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MEETING OF SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL

Monday 13th March, 2006 

Headed Item No. 13 – SUPPLEMENTARY REPORT 

The 2004-2010 Development Plan provides that it is an objective of the Council to create additional public rights of way as and when appropriate.   In particular the following public rights of way are proposed;

1 Access to the River Liffey including from Mill Lane Palmerstown and Main Street and Chapel Hill, Lucan to the Liffey Weir/ river bank 

2 To secure a long distance walking route (Dublin Way) from Kiltalawn, Tallaght into the mountains to link with the Wicklow Way.

3 To investigate the feasibility of providing public paths along the banks of the River Liffey and the River Dodder.

In addition specific objective No. 11. states the Council’s committment “To continue the development and extension of the Liffey Valley Park”.
Specific objective No 16 also provides “To implement the proposals contained in the Liffey Valley Management Plan in conjunction with Fingal County Council.”

A review of the management plan for the Liffey valley S.A.A.O. in 2002 identified that approximately 27 acres of land have been acquired by South Dublin County Council at Stewart’s Hospital.  These lands are now open to the public.  Networks of pedestrian footpaths have been developed.   In addition some work had already been carried out at Waterstown Park, including the construction of pedestrian pathways.

Regarding further progress on the management plan a number of obstacles to progress had been identified.  These include:

· the difficulty in establishing rights of way with private landowners.   Gaining public access to the river is the most significant measure which would enable the public to enjoy the special amenity qualities of the valley.   The acquisition to date by the local authorities of some of the valley lands is significant.   However, the creation of public pathways along the entire length of the river will not succeed without the full co-operation of all relevant landowners, or the necessary land coming into public ownership.

· the fragmented land ownership pattern along the Liffey has resulted in a difficulty in opening up and establishing networks of pedestrian routes.

· lack of resources in implementing many of the projects and plans of the County Councils.

Regarding the Dodder Valley Park, the long term proposal is to extend the Dodder Valley Park from its boundary with Dublin City Council as far as Bohernabreena by the acquisition of lands as they become available.   The development of the park will include provision for access to and along the banks of the river

Regarding the Dublin Way, a preliminary study was undertaken twenty years ago into a proposed long distance waymarked walking route to be known as The Dublin Way, from Kiltalawn to the Wicklow Way at Tibbraden, County Dublin.   Difficulties were encountered with obtaining agreement from landowners to developing off road sections of the proposed route.   Accordingly a route predominantly on-road was identified and considered.  Consultations with Cospoir who at the time were co-ordinating long-distance way marked routes in Ireland indicated that the route identified had too high a proportion of its route on road and therefore the route was considered unattractive and unsuitable as a long distance waymarked way, particularly given the volumes of traffic on some of the roads which largely do not have footpaths or lighting.   No further approaches were made to landowners to identify additional or alternative off-road sections of the proposed route.   The situation is however kept under review in the event of an opportunity emerging to develop an appropriate route, either with the agreement of landowners or suitable land coming into public ownership.   A recent discussion involving a member of the National Waymarked Ways Committee confirmed the desirability of significant proportions of a waymarked route being off-road

It is considered that the development of the proposed waymarked route would require the support of the national body responsible for co-ordinating waymarked routes in the country if the proposal was to be advanced further.

