COMHAIRLE CONTAE ÁTHA CLIATH THEAS
SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL
Minutes of South Dublin County Council 8th December 2020 Rathfarnham, Templeogue, Firhouse, Bohernabreena, Area Committee Meeting dealing with Planning, Transportation, Libraries, Economic Development, Performance & Change Management, Corporate, Environment, Water & Drainage, Public Realm, Community and Housing held virtually on Tuesday 10th November 2020 through Microsoft 365 Teams

PRESENT
Cllr. Yvonne Collins
Cllr. Alan Edge
Cllr. Pamela Kearns
Cllr. Ronan McMahon
Cllr. David McManus
Cllr. Deirdre O’Donovan
Cllr. Brian Lawlor
Cllr. Carly Bailey
Cllr Emma Murphy
Cllr. Clare O’Byrne
Cllr. Lynn McCrave
Cllr. Laura Donaghy





OFFICIALS PRESENT
Senior Executive Officer				Mary Maguire, Neil Hanley,
Senior Executive Planner			Jim Johnston
Senior Executive Librarian			Sile Coleman
Senior Engineer					Leo Magee, Tony O’Grady, 
					William Purcell
A/Senior Engineer				Derek Sargent
Administrative Officer				Sheila Kelly
Staff Officer					Aoife Brennan
Clerical Officer					Vikki Cryan


An Cathaoirleach, Councillor Yvonne Collins presided



RTFB/467/20 H1 Item ID:67908
Minutes of South Dublin County Council Rathfarnham/Templeogue/Firhouse/Bohernabreena Area Committee dealing with Housing, Community, Transportation, Planning, Economic Development, Libraries, Corporate, Performance & Change Management, Public Realm, Environment, Water & Drainage held on, 10th November 2020 which have been circulated, were submitted and APPROVED as true record and signed.

It was proposed by Councillor Yvonne Collins and seconded by Councillor Emma Murphy and RESOLVED “That the recommendations contained in the minutes of 10th November 2020 be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”



HI1 Minutes

RTFB/468/20 – QUESTIONS
It was proposed by Councillor Yvonne Collins and seconded by Councillor Deirdre O’Donovan and RESOLVED “That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13 that Questions 1-13 be ADOPTED and APPROVED



Community
[bookmark: _Hlk58501971]RTFB/469/20 C1 Item ID:67910 – Correspondence 
Correspondence (No Business)
RTFB/470/20 H2 Item ID:67921 – New Works
New Works (No Business)
Housing
RTFB/471/20 C2 Item ID:67913 – Correspondence 
Correspondence (No Business)
RTFB/472/20 H3 Item ID:67925 – New Works
New Works (No Business)
RTFB/473/20 H4 Item ID:68054
The following report was presented by Neil Hanly, Senior Executive Officer
Housing Allocations – Quarterly Report
REPLY:
Allocations and Transfer Report – 3rd Quarter to End September 2020
	           ALLOCATIONS
	01/01/2019 TO 31/12/2019
	County Wide Allocations January – September 2020
	Rathfarnham/Templeogue/
Firhouse/Bohernabreena

	Total Allocations
	2019 – 619
	361
	28

	CBL 
	  
	307
	Total CBL 189
	             9

	CBL general
	191
	 
	100
	3

	CBL HOMELESS
	8
	 
	7
	0

	CBL MEDICAL
	3
	 
	3
	0

	CBL RAS FIXED TRANSFER
	38
	 
	13
	1

	RAS NTQ
	 
	 
	1
	0

	CBL HAP TRANSFER
	67
	 
	65
	5

	HOMELESS/Homeless Medical(not inc.CBL)
	 
	192
	128
	10

	Medical
	 
	68
	36
	7

	OAP / other
	 
	52
	8
	2

	Total Transfers 
	2019 - 
	146
	Total Transfer 68
	9

	TRANSFERs LIST (includes medical)
	 
	93
	53
	8

	RAS landlord cancelled
	 
	53
	15
	1


Following contributions from Councillors Emma Murphy, Alan Edge, Carly Bailey and Deirdre O’Donovan, Neil Hanley, Senior Executive Officer, responded to queries raised and the report was NOTED.

Planning
RTFB/474/20 C3 Item ID:67916 - Correspondence
Correspondence (No Business)
RTFB/475/20 H5 Item ID:67928 – New Works
New Works (No Business)
RTFB/476/20 H6 Item ID:68097
The following report was presented by Jim Johnston, Senior Executive Planner
A Strategic Housing Development Stage 3 at Stocking Lane Ballyboden
HI6 SHD3 Stocking Lane 
Following contributions from councillors Deirdre O’Donovan, Carly Bailey, Alan Edge, Emma Murphy, Pamela Kearns, Ronan McMahon, and Yvonne Collins, Jim Johnston, Senior Executive Planner responded to queries raised and the report was NOTED.
Transportation
RTFB/477/20 Q1 Item ID:68037
Proposed by Councillor Yvonne Collins
To ask the Chief Executive to list in tabular form, the areas in this LEA in which public lighting has been replaced with LED lighting, and the areas which will be replaced with LED lighting, and the time scale for completion
REPLY:
The list is attached to this response.
The remaining upgrades are to our older stock and will be carried out over the next four years. The locations and the order of same will very much depend on service levels from ESBN and any associated civil works required. The elected members will be informed in advance of upgrades in their electoral areas as the programme progresses. 
Q1 LED Upgrades (ii)

RTFB/478/20 Q2 Item ID:67595
Proposed by Councillor Emma Murphy
To ask the Chief Executive to please provide a statement on the status of the Taking in Charge process for Odins Way. What stage in the process is this estate at?
 
REPLY:
There has been no progress on the Taking in Charge of Odins Way. The contractor for the Estate has not yet requested the estate to be taken in charge.
RTFB/479/20 Q3 Item ID:67596
Proposed by Councillor Emma Murphy
To ask the Chief Executive to please provide details of all estates in the Firhouse-Bohernabreena LEA which are yet to be Taken in Charge by the Council and timescales for the processes for each estate?
 
REPLY:
There are approximately 10 estates under construction or complete to the south of Oldcourt Road and located between Bohernabreena Cemetery and Hunterswood. There are over 1000 dwellings combined in these estates. None of which have been offered to the Council for taking in charge by the Developers.

RTFB/480/20 Q4 Item ID:68032
Proposed by Councillor Clare O'Byrne
To ask the Chief Executive what is the procedure for the installation of directional signage in a location, specifically 'Welcome to Knocklyon' signs at both ends of the Knocklyon Road.
REPLY:
The Council at its meeting on 12/10/2020 adopted a policy on signing including "Welcome" signs. Under this policy the provision of "Welcome" signing is restricted to Tallaght Town Centre and the 9 historic villages.
As Knocklyon is not one of these locations it is not proposed that such signs should be erected.

RTFB/481/20 Q5 Item ID:68041
Proposed by Councillor Deirdre O'Donovan
To ask the Chief Executive, how many submissions have been received from the RTFB Area in relation to the Proposed Traffic Calming Programme 2020 and how does this compare with other LEAs?
REPLY:

The closing date for submissions is Thursday 3rd December 2020.  To date 985 submissions have been received.  It is not possible to provide a further breakdown until the public consultation is closed.  

RTFB/482/20 C4 Item ID:67918 – Correspondence 
Correspondence (No Business)
RTFB/483/20 H7 Item ID:67930 – New Works 
New Works (No Business)
RTFB/484/20 H8 Item ID:67932
Proposed Declaration of Roads to be Public Roads - NO BUSINESS
RTFB/485/20 M1 Item ID:68035
Proposed by Councillor Yvonne Collins and Seconded by Councillor Carly Bailey
That the Chief Executive considers providing public benches in our villages within the LEA, for the convenience of shoppers and to assist local businesses
REPORT:
The Council is taking a coordinated approach to the roll out of physical improvements in our many urban centres.
This year (2020) the Council completed a Village Enhancement Scheme in Saggart.  In January 2021 SDCC will be starting on site with a Village Enhancement Scheme in Templeogue Village and design work is also underway for a Village Enhancement Scheme in Lucan Village.
In addition to this, the Council has also recently agreed a programme of District Centre Enhancements to 10 district centres across the County. Design work for these the initial schemes has now started.
The Council is supporting the roll out of temporary (COVID 19 related) measures to allow businesses to expand out into the public realm and has already implemented this at a number of businesses in Lucan, Clondalkin and Rathfarnham.
If there are other locations where businesses want to do the same, the Council will be more then willing to work with these businesses.  
This Motion was unanimously AGREED without Debate.

RTFB/486/20 M2 Item ID:67933
Proposed by Councillor Alan Edge and Seconded by Councillor Yvonne Collins
That the Chief Executive extends the gritting schedule for Glenasmole to include all inhabited roads, including Upper Cunard Road from the Head of the Brakes to Cunard Road Lower and a salt bin provided on that stretch.
REPORT:
This section of road has been examined in the past. However it is narrow and there would be difficulty in turning the Gritting truck with associated Health and Safety risk.The gritting routes are long at present and it is not proposed to add any additional roads. Regular loads of salt are left in the area and a salt drop to Cunard Road Upper was completed- 2nd October 2020.
Following contributions from Councillors Alan Edge and Deirdre O’Donovan, Tony O’Grady, Senior Engineer responded to queries raised and the report was NOTED.

RTFB/487/20 M3 Item ID:68042
Proposed by Councillor Deirdre O'Donovan and seconded by Councillor Yvonne Collins
That the Manager reports on when the Traffic Impact Report for Ballyboden will be completed in relation to the PCC.
 
REPORT:
Planning Reference SD13A/0222 applies.
South Dublin County Council are in touch with the applicants to ensure that all conditions requiring compliance submissions are being honoured.
Following Contributions from Councillors Deirdre O’Donovan, Yvonne Collins, Clare O’Byrne, Alan Edge and Pamela Kearns, William Purcell, Senior Engineer responded to queries raised and the report was NOTED.

RTFB/488/20 M4 Item ID:67944
Proposed by Councillor Alan Edge and Seconded by Councillor Ronan McMahon
That the Chief Executive agrees that the hedges on Ballymorefinn Road Lower will continue to be maintained by Roads Maintenance and that cutting take place before the end of the season.
REPORT:
The cutting of hedges is the responsibility of the landowner. Road Maintenance cuts the hedge when it affects road safety. This takes place once a year.
The budget does not allow for a continuous cutting of the hedges. 
Following contributions from Councillor Alan Edge, Tony O’Grady Senior Engineer responded to queries raised and the report was NOTED.
Libraries & Arts
RTFB/489/20 C5 Item ID:67914 – Correspondence 
Proposed by Libraries  Arts
RTFB/490/20 H9 Item ID:67926 – New Works
NEW WORKS (No Business)
H RTFB/491/20 10 Item ID:67907
Application for Arts Grants - No Business
H RTFB/492/20 11 Item ID:67920
The following report was presented by Sile Coleman, Senior Executive Librarian
H-I (11) (i) Library Report
H-I (11) (ii) Library Online Events and Activities
Following contributions from Councillors Deirdre O’Donovan, Carly Bailey and Lynn McCrave, Sile Nolan responded to queries raised and the report was NOTED.


Economic Development
RTFB/493/20 C6 Item ID:67912 – Correspondence 
Correspondence (No Business)
H RTFB/494/20 12 Item ID:67923 – New Works
New Works (No Business)
Performance & Change Management
RTFB/495/20 C7 Item ID:67915 - Correspondence
Correspondence (No Business)
H RTFB/496/20 13 Item ID:67927 – New Works
New Works (No Business)
Corporate Support
RTFB/497/20 C8 Item ID:67911 - Correspondence
Correspondence (No Business)
RTFB/498/20 H14 Item ID:67922 – New Works
New Works (No Business)
Public Realm
RTFB/499/20 Q6 Item ID:68036
Proposed by Councillor Yvonne Collins
To ask the Chief Executive for a list of collection points within this LEA where Christmas trees may be dropped off for recycling after the holiday period
 
REPLY:
The Council's Public Realm Section puts in place arrangements for the collection of used Christmas trees for recycling at 20 locations around the County.  These arrangements will be made again this year with 3 locations in the RTFB area to be used for this purpose as in previous years.  These locations are as set out below.  This arrangement will commence on Saturday January 2nd and will run to Monday January 11th.  It should be noted that these arrangements are for the disposal of household Christmas trees and that only one tree per household or vehicle can be accepted.   The drop off locations in the RTFB area are as follows :
1. Rathfarnham Castle Park car park
1. Dodder Valley Park / Cherryfield car park
1. Dodder Valley Park / Firhouse Road car park opposite Firhouse Village
RTFB/500/20 Q7 Item ID:68034
Proposed by Councillor Yvonne Collins
To ask the Chief Executive why the trees in Wainsfort Manor Crescent were felled rather than pruned? Were the trees diseased? What plans are there to plant replacement trees?
REPLY:
The trees in Wainsfort estate were surveyed to inform the scheduling of tree pruning and removal works. The trees were removed because of their proximity to streetlights. Pruning the tree and light clearance was not an option in this case because of the proximity of the trees to the streetlights.
The Council’s Tree Management Policy – Living with Trees – states the following criteria for tree removal
‘The trunk of the tree is within 2m of a public lighting column and the long term viability of the tree if retained in its location would be compromised by a requirement for ongoing maintenance in order to maintain the effectiveness of the adjoining street light.’
The area will be examined for possible tree planting opportunities.
RTFB/501/20 Q8 Item ID:67953
Proposed by Councillor Alan Edge
To ask the Chief Executive, on what specific basis the trees recently removed as part of scheduled maintenance on Wainsfort estate were felled, having regard to the survey.
REPLY:
 The trees in Wainsfort estate were surveyed to inform the scheduling of tree pruning and removal works. The trees were removed because of their proximity to streetlights. Pruning the tree and light clearance was not an option in this case because of the proximity of the trees to the streetlights.
The Council’s Tree Management Policy – Living with Trees – states the following criteria for tree removal
‘The trunk of the tree is within 2m of a public lighting column and the long term viability of the tree if retained in its location would be compromised by a requirement for ongoing maintenance in order to maintain the effectiveness of the adjoining street light.’
RTFB/502/20 Q9 Item ID:68033
Proposed by Councillor Brian Lawlor
To ask the Chief Executive that Road R114 is cleared of Debris and leaves from the old Mill junction up to Bohernabreena road Intersection.
REPLY:
The location in question has been referred to the Council's road sweeping contractor Oxigen Environmental for their attention.


RTFB/503/20 Q10 Item ID:67763
Proposed by Councillor David McManus
To ask the Chief Executive that a hedge row on Ballyboden Way is reduced in length as it reduces drivers view of the cycle lane while making a left turn into The Glen estate. A photo is attached of the hedge row, cycle lane and entrance to The Glen.
REPLY:
This matter will be examined with the assistance of the Council's Roads Dept to establish the sight distances required at this junction.  If it is found that the hedge in question needs to be cut back to achieve these sight distances then this work will be arranged as a matter or priority.
Q10 (ii) The Glen entrance on Ballyboden Way

RTFB/504/20 Q11 Item ID:67902
Proposed by Councillor Clare O'Byrne
To ask the Chief Executive for a report on the procedure for roundabout sponsorship. Is the 2016 Roundabout Sponsorship Scheme still current and if so, are there plans for a successor scheme? What are the current levies and terms and conditions for sponsoring a roundabout? Finally, what roundabouts in the RTFB area are currently active locations?
REPLY:
The Council is currently reviewing the Roundabout Sponsorship Scheme.  The aim of the scheme is to attract funding which will be invested in roundabout improvements.  It is expected that a new sponsorship scheme will be advertised in 2021.
The previous roundabout sponsorship scheme went out to tender in 2016.  A minimum sponsorship amount was specified in the tender documentation, any offer above that amount was valid.  The sponsorship price was based on the highest tender received for each roundabout but no less than €1000 per roundabout for roundabouts with a traffic flow of ≤ 10,000, no less than €2000 per roundabout per annum for roundabouts with a traffic flow of 10,000 - 20,000, and no less than €3000 per roundabout per annum for roundabouts with a traffic flow of 20,000-30,000.  The Council is not bound to accept the highest offer in relation to any of the roundabouts included.  
RTFB/505/20 Q12 Item ID:67941
Proposed by Councillor Clare O'Byrne
To ask the Chief Executive, who is responsible for grass cutting in Owendoher Haven, i.e. who owns the land? I am of the understanding that SDCC cut the grass in the past.
REPLY:
The open spaces at Owendoher Haven and Grove are still being maintained by the building contractor.  These areas have not as yet been handed over to the Public Realm Section for maintenance.  Once this takes place the grass areas will be included in the fortnightly grass cutting programme which is in place from March to November. 

RTFB/506/20 Q13 Item ID:68038
Proposed by Councillor Deirdre O'Donovan
To ask the Chief Executive what plans are in place for Christmas Tree recycling in the area?
REPLY:
The Council's Public Realm Section puts in place arrangements for the collection of used Christmas trees for recycling at 20 locations around the County.  These arrangements will be made again this year with 3 locations in the RTFB area to be used for this purpose as in previous years.  These locations are as set out below.  This arrangement will commence on Saturday January 2nd and will run to Monday January 11th.  It should be noted that these arrangements are for the disposal of household Christmas trees and that only one tree per household or vehicle can be accepted.   The drop off locations in the RTFB area are as follows :
1. Rathfarnham Castle Park car park
1. Dodder Valley Park / Cherryfield car park
1. Dodder Valley Park / Firhouse Road car park opposite Firhouse Village
RTFB/507/20 C9 Item ID:67917 - Correspondence
Correspondence(No Business)
RTFB/508/20 H15 Item ID:67929 – New Works
New Works (No Business)
RTFB/509/20 M5 Item ID:66970
Proposed by Councillor Carly Bailey and Seconded by Councillor Ronan McMahon
That the Chief Executive installs at least two public litter bins along Whitehall Road West. Preferably these would be big belly bins. Presently, there is only one bin in place between the Ashleaf SC and the Spar, with none on the side of the greens. This makes little sense given there are two bus stops and Borza etc.
REPORT:
A commitment was given earlier this year to replace a bin which had been removed from near the Borza premises, this bin has been installed.  Whitehall Road West will be examined to identify a suitable location for a number of additional litter bins, in this regard the bus stop locations mentioned along Greentrees Park will be examined and considered.
The current position with regard to the provision of solar powered bins is that while these bins are considered to be suitable in certain locations there is regrettably no funding in place at the present time to cover the substantial cost in providing this bin type.  As previously reported the cost of a single unit is in the region of €6,000.  A cost/benefit analysis is being prepared at the present time to examine the cost to provide this bin type in certain locations against potential savings arising from them.
Following contributions from Councillor Carly Bailey, Leo Magee Senior Engineer responded to queries raised and the report was NOTED.
RTFB/510/20 M6 Item ID:67956
Proposed by Councillor Alan Edge and Seconded by Councillor Carly Bailey
That the Chief Executive agrees to 'dogs on leash' signs being erected at the new Carrigwood playground and in Ballycragh Pk.
REPORT:
This matter will be examined to determine suitable locations for the signage requested.  It is the position of the Public Realm Section that dogs should not be brought into playgrounds and playspaces in any case, even if on a lead.  It can obviously result in dog litter on the ground, on play equipment and in sand pits where children are intended to play.  Signage to this effect will be provided.
Following contributions from Councillors Alan Edge, Deirdre O’Donovan, and Carly Bailey, Leo Magee, Senior Engineer responded to queries raised and the report was NOTED.
RTFB/511/20 M7 Item ID:68039
Proposed by Councillor Deirdre O'Donovan and Seconded by Councillor Alan Edge
That the Chief Executive confirms that the council will support efforts by local GAA Clubs in their Christmas Tree collection fundraising efforts.
REPORT:
The Council's Public Realm Section puts in place arrangements for the collection of used Christmas trees for recycling at 20 locations around the County.  These arrangements will be made again this year with 3 locations in the RTFB area to be used for this purpose as in previous years.  These locations are as set out below.  This arrangement will commence on Saturday January 2nd and will run to Monday January 11th.  It should be noted that these arrangements are for the disposal of household Christmas trees and that only one tree per household or vehicle can be accepted.   The drop off locations in the RTFB area are as follows:
1. Rathfarnham Castle Park car park
1. Dodder Valley Park / Cherryfield car park
1. Dodder Valley Park / Firhouse Road car park opposite Firhouse Village

Following contributions from Councillors Deirdre O’Donovan, Carly Bailey, Pamela Kearns, and Emma Murphy, Leo Magee, Senior Engineer responded to queries raised and the report was NOTED.


RTFB/512/20 M8 Item ID:67435
Proposed by Councillor Carly Bailey and Seconded by Councillor Deirdre O’Donovan
That the Chief Executive installs public lighting along the new pathway that runs through the green leading up to the side gate into St. Damien's NS in Perrystown, opposite Quarry Drive.
 
 
REPORT:
This proposal will be costed and considered for inclusion in the Public Realm Improvement Works Programme for 2021.  A draft programme of works will be presented to the area committees at the January meetings, with the county wide list being presented to the meeting of the County Council in February.
The Motion was unanimously AGREED without Debate.

Environment
RTFB/513/20 C10 Item ID:67909 - Correspondence
Correspondence (No Business)
RTFB/514/20 H16 Item ID:67924
The Following report was presented by Derek Sargent, A/Senior Engineer
Ballyboden Reservoir boundary with Scholarstown Plan
REPORT:
The matter of the strip of land between Ballyboden Reservoir and Scholarstown Wood was referred to Irish Water on 21st August 2019 by SDCC and followed up with them again after the Rathfarnham ACM on 10th November 2020.  We didn't get any further response, so we contacted Irish Water Operations by phone on 8th December 2020.  Irish Water Operations have no further information on this at present but will make enquiries within Irish Water, possibly with their land management or legal department. 
Irish Water’s advice and verbal report today was that they’re aware of the issue raised from SDCC, and also directly with Irish Water by residents in Scholarstown Wood.  It appears to be a boundary issue between the reservoir lands and back gardens of several houses within the estate.  Some residents have indicated that they want the vegetation including some bushes and quite mature trees retained whilst others want it cleared.
Note, this strip of land is not SDCC’s and neither was the reservoir at any time.  Before Irish Water the reservoir and lands belonged to Dublin City Council.
Councillors can contact Irish Water further on this directly via their Local Representative Support Desk at localresupport@water.ie or 1890 178 178. 
Following contributions from Councillors Deirdre O’Donovan and Clare O’Byrne, Derek Sargent responded to queries raised and the report was NOTED.
Water & Drainage
RTFB/515/20 C11 Item ID:67919 – Correspondence 
Correspondence (No Business)
RTFB/516/20 H17 Item ID:67931 – New Works
New Works (No Business)
