehicles of three axles and more between the hours of 7AM and 7PM unless such vehicles are carrying a permit issued by the City Manager. And that such restriction becomes effective when the Dublin Port Tunnel opens - in order that the citizens of South Dublin County enjoy the benefits promised when funding for the Port Tunnel project was approved. 

PILOT SCHOOL BUS PROJECT
Councillor F. McCarthy   

That this Council takes the appropriate steps to instigate a pilot school bus project as part of its role in traffic management and road safety. Such a scheme would benefit primary and secondary school children as well as all other road users by providing a reasonable alternative to the many families who at present spend a considerable amount of time ferrying children to and from school; thereby contributing in no small part to the traffic congestion that currently plagues our communities.
UNAUTHORISED BONFIRES
Councillor J. Neville   

That this Council notes the widespread damage caused by unauthorized bonfires at Halloween in the administrative area of South Dublin County Council and the widespread dumping thereof and in an effort to minimise such dumping of household goods calls on the Manager to schedule the annual Council junk collection for the month of September each year. 

STAFF WORKING ON ANTI-SOCIAL ISSUES
Councillor T. Ridge   

That a detailed report be brought to this Council outlining the actual numbers of staff working directly on anti-social issues.  The report to include staff on part time hours, maternity leave and a breakdown re Clondalkin and Tallaght areas. 

COLUMBIAN EMBASSY
Councillor C. Keane   

That this Council recommends that we make representation to the Colombian Ambassador in London to ensure that the  military rescue operation proposed by President Uribe  to rescue hostages held by FARC be cancelled.  Mindful of the fact that FARC leaders have ordered their men to execute hostages in such a rescue operation, by proceeding in this way, it is imposing a death sentence on the hostages one of whom includes Ingrid Betancourt on whom we have bestowed the Freedom of the County of South Dublin.

SKATE PARK

Councillor D. Keating   

That the Manager would please provide an up-to-date and detailed report on progress made to build the Council's first Skate Park. Specifically would the Manager please report on the local consultation process which I requested at the outset, with the delegation from the local Skate Board Club regarding the design, lay-out and materials to be used in the Skate Park, and the time scale for the building and completion of this Skate Park. 

TRAFFIC LIGHT SEQUENCING
Councillor G. O'Connell   

That this Council write to the appropriate Government Department requesting that consideration be given to (a) activating the "Amber" sequence between "Red" and "Green" on all traffic lights  and (b) inserting a "filter left on Red when safe to do " sign at suitable junctions so as to maximise the capacity of road intersections and alleviate traffic congestion.

SITING OF PLANNING APPLICATION NOTICES
Councillor J. Lahart   

That the Council undertakes a review of the regulations governing the siting of planning application roadside public notices, particularly in light of obvious flaws relating to where a planning application may be lodged within an estate that directly affects residents to the rear of that house but located in a different estate. 
MANAGEMENT CHARGES
Councillor E. Tuffy   

That the Council notes with concern that individuals and families who have been approved for apartments and houses under the Council's Affordable Housing Schemes are being required to pay Management Charges of € 800 per annum and more, that the requirement to pay such charges is effectively adding about € 20000 to the cost of their homes, and requests the Manager to have these charges taken into account when arriving at prices to be determined for Affordable Housing units. 

HOUSING ESTATE NAMES IN IRISH

Councillor S. O'Connor   

That this Council will adopt a policy of using the Irish Language in the naming of all new housing estate developments. 

REVIEW OF WATER LEISURE STRATEGY

Councillor  D. Keating   

That the Manager would report on the initial stages of the Review of the Water Leisure Strategy scheduled for the first quarter of 2006. 

MANAGEMENT OF DOG BREEDING ESTABLISHMENTS

Councillor C. Keane   

That this Council recommends that we write to the Minister to implement the recommendations of working group to review the management of dog breeding establishments – taking into account the two minority reports. 

OUTER RING ROAD

Councillor T. Ridge   

That a report be brought regarding a finish date for the Outer Ring Road and spur to Balgaddy. 

INTEGRITY OF COUNCIL’S PLANNING FILES

Councillor T. McDermott   

That that the Members discuss the process to secure the integrity of the Council's planning files and call on the Manager to improve it in light of recent failures by the Council to fulfil its obligations in this regard. 

COMMUNITY FORUM AND COMMUNITY PLATFORM

Councillor G. O'Connell   

That this Council values the role and contribution of the Community Forum and Community Platform and will positively support them by holding at least one conference per annum dealing with issues of concern to the community and voluntary sector to which the executive from both organisations, as well as the elected members of the Council be invited and by  providing each organisation with a full time support worker and by including both organisations on the relevant invitation list for council events.
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