COMHAIRLE CHONTAE ÁTHA CLIATH THEAS
SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL


MEETING OF TERENURE-RATHFARNHAM AREA COMMITTEE (1)
Tuesday 4th April 2006

MOTION  No. 12

Motion: Councillor S. Laing
"That the Manager give an updated report on the present developments being carried out by Ballyboden St. Endas G.A.A. in Ballyboden, in particular the items raised by me at a recent meeting."

Report:

Planning permission was granted on 27 January 2005 for the provision of a synthetic playing surface (hockey pitch) and 10M perimeter fencing for the use of Sancta Maria College. The application also includes for the provision of associated site works and floodlighting to a height of 15.2 metres – reg ref SD04A/0580 refers. The applicants were Ballyboden St Endas and the location is the open space adjoining Sancta Maria College, Green Route, Ballyboden. Permission was also granted on 27 January 2005 for the provision of two GAA pitches (145M x 95M) with associated site works to existing open space/playing fields. New 2.4M high palisade fencing to the southern boundary along the rear to the existing houses (18 to 58 The Glen (even numbers only)) – reg ref SD04A/0369 refers. The applicants were Ballyboden St Endas and the location was a different part of the open space adjoining Sancta Maria College and the Green Route.
A further application for the provision of 'synthetic' GAA Pitch (145 x 95m) with associated site works:  in addition the application also includes for the provision of floodlighting and a new 2.4m high perimeter fencing to the northern and western boundaries of the proposed pitch:  the application site was also the subject of a recent grant of permission for the provision of a GAA Pitch (Ref: SD04A/0369) was received on 23 November 2005. Additional information in respect of this application was requested on 24 January 2006 but has not been received to date.
A number of issues relating to the carrying out of these developments have been received. These relate to:
1. Orientation of Hockey Pitch.

A change in orientation of the synthetic hockey pitch from that originally proposed was included in an Additional Information Submission for Reg. Ref. SD04A/0580. It was considered the re-orientation of the pitch to run parallel with the Colaiste Éanna boundary would benefit the residents of the Glen as it effectively moves the pitch further from the estate.

2. Floodlights

A Warning Letter was issued on 30 January 2006 to Ballyboden St. Enda’s GAA Club in relation to the height of their floodlights. The landowners responded to the Warning Letter stating that that the height of the floodlights would be reduced to the approved height of 15.2 metres. 
3. Landscaping – facilities in use

Condition 6 of planning permission granted under Reg. Ref. SD04A/0580 states “All landscaping works shall be carried out and completed prior to any use of the proposed facility”. This matter is currently subject to investigation.

4. Opening times

Condition 2 of planning permission granted under Reg. Ref. SD04A/0580 states “The permitted hours for use are between 9.00am and 10.30pm during the months of April to September and from 9.00 am to 10 pm the remaining months of the year.

Any breach of this condition should be reported in writing or via email to Planning Enforcement.

5. Removal of trees / Fencing off protected trees / Removal of branches

A Warning Letter issued on 30 January 2006 to the landowners in relation to the fencing of protected trees and the removal of trees and branches. Submissions received in response to the Warning Letter are currently under consideration.

6. Tree Bond

There was no condition in the planning permission that a tree bond be lodged with the Council.

It appears that discussions are ongoing between representatives of Ballyboden St Endas and Boden Park Residents Association in an effort to resolve the issues of concern to the residents. Meanwhile, the Planning Enforcement Section will continue to monitor these developments to ensure that they comply with the planning permissions granted.
