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Overview

At schools across the County there are significant traffic and safety challenges experienced at pick up and drop off time. The ambition of the School Street programme is to improve safety for people, to encourage more people to walk and cycle to school and to increase awareness of the importance for doing this. Depending on each location, typically a range design measures, traffic restrictions and information would be deployed.  A school street is generally a road outside or close to a school, or schools, where temporary restrictions are placed on traffic during school drop-off and pick-up times. The restriction, generally, applies to school related traffic and through traffic.  

The initial programme includes eight school locations across the County, two per ACM, with a priority school location identified in each ACM area. 
The Council is being asked to approve the overall programme aim, the objectives, the eight school locations as well as the four priority school locations. 

The next step is for officers to engage with each of the four schools, to carry out survey work and identify the scope of works possible at each location. Informed by this the level of resource would be identified and the intention is that funding to deliver the capital works will be available from the National Transport Authority on a project by project basis. This work is needed to determine the timing for delivering works at each school location.   

Aim 

To restrict motorised traffic within an agreed street, or zone, outside the school gate to enhance a safer environment in which children can feel encouraged to cycle, walk or scoot to school.

Objectives 

There are three key objectives of the School Street Project. They are: 

1. Improve Road Safety conditions outside a school by reducing traffic congestion at the school gate to make it safer environment for children to cycle, walk and scoot to school. 
2. Improve the local environment by reducing dependence on motorized transport as the preferred mode of choice to get to and from school. This will lead to a reduction in CO2 emissions and improvement in local air quality.  

3. Promoting better health as traffic free environments encourage more people to walk and cycle, thus improving our physical health and general wellbeing
Assessment Criteria 

As discussed with each of the Council’s Area Committee Meetings in May 2020 the following selection criteria have been used to shortlist potential schools: 

· Presence of School Warden.
· Road category outside school i.e. Regional, Local or Residential. 

· Bus route outside school. 

· Whether the school is involved with a existing behavioral change programme e.g. Green-Schools Ireland.
· Is there opportunity to better connect the local environment to encourage walking and cycling.
· Existing issues with parking and traffic congestion. 

To provide additional context to the selection criteria used, schools located along regional routes were not considered appropriate, and schools on local or residential routes were observed to establish if there were  premises that might directly be adversely affected by such a scheme.  Similarly, the delivery of school street works cannot negatively impact on existing public transport bus routes.  Pre-existing school involvement with the Green-Schools Programme was determined as a positive as that demonstrated that existing structures are in place to engage the wider school community in behavioral change projects.  Lastly, connectivity opportunity to improve local walking and cycling potential and known traffic issues were observed at all schools.  
Schools 

Under the first criterium 78 schools were considered for the project and were weighted against the criteria.  The assessment process resulted in 8 school street locations being identified as possible locations - two per AC area.   Details of these 8 schools street projects were presented at their respective ACMs in October and agreement was reached at each committee meeting on the preferred four school locations.  
	AREA 
	Progress to pilot phase  
	Progress at second phase 

	Clondalkin ACM 
	Gaelscoil Chluáin Dolcain – Old Nangor Road. 
	Talbot S.N.S. – Bawnogue. 

	LPF ACM  
	St. Lorcan’s and St. Brigid’s – The Oval
	St. Mary’s S.N.S. – Rowlagh 

	RFTB ACM 
	Holy Spirit Schools, Limekiln Lane
	Bishop Shanahan and Galvin, Templeogue Wood  

	Tallaght ACM 
	St. Mark’s S.N.S. and J.N.S. – Springfield 
	Scoil Maelruain S.N.S. and J.N.S. – Old Bawn


Table 1: School Street Projects. 
Next steps 
Councillors are asked to agree the overall programme of eight school locations and the preferred school location for each ACM. 
Following this the Council will commence detailed worked in each of the preferred four school locations. This will include discussions with the schools, surveys, and design work. This work is needed to determine which of the four school locations can be commenced first.  The intention is that the first school street project will be delivered by September 2021. 

The next steps for the project are as follows: 

· Full Council 9th November 2020. 

· School engagement by December 2020.  

· Procurement of supporting technical consultant by January 2021. 

· Survey and analysis work at schools by March 2021. 

· Design work to be completed by summer 2021. 

· First project implementation by September 2021 with the remaining projects to follow.  
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