COMHAIRLE CHONTAE ATHA CLIATH THEAS

SOUTH  DUBLIN  COUNTY  COUNCIL

	Minutes of South Dublin County Council meeting held on 13th February 2006


	PRESENT


	Councillors
	Councillors

	Ardagh, M.
	Maloney, E.

	Corr, M
	McCarthy, F.

	Daly, J.
	McDermott, T.

	Daly, M.
	Murphy, M.

	Dowds, R.
	Neville, J.

	Gilligan, T.
	O’Conchúir, S.

	Hannon, J
	O’Connell, G.

	Jones, C.
	Ridge, T.

	Keane, C.
	Tuffy, E.

	Keating, D.
	Tyndall, C.

	King, C.
	Walsh, E.

	Lahart, J.
	Warren, K.

	Laing, S.
	White, A.


OFFICIALS PRESENT

	County Manager
	J. Horan

	Directors / Heads of Function
	T. Doherty, P. Smith, F. Coffey, J. Walsh, C. Boylan, C. Henehan, P. Poole, M. Pyne. 

	County Librarian
	T. Walsh

	Senior Executive Officers
	E. Cunningham,  M. Coleman, G. Keogh, P. Murphy,  F. Nevin, M. O’Shaughnessy, J. Quinlivan, 

	Senior Engineer
	J. McLoughlin

	Senior Planner
	P. Hogan, M. Kenny

	Senior Executive Engineer
	S. Fagan

	Senior Executive Planner
	P. Devlin

	Executive Engineer
	C. Lambert

	Administrative Officers
	T. Curtin, A. McDermott

	Senior Staff Officer
	U. Donnellan

	Clerical Officers
	M. Dunne, M. Furney, M. McDonagh

	IT Support
	G. McManus


The Mayor, Councillor T. Ridge presided 

VOTE OF SYMPATHY

A minutes silence was observed for the victims of the recent roof collapse tragedy in Katowice, Poland.  The Mayor referred to the twinning relationship between 
South Dublin and the town of Katowice and it was agreed that written condolences would be sent to the Mayor of Katowice.
(C/0054/06)
ORDER OF BUSINESS

The Mayor indicated that she intended to deal with all the statutory business on the agenda and conclude the meeting with H9 Resignation of Cllr. C. Tyndall.

On a point of Order, Cllr. C. King questioned the removal of a motion of his from the Council Agenda.  The Mayor indicated that the Law Agent had advised that the said motion was not in accordance with Standing Orders governing Council business.

(C/0055/06)
CONFIRMATION AND RE-AFFIRMATION OF MINUTES

Minutes of Meeting of South Dublin County Council, 9th January 2006, which had been circulated, were submitted and APPROVED as a true record and signed.
(C/0056/06)
TERENURE/RATHFARNHAM AREA COMMITTEE (1) - 10TH JANUARY 2006 DEALING WITH ROADS, PLANNING (1 REPORT - DRAFT BALLYBODEN VILLAGE PLAN), DEVELOPMENT AND CORPORATE SERVICES
The report by the Manager which had been circulated was CONSIDERED:

“A Proposed Draft Ballyboden Village Plan was presented to the Members of the Area Committee for their consideration on 10th January 2006.

Following consideration of the Proposed Draft Plan it was agreed that the Plan with some amendments could be put on display for public consultation.  These amendments would include:

· Removal of proposed pedestrian linkages from Whitecliff Estate to Taylor’s Lane,

· The insertion of an additional objective in the Draft Plan regarding community facilities and services to provide for continuation of community facilities/services on or in the vicinity of the Augustinian lands, and

It was agreed that the Draft Plan be placed on public display for submissions or observations for a minimum period of six (6) weeks.  

NOTE:  A Manager’s Report on any submissions or observations received will be prepared following the close of the consultation period and be forwarded to Members for their consideration.”
It was proposed by Councillor T. Ridge seconded by Councillor C. Keane  and RESOLVED: 

“That the recommendations contained in the report of the South Dublin County Council Terenure/Rathfarnham Area Committee (1) 10th January 2006 – Planning Department be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”

(C/0057/06)
TERENURE/RATHFARNHAM AREA COMMITTEE (2) – 10th JANUARY 2006 DEALING WITH COMMUNITY, PARKS, ENVIRONMENT AND HOUSING
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

(C/0058/06)
TALLAGHT AREA COMMITTEE (1) - 16TH JANUARY 2006 
DEALING WITH ENVIRONMENT, PARKS, COMMUNITY (1 REPORT - GRANTS) AND HOUSING
The report by the Manager which had been circulated was CONSIDERED:
Community Business

“Application for Grants 

Applications for grants under the Council’s Community Grants Scheme have been received from the organisations listed below. Payment of these grants to these organisations, in accordance with the conditions of the Scheme, in the amounts set out hereunder, is recommended for approval:-

	Ref:
	Group

	Type of Application


	Date of Application
	Amount



	292/ 1368
	Kingswood Community & Leisure Centre Ltd.,

5 Walnut Close,

Kingswood,

Dublin 24.


	Needs & Feasibility Study.
	06/12/05
	€2,000

	SCRA 1659/ GF 1361
	Circle Ireland,

Third Floor,

18 Dame Street,

Dublin 2.


	Equipment Grant towards the purchase of tables and chairs for Deerpark Neighbourhood Centre, Kiltipper, Tallaght, Dublin 24.
	14/11/05
	€3,000

	SCRA 1662/ GF 1365
	Family Education Services,

c/o St. Thomas Junior National School,

Jobstown,

Tallaght,

Dublin 24.
	Single Interest grant towards the provision of new kitchen, painting and decorating.
	22/11/05
	€5,000


It was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney, seconded by Councillor J. Neville and RESOLVED:

“That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council approve payment of the above grants as recommended in the foregoing report”.”
It was proposed by Councillor T. Ridge, seconded by Councillor E. Maloney and RESOLVED: 

“That the recommendations contained in the report of the South Dublin County Council Tallaght Area Committee (1) 16th January 2006– Community Department be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”
(C/0059/06)
TALLAGHT AREA COMMITTEE (2) - 23RD JANUARY 2006
DEALING WITH ROADS (1 REPORT - EXTINGUISHMENT OF RIGHT OF WAY), PLANNING,  DEVELOPMENT AND  CORPORATE SERVICES 
The report by the Manager which had been circulated was CONSIDERED:

“The following report was considered at the Tallaght Area Committee Meeting on 23rd January, 2006

“An application has been received from Housing Maintenance and the residents of 115 – 120 Balrothery Estate to formally extinguish the public right-of-way to the rear of 115 – 120 Balrothery Estate due to antisocial behaviour.  It is proposed to affect the closure by means of lockable gates”.

If the committee agree the procedure to extinguish the public right-of-way as listed above will be initiated.”

Following consideration of the report, it was agreed to initiate the procedure.

The proposal to extinguish the public right-of-way was advertised in the Echo on Thursday, 20th October, 2005 and signs were erected on site in accordance with Section 73 of the Roads Act, 1993.  The latest date for receipt of objections, representations and requests for an oral hearing was 2nd December, 2005.

No submissions were received in response to the public advertisement/notice.

Bord Gais, Eircom, NTL and ESB have stated that they have no objections to the proposed extinguishment.

Public Lighting Section and the Water & Drainage Sections have no objections to the proposed extinguishment.

The decision regarding the extinguishment of a public right-of-way and the granting of an oral hearing is a reserved function of the Council.

Any recommendation of the Committee will be brought to the attention of the Council.”

The Committee recommended that the public right-of-way at the above location be extinguished.

The decision regarding the extinguishment of a public right-of-way is a reserved function of the Council.

If the Council agrees to the recommendation, the following resolution is required:

"South Dublin County Council in pursuance of its power under Section 73 of the Roads Act, 1993 hereby orders that the public right-of-way at 115/120 Balrothery Estate, Tallaght, Dublin 24 as shown coloured red on Map Ref. 0506, be extinguished.”

It was proposed by Councillor T. Ridge seconded by Councillor  E. Maloney  and RESOLVED: 

“That the recommendations contained in the report of the South Dublin County Council Tallaght Area Committee (1) 23rd January 2006– Roads Department be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”
(C/0060/06)
LUCAN/CLONDALKIN AREA COMMMITTEE(1) - 17TH JANUARY 2006 DEALING WITH DEVELOPMENT, PLANNING, CORPORATE SERVICES AND ROADS
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.
Cllr. R. Dowds referred to report on Headed Item No. 5 of the Area Committee meeting regarding Proposed extinguishment of public right of way at rear of 39-45 Lealand Avenue.  He stated that the proposed closure of the laneway be means of incorporation into residents gardens was not in accordance with the residents wishes to have it closed by means of lockable gate.
Mr. F. Coffey responded to the Cllr. Dowds and undertook to have the matter reviewed and a report brought to the next meeting of the Area Committee.

(C/0061/06)
LUCAN /CLONDALKIN AREA COMMITTEE (2) - 24TH JANUARY 2006 DEALING WITH ENVIRONMENT, PARKS, COMMUNITY  AND HOUSING 
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

(C/0062/06)
STANDING COMMITTEES - ORGANISATION, PROCEDURE AND FINANCE COMMITTEE, 19TH  JANUARY 2006
Calendar of Meeting Dates
The report by the Manager which had been circulated was CONSIDERED:

 “The following report was presented to the Members at the Organisation, Procedure and Finance Committee Meeting of 19th January 2006.

DRAFT CALENDAR OF MEETING DATES

6th March – 28th April 2006

	DATE
	MEETING/FUNCTION
	STARTING TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 6th March
	
	
	

	Tues. 7th March
	Terenure/Rathfarnham Area Committee (1)

Roads, Planning, Development & Corporate Services

Terenure/Rathfarnham Area Committee (2)

Community, Parks, Environment & Housing
	2.00 p.m. – 6.00 p.m
	22/02/06

Business to SEO Roads & Traffic Department

*(For planning files see below)

01/03/06

Business to SEO Roads & Traffic Department

	Wed. 8th March
	
	
	

	Thurs. 9th March
	
	
	

	Fri. 10th March
	
	 
	


* Planning file requests to be received by 01/03/06
	DATE
	MEETING/FUNCTION
	STARTING TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 13th March


	Corporate Policy Group

County Council Meeting
	12.30 p.m.–2.00 p.m.

3.30 p.m. – 6.30 p.m.
	28/02/06

Business to SEO Corporate Services

	Tues.14th March
	
	
	

	Wed. 15th March
	
	
	

	Thurs 16th March
	
	
	

	Fri. 17th March
	Bank Holiday 
	
	


	DATE
	MEETING/FUNCTION
	STARTING TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 20th March
	Tallaght Area Committee (1)

Environment, Parks, Community & Housing
	3.30 p.m. – 5.30 p.m.
	06/03/06

Business to SEO Housing Department

	Tues. 21st March


	Lucan/Clondalkin Area Committee (1)

Development, Planning, Corporate Services & Roads
	3.30 p.m – 5.30 p.m.
	07/03/06

Business to SEO Planning Department

*(For planning files see below)

	Wed. 22nd March
	Deputations


	2.00 p.m. – 6.00 p.m.
	

	Thurs. 23rd March
	Traffic Management Meeting

Organisation, Procedure and Finance Committee (In Committee)
	1.15 p.m. – 3.30 p.m.

3.30 p.m. – 6.00 p.m.
	09/03/06

Business to SEO Corporate Services

	Fri. 24th March
	
	
	


* Planning file requests to be received by 15/03/06
	DATE
	MEETING/FUNCTION
	STARTING TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 27th March
	Tallaght Area Committee (2)

Roads, Planning, Development & Corporate Services
	3.30 p.m. –5.30 p.m.
	13/03/06

Business to SEO Housing Department

*(For planning files see below)

	Tues. 28th March
	Lucan/Clondalkin Area Committee (2)

Environment, Parks, Community & Housing


	3.30 p.m. – 5.30 p.m.
	14/03/06

Business to SEO Planning Department

	Wed. 29th March
	
	
	

	Thurs. 30th March
	
	
	

	Fri. 31st March
	
	
	


*Planning file requests to be received by 21/03/06

	DATE
	MEETING/FUNCTION
	STARTING TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 3rd April
	
	
	

	Tues. 4th April
	Terenure/Rathfarnham Area Committee (1)

Roads, Planning, Development & Corporate Services
	3.30 p.m. – 5.30 p.m.
	22/03/06

Business to SEO Roads & Traffic Department

*(For planning files see below)


	Wed. 5th April
	
	
	

	Thurs. 6th April
	
	
	

	Fri. 7th April
	
	
	


*Planning file requests to be received by 29/03/06

	DATE
	MEETING/FUNCTION
	STARTING TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 10th April
	Corporate Policy Group

County Council Meeting
	12.30 p.m.–2.00 p.m.

3.30 p.m. – 6.30 p.m.
	28/03/06

Business to SEO Corporate Services

	Tues. 11th April
	Terenure/Rathfarnham Area Committee (2)

Community, Parks, Environment & Housing
	3.30 p.m. – 5.30 p.m.
	29/03/06

Business to SEO Roads & Traffic Department

	Wed. 12th April
	
	
	

	Thurs. 13th April
	
	
	

	Fri. 14th April
	Good Friday
	
	


	DATE
	MEETING/FUNCTION
	STARTING TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS


	Mon. 17th April
	Bank Holiday
	
	

	Tues. 18th April
	Tallaght Area Committee (1)

Environment, Parks, Community & Housing
	3.30 p.m. –5.30 p.m.
	03/04/06

Business to SEO Housing Department

	Wed. 19th April
	
	
	

	Thurs. 20th April
	
	
	

	Fri. 21st April
	
	
	


	DATE
	MEETING/FUNCTION
	STARTING TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 24th April
	Tallaght Area Committee (2)

Roads, Planning, Development & Corporate Services
	3.30 p.m. –5.30 p.m.
	07/04/06

Business to SEO Housing Department

*(For planning files see below)

	Tues. 25th April
	Lucan/Clondalkin Area Committee (2)

Environment, Parks, Community & Housing
	3.30 p.m. – 5.30 p.m.
	10/04/06

Business to SEO Planning Department

	Wed.  26th April
	Deputations


	2.00 p.m. – 6.00 p.m.


	

	Thurs. 27th April
	Lucan/Clondalkin Area Committee (1)

Development, Planning, Corporate Services & Roads
	3.30 p.m. – 5.30 p.m.
	04/04/06

Business to SEO Planning Department

**(For planning files see below)

	Fri. 28th April
	
	
	


*Planning file requests to be received by  18/03/06
**Planning file requests to be received by 12/03/06
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors M. Ardagh, D. Keating, T. Gilligan and E. Tuffy.

Following discussion it was AGREED that the Terenure / Rathfarnham Area Committee (2) Meeting scheduled for 14th March would take place on 7th March 2006 after the Terenure/ Rathfarnham Area Committee (1) Meeting which is scheduled to take place on that date.

It was also agreed that the Lucan Clondalkin Area Committee (1) Meeting scheduled for 19th April 2006 would take place on 27th April 2006.”

The above Calendar reflects the changes agreed at the Organisation, Procedure and Finance Committee Meeting.

The Calendar is now before the Members for approval.”
Mr. G. Keogh, Senior Executive Officer drew Members attention to the revisions on the Calendar to accommodate the St. Patrick’s and Easter holidays.

The revised Calendar was APPROVED.

(C/0063/06)
ENVIRONMENT SPC, 1ST FEBRUARY 2006
The report by the Manager, which had been circulated was CONSIDERED:

“The Environment Strategic Policy Committee met on Wednesday 1st February.  

Reports were considered on the following:

(a)
Report on Junk Collection 

1.
Timing of the Junk Collection Service

It has been suggested that the timing of the service, which heretofore took place from September to November/December, has contributed to problems of dumping and bonfires at Halloween.  Consideration is underway, regarding the possibility of timing the collections earlier in the year.  On a transitional basis in 2006, the service may take place from June/July to September, with a longer term objective from 2007, of carrying out the service from April to June or July.  In relation to the bonfire problem, it is proposed to present a special report to a future meeting of the SPC to update the members of the progress of an interdepartmental committee established by Environment Department, which is collaborating with Community, Parks and Housing Departments in order to address the bonfire problem.

2.
Collection Frequencies

There are over 82,000 houses in the County, approximately 9,000 of these in RAPID areas and 73,000 in non-RAPID.  The Council currently provides an annual junk collection service to the 9,000 in RAPID areas and the rest on a five year rota.  The 73,000 houses spread over five years means that the Council would provide a service to approximately 14,600 houses in non-RAPID areas on the collection schedule each year (that is if all housing estates are included for consideration).  This has not been possible to date.  For example, in 2005 we collected from 9,000 houses in RAPID areas and 12,000 in non-RAPID areas (total 21,000).  This was only possible in 2005 due to the WEEE initiative which removed disposal costs for electrical items from the junk collection.  In 2004 the Council was in a position to include 9,500 non-RAPID houses only along with the 9,000 RAPID.   It is obvious that many housing estates have not yet been added to the junk collection database, the best estimate at present is that there are about 60,000 to 65,000 houses (of the total number of 82,000) in the Junk Collection Schedule.

If RAPID areas were collected every second year, the Council could have included 16,500 non-RAPID houses in the 2005 collection along with the 4,500 RAPID.  The scope to include 16,500 non-RAPID houses would enable the five year rota arrangement to be maintained for the foreseeable future without difficulty. The reduction in frequency of collections in RAPID areas is absolutely necessary in order to ensure that the 'one in five years' frequency elsewhere is maintained.

The special arrangement for housing estates in RAPID areas was introduced in line with an action contained in the County Strategy Implementation Plan 2003-2005.  The Implementation Plan has now been reviewed and amended for 2006, and this specific item is no longer an action within the strategy.  The question for consideration at this time is whether there should continue to be a more frequent service provided in RAPID areas than in the rest of the County.  The information available on the tonnages being generated suggests that a frequency of service once every two years for RAPID housing estates will facilitate the continuation of the five yearly rota for the non-RAPID housing estates, while continuing to provide an enhanced service to the RAPID areas of disadvantage.  This requires ongoing review as the growth of housing development in the County will inevitably lead to greater demand.

3.
Cost Recovery

It is worth noting that South Dublin County Council is one of very few local authorities who provide a junk collection service from householders free of charge.  While the existence of the service may prevent waste being dumped etc., it is also important that householders be encouraged to bring waste for disposal directly to the Council’s Ballymount Civic Amenity and Recycling Centre.  Many residents associations have excellent arrangements for coordinating community cleanups and arrange to obtain skips at their own expense.  This approach is in line with the Council’s and Government policy of polluter pays and should also be encouraged.  While the Council acknowledges that the junk collection service is very useful for those who have no means of transport to dispose of waste, or who have insufficient means to privately pay for skip hire, the sustainability of the service may require in the future the levying of an appropriate charge to (a) recover the cost of disposal and (b) influence awareness of the need to minimise waste.

4.
Introduction of WEEE Directive

The introduction of legislation in August 2005 regarding the disposal of waste electrical and electronic equipment has had some effect on the quantities of waste material being disposed of at junk collections.

Since August 2005, householders may return an item of WEEE for disposal free of charge either (a) to the retailer, when purchasing a similar item or (b) to the local authority Civic Amenity Centre.

This legislation covers all Waste Electrical and Electronic Equipment ranging from fridges, freezers, TVs, computers to smaller items such as irons, toasters, kettles, clocks etc.  Householders should be encouraged to avail of this service, thereby reducing the amount of waste which can accumulate.”

Following contributions from Councillors G. O’Connell, E. Walsh, C. King, S. Laing, Ms Kiernan which were responded to by Ms M. Pyne the above report was NOTED, and it was agreed that a that it should be recommended to the Council that a junk collection be given to householders in RAPID neighbourhoods every second year as distinct from the current annual service so that other householders in the County can continue to receive the service at five yearly intervals.

(b)
Beautiful South Dublin County – Schools Competition

 “South Dublin County Council is sponsoring a new Environmental Schools Competition.  Applications were sent to 133 schools in South Dublin County (33 primary and 100 post primary).  The closing date for entries is end March 2006.  Presentations of prizes will take place in May 2006.  The competition is targeting both Primary and Post Primary schools with a special section for Transition year students.  The categories for each group are as listed below:

Category




Judging Groups
Primary Schools:

Art competition outlining the 


Junior infants – 2nd class

Principles of Reduce, Reuse

& Recycle




3rd class – 6th class

Secondary Schools

Project based on



1st – 3rd year students

“Your environment now and how

to make it better”



5th – 6th year students

Multimedia presentation



Transition year”

“Litter, make it go away”

(c)
Presentation on Recycling Household Waste (made to the Oireachtas Joint Committee of Environment and Local Government)

This presentation was made by Ms M. Pyne and it concerned South Dublin County Council’s recycling services, recycling infrastructure and future proposals under the Waste Management Plan for the Dublin Region 2005 – 2010.  

(d)
Report on the Bring Bank Working Group

"Following discussion at the November 2005 meeting of the Committee regarding the challenges facing the Council to increase the number and usage of bring bank facilities, it was decided to establish a Working Group.

The Members of the Group are:-

Cllr. Tony McDermott

Cllr Marie Corr

Cllr Cathal king

And two officials Maire Ni Dhomhnaill (Environmental Awareness Officer) &

Peter Moffat (Senior Staff Officer, Environmental Services Dept.)

The primary objective of the Group is to encourage the opportunity to recycle glass, cans, plastic and textiles by the provision of bring banks in local neighbourhoods in accordance with the Dublin Waste Management Plan.  This objective will be achieved by

-
Increasing the number of locations of bring banks.

-
Increasing the usage of bring banks thus increasing recycling.

-
Reducing the misuse of bring banks i.e. dumping, littering and antisocial behaviour.

Progress to date

The Working Group has met on two occasions since its inception and are working on the following recommendations:-

1. The incorporation of bring banks at the planning application stage of all new developments.

2. Piloting an underground bring bank system and evaluating its use.

3. The development of an adopt a bin policy for businesses in the County.

4. That all community centre and sports clubs funded by public monies should provide space for bring banks.

5. The adoption of a Name & Shame policy for those found littering at bring banks sites.

6. That it would be a prerequisite of a community grant application that recycling facilities are provided.

7. A refund/reward initiative to encourage greater recycling.”

(e)
Report on SPC Remit – Heritage Issues

 “Strategic Policy Committees were established in South Dublin County Council in 2001, in order to provide a forum for discussion on policy matters relating to the various Council Directorate(s) and their areas of responsibility.

The Environment SPC has a broad range of interests, which is defined by the activities of the Environmental Services Department, and the Budgets approved by the elected members to deliver those services.

These activities include:

· Waste Management

· Recycling

· Environmental Awareness

· Water Management

· Drainage Issues

· Regional Infrastructure Requirements

At the November meeting of the Strategic Policy Committee, a request was made by Professor Rice that the Committee consider the need for an inventory of Environmental Heritage.  However, the Heritage Function in South Dublin County Council is within the remit of the Planning Department and therefore this request should be referred to the Economic Development SPC which deals with matters relating to the activities of the Council’s Planning Department.”

(f)
Consideration of UK proposals for new nuclear facilities 

The following correspondence which was submitted by the Chairman of the SPC, Cllr. T. Mc Dermott was circulated

RESOLUTION ON NEW NUCLEAR CONSTRUCTION

This Council is deeply concerned that a UK Government commitment to new nuclear generation will perpetuate the risks carried by communities in Ireland as a result of radioactive discharges to the Irish Sea, nuclear transportation through the Irish Sea, and of nuclear accidents or possible terrorist incidents.  It could also create the conditions for nuclear development on the island of Ireland with associated direct operational hazards and radioactive waste arising.

This Council therefore opposes the construction of nuclear power stations throughout Britain and Ireland; urges the development of safe sustainable renewable energy generation and greater investment in decentralised energy generation and efficiency programmes that can create employment, improve living standards and more effectively tackle climate pollution that is accelerating global warming; and formally resolves to support the NFLA campaign.

(g)
Presentation on Recycling

A presentation on recycling was made by Cllr. M. Murphy.

The above reports can be viewed on Members.net under Agenda Items on the Environment SPC on 1st February 2006.”
The report was NOTED.

(C/0064/06)
HOUSING AND SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT SPC, 2ND FEBRUARY 2006.
The following reports by the Manager, which had been circulated were CONDISERED:

a) DRAFT AFFORDABLE HOUSING SCHEME

There are three types of affordable housing.

Type 1

This is for properties built on council lands as part of a public private partnership. The land cost is subsidised and the houses are sold subject to a clawback if sold within twenty years. 

For the allocation of a house under the Affordable Housing Scheme applicants must meet the same requirements as currently apply to Shared Ownership Scheme applicants. These are as follows:

a) He/she is a tenant or tenant purchaser of a local authority house in the administrative area of South Dublin County Council and intends to surrender their existing house to that authority or

b) He/she is a person whose application for local authority housing has been approved by South Dublin County Council or

c) He/she is a tenant of one year’s standing of a house provided by an approved housing body under the Rental Subsidy Scheme in the administrative area of South Dublin County Council and intends to return their house to the voluntary housing body or

d) He/she is in need of housing and satisfies the following income test;

Single income household:

In the last income tax year, gross income (before tax) did not exceed €32,000.00

Two income household:

The eligibility of a household with two earners is determined by a formula, which takes account of the gross income (before tax), in the last income tax year, of the principal (greater) earner and the subsidiary (lesser) earner as follows:

Where two and a half times the income of the principal earner plus once the income of the subsidiary earner does not exceed €80,000.00, the household is eligible.

Type 2

Affordable houses will also become available under Part V of the Planning & Development Act 2000 (as amended). Under the act each local authority must adopt a scheme of priorities for the sale or lease of the properties acquired under Part V of the act. 

The qualifying criteria for the allocation of properties acquired under part V will be divided into three distinct categories the details of which are outlined below.

Category 1  The qualifying criteria for this category will be the same as that 

        outlined at Type 1 above ( see affordable housing above)

Category 2  Those qualifying will have to meet the income qualifications

                      as outlined under Type 1 with a single income limit of

€40,000 and a double income limit where two and a half times the income of the principal earner plus once the income of the subsidiary earner does not exceed €100,000.00, 
Category 3  Those qualifying for this category will have incomes 

         greater than category 2 above.

Type 3

These are Units which are acquired as a result of initiatives under the Affordable Homes Partnership i.e. units exchanged for state lands

Eligibility

Applicants must be in need of housing and intent on residing in the property once the purchase has been completed.  Applicants shall not be part or sole owners in any other property.

Income Limits:

Single applicants salary should not exceed €56,000

Two Income Household – salary should not exceed €140,000

Finance for Type 3 Units will be provided by the Financial Institutions to eligible applicants who will be nominated by the Council under the terms of this scheme.”
b) MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE HOUSING AND SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON THURSDAY 10TH NOVEMBER, 2005

PRESENT:

Mr. Roderick Smith   
-   Community Forum

Mr. Barney Joyce
-   Community Forum


MEMBERS:


OFFICIALS:
M. Corr (Chair)


P. Poole
,Director of Housing

C King



J. Quinlivan

Senior Executive Officer

M. Ardagh


M. Fagan
 
Senior Executive Officer

R. Dowds


T. O’ Neill

Administrative Officer

J. Hannon

E. Maloney

Apologies : Cllr T. Ridge.

1. Minutes:

The minutes of the Housing and Social Development Strategic Policy Committee Meeting held on 8th September 2005, were proposed by Councillor King and seconded by Councillor Corr.

2. Report on the Rental Allowance Scheme.

A report on the Rental Accommodation Scheme was given by M. Fagan. Following the report, a discussion followed, with contributions from Councillors Corr, Dowds, Ardagh and King, and by B. Joyce. M. Fagan replied to questions and agreed to deal with any subsequent queries from the Committee directly through his office.

3. Report on the Review of the Application Form for D.P.G. and E.R.G.
A report was given by J. Quinlivan on the Review of the Application Form for D.P.G. and E.R.G. applications. Mr Quinlivan reported that draft forms have been circulated and that a proposed information pack was with the Social Inclusion Unit for their input. Comments on the draft forms were submitted by Councillors Ardagh, Hannon and Maloney, which were noted. A further report will be brought before the next meeting of the Housing S.P.C.

4. Report on the proposed Review of the Scheme of Letting Priorities.
A report was given, by J. Quinlivan, on the proposed review of the Scheme of
 Letting Priorities.

Copies of the report from the S.P.C. sub Committee were circulated, and following discussion, to which all present contributed, the report was welcomed. The chair thanked the members of the sub Committee for their efforts to produce the Scheme review and proposed that – 

“The Housing and Social Development Strategic Policy Committee recommends that the draft Scheme of Letting Priorities, as outlined in the report be adopted by the full Council.”

The proposal was agreed, and resolved, by all of the Members of the Committee present.

The meeting concluded at 7.00 p.m.

c) REPORT OF THE HOUSING & SOCIAL STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEE
MEETING OF 2ND FEBRUARY, 2006
Scheme of Letting Priorities

The above scheme recommended at the last SPC has been approved by the Council and forwarded to the Department.  It is currently awaiting Departmental approval before it can be implemented.

Affordable Housing Scheme

The inclusion of a third strand of eligibility for affordable housing was discussed.  The SPC unanimously agreed that “The Housing and Social Development SPC recommend the inclusion of a third strand of eligibility in the Affordable Housing Scheme enabling applicants to earn up to €56,000 p.a. (single earner) and €140,000 (dual income) to accommodate purchasers under the Affordable Housing Initiative.” (Scheme change attached)
The SPC was notified that finance for these purchases will be provided by the Financial Institutions which have been agreed with the Department and was advised that in the event of over-subscription applicants will be queued on the basis of the date and time of receipt of their applications.

Review of Application Form and Accompanying Documentation for DPG and ERG

The SPC welcomed the new material.

Report on Anti-Social Behaviour Action Plan

Following on from the ASB Policy agreed by the SPC and the Council last year an up-dated report demonstrating the impact of the policy was circulated and discussed.  The SPC Members were asked that if they wished to submit a listing of locations which could be secured and thus reducing anti-social behaviour then these could be included in the listing being prepared with the Elected Members.

Report on Homeless


Following the passing of a motion to eliminate homelessness in the county at the budget meeting by accommodating all those currently on the homeless list a comprehensive report was circulated and welcomed by the Members.  It set out the current circumstances of those on the list, the reason for their status, all of the facilities and services available and the plans, which are going through the Area Committees for the provision of new accommodation and services.

Report on Rental Accommodation Scheme

A report on the up-to-date position on the RAS pilot in South Dublin was circulated and discussed.  Discussion on how the scheme was working and how it would affect the future of social housing ensued.”
The reports were NOTED.

(C/0065/06)
TRANSPORTATION SPC, 9TH FEBRUARY 2006
The report by the Manager, which had been circulated was CONSIDERED:
“Report of Transportation Strategic Policy Committee Meeting of 9TH February 2006

Confirmation of Minutes

Minutes of Transportation Strategic Policy Committee held on 17th November 2005 were confirmed and approved as a true record and signed.

Transport 21

Mr. F. Coffey, Director of Transportation with the aid of a slide presentation updated the Committee on the various proposals included by the Minister for Transport in Transport 21.   The Committee welcomed the proposed improvements to the road network and transport facilities and following a discussion it was proposed by Councillor S. Laing, seconded by Councillor T. Ridge and agreed

“ that the County Council request the Minister for Transport to proceed immediately with the proposed  LUAS line from Dundrum to Tallaght.”

Green Cycle and Pedestrian Routes

A presentation on two proposed Green Cycle and Pedestrian Routes was given by Ms. H. Fallon, Senior Executive Engineer.  These cycle routes are being designed to connect residential areas to parks, schools and employment centres.   The Committee welcomed these proposals.   Following a discussion it was proposed by Councillor S. Laing, seconded by Councillor F. McCarthy 

“That the Council request the Department of Transport to supply the necessary funding to progress the Cycleway Programme.”

Parking in Tallaght

Mr. F. Coffey Director of Transportation updated the Committee on the existing and proposed parking arrangements for Tallaght and its environs. It was agreed that a further report on this issue would be presented to the next meeting of the Committee.

School Transport and Safety Issues

This item was not reached. However, it was proposed by Councillor F. McCarthy, seconded by Councillor E. Tuffy that a special meeting of the Committee be arranged to discuss this issue.

The Meeting concluded at 7.00 pm

_________________

Councillor S. Laing

Chairperson.”
A discussion took place with contributions from Councillors M. Daly, S. Laing, C. Keane, and J. Lahart.
Councillor Laing requested that the wording of his proposal in the report under the heading Green Cycle and Pedestrian Routes be amended to read 
“That the Council request the Department of Transport to supply the necessary funding to progress the Cycleway Programme.”  The above report reflects this change.

Mr. F. Coffey, Director of Transportation responded to the Members queries.

The report, as amended, was NOTED.

(C/0066/06)
REPORTS REQUESTED BY AREA COMMITTEES
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.
(C/0067/06)
QUESTIONS 
It was proposed by Councillor T. Ridge, seconded by Councillor K. Warren  and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13 Questions numbered Q1 to Q 51 be ADOPTED and APPROVED.” 

(C/0068/06)
LITTER TASK FORCE
QUESTION: Councillor M. Corr   
To ask the Manager to establish as a matter of urgency a task-force to deal with litter blackspots in the County, with a view to eliminating the litter problems associated with illegal dumping of household refuse, litter emanating from the operation of commercial premises such as shops etc and will he make a statement on the matter?
REPLY:

The Environmental Services Department works closely with both the Housing and Parks Departments to tackle the problems with litter blackspots.  There are a number of joint ventures in the pipeline at present to deal with litter blackspots.  The major litter blackspots are patrolled on a daily basis and when evidence is found, fines and prosecutions are instigated by the Litter Wardens.

The Council encourages anyone who witnesses a dumping offence to notify the Litter Warden of the details, so that every effort can be made to identify the polluters.

The Litter Wardens will enforce the Litter Pollution Act if any commercial premises is the cause of litter and if there are particular cases causing problems, the information should be conveyed to the Litter Warden so that appropriate action may be taken.

(C/0069/06)
NEW SCHEME OF LETTING PRIORITIES
QUESTION: Councillor M. Corr   

To ask the Manager to indicate when the new Scheme of Letting Priorities as adopted by South Dublin County Council in December 2005 is likely to be implemented?

REPLY:
The new Scheme of Letting Priorities has been submitted to the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government for approval.  However, officials in the Department have said that due to the substantial nature of the changes proposed, thorough examination of the proposals will be undertaken by the Department.  Consequently an official of the Department has indicated that approval will not be forthcoming before the end of February 2006.

(C/0070/06)
NUMBERS OF ABANDONED/BURNT OUT VEHICLES
QUESTION: Councillor M. Corr   

To ask the Manager to give exact details of the numbers of abandoned and burnt out vehicles removed by this Council by Electoral Area in 2005, also indicating a breakdown of the cost incurred by Electoral Area over this period? 
REPLY:

There have been 804 abandoned and burnt out cars removed in South Dublin County during 2005.

The cost to the Council has been €43,777.80 inc. VAT

 

The breakdown per electoral area is as follows:

 

Tallaght South 


404       
€21,997.80

Clondalkin



210       
€11,434.50

Tallaght Central


106        
€5,771.70

Terenure / Rathfarnham      

46          
€2,504.70 

Lucan                     


38          
€2,069.10         

TOTAL:     
€43,777.80

(C/0071/06)
LOCAL SPORTS OFFICERS
QUESTION: Councillor M. Corr   

To ask the Manager to investigate the possibility of South Dublin utilising "Football in the Community" officers as currently provided for by Fingal and Dublin City Councils in conjunction with the FAI and the Young Persons Facilities and Services fund?
REPLY:

 The Council promotes a variety of sports in the community through it’s playing pitch letting scheme and through its Community Grants Scheme. In excess of 150 playing pitches are provided. The majority of the playing pitches are used for both Soccer and Gaelic games . It is estimated that approximately 12,000 avail of these facilities on a weekly basis. 

Indoor Sport is also catered for in many of the Council’s Community Centres. 

All – weather pitches have been provided by the Council at Clondalkin Sports  and Leisure Centre,  at Jobstown and at Quarryvale, Clondalkin. A public Golf Course has been provided by the Council at Grange Castle and a new Swimming Pool and Sports Hall are currently under construction at Jobstown, Tallaght. The development of another new swimming pool at Clondalkin has also commenced. 

In addition to the above the Council has accessed funding for numerous sporting projects under the RAPID, IAP Infrastructure Fund, Sports Capital Programmes and under the Young Persons Facilities and Services Fund. These monies have assisted in the provision of capital projects for sporting facilities in the County.

Many other sporting facilities have and are being provided throughout the County on a joint venture basis with the private / community and club sector

From enquiries made with Fingal County Council and with Dublin City Council it is understood that a number of Local Sports Officers have been employed to promote soccer in disadvantaged areas. These positions are funded partly through the FAI and the Council in the case of Fingal and by the FAI, Young Persons Facilities and Services Fund and the Council in the City.

In South Dublin County the Council employs a Sports Officer and two local Youth Sports Officers are also employed by the County Dublin Vocational Education Committee (VEC) who are assigned to the Tallaght and Clondalkin Drugs Task Force areas respectively. The Council’s Sports Officer liaises closely with the VEC and the two local Youth Sports Officers.
In recent years the Sports Officer in conjunction with the FAI has run an after schools scheme in local schools in West Tallaght to encourage local children to participate in sport. This scheme will be continued.

The Council will examine the possibility of seeking funding for the employment of additional local Sports Officers as envisaged in the question. 

Members will be kept informed of developments.

(C/0072/06)
CHRISTMAS TREE RECYLCING

QUESTION: Councillor J. Daly
To ask the Manager to report to the Council on the success of his efforts to ensure the recycling of Christmas trees? 
REPLY:

In 2005/06 the Council provided 22 locations strategically spread throughout the County where Christmas trees could be deposited for collection, shredding and composting. 

In general, as in previous years this service works well. However, a number of locations where trees can be deposited requires examination because of the deliberate vandalism to sites by the burning of the trees.  The Council is sensitive to the representations of residents adjacent to sites where vandalism occurs and if the consensus is that a particular site should be discontinued as a location it will be omitted from the list for next year.

The question of retaining or discontinuing with sites in 2007 will be considered when the locations list is being compiled in November 2006 and the Members will be informed.

(C/0073/06)
TALLAGHT STADIUM
QUESTION: Councillor J. Daly
To ask the Manager to report to the Council on the updated position regarding the development of a municipal stadium involving Shamrock Rovers at Tallaght?

REPLY:

The Manager has prepared a report, listed at Headed Item 10 of this Agenda,  outlining the current position on the completion of the stadium at Tallaght together with the response from the Department of Arts Sport and Tourism in relation to contributing to the funding of the works. This report has been circulated to the Councillors. 

(C/0074/06)
ANTI-SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR STRATEGY
QUESTION:Councillor J. Daly 
To ask the Manager to report to the Council on actions being taken to ensure the success of his strategy to deal with anti-social behaviour problems throughout the County?

REPLY:
Following on from the adoption by the Council of the Housing Departments Anti-Social Policy, an implementation procedure / Operational Plan was put in place to allow for the formation of best-practice guidelines for the operation of the Policy. 

 The Operational Plan is based on the four principles of the Policy, i.e. Prevention, Enforcement, Support and Rehabilitation. Various actions have been put in place to address the various aspects of the Departments programme for dealing with anti-social behaviour. 
 PREVENTION: 

·  All ASB cases that have reached a Warning stage, and where there are children involved, are referred to the Housing Welfare Officer. 

· 5 Area based teams in place, consisting of Investigating Officer, Estate Officer and Housing Inspector. Meetings take place fortnightly. 

· Regular meetings held with Maintenance Section in relation to vacant houses. 

· Quarterly Tenant News letters published. 

· New Inter-Agency clinic established in the Rathfarnham/Whitechurch area. 

· 50 pre-tenancy courses have been delivered for 2005. 

· Completion of Anti-Racism Campaign in Fettercairn. 

· Work Programmes – Railings Programme, ASB sites, RAPID. 

  

ENFORCEMENT: 
· Introduction of new ASB data base 

· 5 NTQ’s served in 2005.  Awaiting court dates on two of these cases. 

· Area based teams in place to review all ASB cases. 

· Regular meetings between Community Gardai and Investigating Officers in relation to ASB cases. 

· Quarterly meetings take place between Senior Gardai and Housing Management to discuss issues of policy and 

· Fortnightly meetings between ASB officers to discuss priority cases. 

· Quarterly reports on ASB are being prepared to be presented to each of the Area Committee Meetings. 

· Introduction of CCTV 

  

SUPPORT: 
· Every complaint received is dealt with promptly, efficiently and in strict confidence. 

· With the introduction of the new data base, complaints are acknowledged in all cases. 

· Investigating Officers inform both parties of any appropriate services available when investigating a complaint. 

· Early intervention programme for Housing Welfare Officers and other appropriate agencies for all cases. 

 

REHABILITATION: 
· Estate Enhancement Programme in conjunction with Probation and Welfare services. 

· Involvement with programmes involving Youth at Risk and Juvenile Liaison Officer. 

· Family Intervention Project in conjunction with GRAFT. 

· Training Programmes 

· Junior Estate Management Committees 

· Youth Initiatives 

In addition the Members are in the process of identifying vulnerable spaces which can be secured and a security lighting programme is being developed.

(C/0075/06)
COMMUNITY EMPLOYMENT INITIATIVES 
QUESTION:Councillor J. Daly   
To ask the Manager to report to the Council on his efforts to ensure the continuation of community employment initiatives throughout the County?
REPLY:

The Council is currently the sponsor of eight Community Employment Schemes in the County. 

There are six Council sponsored Schemes in the Tallaght, Terenure/Rathfarnham areas and two in the Lucan/Clondalkin areas. The Council also sponsors a FAS Jobs Initiative Scheme in Tallaght.  Currently  there are 137 participants in training on the Schemes.

A further 21 Trainees are currently engaged on a FAS / Council joint venture sports training programme. This is an annual programme now in its 12th year and participants have been very successful in accessing employment in the sports and leisure industries.

The Council’s Community Services Department is represented at local level on Community Employment Framework Committees in Tallaght and Clondalkin. These Committees meet with FAS on a regular basis to advise on the implementation and management of Community Employment Schemes throughout the County.  Participation on these Committee enables the Council to present its views on the ongoing provision and maintenance of Community Employment in the County to FAS and other groups represented on the Committees.    

(C/0076/06)
BONFIRES
QUESTION:Councillor J. Daly   
To ask the Manager to report to the Council on proposals he is formulating to deal with the menace of bonfires at Halloween and will he state if he is giving any consideration to proposals to organise authorised bonfires in various communities?
REPLY:
In September 2005, a working group was established by the Environmental Services Department, comprising representatives from relevant Council Departments (Community, Parks, Environment and Housing) to consider the problems created by bonfires and how the Council might address same. This group is liaising with both the Fire Brigade and the Gardai. The group is examining the issue of bonfires and how to reduce the negative impact they have on communities. This includes the consideration of organised events at Halloween.

A progress report on the issues being considered will be made to the Sport, Recreation, Community & Parks Strategic Policy Committee, and to the Environment Strategic Policy Committee.

In relation to issues encountered during 2005, the following points are of interest:

(i)
The current scheduling of the Junk Collection Programme is that it takes place from September to November each year.  Concern has been expressed that this may lead to material placed for junk collection being used in bonfires.  The collection takes three months to complete and in 2005 before Halloween, certain junk collections had taken place in Lucan, Clondalkin and most of Tallaght.  At its meetings on 9th November 2005 and 1st February 2006, the Environment Strategic Policy Committee reviewed all aspects of the junk collection service, including the timing.  The Strategic Policy Committee supported the proposal by Environmental Services Department to reschedule the Junk Collection Programme to take place earlier in the year with effect from 2006.

(ii)
The collecting of bonfire material by Parks staff commences from the beginning of October and continues up until Halloween.  After Halloween the operation usually changes to the collection of burned material.

It is estimated that in excess of 1,600 tons of material was collected over the months of October and November 2005.  However in recent years bonfires are regularly lit after Halloween in certain parts of the County. 
The total number of bonfires in 2005 is estimated at 450, which is approximately 10% less in number than 2004.

The cost of the operation by Parks Department is estimated to be approximately €120,000.  The major component of this cost (approximately €66,000) comprises the hire of skips for the disposal of the collected material. Labour costs for staff were of the order of €20,000 and the balance was spent on machinery used for the collection, loading and transport of the material to skips.

(iii)
It is reported that in 2005 there was a big reduction in old tyres available for bonfires and also a marked reduction in timber pallets etc, which are now being recycled.  This meant that there was less air pollution and that the bonfires burnt out very quickly.  The Environmental Services Department had contacted tyre companies in early October 2005 to ensure that they did not encourage or facilitate irresponsible use of tyres.

Other factors that helped to reduce the number of bonfires were the bad weather and the fact that the schools mid-term break was after Halloween instead of before Halloween which helped to reduce the time available to collect bonfire material.

(iv)
A media / poster campaign carried out by the Council highlighting the anti-social aspects of some of the activities associated with bonfires may also have contributed to the reduction in the number of bonfires and further awareness measures will be co-ordinated in 2006.

(C/0077/06)
WASTEMENT MANAGEMENT INITIATIVES FOR 2006
QUESTION:Councillor J. Daly   
To ask the Manager to report to the Council on initiatives planned during 2006 in respect of waste management?
REPLY:
The Council’s policy and proposals for Waste Management are enshrined in the Waste Management Plan for the Dublin Region, 2005 – 2010.  These include infrastructure (provision of bring banks etc.), waste collection services, enforcement and regulation and underpinning all of these – environmental awareness.

The Council will continue to provide Waste Management Services in 2006 which includes a dry recyclables collection (green bin) and a residual waste collection (grey bin).  The comprehensive range of other recycling services will be expanded where possible through increases in the bring bank network and the Civic Amenity and Recycling Centre at Ballymount will continue to accept a wide range of material.  The green waste facility at Esker Lane, Lucan remains open to all the domestic sector, to facilitate the diversion of green waste from landfill.

The Council continues to act on a Regional basis to advance the necessary infrastructure to facilitate a brown bin service, for organic waste.  Pending the introduction of this service, home composters may be purchased from the Council or may be obtained free of charge for those who are entitled to a waiver of Environmental Waste Charge.

The Environmental Awareness Programme in 2006 will include a new schools competition sponsored by South Dublin County Council (inviting applications from primary and post primary schools) and the Environmental Awareness team will continue their visits to schools.  A County wide Green Week is planned for 3rd – 8th April 2006, with activities for all.

(C/0078/06)
BYE-LAWS RE DRINKING IN PUBLIC PLACES
QUESTION:Councillor J. Daly   
To ask the Manager to report to the Council on the effectiveness of Council bye-laws covering drinking in public places?

REPLY:

The South Dublin County Council (Prohibition of Consumption of Intoxicating Liquor in Public Places) Bye Laws came into force on 9th August 2001.

Amongst the enforcement measures available in the Bye Laws is the serving of a Fixed Payment Notice (On the Spot Fine),requiring the payment of €63.49. 

Fixed Payment Notices are issued by the Council on receipt of notification from An Garda Síochána of a contravention of the Bye Laws. Since the Bye Laws came into force a total of 2030 such contraventions have been notified to the Council by the Gardai.

Where payment is not forthcoming within 21 days the Council takes proceedings in the District Court.

In 2005, a total of 392 offences were notified by the Gardai and Fixed Payment Notices were issued resulting in an income of €17,061.00.

In addition during the year 86 Cases were determined in the Courts in respect of non payment of Fixed Payment notices.

The Council will continue to implement the Bye Laws as intensively as possible in co – operation with the Gardai.

(C/0079/06)
ADDITIONAL FUNDING FOR HOUSING PROGRAMME
QUESTION:Councillor J. Daly   

 To ask the Manager to report to the Council on efforts he is making to access additional funding from the Department of the Environment for the Council’s Housing Programme? 
REPLY  

The Council’s current Housing Construction Programme was adopted for the period 2004 – 2008.  

The programme involves the construction of 1,927 units in the life of the programme.  

To date this Council has drawn down €134,028,529 in the current programme and has to date constructed and allocated 221 units in 2004, 271 units in 2005, 8 units in 2006 and currently has 1,073 units on site, to which the Department has committed the necessary capital expenditure. 

It is anticipated that the targets set out in the Multi Annual Construction programme 2004- 2008 will be achieved and that this Council in achieving its targets will maximise the use of capital monies available from the Department. 

(C/0080/06)
MAINTENANCE CHARGES
QUESTION:Councillor R. Dowds   
To ask the Manager to outline County Council policy with regard to maintenance charges on people purchasing affordable homes in apartment blocks? 

REPLY:
The payment of a management fee to a management company by purchasers of affordable units has in the majority of cases only been applicable where they have purchased an apartment.  This fee generally covers the cost of maintenance of the common areas, service charges and block insurance.  In such developments the planning permissions granted include a condition as follows, "That the developer must also submit a Management Plan and agreement for the long term maintenance of the private/communal open spaces."  Where such a condition is attached to a permission the developer usually sets up a management company and a management fee for all properties within the development including any affordable units. 

When all dwellings in a development are sold the Management Company then comprises the owners of those properties.  That Management Company engages a Managing Agent and the Company determine the management fee which will cover the management agent expenses.  Therefore the management fee is determined by the owners of the dwellings themselves and the Council has no input.

(C/0081/06)
SOCIAL HOUSING UNITS

QUESTION:Councillor R. Dowds   
  To ask the Manager to list, electoral ward by electoral ward, the number of social housing units specifically provided for senior citizens? 

REPLY
Currently the only existing specificially designated older persons dwellings are as follows:- 

Liscarne Court - 55 - Clondalkin

Liscarne Dale - 10 -  Clondalkin 

Liscarne Close - 8 - Clondalkin

Neilstown Village Court - 10 - Clondalkin 

Jobstown Village Square - 10 -  Tallaght South.    

There are also a number of existing clusters of one bed units which are not as yet specifically designated older persons dwellings, however, there is a commitment to designate more units as older persons dwellings in tandem with the reduction in age for priority for older person upon the introduction of the new Scheme of Letting Priorities.

(C/0082/06) 
PEDESTRIAN RIGHTS OF WAY
QUESTION:Councillor R. Dowds   
 To ask the Manager for an update as to how he is extending the number of pedestrian rights of way within South County Dublin? 

REPLY:
There is within the  County Development Plan 2004 -2010 both policy and objective statements regarding pedestrian links, cycle ways and rights of way.  These references are set out hereunder: 
4.5.12 Policy SCR 25: Pedestrian Links and Public Rights-of-Way

4.5.12.i                                                                                                             It is the policy of the Council to (a) preserve and enhance existing pedestrian links and public rights-of-way which contribute to general amenity and are not a source of antisocial behaviour; and (b) create new pedestrian links and public rights-of-way linking amenities and facilities, particularly in new residential development areas.

9.5.9 Policy LHA 23: Public Rights of-Way

9.5.9.i                                                                                                                                          It is the policy of the Council to preserve and/or extend and enhance existing public rights-of way and to create new rights-of-way in the interest of amenity as opportunities or needs arise.

9.5.10 Policy LHA 24: Trails, Hiking and Walking Routes

9.5.10.i                                                                                                                                       It is the policy of the Council to promote the development of regional and local networks of hiking and walking routes and way-marked trails.

13.5.4 Established Public Rights Of Way

13.5.4.i                                                                                                             It is an objective of the Council to secure retention of established public rights of way. Among the most important of these are the Grand Canal Way (Waymarked Walk), a short section of the Wicklow Way (Waymarked Walk), and public rights of way in the Dublin Mountains.

13.5.5 Proposed Public Rights Of Way

13.5.5.i                                                                                                                                   It is an objective of the Council to create additional public rights of way as and when appropriate. In particular the following public rights of way are proposed;

1 Access to the River Liffey including from Mill Lane Palmerstown and Main Street and Chapel Hill, Lucan to the Liffey Weir/ river bank

2 To secure a long distance walking route (Dublin Way) from Kiltalawn, Tallaght into the mountains to link with the Wicklow Way.

3 To investigate the feasibility of providing public paths along the banks of the River Liffey and the River Dodder.

Policy – Cycling and Walking

 “It is the policy of the Council to promote and facilitate the development of cycling and walking facilities in the County and to ensure that all development facilitate access by foot and bicycle to public transport facilities and local services”

In compliance with the above and Policy 7.8 of the County Development Plan 2004 -2010:

an inter-departmental group from Roads and Transport, Architects, Parks, Planning and Economic Development Departments has been set up to examine a network of strategic cycle tracks and pedestrian routes throughout South Dublin County.

This group recommends a number of primary spine green routes throughout the County consisting of 3 orbital routes and 3 radial routes supplemented by secondary routes, which will create a web of linkages to places of employment, schools and leisure activities. The spine routes are primarily green pedestrian and cycle routes.

As advised to the Members at the Annual Budget Meeting it is proposed, following  agreement by the Members to the primary spine routes, to identify in both the north and south of the county a location for a pilot project in each to demonstrate how best to develop the routes. A proposal for the funding of the pilot projects is being examined and will be presented to the Members for consideration when complete.
(C/0083/06)
 SECOND GREEN BIN
QUESTION:Councillor D. Keating   
To ask the Manager to report on the number of householders who qualified for a second green bin in 2005 on an area by area basis?
REPLY:
A total of 115 households were approved for second green bins in 2005.  The breakdown is as follows:

Area




No. of Bins Issued

Lucan/Palmerstown



20

Clondalkin/Rathcoole



20

Tallaght/Walkinstown



42

Rathfarnham




9

Templeogue/Terenure



24

(C/0084/06)
JUNK COLLECTION SERVICE
QUESTION:Councillor D. Keating   
To ask the Manager to report on what additional funding will be made available for the valuable Junk Collection Service for 2006? 
REPLY:

A sum of €417,800 is included in the 2006 Budget for the Junk Collection service.  The revised Budget for 2005 was €397,000.

A report on policy matters relating to the Junk Collection service was presented to the Environment Strategic Policy Committee in November 2005, and a revised report was discussed at the SPC meeting of 1st February 2006.

The Council is one of very few local authorities which provides a Junk Collection service to housing estates, generally on a rota of once every five years.

In line with the general principle of producer responsibility, householders are also encouraged to minimise such waste or to bring waste directly for disposal  to the Council’s Civic Amenity and Recycling Centre at Ballymount.

(C/0085/06) 
FIRE-FIGHTING SERVICES IN THE COUNTY
QUESTION:Councillor D. Keating   

 To ask the Manager to report on what progress is planned to ensure that all developing areas in the County are provided with such essential facilities as Fire-Fighting services? 
REPLY:

Dublin City Council by agreement provides Fire Brigade Services for its own administrative area and the administrative areas of South Dublin County Council, Fingal County Council and Dun Laoghaire/Rathdown County Council. The fire station at Belgard Road is a full time station served by a crew of fifteen fulltime fire-fighters at all times. It has two fire tenders, an ambulance and all modern fire fighting and emergency equipment. Where necessary, backup is provided to attend to fires from the stations of Dolphins Barn and Rathfarnham in the first instance and thereafter by all other stations as the need arises.

In the course of his presentation to the Council last year on the state of the Fire Service in the South Dublin area, the Chief Fire Officer assured the members of the adequacy of the Fire Service and he stated that the situation is kept under constant review.  This service is also considered as part of the forward planning of the area as evidenced by the fact that a site has been identified for a Fire Station in the master plan for the Adamstown Development.

(C/0086/06) 
INCREASE IN BUS NUMBERS
QUESTION:Councillor D. Keating   
To ask the Manager to report on the Council's plans to intensify our efforts to ensure that more buses are provided in the County particularly given the increased traffic log-jam on our roads and given the increased number of bus lanes provided without additional buses for these bus lanes? 

REPLY:
Discussions between the Council Executive, the Public Transport agencies, the DTO and the Department of Transport are ongoing with a view to securing adequate service levels on bus routes in the South Dublin County Council area, particularly in respect of new or recently completed QBC schemes. In this regard, Transport 21 provides for an initial allocation of 20 additional buses to the Dublin Bus fleet, to be made available as new bus deliveries take place from December to February, and Dublin Bus has indicated its intention of allocating nine of these buses to the South Clondalkin QBC, probably in February. 

In addition, Dublin Bus is presently in the final stages of a major route and service level review of its entire operation in the Greater Dublin Area and has indicated that it will be making a submission to the Department of Transport shortly for further additional buses for delivery in 2006. Its intention is that some of these buses will be allocated to the Orbital QBC and for further development of South Clondalkin QBC.

(C/0087/06)  
LITTER PREVENTION IN 2006
QUESTION:Councillor D. Keating   

To ask the Manager to report on his plans to provide additional litter prevention assistance for the County for 2006. The provision of additional litter collectors in our Parks and Environmental Services Department would be of great assistance as well as additional Handcart operators? 
REPLY:

The Cleansing Service provided by the Council in South Dublin County includes a regular roadsweeping service provided by a contractor on the Council’s behalf and  a daily sweeping and litter-cleaning service by  hand-cart operatives in South Dublin’s towns and villages. The litter bins in the towns and villages are regularly serviced by staff from the Cleansing section. The Roadsweeping contract has been subject to review as part of the procurement process for a new contract, and will result in an improved service with additional litter picking and gully cleansing built into the contract from 2006 onwards.

Also, construction is underway (by Parks Dept) on a storage unit to accommodate the Council’s new street sweeping “ Green Machine” ,and this unit should be completed by March 2006. This will then allow for the introduction of this improved mechanised sweeping service in Lucan Village. The sweeping machine will be deployed on alternate weeks in Lucan Village, and Palmerstown.

In addition to the services provided by the Council, there is also a responsibility on the owners of private premises to keep the area in front of their property clean and litter-free.  The Council’s Litter Wardens will ensure that any areas which require attention by owners of premises are dealt with appropriately.

The Council’s Awareness Programme with schools and communities is aimed at encouraging the prevention of litter, and reinforcing the responsibility of the public to not allow the creation of litter in the first instance.

(C/0088/06) 
PLANNING APPLICATIONS
QUESTION:Councillor D. Keating   
To ask the Manager to report on the amount of Planning Applications submitted Christmas week 2005 and to compare this figure with the volume of Planning Applications submitted during each of the three previous weeks. Would the Manager also report on the number of Planning Applications decided on in South Dublin County Council during Christmas week?

REPLY:
A total of 90 planning applications were received in the period 19-Dec-2005 to 23-Dec-2005.  


46 applications were received during week-ending 16-Dec-2005, 37 applications were received during week-ending 09-Dec-2005 and 33 applications were received during week-ending 02-Dec-2005


A total of 47 applications were decided on during the period 19-Dec-2005 to 23-Dec-2005.

(C/0089/06) 
GREEN BIN RECYCLING FOR APARTMENT COMPLEXES
QUESTION:Councillor C. King   
To ask the Manager, what efforts have been made to introduce green bin recycling services to the ever growing number of estates within S.D.C.C.'s administrative area where there are large numbers of apartments that have no such service provided? 
REPLY:

In addition to the distribution of green bins to all households in the County, the Council in partnership with the contractor providing the Green Bin Service, has provided green bins at 47 apartment complexes in the County, serving a total of 1,347 units.  The Council plans to distribute green bins to apartment developments where the Council provides the waste service and the distribution programme is ongoing by the Council’s contractor.  Where the waste service is provided to the complex by a private contractor, it is their responsibility to provide residents with the segregated service of a bin for recyclable material.  In some cases, problems have been encountered in relation to identification of management companies for the complexes and then in turn, contacting the management company representative for refuse services.  The Council and the contractor are continuing the programmed distribution of the green bins.

Occasionally, when green bins are installed in apartment complexes difficulties arise, such as the non-presentation of the bins on the scheduled collection date and the level of contamination in the bins.  This may result from the fact that the large containers are used by a number of occupants and with less supervision than would apply in the case of individual household bins.  The latter difficulty is being overcome by replacing the standard open lid bins with locked lids and slots.

(C/0090/06) 
LABOUR COURT RULINGS
QUESTION:Councillor C. King   
To ask the Manager, what is the Council's policy in relation to dealing with companies who ignore binding labour court rulings? 
REPLY:  

County Councils have no authority to enforce binding agreements ruled by Labour Court  unless failure to honour such agreements  by either party causes in itself a breach of the standard contract signed by the council and the contractor. In this it is important to note that trade unions are not a party to the contract. 
(C/0091/06) 
MAJOR EMERGENCY PLAN
QUESTION:Councillor C. King   
To ask the Manager, is there a committee/grouping (emergency services and other agencies) within the County that has produced an emergency plan for the area in terms of an extraordinary event taking place such as a large chemical fire etc, if so, how often does this grouping meet and when was this plan last reviewed? 
REPLY:

As statutorily required, there is regional co-ordination of Major Emergency Planning (with Dublin City Council, Fingal County Council and Dun Laoghaire Rathdown County Council).

The Council is also represented on the Major Emergency Planning Advisory Group for the Dublin Region.  This Group meets regularly to consider inter alia any new developments on emergency planning within the region.

In November 2004, the DOEHLG circulated to local authorities a proposed revised Framework for Major Emergency Management in Ireland. This document was circulated to all concerned agencies requesting submissions and comments on the contents.  Dublin City Council provide the main fire service and emergency response on behalf of South Dublin County Council and they made submissions and comments on the Framework.

Pending the outcome of consideration by the Department of Environment, Heritage and Local Government on the new Framework, the Council is currently updating the contact details in the SDCC Major Emergency Plan.  This exercise is being progressed by an interdepartmental working group which will also monitor progress on the introduction of the new Framework.

(C/0092/06) 
ILLEGAL DUMPING
QUESTION:Councillor J. Lahart   
To ask the Manager to comment on the level of illegal dumping taking place in the county and to comment on the amount of tonnage that he estimates is being dumped on a weekly basis; what measures are being taken to deal with this; how many prosecutions have taken place and how many are pending; how much has been imposed by way of fines by courts; whether any criminal proceedings have been initiated; and how the manager proposes to deal with the issue from a policy point of view into the future?
REPLY:

The Cleansing Section of the Environmental Services Department picked up 1,234 tonnes of fly-tipped material in 2005 from litter black spots etc.  In addition, the Parks Department estimate that they picked up a significant amount from open spaces, some of which occurred in relation to Halloween (see question 9 reply).

Unfortunately the level of illegal dumping in the County area has remained stubbornly high over recent years despite the Council’s strenuous efforts to combat it through erection of signage, monitoring, surveillance (both manual and electronic), the issue of on-the-spot fines and legal prosecutions.

The number of successful court cases were as follows:

In 2003 there were 115 successful court cases

In 2004 there were 85 successful court cases

In 2005 there were 53 court cases out of a total of 58 referrals

The total amount of fines awarded to the Council by the courts in 2005 was €25,130 and the total including legal costs and clean up costs amounted to €37,500.

The fines imposed by the courts between 2003 and 2005 ranged from €25 to €2,000.  The amounts of legal costs imposed by the courts between 2003 and 2005 ranged from €50 to €600.  The number of court cases which are pending so far in 2006 is 28.

It is the Council’s policy to prosecute those who are identified as responsible for dumping, or any litter pollution offence.

The Council’s Environmental Awareness Programme will continue to promote responsible behaviour in relation to waste management and to encourage the support of residents and communities to combat the anti-social behaviour of illegal dumping.

(C/0093/06) 
DEVELOPMENT CONTRIBUTIONS
QUESTION:Councillor F. McCarthy   
To ask the Manager to put in place the appropriate accounting structure to ensure that all Development levies that are receipted in the Council’s Planning Department on a Countywide basis are also recorded in such a way as to enable a breakdown, electoral area by electoral area, to be provided to councillors?
REPLY:

Development Contributions are imposed in respect of 4 classes of infrastructure (i.e. Roads, Water & Drainage, Community an Parks) on foot of a statutory Scheme adopted by the Council at it’s meeting on 8th December 2003 and are imposed on all appropriate planning decisions on a countywide basis.

Proposals for expenditure of these levies are considered on a countywide basis having regard to priorities identified by the Council for funding, taking cognisance of the various stages of development of infrastructural projects at the particular time.

It is inappropriate to consider their expenditure in the context of individual electoral or other areas only. Receipts of contributions are not coded on an electoral or district basis. Such coding would not serve any functional or statutory purpose.

Records are not kept on a basis which enables the provision of the information requested without diverting staff resources in the Contributions Section on a detailed analysis of each payment made .

Such work is not scheduled at present.

The following are the amounts collected in respect of The Development Contribution Scheme: 
	Year
	Roads
	Water & Drainage


	Parks & Open Space
	Community Facilities
	Total

	
	€
	€
	€
	€
	€

	2004
	1,082,711
	   551,812
	   235,327
	   297,061
	  2,166,911

	2005
	7,343,476
	3,857,204
	1,665,607
	1,807,636
	14,673,923


(C/0094/06) 
AMOUNT OF DEVELOPMENT LEVIES COLLECTED
QUESTION:Councillor F. McCarthy   
To ask the Manager to provide a detailed breakdown of the amount of development levies collected in each electoral area since the adoption of the scheme? 
REPLY:

Development Contributions are imposed in respect of 4 classes of infrastructure (i.e. Roads, Water & Drainage, Community an Parks) on foot of a statutory Scheme adopted by the Council at it’s meeting on 8th December 2003 and are imposed on all appropriate planning decisions on a countywide basis.

Proposals for expenditure of these levies are considered on a countywide basis having regard to priorities identified by the Council for funding, taking cognisance of the various stages of development of infrastructural projects at the particular time.

It is inappropriate to consider their expenditure in the context of individual electoral or other areas only. Receipts of contributions are not coded on an electoral or district basis. Such coding would not serve any functional or statutory purpose.

Records are not kept on a basis which enables the provision of the information requested without diverting staff resources in the Contributions Section on a detailed analysis of each payment made in the last 2 years.

Such work is not scheduled at present.

The following are the amounts collected in respect of The Development Contribution Scheme:

	Year
	Roads
	Water & Drainage


	Parks & Open Space
	Community Facilities
	Total

	
	€
	€
	€
	€
	€

	2004
	1,082,711
	   551,812
	   235,327
	   297,061
	  2,166,911

	2005
	7,343,476
	3,857,204
	1,665,607
	1,807,636
	14,673,923


(C/0095/06) 
MONEY SPENT ON CAPITAL PROJECTS
QUESTION:Councillor F. McCarthy   
To ask the Manager to indicate, electoral area by electoral area, the sums of money spent by the Council on capital projects providing community and sporting facilities throughout the county in the past two years? 

REPLY:

The following is a list of capital projects approved for funding by the Council primarily under the Community Grants Scheme in the past two years by electoral area:-

Tallaght 

Fettercairn Community Centre 

€50,000

Family Education Services Jobstown

€5,000

Brookfield Community Centre

€10,000

New Brookfield Community Centre

€120,000

Brookfield Community Centre

€10,000

Firhouse Carmel Football Club

€10,000

Brittas & District Community Association
€32,000

Kilnamanagh Family Recreation Centre
€40,000

Commercials GAA Club


€20,000

Lucan/ Clondalkin

Ballyowen Castle Community Centre         €123,500 

Rowlagh Village Centre


€6,000

Esker Celtic Football Club


€40,000

Peamount United Football Club

€40,000

Lucan Sports & Leisure Centre

€8,000

Neilstown Parish Community Centre

€10,000

Rowlagh Village Centre


€10,000

Knockmitten Youth & Community Centre €216,000

Lucan United Football Club


€40,000

St. Patrick’s GAA Club


€40,000

Rowlagh Parish Local Neighbourhood Ctr
 €10,000

Terenure/ Rathfarnham

14th Ballyroan Scouting Ireland

€4,000

Ballyroan Community Centre


€8,000

Templeogue House Project                          €110,000

In addition to the above the Council has accessed funding over the same period for numerous projects under the RAPID,  IAP Infrastructure Fund, Sports Capital Programmes and under the Young Persons Facilities and Services Fund. These monies have assisted in the provision of capital projects for community and sporting facilities in the County.

Under the Council’s Community Capital Programme Swimming Pools, Community Centres, Dressing rooms, Playgrounds, All-weather facilities and many other community and sporting facilities have and are being provided throughout the County either directly by the Council and / or  on a joint venture basis with the private / community / club sector.

(C/0096/06) 
IMPACT OF REMOVAL OF TOLL FROM WESTLINK BRIDGE
QUESTION:Councillor F. McCarthy   
To ask the Manager to report upon what impact the removal of the toll from the Westlink Bridge and the imposition of a toll at other points along the M50 is likely to have upon the traffic using other roads within the county? 

REPLY:
It is not possible to give an indication of the impact of removing the toll on the Westlink and the imposition of a toll at other points along the M50 on other roads in the county or on the operation of the M50 itself in the absence of any knowledge of the location and number of additional toll points, the nature of the alternative tolling to be introduced, the timeframe within which it might be introduced, and the operating parameters that may apply. Completion of the M50 Upgrade works, including ancillary work on the intersections with national radial routes could be expected to have a significant impact on traffic patterns also, and would need  to be considered in any assessment in addition to alterations in the tolling system.

(C/0097/06) 
COUNTY LEISURE STRATEGY
QUESTION:Councillor F. McCarthy   
To ask the Manager to report upon what progress has been made in reviewing the County Water Leisure strategy and to indicate when the revised strategy will be made available? 

REPLY:

At the meeting of the Strategic Policy Committee on Sport, Recreation, Community and Parks held on the 16th November 2005 it was agreed to recommend to the Council that the Water Leisure Strategy be reviewed. This recommendation was approved by the Council at its December meeting.

This review is being  carried out in - house and the main approach being adopted  is to assess progress to date on the implementation of the key recommendations for the provision of swimming pools as contained in the original strategy and to consider ways to advance / re-assess remaining key recommendations. Account will also be taken of the review at central government level of the swimming pool programme.

Work is ongoing on this review project and it is anticipated that the review will be completed in the early part of this year and members will be kept updated on progress. Members of the Strategic Policy Committee on Sport, Recreation, Community and Parks will also be kept updated. 

(C/0098/06) 
AUTOMATIC EXTERNAL DEFIBRILLATORS
QUESTION:Councillor F. McCarthy   
To ask the Manager to consider the provision of Automatic External Defibrillators in all Council buildings as an initial step towards making them available in all Parks Department vehicles. Such an initiative has the potential to save lives? 

REPLY:
A number of defibrillators have been purchased by the Council for use in different areas of activity, both indoors and out. 

Some initial difficulties were experienced in getting staff to volunteer for the relevant training in their use.  At this stage, however, some 26 staff have put their names forward and the first 10 of these volunteers will be trained by the Irish Heart Foundation at the end of February 2006.  It is expected that the remaining volunteers will receive their training in March.  Additional defibrillators will be purchased as required. 

(C/0099/06) 
CONSTRUCTION OF DISTRIBUTOR ROADS
QUESTION:Councillor F. McCarthy   
To ask the Manager to report upon the policy of the Council in relation to the construction of distributor roads through parks and to detail all instances where such an action has been taken in the past or is planned in the near future?  

REPLY:
The Council policy in relation to the construction of distributor roads is governed by the Development plan which is approved by the members. In some cases road reservations are  temporary included in adjoining parklands in order that site security is maintained. The actual location of the road will eventually be determined in accordance with such policy,the Public Consultation procedure under the planning acts and/or resolution of the members or in accordance with government policy and the necessary design criteria.   

(C/0100/06) 
ESTATES/PROPERTIES TAKEN IN CHARGE
QUESTION:Councillor T. McDermott   
To ask the Manager for the details of the estates / properties in the county that were taken in charge in 2005, the estates / properties that are planned to be taken in charge in 2006. Also could he detail the taking in charge projects currently underway including information on the length of time that negotiations have been in progress and the issues outstanding. Also could he comment on the overall experience of the taking in charge process from the Council's viewpoint? 
REPLY:

1.
The following estates were taken in charge during 2005

Estate Name


Location

Developer

Ard Mor Estate

Fortunestown

Durkan New Homes Ltd.

Castlegrange


Clondalkin

Durkan New Homes Ltd.

Corbally (Phase 1)

Tallaght

Ballymore Homes Ltd.

Corbally (Phase 2)

Tallaght

Ballymore Homes Ltd.

Corbally Heath

Tallaght

Altara Developments Ltd.

Fairgreen


Saggart

HSS Ltd.

Glenaulin Green (Phase 1)
Palmerstown

Whitecourt Construction.

Glenaulin Green (Phase 2)
Palmerstown

Rudden Bros.

Mill Court, New Nangor 
Deansrath

Durkan New Homes Ltd.

Monastery Heath

Clondalkin

Kelland Homes Ltd.

Old Court, (Phase 1)

Old Court

Cunningham Bros. Ltd.

Old Court (Phase 2) Ballycragh Tallaght

Cunningham Group

Tynan Hall


Ballymount

Kelland Homes Ltd.

Whitechurch Stream

Rathfarnham

Alan Madigan

2.
The following Estates have been taken in charge to date in 2006

Fforster Estate


Willsbrook, Lucan
Tierra Ltd.

Prospect Downes

Rathfarnham

Albany Homes Ltd. 

Prospect Manor

Stocking Lane

Cavan Developments

3.
The following estates have been prioritised for taking in charge during the year 2006. (The parent planning permissions register reference is included for the Councillors information).

Reg. Ref.
Estate Name

Location

Developer

S95A/0408
Esker Meadow

Lucan


Dwyer-Nolan Ltd.

S97A/0559
Hayden’s Pk (Phase 1)
Lucan


Kingscroft Ltd. & Tower Hs.

S97A/0559
Johns Bridge Est.
Griffeen, Lucan  
Castlethorn/Gable Dev.

S95A/0481
Moy Glas (Phase 2)
Lucan

             Castlethorn/Courtland

S94A/0196 
 Ash Park

Esker Lane

Cavan Developments


S97A/0065
Carrighmore Estate
Aylesbury

Kranock Construction Ltd.

S01A/0348
Castlefield Avenue
Knocklyon

Brian Durkan & Co. Ltd. 

S95A/0353
Daletree (Phase 1 & 2)
Ballycullen

Maplewood Homes

S94A/0335
Ely Manor

Ballycullen

Maplewood Homes

S96A/0303
Ferncourt (Phase 1 & 2)Ballycullen

Maplewood Homes

89A/0024
Orlagh Grove (Phase 2)
Scholarstown

Menolly Properties Ltd. 

S94A/0037
Pairc Gleann Trasna
Aylesbury

Kranock Construction Ltd.

89A/0285
Upper Cross

Ballyowen Lane
Liam Wall Construction

Estates where drainage remains to be taken in charge






S94A/0303
Sundale (Phase 1)
Tallaght

Kelland Homes Ltd. 

S94A/0303
Sundale (Phase 2)
Tallaght

Kelland Homes Ltd. 

S95A/0267
Sundale (Phase 3)
Tallaght

Kelland Homes Ltd. 

S96A/0572
Sundale (Phase 4)
Tallaght

Kelland Homes Ltd. 

S97A/0794
Sundale (Phase 6)
Tallaght

Kelland Homes Ltd. 

In the majority of the above cases various taking in charge works remained outstanding which delayed the initiation of the taking in charge process such as works to hydrants, manholes, footpaths and kerbs, public lighting and drainage. 

It should be noted  that, generally speaking the Council provides services such as, public lighting, roads sweeping, bin collection and the maintenance of public spaces where the necessary development works have been completed, in advance of the formal taking-in-charge of estates 

It is the policy of this Council to ensure that all necessary taking in charge works are carried out by developers. To ensure the implementation of this policy the security, which is lodged by the developer, at the commencement of the development is held by the Council and is released only on certification that all necessary works have been carried out.

(C/0101/06) 
RECYCLABLE GREEN WASTE
QUESTION:Councillor E. Maloney   
To ask the Manager what proportion of recyclable waste collected by the Green Bin service is shipped abroad and how much does it cost SDCC to export this waste and will he make a statement on the matter?
REPLY:

Due to the lack of suitable indigenous markets, all the dry recyclable materials collected in the Green Bin Service are shipped abroad for processing.

As part of the Dublin local authorities “Dry Recyclable Contract”, the contractor is required to obtain the best price on the open market for all the waste streams (paper, cardboard, tetra pak, steel and aluminium cans) included in the green bins.  Most of the recyclable material is shipped to the UK but depending on price it may also go to Holland, China, Thailand, Indonesia or elsewhere.

The cost of transporting recyclable material is clearly a significant element of the overall contract.  However, it is necessary in order to ensure that material is recycled.

A National Market Development Group is charged with the task of exploring options to develop indigenous markets, in order to address this issue.

(C/0102/06) 
COST OF RECYCLING NEWSPAPER WASTE
QUESTION:Councillor E. Maloney   
To ask the Manager what progress has been made by SDCC in developing a strategy for the newspaper industry to contribute towards the cost of recycling newspaper waste which is now a large part of the waste placed in the Green Bin service and will he make a statement on the matter?
REPLY:

It is an objective of the Waste Management Plan for the Dublin Region 2005 – 2010 that the four Dublin local authorities will seek to improve levels of cost recovery for waste management services in keeping with the Polluter Pays Principle.  Furthermore, the Plan aims to drive forward implementation of Producer Responsibility, including the newspaper industry.

Unfortunately, local authorities have no power to compel the newspaper industry to contribute towards the cost of recycling their end product and accordingly it is a matter for Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government to adjudicate on this matter.  However, the Waste Steering Group for the Region will continue their efforts to have this matter addressed, in view of the cost implications for the green bin service.

(C/0103/06) 
GATED LANEWAYS IN ESTATES TAKEN IN CHARGE
QUESTION:Councillor M. Murphy   
To ask the Manager that in Council estates the Council can decide to put gates on laneways and give everyone a key, is that also possible in estates that the Council has taken in charge? 

REPLY:
The closing of laneways requires the Council to extinguish the public right of way over the laneway.

Laneway closures in Council Housing estates are carried out following the extinguishment of the public right of way and the method of closure is agreed between the Housing Department and the residents.  As the title to the land in the Council estates remains with the Council, the Council still retains an element of control over situations which may arise and this enables the use of lockable gates.

The extinguishment of a right of way in a private estate also requires an extinguishment order and the method of closure is approved by the Roads Department and carried out by the residents.  In these circumstances, title to the land remains with the Developer of the estate.  The Roads Department in such circumstances stipulate that the closure be of a permanent nature on the advice of the Law Agent.

Applications in the above have been recieved from the residents of Balrothery through Housing Maintenance Section and are currently being processed.

(C/0104/06) 
WASTE COLLECTED IN 2005
QUESTION:Councillor M. Murphy   
To ask the Manager to please provide the full set of figures for waste collected in the County during 2005 including Grey Bin, Green Bin, Ballymount Civic Amenity, Bring Banks etc.? 
REPLY:

The following is a breakdown of the Waste collection in tonnes, including recycling figures, in South Dublin County in 2005:

	1.
	Grey Bins
	61,082

	2.
	Green Bins
	12,643

	3.
	Bring Banks

Recoverable Resources (cans)

Rehab (Glass/Tins)

Oxigen (Glass/Plastics)

Textile Recycling (Textile)
	   54

2,273

1,420

   222

	4.
	Ballymount Civic Amenity

(of which was recycling)
	12,781

(3,876)

	5.
	Clondalkin Community Recycling Initiative (White Goods)
	147

	6.
	Green Centre, Lucan
	5,000

	7.
	Road Sweeping
	3,537

	8.
	Gully Cleaning 
	1,755

	9.
	Fly Tipping

(of which was recycled)
	1,234

(350)

	10.
	Junk Collection 

(of which was recycled)
	1,546

(450)

	11.
	Litter Bins
	271

	12.
	Major Cleanups (1 No)

(of which was recycled)
	5,597

(1,865)

	13.
	Batteries (Schools)
	1

	
	Total 
	109,563 tonnes

	
	Recycled (%)
	28,301 (25.83%)


(C/0105/06) 
NAME & SHAME POLICY
QUESTION:Councillor J. Neville  
To ask the Manager for a detailed update on  South Dublin County Council's stated policy of "name & shame", the frequency of such publications and the number of individuals named and shamed since this policy was adopted by South Dublin County Council?
REPLY:

The previously elected Council for the South Dublin area adopted a “Name & Shame” policy in relation to successful prosecutions under the Litter Pollution legislation.  Dublin City Council also operates such a policy.  It is expected that the views of this Council on the matter will be expressed if the following motion in the name of Cllr. John Hannon is moved at this meeting:
“That this Council adopt a ‘name and shame’ 

policy in regard to litter offences.”

(C/0106/06) 
MUNICIPAL STADIUM
QUESTION:Councillor J. Neville  
To ask the Manager for a detailed update on the proposed municipal stadium at Whitestown way with specific reference to any correspondence received from the Department of Sport and will the Manager make a statement on the issue?
REPLY: 

The Manager has prepared a report, listed at Headed Item 10 of this Agenda,  outlining the current position on the completion of the stadium at Tallaght together with the response from the Department of Arts Sport and Tourism in relation to contributing to the funding of the works. This report has been circulated to the Councillors. 

(C/0107/06) 
TRAFFIC CALMING PROJECTS
QUESTION:Councillor E. Tuffy   

To ask the Manager for a progress report on the Council's current programme of traffic calming projects and if he will consider proposals from Councillors for specific traffic calming measures where there is a demonstrated need on safety grounds, before the completion of the proposed review and evaluation of the current programme? 

REPLY:

The Lucan/Clondalkin Area Committee approved the installation of traffic calming measures in 4 Residential Cells and 4 Roads in both Clondalkin and Lucan Electoral Areas. 

The present position in relation to these schemes is as follows:

Clondalkin Residential Cells

St. Johns




Construction Complete

Woodford/Monksfield//Monastery Gate
Construction Complete

Cherrywood/Oldchurch


Construction Complete

Rowlagh




Scheme drawings will be




         

available shortly.



Roads:

Aylmer Road




Construction Complete 

Oatfield Avenue/Wheatfield Avenue

Construction Complete

St Ronans Avenue



Construction Complete

Palmerstown Woods                                      Construction to commence

                                                                       in March 06.                           



                                     






Lucan Residential Cells

Hillcrest



                   Construction Complete

Arthur Griffith/Canonbrook/Esker Drive/        Ramps installed on Esker

St. Finian’s Drive in August. Pedestrian crossing currently being installed. Construction scheduled to commence in March 06  

Palmerstown




Alternative options being 

                                                                        examined.

Lucan Heights




Design to be prepared












Roads:

Ballyowen Road



Construction Complete

Coppice/Dingle



Construction Complete

Ballyowen Lane



Under construction 

Esker Lane




Construction scheduled for  

                                                                         March 06

The current Traffic Calming Programme provides for the installation of Traffic Calming measures in 40 separate locations across the council’s administrative area. 22 of these schemes have been constructed to date and a further 4 schemes are due to commence shortly.  The Council will shortly be carrying out a review of the schemes constructed to date and a report on this matter together with future proposals will be brought to the elected members in mid-2006.

(C/0108/06) 
UNEMPLOYMENT TRENDS IN THE COUNTY
QUESTION:Councillor E. Tuffy   
To ask the Manager if the County Statistics Office can provide information on the most recent trends in unemployment in the different parts of the County? 

REPLY:
The County Statistics Office has assembled information in relation to recent trends in unemployment from Census 2002, Central Statistics Office & the live register figures from the South Dublin County Social Welfare Offices and the Department of Social & Family Affairs.  Information is also extracted from the documents ‘An Economic Audit of South Dublin County’ (Mulvanney & Donnelly 2004); Deprivation Indices – South Dublin County (Haase 2004); ‘A Socio-economic Profile of South Dublin County 2005’ (South Dublin County Statistics Office 2005); and ‘South Dublin County Poverty Profile’ (South Dublin County Statistics Office 2004). 

In 2002 South Dublin County had a population of 238,835, an increase of 9.7 % since 1996 and accounting for 6% of the total population of Ireland.  The largest increase in population in the State occurred in Lucan-Esker where the population almost trebled in six years.  

In 2002 the labour force in South Dublin County consisted of 119,632 persons, of whom 95% were in employment and 5% were unemployed.     Between 1996 and 2002 the size 

of the labour force increased by 23% and over the same time period, the rate of unemployment in the county decreased from 14.9% to 5%.    

While the unemployment rate has dropped considerably for the county as a whole, in 2002 high unemployment was evident in the communities of Jobstown (9%), Fettercairn (11%) and Killinarden (14%) in Tallaght and Rowlagh (12%) in Clondalkin.    

By contrast there are other districts around Lucan (3-4%), east Tallaght (4%) and Rathfarnham (4%) where unemployment rates are low.
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Figure 1 Unemployment Rates in South Dublin County 2002

More recent figures are currently being sought from the Department of Social & Family Affairs and these will be forwarded when received.
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(C/0109/06)
PLANNING APPLICATION FOR AN IC MANUFACTURING & RESEARCH FACILITY IN GRANGE CASTLE BUSINESS PARK
QUESTION:Councillor E. Tuffy   
To ask the Manager if the IDA Planning Application for an IC Manufacturing and Research Facility in Grange Castle Business Park has been received by the Planning Department and if he will provide a summary report on the application? 
REPLY:

An application for planning permission was received by the Council from IDA Ireland on 27/01/2006 – Register Reference SD06A/0049 refers. for an Advance Integrated Circuit Manufacturing Facility and Research Campus on a 145 acre site. described as  consisting of a four storey Integrated Circuit Production Building with Plant Room over, sized approximately 103,000sq. meters, a four storey Headquarters Building sized approximately 13,000sq. meters, a four storey Manufacturing Support Building sized approximately 39,000 sq. meters, a Central Utilities and Water Treatment Building sized approximately 12,000sq. meters, a two storey test and assembly/labatory building sized approximately 20,000sq. meters and a Services Yard for Plant and Equipment, and its associated Tank Farm, a covered Drum Recycling Storage area, a single storey 110kv Electrical Station with Underground Supplies, a Bulk Gas and Liquids Storage and a Nitrogen Gas Generation Facility, Water Storage Tanks, parking for approximately 1,506 cars, a sustaining contractors compound and two storey Contractor Support Building sized approximately 4,300 square meters and 1,225 contractor car parking spaces (approximately), a two storey Engineering Support Building sized approximately 6,700 square meters and extensive landscaping and ancillary site works.  The campus and its associated facilities will comprise of a series of modularised production units that will be built to need during the 10 year lifetime sought by this permission.  Permission will be sought also to build the complex in phases.  The development consists of an activity for which a licence, under Part IV of the Environmental Protection Agency Act, 1992 (as amended by the Protection of the Environment Act, 2003), is required.  An Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) has been prepared in respect of the application for planning permission and is submitted with the application 

A decision is due in respect of this application on or before 22/03/2006.

(C/0110/06)
ROUTES FOR PROPOSED LUAS AND METRO LINES
QUESTION:Councillor E. Tuffy   
To ask the Manager if any discussions have been held with the Department of Transport and/or the Rail Procurement Agency regarding detailed routes for proposed LUAS and Metro lines within the County as proposed in outline in Transport 21? 

REPLY:
No detailed discussions have been held recently with the Department of Transport and the Railway Procurement Agency regarding detailed routes for proposed Metro and LUAS lines within the county as proposed in Transport 21.

The Members will be informed when such discussions commence.

(C/0111/06)  
PROVISION OF SHELTERED HOUSING
 
QUESTION:Councillor E. Tuffy   
To ask the Manager for an updated report on discussions with any Housing Association or other organisations about the provision of sheltered housing for older people in the County? 
REPLY: 

Proposals for sheltered housing schemes are currently being developed by the Council in partnership with voluntary housing associations, while a number of sheltered schemes are being provided directly by the Council including the new and refurbished units at Liscarne, Clondalkin and New Road Clondalkin (which will be suitable for independent living).  In addition, the Council encourages the provision of a broad mix of house types and unit types in all the larger schemes being designed or developed together with an appropriate and sustainable tenure mix to reflect the varied housing needs of the County.  

There are proposals for the provision of 51 units of sheltered accommodation for the elderly as part of the Part V requirement included in the planning permission for a residential development on the site of the former Eircom Training Centre,Wainsfort Road, Terenure.  It is likely that the units will be managed on behalf of the Council by a Voluntary Housing Association with the relevant expertise required to manage such a facility. 

It is proposed that the sheltered units will consist of the following:

13 No. 2 Bedroom 4 person units


22 No. 2 Bedroom 3 person units


15 No. 1 Bedroom 1/2 person units


   1 No. Caretaker unit 

While each suite is a self contained unit, with dedicated kitchen, bathroom and living area, the project will also incorporate shared facilities including a communal dining room and kitchen, laundry service, medical treatment room, and specially equipped assisted bathrooms.  The facility is designed to allow elderly persons maintain their independence for as long as possible, while providing in-house care facilities as required.  It is envisaged that the accommodation will provide for a mix of independent, semi-independent and fully supported accommodation and the configuration of the different client groups to be accommodated will be subject to discussion with the voluntary housing association selected to manage the project. 

The Council is currently in discussions with Fold Housing Association in relation to the proposed management of 35 units of sheltered accommodation for elderly people as part of a commercial/residential development at Whitestown Way Tallaght.  Further details of that project will be made available to the Members when it has been further developed. 

Members will be kept informed of further progress in due course.   

(C/0112/06) 
M50 UPGRADE WORKS
QUESTION: Councillor E. Tuffy   
To ask the Manager for an updated report on traffic management arrangements being implemented by the Council to ameliorate traffic disruption arising from M50 Upgrade works within the County? 

REPLY:
The design and build contract has just been awarded and the Council's consulting engineer is awaiting an outline traffic management plan from the contractor which complies with requirements of the Council and his proposed method of construction. As soon as this is agreed it is intended to brief the members.

(C/0113/06) 
MEDICAL OFFICER FOR SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL
QUESTION:Councillor K. Warren   

To ask the Manager to make a full statement concerning the connection between the Dublin Medical Officer and South Dublin County Council's Housing Department, the total number of visits by the Medical Officer to South Dublin County Council to adjudicate on medical points in relation to various applications, the average waiting time before applicants can have their applications determined because of the service being provided by the Health Service Executive, if a proposal has been made for an in-house medical assessment team within the Housing Department, which could more s 
REPLY:
At present, by agreement with the Health Service Executive, the Dublin Medical Officer reviews any files for which medical documentation has been submitted in support of an application. Under the arrangement the Medical Officer visits the Council Offices to assess documentation as often as is necessary. In practice, this works out at approximately one visit per month, with more frequent visits approaching the issuing of lists if necessary. This arrangement serves the Council well in the preparation of our Housing lists.

The Housing List is currently reviewed twice yearly in May and November and all changes in applicants' circumstances during the intervening periods are reflected in the points total determined at the review. Waiting times tend to vary depending on when documentation is submitted, averaging approximately 2-3 months, however this is immaterial in the process once the documentation is assessed in time for the compilation of the next list. A system is in place that ensures that the Medical Officer examines all medical documentation submitted before the closing date for a list. The list is compiled once all documentation has been assessed.

The Medical Officer also uses these visits to examine and make recommendations on approximately 400 Disabled Persons Grant applications each year. 

Existing arrangements are satisfactory and there is no proposal to make any change prior to the introduction of the new Scheme of Letting Priorities. Under the new scheme the council will be assessing applications in chronological order and will no longer use the points system. This will greatly assist the Allocations Section in speeding up the processing of applications.

(C/0114/06) 
ENGINEER’S / SURVEYOR’S REPORT
QUESTION:Councillor K. Warren   
To ask the Manager in respect of the Affordable Housing Scheme, where applicants are eligible to purchase an apartment in a new housing scheme, if it is the case that South Dublin County Council provide an Engineer's/Surveyor's report for such a property completely separate from the Applicant, and if he will make a statement on the matter?" 

REPLY:
Before South Dublin County Council acquire properties for affordable housing a snag list is submitted to the builder.  Architect certs of compliance are also submitted by the builders architect stating that the premises have been built in accordance with the planning and building regulations.  Applicants purchasing under affordable housing are advised to have the premises they are purchasing independently examined. 

(C/0115/06) 
COST OF RAMP CONSTRUCTION
QUESTION:Councillor K. Warren   
To ask the Manager to set out the average cost in terms of the construction of the ramps (traffic platform) in the administrative area of South Dublin County Council, the total number of ramps built by the Council over the past three years and how the average prices in South Dublin compares to prices in other parts of the Country and if he will make a statement on the matter? 
REPLY:
The total number of standard traffic calming ramps constructed to date since 2003 is 361.

The current Traffic Calming Programme provides for the installation of Traffic Calming measures in 40 separate locations across the Council's administrative area.

These schemes are subject to the public procurement regulations. The average cost of a standard ramp is €4,000. This is in keeping with the price of ramps in the Dublin region. 

(C/0116/06) 
NUMBER OF COMPLAINTS RECEIVED BY PLANNING DEPARTMENT
QUESTION:Councillor K. Warren   
To ask the Manager to state the total number of complaints put to the Planning Department for the years 2003, 2004 and 2005, in respect of planning irregularities from the members of the public, to state the success rate of South Dublin County Council in terms of successfully taking a legal action against those who were involved in building a structure which was not in compliance with the original planning permission obtained, to state the total number of personnel within the Enforcement Section employed in each of the past three years and if he will make a statement on the matter? 
REPLY:

Upon receipt of a written complaint in relation to alleged unauthorised development, Planning Enforcement investigate the matter fully and take any enforcement action deemed necessary in each case.

A file is opened on each address that is subject to a complaint.  On average each enforcement file contains in excess of 3 complaints, from separate complainants.

The figures below relate to all unauthorised development, not just those cases where there was a grant of Planning Permission that was not complied with.








2003
2004
2005

No. of files opened (Each file may consist of
283
276
418

multiple complaints received)

No. of S.152 Warning Letters


306
269
346

No. of S154 Enforcement Notices


271
216
152*

No. of successful legal actions taken

District Court (inclusive of convictions, 

Agreed Strike Outs and Undertakings)

  45
35
  14**

Circuit Court (Orders & Appeals upheld)

    4
  1
  2

High Court (Orders & Committal & Attachment)     3
  2
  4

Total Number of Personnel within the 
Enforcement Section 



     10
  10
11***

Notes

* The number of cases proceeding to District Court hearings in 2005 was affected by a High Court Decision on 18.03.2005 (Dundalk Town Council-V-Bill Lawlor).  This related to the requirements of a S154 Enforcement Notice dealing with works to be carried out and the time specified for compliance in the Notice.  Thus the issuing of any new Enforcement Notices and the taking of prosecutions was put on hold during part of 2005 pending the receipt of Counsel’s advice on the implications of the High Court case.  The issuing of S154 Notices has resumed in accordance with advice received.

It was also decided that more complex cases should be dealt with under S160 in the Circuit/High Courts where evidence is provided by affidavit and the level of proof is less onerous.

** This figure does not include 10 cases pending at the end of 2005 in the District Court

*** Includes 3 part-time staff.  It should also be noted that a third Planning Inspector has been employed to expedite the carrying out of inspections and the preparation of reports on unauthorised development.

(C/0117/06)
HOUSING ESTATES TAKEN IN CHARGE BY SDCC
QUESTION:Councillor K. Warren   
To ask the Manager to name the housing estates within the functional area of South Dublin County Council which have still to be taken in charge by this Local Authority, despite the fact that there is a 12 year waiting time between now and the time when the original planning permission authorising the development took place, if the estates in question could be set out in terms of the five local electoral areas within South Dublin County Council and if he will make a statement on the matter? 

REPLY:
The attached is a listing of the estates within this Council’s Administrative area for which planning permissions have been granted in excess of twelve years and which have not yet been taken in charge.

It is the policy of this Council that all necessary taking in charge works be completed by the developer prior to the initiation of the taking in charge process.  In the majority of the estates listed some taking in charge works remain to be completed and this has resulted in the delay in the initiation of the taking in charge process.  The estates on the attached list have been included on a priority list and it is expected that their taking in charge will be completed during 2006.

Lucan  Electoral Area

Estate
Location
Developer

Reg. Ref.
Works Outstanding


Ash Park
Esker Lane
Cavan Developments
S94A/0196
Minor works to entrance. Taking in 


charge Schedule being prepared.


For taking in charge during 2006.


Foxborough Estate  C & D
Lucan
Edencross Construction Ltd
S94A/0022
All works completed.  Drawings & 


schedules being prepared.  For taking
charge during 2006.

Tallaght South Electoral Area

Daletree (Phase 1, 1A, 2)
Ballycullen
Maplewood Homes
S94A/347
Taking in charge works completed.


Drawings & Schedules being prepared.


For taking in charge during 2006.


Ely Manor
Ballycullen
Maplewood Homes
S94A/0335
Taking in charge works completed.


Drawings & Schedules being prepared.


For taking in charge during 2006.


Newhall Court, Blessington Road
Jobstown
William Smith
93A/643
Legal proceedings ongoing re outstanding works.




Next court hearing listed for 20th March




2006.


Pairc Gleann Trasna
Aylesbury
Kranock Construction Ltd.
S94A/0037
Some works outstanding on pillars,






railings & walls.  Works almost 






complete.


Sundale (Phase 1 2,3,4, & 6)
Tallaght
Kelland Homes Ltd.
S94A/303
Roads taken in charge 2004. "As 

constructed" drawings being checked re water supply & drainage . For taking in charge 2006. 


Sylvan Avenue
Kingswood
Mondale Const. Ltd.
87A/0814
Awaiting Environmental Services report re drainage.

Terenure Rathfarnham Electoral Area


Estate
Location
Developer
Reg. Ref
Works Outstanding

Orlagh Grove (Phase 2)
Scholarstown
Menolly Properties Ltd
89A/0024
TIC survey has been completed and lists 
issued to the developer. The outstanding items include works to; roads, footpaths, kerbs, grass margins, drainage, manhole covers and hydrant Markers. "As constructed" drawings are awaited. A letter has been issued to developer re: sequestration of 


bond.


Stonepark Abbey (Ph. 1, 2 & 3)
Rathfarnham
M & N O'Grady Devs.
S94A/0145
A list of outstanding works has been issued to the developer which include works to manholes, cable link manhole and reinstatement works to ESB trench. "As constructed" drawings are awaited.  No request has been received  from the developer to have the estate taken in charge.

(C/0118/06)  
USE OF MINI-BIKES ON PUBLIC OPEN SPACE
QUESTION:Councillor K. Warren   
To ask the Manager if the practice of young children driving mini-bikes on public open space has been brought to his attention, the likely cost to this Council as a result of public open space being disturbed by vehicles of this nature, if the matter has been brought to the attention of An Garda Siochana in terms of ensuring that minors do not drive these vehicles on public open space, and the fact that these vehicles require tax and insurance, if South Dublin County Council has confiscated vehicles of this description in recent months? 
REPLY:
The Council is aware of incidents of quad bikes traversing open space areas, particularly in the Tallaght area since last Christmas.  It is not possible to quantify the cost on a general basis but damage to open spaces would not be of a serious nature to date.  

This matter has been brought to the attention of the local Gardai and a meeting has been arranged with the  Gardai to further explore possible solutions to the problem.  From enquiries made, these vehicles require tax and insurance, only when used on public roads. No vehicles have been confiscated to date.  

Revisions to the Parks Bye Laws were agreed by the Strategic Policy Committee on Sport, Recreation, Community and Parks in late 2005 and the revised Bye Laws have been referred to the Council’s Law Agent for examination before embarking on the requisite public consultation procedure and subsequent presentation to the Council for final approval. 

The revised Bye Laws contain a clause which prohibits the use of motorised vehicles, including quad bikes, motorcycles etc. The Bye Laws also provide for the serving of a fixed Payment Notice (On the Spot Fine) requiring the payment of €125 within 21 days, on persons who contravene the Bye Laws. Failure to pay will result in Court action. 

The Council will increase the patrols by the Park Rangers where these incidents are taking place and will endeavour to increase the frequency of staff presence in these areas. The Council will also liaise with local Community and Primary Schools in relation to this matter.

(C/0119/06)  
PROPOSED VARIATION (NO.1) TO THE ADAMSTOWN PLANNING SCHEME 2003 
The report by the Manager which had been circulated was CONSIDERED:
“Purpose of the Proposed Amendment 

To facilitate an improved schools and leisure campus layout further to detailed design work in conjunction with the Department of Education & Science and Chartridge Ltd.

Description of Proposed Amendment 

Relocation of the northern part of the combined schools and leisure campus site, to an immediately adjoining site to the south-west, which is currently within the ‘Adamstown Square’ development area.  Concurrent relocation of the permissible housing development to be displaced from ‘Adamstown Square’, to the north-east.  This includes revision of the boundaries of the ‘Adamstown Square’ and ‘Adamstown Castle’ development areas.

The overall quantum of residential and commercial development permissible in the Adamstown SDZ is to remain unchanged.  

The phasing schedule set out in the SDZ Planning Scheme is to remain unchanged.

Timetable for Proposed Amendment

· Report to Council prior to public consultation:  13 February 2006

· Six week public display period:
Mid February to end March 2006

· Manager’s Report on submissions received during the public display period:
April 2006

· Planning Authority determination of proposed amendment:  May 2006

· Four week period for appeals to An Bord Pleanala (if any):  to June 2006

· Period for An Bord Pleanala determination (if required):
to Sept. 2006

Details of Development to be Facilitated 

The proposed amendment is to allow a more comprehensive layout for two x 16 classroom primary schools and a 1,000 pupil secondary school together with associated play areas, ball courts and playing pitches.  A sports hall, community centre, crèche and commercial leisure facility with swimming pool are also to be provided.  School access to the sports hall, pitches and swimming pool will be facilitated.

A planning application for the two x 16 classroom primary schools is to be submitted to the Planning Authority.  The two proposed schools are located within the part of the combined schools and leisure campus site which it is not proposed to relocate.  This application will be submitted in February 2006 in order to meet a September 2007 target opening date for the first primary school in Adamstown.

Recommendation

It is recommended that the timetable for dealing with the proposed amendment to the Adamstown SDZ Planning Scheme is noted and the proposed amendment put on public display for a period of six weeks.”
The report was NOTED.
(C/0120/06)  DECLARATION OF ROADS TO BE PUBLIC ROADS
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

(C/0121/06)  
PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF AFFORDABLE HOUSING - 20 UNITS.
Ms. P. Poole, Director of Housing presented the report.
“Under Section 94 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 (as amended) South Dublin County Council prepared a Housing Strategy.  One of the key purposes of the strategy is to identify the overall need for affordable housing in the area of the County Development Plan and to ensure that South Dublin County Council provides for the development of affordable housing.  To date, the Council has been successful in acquiring affordable housing units for eligible applicants through:-

(a) Part V of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended)

(b) The development of public private partnerships/joint ventures.

(c) The Integrated Area Plans in tax designated areas.

20 properties are now complete

Public Private Partnership                                                       2


Part V Affordable Properties                                                  18 
      Integrated Area Plan                                                             0
Total                                                                                  20

and in order to comply with the requirements of Section 211 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 (as amended) and Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001it is now proposed that the Council dispose of 18 of these properties to eligible applicants (schedule available at the meeting) in accordance with the affordable housing scheme as adopted by the Council in April 2003. It is also proposed to amend resolution minute no. c/0800/05 dated 12/12/2005. (schedule available at meeting) 

The consent of the Council is sought for the disposal of these properties to eligible applicants.

Joe Horan

County Manager”
The report was NOTED.

(C/0122/06)
SMALL BUILDERS SCHEME - PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF FEE SIMPLE INTEREST AT 186 ALPINE HEIGHTS, CLONDALKIN, DUBLIN 22.
The report by the Manager, which had been circulated was CONSIDERED:

“It is proposed in accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No. 2) Act, 1978 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 to dispose of the fee simple interest in the site listed hereunder to Mr. and Mrs. Ciaran O’Brien to whom the site has been leased under the terms of the Council’s Small Builders Scheme. Mr. and Mrs. Ciaran O’Brien have applied in accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No. 2) Act, 1978 to acquire the fee simple interest in the property.  The Ground Rent payable is €19.04 per annum.

	Site No.


	Lessee
	Date of Lease
	Land Acquired From
	Purchase Price

	186 Alpine Heights, Clondalkin, 

Dublin 22.


	Mr. and Mrs. Ciaran O’Brien


	26/08/1976
	Edward O’Dowd
	€450


J.Horan
_______________
County Manager”
The report was NOTED.

(C/0123/06)
PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF PLOT OF LAND ADJACENT TO 66 AMBERVALE, TALLAGHT, DUBLIN 24 TO MR. ALAN GIBBONS. 
The report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“An application has been received from Mr. Alan Gibbons, the owner of No. 66 Ambervale, Tallaght, Dublin 24 to acquire a strip of Council owned land adjoining his dwelling for incorporation into his existing garden in order to increase the size of his garden and to improve access to the rear of the dwelling. The applicant is proposing to provide an extension to the rear and side of the dwelling within the existing boundaries of the property.

Accordingly, I recommend that the Council dispose by way of lease of a strip of land measuring 139 square metres or thereabouts adjoining No. 66 Ambervale, Tallaght, Dublin 24 as shown outlined in red on Drawing No. DEV. 6134-1 to the respective householder, Mr. Alan Gibbons in accordance with Section 211 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 subject to the following terms and conditions as recommended by the Council’s Valuer:-

1. That the plot shall be disposed of in consideration of the sum of €7,500.00 (seven thousand five hundred euro) to be paid within two months of the date of receipt of the Council’s approval to the disposal.


2. That the lease shall be for a term of 99 years at a nominal rent of €1 per annum (if demanded) with rent reviews every 5 years linked to changes in the Consumer Price Index.

3. That the Lessee shall use the plot for garden purposes ancillary to the existing dwelling only and that no commercial use or buildings shall be permitted thereon.

4. The applicant shall not use the strip of land as access /open space to/for any development or for any business purpose. 

5. That the applicant shall construct an appropriate boundary feature and a planning application shall be submitted for the proposed boundary treatment

6. That the applicant shall obtain the written consent of the Council prior to entering onto the subject plot for the purpose of carrying out any works thereon.

7. That each party shall be responsible for their own legal costs in this matter.

8. That the above proposal is subject to any further terms deemed appropriate by the Council’s Law Agent in leases of this nature.

9. No agreement enforceable at law is created or intended to be created until exchange of contracts  has taken place. 





The lands to be disposed of form part of lands acquired from Dublin City Council in 1997 in accordance with the Scheme of Transfer of Lands under the Local Government (Dublin) Act 1993.

J. Horan 

County Manager”
The report was NOTED.

(C/0124/06)
PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF PORTION OF LANEWAY BESIDE 28 KILLINARDEN ESTATE, TALLAGHT, DUBLIN 24 – CHRISTOPHER & DEIRDRE LYNCH. 
The report by the Manager, which had been circulated was CONSIDERED:

“An application has been received from Christopher and Deirdre Lynch, 28 Killinarden Estate, Tallaght, to incorporate a portion of the laneway adjoining their house, into their garden.  The Council granted them permission some years ago to incorporate the area in question but title was never transferred.  The applicants now wish to regularise the title to the plot of land.

Accordingly, I recommend that the Council dispose of an area measuring 47 square metres or thereabouts adjacent to 28 Killinarden Estate, Tallaght, as shown outlined in red on Drawing No. DEV 6158 to the respective householders, Christopher and Deirdre Lynch in accordance with Section 211 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 subject to the following terms and conditions as recommended by the Council’s Valuer:-

1. That the Council dispose of the subject plot in consideration of the sum of €2,500 (two thousand five hundred euro).


2. That the plot is disposed of with full freehold title and vacant possession.

3. That the applicants shall block up access from any dwellings which have rear access onto the portion of the laneway being disposed of, with a suitable capped wall or other agreed boundary feature.


4. That each party shall be responsible for their own legal fees.


5. That the above proposal is subject to the necessary consents and approvals being obtained.

6. That no agreement enforceable at law is created or intended to be created until exchange of contracts has taken place.

The lands to be disposed of form part of lands acquired from Dublin City Council in 1997 in accordance with the Scheme of Transfer of Lands under the Local Government (Dublin) Act 1993.

J. Horan 

County Manager”
The report was NOTED.

(C/0125/06)
PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF LAND ADJACENT TO NO. 91, CASTLE LAWNS, TALLAGHT, DUBLIN 24 – JOSEPH & BARBARA BERGIN. 
The report by the Manager, which had been circulated was CONSIDERED:

“An application has been received from Joseph and Barbara Bergin, 91 Castle Lawns, Tallaght, Dublin 24 to acquire a plot of land adjacent to their property,  from the Council.  The strip of land in question had been incorporated into the property some years ago but the householders now wish to regularise the title. 

Accordingly, I recommend that the Council dispose of an area measuring 49.6 square metres or thereabouts, adjacent to 91 Castle Lawns, Tallaght, as shown outlined in red on Drawing No. RE. 0408 to the respective householders, Joseph and Barbara Bergin in accordance with Section 211 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 subject to the following terms and conditions as recommended by the Council’s Valuer:-

1.That the Council dispose of the subject plot in consideration of the sum of €2,500 (two thousand five hundred euro).


2. That the plot is disposed of with full freehold title and vacant possession.

3. That the applicants shall be responsible for the provision of an appropriate boundary feature along the new boundary line.

4.   That each party shall be responsible for their own fees.


5. That the above proposal is subject to the necessary consents and approvals being obtained.

6. That no agreement enforceable at law is created or intended to be created until exchange of contracts has taken place.

The lands to be disposed of form part of lands acquired from Siobháin O ‘ Dea in 1964 for housing purposes.

J. Horan 

County Manager”
The report was NOTED.

(C/0126/06)
PROPOSED GRANT OF LICENCE TO VODAFONE IRELAND LTD. FOR USE OF SITE AT THE OPEN SPACE LANDS AT WOODSTOWN, BALLYCULLEN, DUBLIN 16. 
Mr. J. Walsh, Director of Economic Development presented the report .
“Vodafone Ireland Limited has applied to the Council for permission to erect a telecommunications structure on a site within the public open space at Woodstown, Ballycullen, Dublin 16. Following lengthy discussions, the Council issued a letter of consent to Vodafone permitting them to apply for planning permission for the proposed structure.  The applicant subsequently obtained planning permission on 10th February 2005 for the construction of an 18m telecommunication structure on the site  as per Planning Reg. Ref. SD04A0638, and is now anxious to proceed with the project.

I therefore recommend that  the Council grant a licence to Vodafone Ireland Ltd, Mountain View, Leopardstown, Dublin 18 for the purpose of erecting a telecommunications structure at a site within the public open space at Woodstown, Ballycullen, Dublin 16, as shown outlined in red on Drawing No. LD 837, in accordance with Section 211 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001, subject to the following terms and conditions as recommended by the Council’s Valuer:-

1.  That the site the subject of the Licence Agreement has an area of 100 square 


     metres or thereabouts and is as shown delineated in red on Indicative Drawing 

     No LD 837 (accurate drawings  to be prepared).

2.
That the applicant shall be granted a temporary right of way over the open space lands at Ballycullen as shown shaded in yellow on Indicative Drawing No LD 837  for the purpose of accessing the subject site for construction purposes only. This right of way will terminate on completion of the building works and an alternative right of access to the site will be agreed thereafter.

3. That the Licence shall be for a period of four years six months subject to the payment of an annual 

      fee of  €30,000.00.

4. That the Licensee shall be responsible for the payment of commercial rates in 

     connection with the development (if applicable) and any other outgoings  arising in    

     relation to the site.

5. That the Licence is not to operate as a lease and it shall not be transferable save

      in the case of a financial institution that has entered into a mortgage  with the 

      applicant which mortgage must be approved by the Council in writing and must 

      have been entered into specifically for the purposes of financing the approved 

      development on the licensed site.

6. That the equipment erected shall be an 18 metre Telecommunications Structure 


carrying antennas  with in-built equipment room and other associated works as approved by the planning authority by grant of planning permission dated 10th February 2005 (Planning Reg. Ref. SD04A/0638).

7. While the Council encourages mast sharing, the Licensee is not permitted to


 upgrade, replace, renew, add additional equipment onto the existing structure or deviate from any future/previous planning conditions without prior written consent from the Council.

8. That the Licensee shall be responsible for the carrying out of  maintenance and repairs to the structure and equipment room. In particular, the Licensee shall ensure that all reasonable measures are taken to prevent or minimise the impact of graffiti  on the structure.

9.  That the Licensee shall indemnify the Council in the sum of €6.4 million (six 


million four hundred thousand euro ) or such other sum as may be stipulated by 
the Council from time to time in respect of any claims for injury or damage to any person or property through the use of the site or access road  thereto or the activities carried out thereon.

10. That the Licensee shall forward to South Dublin County Council evidence of compliance with ICNIRP guidelines as required by Comreg.

11. That the installation on the subject site shall be used only for the purposes of telecommunications and that no other telecommunications operator shall be permitted to use the structure without the prior written consent of the Council.

12. That South Dublin County Council reserve the right to change the proposed access route subject to a suitable alternative being provided to the Licensee.

13. The Licensee shall liaise and agree with the Council’s Parks Department details regarding the initial set-up and location of the equipment, subsequent maintenance, routine visits on site and any other technical issues and shall comply with Parks Department’s requirements.

14. Each party shall be responsible for their own legal costs in this matter. 

15. The Licence Agreement shall contain such other conditions as are deemed appropriate by the County Solicitor in licences of this nature.

16. No agreement enforceable at Law is created or intended to be created until the Licence Agreement has been sealed by the Council.

The lands to be disposed of form part of lands acquired from Colm O’ Brien in 1992 for Roads purposes.

J. Horan 

County Manager”
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors J. Hannon, C. Keane and J. Lahart.
Mr. J. Walsh responded to the Members queries.

It was proposed by Councillors J. Hannon, M. Ardagh, J. Lahart, T. Gilligan, C. Keane, J. Daly, M. Corr, C. Jones, C. King and T. Ridge:

“That this Council rejects the proposal to proceed with the grant of licence to Vodafone Ireland Ltd. As outlined in Item No. H-I (8)”

Following a roll call vote the result was as follows:

FOR: TWENTY-TWO  (22)
Councillors M. Ardagh, M. Corr, J. Daly, M. Daly, R. Dowds, T. Gilligan, J. Hannon, C. Jones, C. Keane, C. King, J. Lahart, S. Laing, E. Maloney, F. McCarthy, T. McDermott, M. Murphy, S. O’Connor, G. O’Connell, T. Ridge, E. Tuffy, E. Walsh and K. Warren.

AGAINST : NONE (0)
The motion was PASSED unanimously.

(C/0127/06)
PROPOSED LEASE OF PREMISES AT JOBSTOWN VILLAGE , JOBSTOWN ROAD, TALLAGHT, DUBLIN 24 TO JOBSTOWN CHILDCARE CENTRE LTD. FOR PROVISION OF CHILDCARE CENTRE.
The report by the Manager, which had been circulated was CONSIDERED:

“The Council recently constructed a development at Jobstown Village comprising of a small infill housing scheme and community facilities, including a childcare centre. The building containing the childcare centre comprises of the centre on the ground floor adjoining a courtyard area with apartments overhead at first floor level. The childcare element of the building is to be financed in the main by way of grant under the Equal Opportunities Childcare Programme 2000-2006 which is administered by ADM Ltd. and is to be operated by a Company, Jobstown Childcare Centre Ltd.,  which has been set up specifically for this purpose. 

It is proposed to grant a lease of that portion of the premises at Jobstown Village, comprising the childcare element, including defined internal and external areas, as shown outlined in red on Indicative Drawing No. LD 1053 to Jobstown Childcare Centre Ltd in accordance with Section 211 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 subject to the following terms and conditions:

1. That the premises to be leased is that portion of the premises at Jobstown Village including defined internal and external areas of the building at ground floor level pertaining to the Crèche facility and adjoining courtyard as more particularly delineated in red on Indicative  Drawing  No. LD 1053. Accurate lease map to be prepared by the Council.

2. That the Lessee shall be granted a pedestrian right of way only over the area shaded yellow leading from Fortunestown Way,  pending the development of the adjoining site. 

3. The Lease to be for a term of 99 years.

4. That the premises shall be used solely for community purposes, more specifically for a community based childcare centre and all associated and ancillary services and shall be operated in compliance with any present or future regulations relating to childcare provision and good practice. In the event of it ceasing to be used for the purpose of community based childcare, it shall revert free of charge to the Council or at the Council’s absolute discretion, the full open market yearly rental value of the site and buildings shall apply, as determined by the Council’s Valuer.

5.
The rent, exclusive of rates and all other outgoings for which the Lessee is


responsible shall be in the sum of €11,000(Eleven Thousand Euro) per annum and the rent shall be revised on the basis of the full open market rental at the end of every fifth year.

Notwithstanding the rent so reserved, the rent payable as long as the premises

is used for community purposes and no other purpose, shall be abated to 

 €200.00(Two hundred euro) per annum exclusive of all outgoings with a 

provision for five yearly rent reviews, as determined by the Council’s Valuer. 


6.
That the Lessee shall not sell, assign, sub-let, sub-divide, alienate or part with the possession of the subject premises without the prior written consent of he Council. The Council shall receive early notice of the parties to and the terms of any proposed disposal or of any proposed suspension or termination of the Lessee’s activities at the premises. 

7.
That the Lessee shall indemnify the Council in the sum of €6.4million (six million four hundred thousand euro)or such other sums as may be stipulated by the 

Council from time to  time in respect of any claims for injury or damage to any 

person or property through the use of  the premises or through the activities   

carried out thereon, including the access to the premises.

8.
That the Lessee shall insure and keep insured the premises and every part 

thereof in a sum equivalent to the full replacement value, at all times in the joint 

names of the Council and the Lessee against loss or damage by fire or other cause in an established insurance office to be approved by the Council and to pay all premiums or such sum of money necessary for that purpose and within 7 days after the same has become payable to produce to the Council the policy or policies of such insurance and the receipt for every such payment. In the event of loss or damage by fire or other cause, the Lessee is obliged to reinstate the premises and every part thereof to its original state. 

9.
That in the event that the Lessee provides an outdoor child play area within the demised area, then the Lessee must undertake to provide adequate fencing security and that this area is also adequately insured in the above mentioned insurance policy.

10.
That the Lessee shall at all times maintain the premises in such condition that it shall be an amenity to the neighbourhood and a place of pleasant resort and not to allow it to be used so as to be a nuisance to persons resorting to it or to owners or occupiers of surrounding properties or members of the public. In particular, they shall not allow undue noise or commotion to emanate from the building at any time during it’s opening hours.

11. That the Lessee shall keep the premises in a good  state of repair and carry out all necessary maintenance on the building both internal and external. An authorised official of the Council  shall be entitled to enter onto the premises at any time to view the state and condition of the building subject to adequate notice being given and if necessary to prepare a schedule of dilapidations to be carried out by the Lessee within a reasonable period of time as stated by the Council.

12.
That the Lessee shall at all times maintain proper order in or about the premises.

13.
That the Lessee shall not carry out any  alteration or development of the premises or erect any structure or make any excavation without the prior written consent of the Council, such consent not to be unreasonably withheld.

14.
That any signage proposed by the Lessee shall be in accordance with specifications of the  Council’s Planning Department (who shall have due regard to the interests of the Childcare Provider) and  shall be agreed with the Council in advance. 

15.
That the Lessee shall not use the premises or any part thereof as a residence. 

16.
That the sale, manufacture or consumption of intoxicating liquor shall not be permitted in or about the premises. 

17.
That the Lessee shall comply at all times with the requirements of all present and future Waste Management and Litter Pollution legislation.

18.That the Lessee shall be prohibited from erecting any mast, tower or aerial on the premises without the prior written consent of the Council.

19.
In the context of any future redesign or redevelopment of the adjoining lands, that the Council shall have the absolute right for no consideration to resume possession of the premises and any buildings erected on it and to relocate the lessees temporarily or permanently to an  equivalent building in the locality.

20.
That the Lessee shall recoup to the Council monies expended by it in the construction and  setting up of the Childcare Centre out of the grant monies approved by Area Development Management Ltd for the project under the Equal Opportunities Childcare Programme 2000- 2006.

21.That in the event of the vacant site at Jobstown Village Square immediately adjoining the demised premises as shown outlined in green on Indicative Drawing No. LD 1053 being developed as a private area for the benefit of the demised premises, the adjoining premises and the apartments overhead, the Lessee shall contribute annually a monetary sum duly apportioned between the occupiers/lessees/tenants, towards the costs arising as a result of the maintenance and management of the area outlined in Indicative Drawing No.LD1053  on terms to be advised by the Lessor AND further the Lessee shall become a member of any Management Company or Committee set up to maintain and manage the site, on being duly notified in writing by the Lessor.

22.
That the Lessee shall endeavour to make provision for the use of the premisesby other childcare related organisations or groups in the area at reasonabletimes and rates subject to it being used in a proper manner and subject to availability.  Any such facility granted to be at the sole discretion of the Steering Group of the Childcare Company(the Lessee). Furthermore that any organisations or groups that may be given use of the premises should  ensure that they are adequately insured with their own policy of insurance for any such events organised therein.

23.
That the County Solicitor shall draft the necessary legal Agreement and mayinclude further terms and conditions as are deemed appropriate including an appropriate arbitration clause in order to protect the Council’s interest in this   case.  In the case of disputes concerning valuation issues in the Agreement the arbitration clause shall refer to the appointment of a Chartered Valuation Surveyor to act as arbitrator.  This person to be appointed by agreement between the parties or in default of agreement to be appointed by the President of the Society of Chartered Surveyors  in the Republic of Ireland.  The costs of any arbitration to be borne equally by the parties.

24.
That each party shall be responsible for its own legal and other costs in this matter.

25. No agreement enforceable at law is created or intended to be created until    exchange of contracts has taken place. 
The lands to be disposed of form part of lands acquired from Dublin City Council in 1997 in accordance with the Scheme of Transfer of Lands under the Local Government (Dublin) Act 1993.

J. Horan 

County Manager”
The report was NOTED.

Following a request from Councillor C. Keane it was AGREED that her motion No. 6 be moved in conjunction with this item.
It was proposed by Councillor C. Keane, seconded by Councillor T. Ridge:
“That this Council discuss the request from the Co. Childcare Committee that childcare facilities in the County be exempt from rates.”
REPORT:

“In accordance with Rates Legislation, commercial rates are payable on childcare premises that are rated by the Valuation Office and once due the local authority has an obligation to collect the rates as demanded.  There is no legislative provision for a rates waiver for childcare facilities. 

Provision is made via Section 15(2) and Schedule 4 of the Valuation Act 2001 for exemption from rates on the basis of charitable status however and this might apply where facilities are being operated exclusively for charitable purposes and otherwise than for private profit.”
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors M. Corr, C. Keane, T. Gilligan and M. Daly.  

Following discussion Cllr. C. Keane requested that wording of her motion be amended to read:
“That this Council discusses the request from the County Childcare Committee that community not for profit childcare facilities in the County be exempt from rates.”

Mr. P. Smith, Director of Community Services responded to the Members queries.  

It was AGREED to submit a further report to a future meeting of the Council. 
(C/0128/06) 
PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF LANDS AT THE SQUARE, TOWN CENTRE, TALLAGHT INCORPORATING THE 'PUBLIC' MILLENNIUM SQUARE TO ALBURN.
Mr. J. Walsh, Director of Economic Development presented the report.

“Under an Indenture of Lease dated 8th September 1988 Dublin Corporation (now Dublin City  Council ) disposed of a 10 acre site (The Square) at Tallaght Town Centre to L & C Properties Ltd.  The Third Schedule of the Lease contains details of Licences granted to L & C Properties Ltd, which were subsequently assigned to the Square Management Ltd.  The Corporation's ( now Dublin City Council) interest in the Licenced lands  transferred to this Council in accordance with the Scheme of Transfer of Lands subject to the provisio that a 50/50 Agreement entered into between the County Council & Dublin Corporation (now Dublin City Council), in 1990, continue.  This Agreement provided that Dublin Corporation (now Dublin City Council) and this Council would share equally the acquisition, development costs and the proceeds of site sales of Town Centre lands.  It is now proposed to dispose of part of the Licenced lands which come within the terms of this Agreement.

The subject lands are located within an area zoned objective 'CT' in the County Development Plan 2004 – 2010 "to protect, improve and provide for the future development of the county town of Tallaght”.  This land use zoning permits a wide range of uses.  In addition, Specific Local Objective 70 provides for preparation of “ a masterplan to guide the future development of Tallaght Town Centre as the County Town, and facilitate the development of the  extended town centre”. It is an objective of the draft Masterplan which has been the subject of preplan consultation and is at an advanced stage and theTallaght Integrated Area Plan (I.A.P) for the development of an extensive, dynamic network of new urban streets and interactive public and semi-public spaces and a range of people intensive uses.The development proposed including the” Millennium Square” forms part of this proposal.

It is proposed in accordance with Section 211 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 that the Council dispose of 11 acres or thereabouts at Town Centre, Tallaght, Dublin 24.  This disposal shall be by way of Building Licence whereby Alburn, 3,Arkle Road, Sandyford, Dublin 18 will execute an Agreement for Lease of the development lands with a long Lease being granted once the entire of the approved development has reached eaves level subject to the following terms and conditions as recommended by the Council’s  Chief Valuer:-

 Millennium Square Development – Phase 3 

1
That the site area of the development including the Public Square (Millennium Square), shall be set out clearly on a disposal map (i.e. the Phase 3 site area) which gives the site area and which shall  be prepared by the Applicant’s Engineer and agreed with the Council’s Draughtsman following a detailed site survey.

2
That the Council holds the site in fee simple subject to a licence forever granted by the Council to facilitate car parking only on the licenced area (excludes the ‘call back’ areas).  The ‘call-back’ areas, as shown crosshatched and highlighted in yellow, on the attached copy map, are held in fee simple by the Council subject to a temporary licence granted by the Council to facilitate car parking only for those areas.  

3
That Alburn holds a legal interest in the licenced areas and has the agreement of relevant parties sufficient to achieve vacant possession of the Phase 3 site area and to enable an immediate start on and the delivery of the scheme of development as approved.

4
That the legal/financial representatives of the Council and Alburn shall consult with a view to agreeing an effective, workable and tax efficient form of disposal having regard to existing legal interests and to the statutory background.

If applicable the Council shall be prepared to grant Alburn a Building Licence and/or enter into an agreement for lease to ensure the satisfactory completion of the approved development within an agreed construction programme not exceeding 36 months and, if so, the conditions below shall apply.

5
That the Phase 3 Development shall be based on the scheme for which planning permission was granted, Reg. Ref. S00A/0553, save as amended by subsequent planning applications prior to the commencement of the development of Phase 3 and/or by the parties and/or by agreement between the parties.

For the purposes of this transaction any amendment or variation of the existing permission for which planning permission and/or the agreement of the Local Authority is obtained, involving an increase or decrease of upto 5% in the gross floor area of Phase 3 over and above the gross floor area approved by the permission S00A/0553 (100%) shall not result in any financial penalty or charge to either party.  The Council shall be entitled to receive an additional capital premium as represented by 10% of the full open market capital value of any lettable or saleable areas contained within any elements of gross floor area achieved over 105% i.e. within any area in excess of the sum of the gross floor area approved by the permission S00A/0553 plus 5%.  The payment of any amount so calculated shall be paid on or before the transfer of title.  

Interest at the rate of 10% per annum shall apply to late payments under this condition.

6
That the Council shall, subject to the outcome of discussions under condition 4 above, receive / retain the fee simple title in the Millennium Square area (and in the area below same – see condition 18 below).  The Council will also retain full rights to air and light for the area at and above the said square.

7
That Alburn shall transfer the sum of €24,000,000 (twenty-four million euro) to the Council, payable as follows:

(a)
€12,000,000 (twelve million euro) on the date of execution of the Agreement for Lease.

(b)
50% of the balance not later than 6 months from the date of entry onto the site for the purpose of commencing construction.

(c)
The remaining balance not later than 15 months from the date of entry onto the site for the purpose of commencing construction or upon the transfer of title which shall occur upon the satisfactory completion of the entire Phase 3 development as certified by the County Architect, whichever is the earlier.  Notwithstanding this consideration will be given to the part disposal of leasehold title on the satisfactory completion to eaves level of phases of the development, but only upon payment of the entire outstanding balance.  The areas of the development to be transferred to the Council (i.e. Millennium Square, car parking and social housing) must be included in phase one of this Scheme and transfer to the Council at the first transfer of title from the Council.

Interest at the rate of 10% per annum shall apply to outstanding sums in the event of failure to comply with the above dates.

8
That an Agreement for Lease (project agreement) shall be forwarded to Alburn within a period of 10 weeks from the date of issuing of the requisite approvals and consents to the proposed disposal.  The Agreement for Lease must be executed and returned to the Council’s Law Agent not later than 21 days from its date of receipt.  In the event of the Agreement for Lease not being executed within the specified time period then the Council shall have the right to withdraw from this proposed agreement.

Construction work must commence on the proposed Scheme for which planning permission (i.e. the principal permission amending Ref. Ref. S00A/0553) has been granted not later than six months from the date of receipt of planning permission and must proceed uninterrupted throughout the agreed building period.  In the event of works not commencing within the specified time period then South Dublin County Council shall have the right to withdraw from the agreement without liability for any costs which may have been incurred by Alburn.

9
That the Agreement for Lease will contain terms and conditions deemed appropriate by the Council’s Law Agent in respect of undertaking a development of the nature proposed and will include step-in clauses in favour of the Council in order to protect its interests.

10
That the construction programme setting out the projected timings of the various scheme works must be available for agreement with the County Architect and it shall be incorporated into the project agreement / Agreement for Lease.

11
That as soon as building works have reached eaves level to the entire of the development and elevation treatment has been completed and if the works have been carried out to the satisfaction of the County Architect, the Council will grant Alburn a Lease of the property.  The Lease shall be for a term of 999 years (commencing from a date to be agreed upon) subject to a rent of €500 per annum.

The Lessee will have the option to acquire the Council’s fee simple interest in the property (excluding Millennium Square and subject to the Council’s car parking licence as set out at 19 below) for an amount that is equal to the legal costs of transfer, on satisfactory completion of the entire development as certified by the County Architect.

12
That Alburn shall undertake not to use the site for any other purposes other than that of carrying out the Phase 3 development as set out under condition 5 above.

13
That the Agreement for Lease is not to operate as a Lease and it shall not be transferable save in the case of a Financial Institution which has entered into a mortgage with Alburn, which mortgage must be approved by the Council in writing and must have been entered into specifically for the purposes of financing Alburn to undertake the development of the site.

14
That Alburn shall build nothing on the said site except the buildings for which Planning Permission has been obtained.  However an application for planning permission for major or material changes of use in the proposed development which are inconsistent with the Council’s vision for the Town Centre will only be permitted subject to consent being obtained from the Council acting as property owner/grantor. 

15
That South Dublin County Council reserves the right to re-enter on the site and resume possession thereof (subject to existing title) should Alburn fail to commence and complete the buildings within the specified period or in the event of the bankruptcy or insolvency of Alburn save in the case of a Financial Institution which has entered into a mortgage with Alburn for the purposes of financing the development of the site.

16
That during the building period and pending the grant of the Lease, Alburn will insure the buildings against fire and all other insurable risks with an Approved Insurance Company and pay all necessary premiums.

The insurance shall be in the joint names of Alburn and the Council and will be for such an amount as will provide cover for the full Reinstatement Value of so much of the building as is erected at any time together with a sum for Professional Fees and removal of debris charges.

Alburn shall also indemnify South Dublin County Council against any claim for compensation which might/may be made by any party arising out of building works being carried out on the sites, or any working areas or on any access points thereto.

17
That Millennium Square shall be constructed to a very high standard specifically, special granite paving, bricks, specialist lighting, feature areas, display areas, landscaping, steps and other items (as directed by the Director of Planning) must be included in this public square.

18
That the Council shall grant to Alburn an irrevocable Licence in perpetuity and at no fee over an agreed surface strip of approximately 7 metres around the periphera on three sides of the Millennium Square for the purposes only of the display of goods or for the placing of tables and chairs or movable items, by the owners / tenants of contiguous retail / restaurant units.  The disposal map will show this licenced area.  A canopy with appropriate lighting or heating and signage may be erected at first floor level over this area subject to the receipt of the necessary planning approvals.  There shall be no breach of the 7 metre surface strip for lightwells, vents, equipment or access points to the area beneath The Square.

The Council shall be prepared to grant to Alburn occasional Licences, at a fee to be agreed at the time of application, to use the remainder of the Millennium Square for certain uses, as listed on the attached Appendix to the agreement or other uses as may be approved by the County Manager.  Sculptures or other artistic pieces may only be erected on the Millennium Square on obtaining the prior written consent of the Council.  Any such licence shall contain a condition giving the Council an absolute right without the payment of compensation to regain exclusive and unfettered use of the Millennium Square (including the 7 metre strip, if required) on several occasions each year for the holding of public ceremonies or other public events.  In so far as possible the Council shall give full and adequate notice of such ceremonies and events to Alburn.  The Council shall be responsible for the insurance, ongoing maintenance and the upkeep and security of the Millennium Square and shall execute an undertaking to this effect.  Alburn shall execute a similar undertaking in respect of the 7 metre strip area.

The Council shall be prepared to grant to Alburn a 999 year lease of the area directly below the Millennium Square at a rent of £500 per annum with five yearly rent reviews linked to changes in the Consumer Price Index in the intervening periods.  Access to this area shall be at underground points only.  This underground area is included in the approved development.

19
That the Council shall be granted a Licence forever to use 630 covered car spaces designated in one grouping in the carpark adjacent to South Dublin County Council offices free of charge in perpetuity within the approved development.

The said spaces to be available to the Council between the hours of 8.00 am to 6.00 pm Monday to Friday inclusive.  The Council shall be prepared to discuss with Alburn the possible usage by the public of some of the Councils spaces at certain times and during certain hours around the Christmas holiday each year.

The Developer shall provide a card operated barrier to contain the said spaces and such barrier may be raised permanently at 4.30 pm each weekday to permit customers of the shopping centre to use spaces vacated.

On giving six months notice in writing to the Council, Alburn shall have the right to relocate up to 300 of the said spaces in one grouping to a similar standard car park within The Square Development provided that the new location is equidistant from the Civic Offices as with the former location.  In this scenario the new spaces would be held under a Licence on the same conditions as the original Licence.

A drawing shall be attached to this agreement clearly delineating the said car spaces.

The Council shall pay an annual service charge in respect of its use of the said car spaces.  This charge must be an apportioned charge relating specifically to the limited use of the said car spaces by the Council.

20
That in accordance with Council policy Alburn will make available to the Council under freehold title or nearest equivalent (indemnified against the payment of rent) and at building cost only, 15% of the apartment units constructed (excludes Aparthotel) as part of the development, i.e. 58 apartments*.  The apartments purchased in this manner by the Council may be managed by a Housing Association as defined under the Housing Acts.  Full prior agreement must be reached with the Councils Housing Officials in relation to the formalising of any agreement with a Housing Association.  The cost of the Social Housing content shall be equal to the cost only of constructing the said Social Housing units and such cost shall exclude any other costs including infrastructural costs, the building costs of other elements in the Scheme, developers profit and site inputs.  







The total cost shall be in the sum of €8,257,559.40 (eight million two hundred and fifty-seven thousand five hundred and fifty-nine euro and forty cent) excluding V.A.T. (if applicable).  This cost shall be indexed to the annual construction cost index prepared by the Department of the Environment and Local Government from the date of execution of the Agreement to Lease to the date of completion of the purchase of these units.  If the Council’s entitlement (at 15% of apartment units) is less than 58 units a pro rata reduction will be made to the above cost.

The gross internal floor area of each apartment made available to the Council shall be agreed beforehand with the Council.  The majority of such apartments shall be two bedroomed with a small number of three bedroomed units being included.  Alburn Ltd must agree the location and specification of the said units with the Council (prior to the awarding of the building contract) and the Council shall be at liberty to request modifications and/or add ‘extras’ to the specification, subject to agreement on terms.  Collateral warranties shall also be provided to the Council.  An annual ‘service charge’ shall be payable by the Council/Housing Association in respect of these units.

A drawing shall be attached to the agreement clearly delineating the said residential units.

Note:  *  The Aparthotel (48 apartment units) if subsequently converted in whole or in part to conventional apartment use must include a Social Housing element in compliance with the Councils Integrated Area Plan Policy and/or the statutory provisions applicable at that time.

21
That as part of this proposed agreement Alburn shall at the date of entry onto the site for the purpose of commencing the construction of the development pay (in one lump sum) the standard and any special Council financial contributions, applicable generally in the Council area at the time and required as a condition of the grant of planning permission.

An I.A.P. community linkage contribution at the rate of €2.54 per square foot of gross external floor area, (such payment to apply only to elements which ultimately attract tax incentives) shall be payable (in one lump sum) as at the date of certification by the Local Authority of the development for tax incentives.  Agreement to such community linkage contribution shall form part of the application for planning permission for the proposed development.

No appeal to be made in respect of any of the above mentioned financial contributions.

22
That the Council may be permitted to lift and take away at its own cost any Castlestone Pavoirs, fencing or other materials presently on the site at a date to be agreed at or before the date of commencement of development works at the site.

23
That all site preparation, development and associated costs incurred in the delivery of the entire completed development shall be borne by Alburn.

24
That each party shall be responsible for their own professional fees in this case.

25
That the above proposal is subject to satisfactory proof of title.

26
That Alburn will consult with the necessary authorities and have due regard to the existence of the Luas Line and Terminus and associated underground and overground services, at or adjoining the subject site.

27
That the Law Agent shall draft this agreement and may include further terms and conditions as deemed appropriate including an appropriate arbitration clause and a ‘force majeure’ clause.  In the case of disputes concerning valuation issues in the agreement the arbitration clause shall refer to the appointment of a Chartered Valuation Surveyor to act as Arbitrator.  This person to be appointed by agreement between the parties or in default of agreement to be appointed by the President of the Society of Chartered Surveyors in the Republic of Ireland.  The costs of any arbitration to be borne equally by the parties.

28
That Alburn should satisfy itself fully in respect of the range of tax incentives available to the proposed development and timing applicable thereto.  The Council shall not be penalised in any way for the failure of Alburn to avail of tax incentives for the approved scheme within the period of application of the incentives.

29
That the Council reserve wayleaves where necessary over the subject site for the purposes of access to services.  Such wayleaves to be provided at no cost to the Council.  The agreement of the County Engineer will be required where the relocation of public services is proposed.

30
That Alburn shall be prepared to grant to the Council working wayleaves (if required) over parts of the site area for no consideration in respect of the anticipated future development of the Councils adjoining lands, including the proposed County Arts Centre, subject to the agreed reinstatement of any affected areas by the Council.

31
That this proposal is subject to the approval of the County Architect in relation to the architectural standards and specifications of the car parking accommodation and Millennium Square.  The County Architect shall also be entitled to supervise the construction of the Millennium Square.

32
That Alburn shall satisfy South Dublin County Council that sufficient funds are in place for both the payment of the Capital Premium and the undertaking and completing of the proposed agreed development.  Suitable guarantees to this effect will be required prior to the date of execution of the Agreement for Lease.


A satisfactory type of performance bond or similar type of bank guarantee or appropriate step in arrangement to ensure full completion of the entire of the proposed development shall be put in place to the satisfaction of the Law Agent.

This requirement shall include the provision of suitable guarantees whereby funding is ‘ring-fenced’ to ensure completion of the Scheme.  

33
That an appropriate form of indemnification / insurance is put in place indemnifying South Dublin County Council and Dublin City Council, against any claims, actions, demands by the Lessees, Tenants, Occupiers of The Square Shopping Centre and Tuansgate arising from any loss, disturbance, inconvenience, etc. caused by the development of the surface car park area.

34
That for the avoidance of doubt this transaction shall take place between South Dublin County Council on the one hand and Alburn on the other hand ie the present directors of Alburn as at 3rd February,2006.Alburn shall take the Agreement for Lease and perform on the financial and other terms of the Agreement until such time as the Agreement is terminated.

Phase 4 Development

1
That the site area of the development shall be set out clearly on a disposal map (i.e. the Phase 4 site area) which gives the site area and which shall be prepared by the Applicant’s Engineer and agreed with the Council’s Draughtsman following a detailed site survey.

2
That the Council holds the site in fee simple subject to a licence forever granted by the Council to facilitate car parking only on the licenced area.  

3
That Alburn holds a legal interest in the licenced areas and has the agreement of relevant parties sufficient to achieve vacant possession of the Phase 4 site area and to enable the delivery of a scheme of development.

4
That the legal financial representatives of the Council and Alburn shall consult with a view to agreeing an effective, workable and tax efficient form of disposal having regard to existing legal interests and to the statutory background.

If applicable the Council shall be prepared to grant Alburn a Building Licence and/or enter into an agreement for lease to ensure the satisfactory completion of a development within an agreed construction programme which shall not exceed 36 months.
5
That the Council shall receive in perpetuity 10% of all capital accruing from sales, (being the first sale of the said unit, store or area) together with 10% of all rentals, licence fees and all or any other income (but excluding any service charge or operating expenses) arising from the future Phase 4 Development, including any car parking areas. 

The Council shall be entitled to the receipt of any monies so arising within one month of the earliest date of receipt of the monies by Alburn (or its agent) or its successor in title.  Failure to comply with this provision will result in Alburn (or its agent) or its successor in title being liable for interest at the rate of 10% per annum on late payments.

It is recognised by Alburn, its agents and successors in title that all accommodation in the Scheme must be let or sold at full open market values.  All lettings shall be made under modern commercial leases with regular rental reviews at no greater than 5 yearly intervals.  All transactions will be ‘at arms length’.

It is understood between the parties that once a sale takes place neither party has an entitlement to rental income from that unit, store or area.

6
That the Council shall be entitled at any time to call upon Alburn or its successor in title to purchase all or part of the Council’s 10% share in the commercial accommodation in the Phase 4 Development or in any of the residential units not sold.  The purchase price shall be the full open market capital value of the Council’s interest at that time.  An Arbitrator may be appointed in the event of a dispute between the parties – see condition 28 below.
7
That the Council shall be entitled to receive at least one month’s notice in writing of any proposed sale, letting or licence by Alburn (or its agent) or its successor in title in the Phase 4 Development.

8
That, if necessary, the Council shall be entitled to receive a copy of any deed, legal contract or agreement in respect of any sale, letting or licence in the Phase 4 Development.

At the initial stage of development the Council shall receive, for approval, a copy of a typical or standard commercial lease for the Development.


9
That Alburn or its successor in title shall be responsible for all costs associated with the development of the Phase 4 Scheme together with all future repairs and maintenance and any future refurbishment or redevelopment of the Scheme.

10
That Alburn must reach agreement with the Council acting as property owner/grantor, for an appropriate mix of uses consistent with the Council’s vision for the Town Centre on the full Scheme of Development for Phase 4, and lodge for full planning permission for same not later than nine months from the date of signing of the Agreement for Lease or 31/03/2007 whichever is the later.

Failure to comply with this date will result in this agreement being rescinded subject to ‘force majeure’.

11
That Alburn must commence construction of the Phase 4 Development not later than six months from the date of receipt of final planning permission for the Scheme.

Failure to comply with this date will result in this agreement being rescinded.

12
That the disposal shall be by way of building licence / agreement to lease and lease (at eaves level) subject to the Council’s equity sharing arrangement.
13
That the Agreement for Lease will contain terms and conditions deemed appropriate by the Council’s Law Agent in respect of undertaking a development of the nature proposed and will include step-in clauses in favour of the Council in order to protect its interests.

14
That as soon as building works have reached eaves level to the entire of the development and elevation treatment has been completed and if the works has been carried out to the satisfaction of the County Architect, the Council will grant Alburn a Lease of the property.  The Lease shall be for a term of 999 years (commencing from a date to be agreed upon) subject to a rent of €500 per annum.

The Lessee will have the option to acquire the Council’s fee simple interest in the property (subject to the Council’s equity sharing arrangement remaining fully operable) for an amount that is equal to the legal costs of transfer, on satisfactory completion of the entire development as certified by the County Architect.

15
That Alburn shall undertake not to use the site for any other purposes other than that of carrying out the Phase 4 development.

16
That the Agreement for Lease is not to operate as a Lease and it shall not be transferable save in the case of a Financial Institution which has entered into a mortgage with Alburn, which mortgage must be approved by the Council in writing and must have been entered into specifically for the purposes of financing Alburn to undertake the development of the site.

17
That South Dublin County Council reserves the right to re-enter on the site and resume possession thereof (subject to existing title) should Alburn fail to commence and complete the buildings within the specified period or in the event of the bankruptcy or insolvency of Alburn save in the case of a Financial Institution which has entered into a mortgage with Alburn for the purposes of financing the development of the site.

18
That during the building period and pending the grant of the Lease, Alburn will insure the buildings against fire and all other insurable risks with an Approved Insurance Company and pay all necessary premiums.

The insurance shall be in the joint names of Alburn and the Council and will be for such an amount as will provide cover for the full Reinstatement Value of so much of the building as is erected at any time together with a sum for Professional Fees and removal of debris charges.

Alburn shall also indemnify South Dublin County Council against any claim for compensation which might/may be made by any party arising out of building works being carried out on the sites, or any working areas or on any access points thereto.

19
That the developer / lessee shall comply in full with the Social and Affordable housing provisions of the Planning Acts as applied by South Dublin County Council.   

20
That as part of this proposed agreement Alburn, shall if availing of tax incentives, pay at the date of entry onto the site for the purpose of commencing the construction of the development, in one lump sum, the standard and any special Council financial contributions applicable generally in the Council area at that time and required as a condition of the grant of planning permission.

An I.A.P. community linkage contribution at the rate of €2.54 per square foot of gross external floor area, (such payment to apply only to elements which ultimately attract tax incentives) shall be payable (in one lump sum) as at the date of certification by the Local Authority of the development for tax incentives.  Agreement to such community linkage contribution shall form part of the application for planning permission for the proposed development.

No appeal to be made in respect of any of the above mentioned financial contributions.

21
That Alburn should satisfy itself fully in respect of the range of tax incentives available (if any) to the proposed development and timing applicable thereto.  The Council shall not be penalised in any way for the failure of Alburn to avail of tax incentives for the approved scheme within the period of application of the incentives.

22
That Alburn will consult with the necessary authorities and have due regard to the existence of the Luas Line and Terminus and associated underground and overground services, at or adjoining the subject site.

23
That the Council reserve wayleaves where necessary over the subject site for the purposes of access to services.  Such wayleaves to be provided at no cost to the Council.  The agreement of the County Engineer will be required where the relocation of public services is proposed.

24
That Alburn shall be prepared to grant to the Council working wayleaves (if required) over parts of the site area for no consideration in respect of the anticipated future development of the Councils adjoining lands, including the proposed County Arts Centre, subject to the agreed reinstatement of any affected areas by the Council.

25
That an appropriate form of indemnification / insurance is put in place indemnifying South Dublin County Council and Dublin City Council, against any claims, actions, demands by the Lessees, Tenants, Occupiers of The Square and Tuansgate arising from any loss, disturbance, inconvenience, etc. caused by the development of the surface car park area.

26
That Alburn shall satisfy South Dublin County Council that sufficient funds are in place for the undertaking and completing of the proposed development.  Suitable guarantees to this effect will be required prior to the date of execution of the Agreement to Lease.


A satisfactory type of performance bond or similar type of bank guarantee or appropriate step in arrangement to ensure full completion of the entire of the proposed development shall be put in place to the satisfaction of the Law Agent.

This requirement shall include the provision of suitable guarantees whereby funding is ‘ring-fenced’ to ensure completion of the Scheme.  

 27
That all site preparation, development and associated costs incurred in the delivery of the entire completed development shall be borne by Alburn.

28
That the Law Agent shall draft this agreement and may include further terms and conditions as deemed appropriate including an appropriate arbitration clause and a ‘force majeure’ clause.  In the case of disputes concerning valuation issues in the agreement the arbitration clause shall refer to the appointment of a Chartered Valuation Surveyor to act as Arbitrator.  This person to be appointed by agreement between the parties or in default of agreement to be appointed by the President of the Society of Chartered Surveyors in the Republic of Ireland.  The costs of any arbitration to be borne equally by the parties.



29
That this proposal is subject to satisfactory proof of title.

30
That each party shall be responsible for their own professional fees in this case.

31
That for the avoidance of doubt this transaction shall take place between South Dublin County Council on the one hand and Alburn on the other hand ie the present directors of Alburn as at 3rd February,2006.Alburn shall take the Agreement for Lease and perform on the financial and other terms of the Agreement until such time as the Agreement is terminated.

32
Please note that no agreement enforceable at law is created or is intended to be created until an exchange of contract has taken place.

The lands being disposed of form part of lands which came into the Council’s possession following the closure of the Dublin & Blessington Tramway in 1932, part of lands acquired, in 1992, from Dublin Corporation for the provision of the Council’s Offices and part of lands acquired in 1996 from Dublin Corporation under the Scheme of Transfer of Lands, Local Government (Dublin) Act,1993.




Joe Horan

County Manager
APPENDIX

MILLENNIUM SQUARE

(PUBLIC AREA)

POSSIBLE USES
· Market Days

· Exhibitions – Commercial / Cultural

· Concerts

· Street – Theatre / Pageants

· Sports Events

· T.V. and Radio Shows

· Live Entertainment

· Shows – Fashion, etc.

· General Entertainment”
It was proposed by Councillor M. Daly, seconded by Councillor C. King:
“That the contract with Alburn be amended to provide for a College bursary of €20,000 per annum index linked to inflation to be distributed between the second level school of St. Marks and Old Bawn Community School to distribute to students entering third level college.”

A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors M. Daly, M. Murphy, E. Maloney, T. Ridge, E. Tuffy, J. Hannon, C. Keane and J. Lahart.
Mr. J. Walsh and Mr. J. Horan, County Manager responded to the Members and requested that the matter of a College bursary be considered as a separate issue from the disposal.   

Following further discussion the motion was WITHDRAWN.
A roll call vote was taken on the proposed disposal and the result was as follows:

FOR:  TWENTY-FIVE (25)

Councillors M. Ardagh, M. Corr, J. Daly, M. Daly, R. Dowds, T. Gilligan, J. Hannon, C. Jones, C. Keane, D. Keating, C. King, J. Lahart, S. Laing, E. Maloney, F. McCarthy, T. McDermott,  J. Neville, S. O’Connor, G. O’Connell, T. Ridge, E. Tuffy, C. Tyndall, E. Walsh and K. Warren, A. White

AGAINST: ONE (1) 

Councillor M. Murphy.
The report on the disposal was NOTED.

It was AGREED to take Headed Items 11 – 16 at this point in the meeting.

(C/0129/06)
REPORT ON PART 8 LOCAL GOVERNMENT (PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT) REGULATIONS 2001 - THE PROPOSED GREENHILLS – BALLYMOUNT RECONFIGURATION SCHEME
The report by the Manager, which had been circulated was CONSIDERED:
“The attached report was considered at the Tallaght Area Committee Meeting (2) on Tuesday 23rd January 2006.
Following consideration of the report it was recommended by the Committee that the Greenhills Ballymount Reconfiguration Scheme be implemented subject to the following modifications:

a) The revision of the junction of Ballymount Avenue and Calmount Road to avoid Calmount Holding lands 

b) The revision of road marking so as to exclude bus lanes from the Scheme.

It is now proposed to proceed with the scheme subject to the above two

modifications.

MEETING OF TALLAGHT AREA COMMITTEE (2)

MONDAY 23rd JANUARY 2006HEADED ITEM No. 10

REPORT ON PART 8 LOCAL GOVERNMENT (PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT) REGULATIONS 2001

CONTENTS

1.0 Introduction

2.0 Consultation Process

3.0 Written Submissions

4.0 Submissions and Observations – Details and Responses.

5.0 Summary

1.0
Introduction

Part 8 of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001 (S.I. No. 600 of 2001) prescribes the requirements in respect of Local Authority Development for the purposes of Section 179 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000. The Regulations apply to the proposed works involved in the Greenhills Ballymount Reconfiguration Scheme.

The proposed works as displayed consist of the following: -

1. Construction of approximately 570 metres of 13 metre wide carriageway to include bus lanes in both directions between the Greenhills Road bridge over the M50 eastwards to Ballymount Avenue.

2. Upgrading of Ballymount Avenue from a 9.0 metre to 13.0 metre carriageway to include bus lanes in both directions.

3. Upgrading of Calmount Road to a 13.0 metre carriageway to include bus lanes in both directions from its junction with Ballymount Avenue eastwards for approximately 590 metres.

4. Construction of approximately 320 metres of 13 metre wide carriageway to include bus lanes in both directions between the eastern end of Calmount Road and Greenhills Road, thereby linking the two roads.

5. Construction of a new signal controlled junction at the junction of Calmount Road and Ballymount Avenue to include a bus bypass of the junction in the outbound direction.

6. Construction of new signal controlled junctions at the junction of Calmount Road and Calmount Avenue and the junction of the realigned Greenhills Road and the proposed Limekiln Road Extension.

7. Construction of a new roundabout on Greenhills Road together with approximately 50 metres of 9.0m wide carriageway linking the new roundabout with Calmount Avenue.

8. Construction of cycletracks and footpaths.

9. Installation of bus lane pre-signals and bus gate on the inbound direction on Ballymount Avenue and Calmount Road respectively.

10. Provision of drainage and associated features.

11. Provision of public lighting, road markings and signage.

The road will have a 50 kph speed limit

2.0
Consultation Process

The proposal was advertised in accordance with Part 8 of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001 and was on public display from Thursday 14th July 2005 until Thursday 11th August 2005. Any person wishing to make a submission or observation with respect to the proposed works was invited to do so in writing. The latest date for receipt of submissions regarding the proposed works was 8th September 2005.

3.0
Written Submissions

Eighteen written submissions, which are included in full in Appendix 1, were received from the following: -

1. Quality Bus Network Office (QBN), Project Manager, Ciarán de Burca, 4th Floor, WorldCom Building, Lower Erne Street, Dublin 2.

2. Water Maintenance Section, SDCC. 

3. Roads and Traffic Department, SDCC. 

4. Water Management Section, SDCC.
5. Planning Department.
6. BWG Foods Ltd., Mr. Graham Walters, Operations Director, Greenhills Road, Walkinstown, Dublin 12.

7. Mr. Joseph Walsh, Ballymount Road Upper, Tallaght, Dublin 24.

8. Mr. Gerry McDonnell, mcdonneg@indigo.ie, 4 Kippure Avenue, Greenpark, Dublin 12.

9. John & Mairead Davis, j.davis10@ntlworld.ie, 15 Keadeen Avenue, Green Park, Walkinstown, Dublin 12.

10. Ms. Elizabeth Collier, ashcollier13@hotmail.com, 13 Keadeen Avenue, Greenpark, Walkinstown, Dublin 12.

11. Ms. Maureen Horan, maureen.horan@shenickgroup.com.

12. Michael & Elizabeth O’Doherty, 16 Keadeen Ave, Greenpark, Dublin 12.

13. Ms. Mary Grassick, South Dublin Chamber of Commerce, Tallaght Business Centre, Whitestown Business Park, Dublin 24.

14. Greenpark Residents Association, Christopher Merrigan & Bernadette Hynes, 13 Glendoo Close, Greenpark, Walkinstown, Dublin 12.

15. Eugene & Sam Doran, Kilnamanagh House, Greenhills Road, Dublin 12.

16. Tom Philips Associates, Mr. John Gannon, The Chancery, 3-10 Chancery Lane, Dublin 8.

17. Dublin Transportation Office (DTO), Floor 3, Hainault House, 69-71 St. Stephens Green, Dublin 2.

18. Mr. Patrick McDonald, Greenhills Lodge, Greenhills Road, Walkinstown, Dublin 12.

A file containing the submissions is available at the meeting.

4.0
Submissions and Observations – Details and Responses.

Comments and Observations received from the eighteen submissions and Responses to each are as follows:

1.
Quality Bus Network Office (QBN), Project Manager, Ciarán de Burca, 4th Floor, WorldCom Building, Lower Erne Street, Dublin 2.


The submission describes the history of the establishment of the Quality Bus Network Project Office (QBNPO), the high bus numbers on Greenhills Road, the need for a QBC on Greenhills Road and work carried out to date on the project.

The submission states that the QBN Office prepared a concept design and feasibility report for the scheme in 2004. An examination of options found that ‘due to the poor alignment and relative narrowness of the existing Greenhills Road, the only feasible option was to use the road reservations in the South Dublin County Council Development Plan to provide for new wider roads, with bus lanes, off-line’.
The submission states that ‘co-funding will be made for the bus priority section of the scheme through the Traffic Management Grants Budget’.

 The submission states that the QBNPO ‘welcomes the publication of the details of the Greenhills/ Ballymount Reconfiguration, which is a key element of the proposed Greenhills Road QBC’.
The submission further states that ‘the Quality Bus Network Project Office strongly supports the proposed Greenhills/ Ballymount Reconfiguration as a key element of both the Greenhills Road QBC and the broader Quality Bus Network in southwest Dublin’.

Response: No comments as submission supports the Part 8 proposal. 

2.
Water Maintenance, SDCC.
This submission states that the ‘Water Maintenance Section has no objection to the scheme subject to the recommendations of the Water Area Engineer being accommodated in the detailed design’. The submission lists water infrastructure affected by the scheme and possible action required.

Response:

All utility / service providers will be contacted at detailed design stage and impact on all services (including water services) will be identified and dealt with in conjunction with, and to the requirements of, each individual utility / service provider.

3.
Roads & Traffic Department, SDCC.

This submission states that ‘cycle facilities should be designed and provided in accordance with the current Cycle Design Manual’.

The submission also states that ‘cycle tracks are marked through junctions, 
Response:
Cycle facilities have been designed and provided in accordance with the current Cycle Design Manual and to South Dublin County Council’s standards. Detailed design of the scheme will conform to the Cycle Design Standard current at that time.

All junctions have been assessed individually. The detail design of each junction will be discussed with, and subject to the approval of, the Traffic Section of the Roads and Traffic Department of South Dublin County Council.

 4.
Water Management Section, SDCC.

This submission concerns the same issue as Submission No. 2 and describes in greater detail requirements in relation to water services.

Response: 

All utility / service providers will be contacted at detailed design stage and impact on all services (including water services) will be identified and dealt with in conjunction with, and to the requirements of, each individual utility / service provider.

5. Planning Department, SDCC.

This submission outlines a description of the proposed scheme, its context in relation to Zoning and Road Objectives vis-à-vis the County Development Plan. 

The submission further states the following:

‘The proposed Greenhills Reconfiguration at Ballymount is an objective of the Development Plan 2004-2010 as set out in the written statement and maps. 

Road designs should have regard to the sustainable place making model as outlined in Section 11.8 – Road Design Considerations – of the Development Plan 2004-2010, if applicable.

The drawings displayed do not detail items such as landscaping and boundary treatment. This is a detail that may need addressing to ensure that open spaces are adequately dealt with to avoid security and anti-social behaviour issues’.
Response: 

The proposed scheme involves the upgrading and realignment of Greenhills Road. The scheme has and will have regard to the sustainable place making model as outlined in Section 11.8 – Road Design Considerations – of the Development Plan 2004-2010, where applicable.

Details such as landscaping and boundary treatment will be to South Dublin County Council standards. 

6. BWG Foods Ltd., Mr. Graham Walters, Operations Director, Greenhills Road, Walkinstown, Dublin 12.

This submission states the following:

a) The acquisition of 1.6 acres or approximately 25% of the BWG site is required for the road realignment.

b) The scheme would have serious implications for the successful operations of the company.

c) The planned road would negate any possibility of future expansion, increase in car parking or upgrade of vehicular circulation.

d) The proposed road raises significant environmental concerns by the close proximity of the realigned road and the removal of existing trees.

e) The scheme would ‘generate serious environmental health issues. Dust, noise, and possibly vermin and sewerage issues will have to be avoided’. 

f) Should the project proceed, the proximity and height of the road will permanently increase dust and noise within the facility.

The submission also states that ‘Finally while BWG Foods consider that this proposed project is a threat to the viability of our existing facility here in Walkinstown, and consequently to the jobs of a significant number of local families, we are prepared to continue discussions with SDCC to agree a satisfactory solution which is mutually beneficial to SDCC and BWG. A solution which will compensate BWG for all necessary works carried out to allow us to remain on site, for all land acquired by SDCC, for any reduction in value of the retained site and for all reasonable fees and costs occurred’.

Response: 
Discussions are at an advanced stage with BWG Foods in relation to the affect on their business on Greenhills Road and accommodation measures to be put into place, which would facilitate construction of the scheme and address BWG concerns. 

Details have been prepared showing how the road can be constructed whilst leaving BWG operations unaffected. A new entrance to replace the existing sub-standard entrance to BWG has been prepared and incorporated in the Part 8 design. Temporary car parking layouts and a final car parking layout, which increase the existing carparking by 28%, have been prepared and agreed with BWG Foods.

Impact on BWG Foods lands including the acquisition of the lands necessary for the scheme, reduction in value of the site etc. will be the subject of compensation.  

7. Mr. Joseph Walsh, Ballymount Road Upper, Tallaght, Dublin 24.

This submission concerns a garage business on Ballymount Road and the impact on the business if the road becomes a cul-de-sac, which ‘will completely extinguish passing trade’ and remove a substantial portion of existing customers.

The submission also states ‘furthermore the effect of closing the road at the Greenhills Road end would make it far more difficult for existing customers from the Kilnamanagh, Tymon North and surrounding areas to access the garage. If Ballymount Road Upper is closed at the bottom of the hill I will lose business from the Ballymount Industrial Estate area’.  

Response:
The existing Ballymount Road Upper at the location is question is narrow and on a very steep gradient. The road cross-section and vertical alignment is therefore sub-standard and is a safety risk for both pedestrian and vehicular traffic. The junction of Ballymount Road Upper and Greenhills Road is also sub-standard.

The Scheme has been a Roads Objective in County Development Plans dating back to the early 1980’s. It is an objective of the South Dublin County Development Plan 2004 – 2010. The various elements of the Scheme form the following Objectives of the Development Plan 2004 – 2010:

a) The Scheme is a 6-year Roads Objective for Regional Roads.

b) The Scheme is a proposed Cycle Route Network Objective.

The junction of Ballymount Road Upper and Greenhills Road will be closed as part of the Scheme. Access to the southern end of Ballymount Road Upper will be via the existing road network within the Ballymount Industrial area, which will also be served by the realigned Greenhills Road.

8. Mr. Gerry McDonnell, 4 Kippure Ave, Greenpark, Dublin 12.

This submission concerns both the Greenhills Ballymount Reconfiguration Scheme and the Limekiln Road Extension Scheme. Issues relating to the Greenhills Ballymount Reconfiguration Scheme are as follows:

1) Through Traffic.

The current traffic set-up into, within and exiting Green Park is discussed including the extent of ‘rat-running’ through the estate and the resultant ‘major negative impact on our quality of life in this area’.

The submission seeks clarification in how ‘the Council, in implementing the above proposed schemes, proposes to either eliminate or to substantially reduce the amount of through traffic through this estate while at the same time facilitating residents in their usage of the estate and its environs’.
2)
Bus Service.

This point queries the ‘impact and consequences of the proposed schemes on the provision of existing and proposed public bus services which currently have bus stops on both sides of the existing Greenhills Road where it bounds the estate. Please clarify how the County Council, in implementing the schemes, proposes, in conjunction with Dublin Bus, to ensure that there will be no diminution in bus services for residents of the estate’.
3) Existing Greenhills Road.

‘What options is the County Council considering about that part of the existing Greenhills Road that fronts the estate and that will be abandoned as a result of the above-proposed schemes?’
Response: 

1) It is anticipated that the Greenhills Ballymount Reconfiguration will have little impact on through-traffic within Green Park. However, it is anticipated that the Limekiln Road Extension will reduce the extent of ‘rat-running’ that currently exists within Green Park.

2) Bus services and bus stops are under the sole control of Dublin Bus. Dublin Bus and the QBN Project Office has been involved with the Greenhills Ballymount Reconfiguration Scheme (see also Submission No. 1) since an early stage. Dublin Bus has also received drawings of the Scheme showing affected bus stops and is examining the situation.

South Dublin County Council will continue to liaise and assist Dublin Bus on this issue.

3) The existing Greenhills Road will remain open to traffic to/from Green Park via the ‘dip’ and for local access.

9. John & Mairead Davis, 15 Keadeen Avenue, Green Park, Walkinstown, Dublin 12.

See submission 12 below.

10. Ms. Elizabeth Collier, 13 Keadeen Avenue, Greenpark, Walkinstown, Dublin 12.

See submission 12 below.

11. Ms. Maureen Horan, maureen.horan@shenickgroup.com.

See submission 12 below.

12. Michael & Elizabeth O’Doherty, 16 Keadeen Ave, Greenpark, Dublin 12.

Submission 9, 10, 11 & 12 have similar content and are addressed together.

These submissions concern the following:

1. Concern about the closure of the Greenhills Road, which will result in the loss of pedestrian access to Walkinstown Roundabout and the ESSO garage/shop on Greenhills Road (adjacent to the junction of Greenhills Road and Ballymount Road Upper).

2. Closure of Greenhills Road will result in health & safety concerns, as it would be more difficult for Gardai and emergency services to reach Green Park.

3. The closure of the Greenhills Road would close the main access to Walkinstown.

4. ‘ I would like to propose that the current Greenhills Road is left open to local traffic in addition to the proposed new road. In order to gain access to our estate from Walkinstown Roundabout under the proposed new road layout, this would mean a considerable detour in terms of time’.

5.
‘I would rather if the Greenhills Road and the “hill” be left open along with the new road as I feel the traffic can run smoother for all areas of the estate’.

6.
‘If this road is closed to traffic it will become a quiet dark isolated road which would be unsafe for pedestrians such as housewives without access to cars during the day or older children or teenagers who currently walk to Walkinstown Roundabout or to the ESSO garage.


I feel this problem could be addressed if the ‘hill’ down into Green Park is closed to traffic but the Greenhills Road is left open to allow traffic pass up and down it’.
7.
The impact of the scheme on existing bus routes and bus stops raises concerns.

Response: 

1 to 6
Closure of the access from Greenhills Road to Green Park via the ‘dip’ is not proposed under this Scheme i.e. this access will remain open.

Pedestrian access will be maintained on the existing Greenhills Road to facilitate access to Walkinstown Roundabout and the ESSO garage.

The difference in car journey distances and times associated with the existing and proposed road layouts, between Green Park and Walkinstown, will be minimal.  

7.
Bus services and bus stops are under the sole control of Dublin Bus. Dublin Bus and the QBN Project Office has been involved with the Greenhills Ballymount Reconfiguration Scheme (see also Submission No. 1) since an early stage. Dublin Bus has also received drawings of the Scheme showing affected bus stops and is examining the situation. South Dublin County Council will continue to liaise and assist Dublin Bus on this issue.

13. opportunities for Ms. Mary Grassick, South Dublin Chamber of Commerce, Tallaght Business Centre, Whitestown Business Park, Dublin 24.

This submission outlines the support of the South Dublin Chamber of Commerce for the proposed scheme. The submission states that ‘The Chamber supports this proposed reconfiguration as part of the overall Traffic Management Plan for the area. It believes that the overall Plan will significantly assist in improving traffic flow and in particular, help to divert industrial vehicles away from residential areas. The work at Greenhills / Ballymount is an essential part of that process. We welcome the inclusion of bus lanes in both directions’.
The Chamber of Commerce outlines the following specific concerns.

‘The prime concern of the business community relate to the construction period itself. We strongly urge that in order to minimise disruption to traffic flow and to industry in the area, that building work be carried out during the summer months of June, July and August. We hope that this work can be undertaken next summer. We would be concerned if delays resulted in construction work in the run-up to Christmas. 

In addition, we request that adequate notice (of at least two weeks) be provided to the Chamber and to businesses operating in the area as to the date of commencement of construction works and the likely time period involved.

At all times, it is essential to ensure that there are 

Response: 

The majority of the works associated with the Scheme are off existing roads. Works on road will be subject to detailed traffic management plans.

Commencement of work will depend on completion of the planning process, land acquisition, site investigations, detailed design and the tender procedure. These items will not be complete in time for a summer 2006 start on site.

The South Dublin Chamber of Commerce will be informed in advance of the date of commencement and the construction timescale.

14. Greenpark Residents Association, Christopher Merrigan & Bernadette Hynes, 13 Glendoo Close, Greenpark, Walkinstown, Dublin 12.

This submission concerns both the Greenhills Ballymount Reconfiguration Scheme and the Limekiln Road Extension Scheme. In relation to the Greenhills Ballymount Reconfiguration the Association state that it opposes all aspects of the proposed Scheme until:

1. SDCC provide detailed information as to how they expect the plan to impact the residents of Greenpark in relation to:

· Traffic volumes through Greenpark estate and the Limekiln Road.

· Access to public transport.

· Partial closure of the current Greenhills Road.
2. Concerns about volumes of traffic through Greenpark estate from Limekiln/Templeogue direction to the proposed new supermarket are addressed.

3. Sufficient time is allocated by SDCC to allow residents achieve consensus on outstanding issues relative to the proposed roads adjustments.

4.
The submission also states that the ‘period allocated by SDCC for consultation i.e. 6 weeks (extended to 8 weeks) has proved totally inadequate’.
Response: 

1. It is anticipated that the Greenhills Ballymount Reconfiguration will result in little, if any, change to traffic volumes through Green Park Estate. The Limekiln Road Extension is however expected to reduce through-traffic within Green Park Estate. It is expected that traffic volumes will however increase on Limekiln Road.

Bus services and bus stops are under the sole control of Dublin Bus. Dublin Bus and the QBN Project Office has been involved with the Greenhills Ballymount Reconfiguration Scheme (see also Submission No. 1) since an early stage. Dublin Bus has also received drawings of the Scheme showing affected bus stops and is currently examining the situation. South Dublin County Council will continue to liaise and assist Dublin Bus on this issue.

The existing Greenhills Road will remain open to traffic to/from Green Park via the ‘dip’ and for local access.

2. It is considered that the Greenhills Ballymount Reconfiguration has no relevance to traffic that travels through Green Park Estate associated with the new supermarket.  It is considered that such traffic will be in place irrespective of whether the proposed realignment scheme is implemented or not.

 3 & 4.
The requirement of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001 (S.I. No. 600 of 2001) in relation to Part 8 Planning procedures is as follows:

· Plans and particulars to be available for inspection for a period of not less than four weeks.

· Submissions or observations with respect to the proposed development may be made in writing before a specified date, which shall not be less than 2 weeks after the period for inspection of plans and particulars.

The plans and particulars were on official display from Thursday 14th July 2005 until Thursday 11th August 2005, a period of four weeks in compliance with the Regulations.

The latest date for receipt of submissions regarding the proposed works was 8th September 2005, a period of four weeks after the period for inspection of plans and particulars.

15. Eugene & Sam Doran, Kilnamanagh House, Greenhills Road, Dublin 12.

This submission concerns access to and from Kilnamanagh House, which is at the Kilnamanagh end of the section of the Greenhills Road that will be severed. The following points are raised:

1) The additional distance to travel as a result of the scheme.

2) The resultant cul-de-sac that will result on Greenhills Road, which ‘will undoubtedly receive no maintenance’ and ‘will become something of a dump for burnt out cars’.

3) ‘Our house will be severely devalued’.

4) ‘The road giving access to and from Greenhills Road from the Greenpark Residential Area will effectively lead nowhere’.

5) The suggestion is made that ‘if the existing Greenhills Road has to be closed off, that it should be closed off at a point which gives us and indeed the residents of Greenpark continued access down the existing Greenhills Road onto the new Greenhills Road’.
Response:
1. The existing Greenhills Road is sub-standard in term of horizontal alignment and cross section. It is narrow at numerous locations, which severely restricts upgrading of the road. The preferred upgrade solution, which has been adopted under numerous Development Plans, is to the detail of the reconfiguration contained in the Part 8 Planning Proposal. The Scheme is an objective of the South Dublin County Development Plan 2004 – 2010.

2. The access to Green Park from Greenhills Road via the ‘dip’ will remain open to traffic and will effectively rule out this section of the existing Greenhills Road becoming a cul-de-sac.

3. No comment.

4. Comments as per Point 2.

5. Comments as per Point 2.

16. Tom Philips Associates, Mr. John Gannon, The Chancery, 3-10 Chancery Lane, Dublin 8.

This submission has been prepared on behalf of Calmount Holdings Ltd. The submission objects to the necessary acquisition of Calmount Holding Ltd lands at the junction of Calmount Road and Ballymount Avenue. The lands affected form part of an approved  permission within Calmount Estate and will impact on the car parking layout.

Response: 

South Dublin County Council was aware of the proposed plans for this site. Impact on Calmount lands was very local to the junction of Ballymount Avenue and Calmount Road and affected a number of car parking spaces within the proposed development.

The layout of the junction at Calmount Road / Ballymount Avenue is considered to be the optimum layout, which can be revised to exclude the necessity for acquisition of Calmount lands. It is therefore proposed to revise the junction layout to avoid the necessity for acquisition of Calmount lands. Calmount Holding Ltd has been advised accordingly.

17. Dublin Transportation Office (DTO),. 
The DTO submitted one single submission covering five separate Part 8 schemes, namely a) The Greenhills Road Realignment at Parkview, b) Greenhills/Ballymount Reconfiguration, c) Limekiln Road Extension, d) Robinhood/Ballymount Reconfiguration and e) Embankment Road Extension.

The submission makes a general comment as follows:

‘The DTO supports three of the above schemes in principle as they are related to projects referred to in the DTO Strategy “A Platform for Change” under the category ‘Non-national Roads Projects – Metropolitan Area. These are a) The Greenhills Road Realignment at Parkview, b) Greenhills/Ballymount Reconfiguration and c) Embankment Road Extension’.

DTO comments particular to the Robinhood/Ballymount Reconfiguration scheme are as follows:

1. An initial examination of all these schemes taken together would indicate the provision of a new and interrelated orbital and radial route in the South Dublin County Council area. In particular, the Robinhood extension, the Limekiln extension and the reconfiguration of the Greenhills Road would appear to provide for a new orbital route between the Long Mile Road/Naas Road and Wellington Lane, which connects with the N81.

2. The DTO would recommend that an assessment be undertaken which takes all of the schemes into account (assessment elements are detailed).

3. It is the opinion of the DTO that under the Road Act 1993-2001 and the regulations made thereunder, the road authority (South Dublin County Council) may be required to prepare an EIS for a number of the road schemes.

4.  The DTO would welcome the opportunity to discuss certain design elements with the local authority, in particular

· Road cross-section and lane width.

· Continuity of bus and cycle provision.

· Cycle provision through junctions.

· Pedestrian crossing facilities.

· The interaction between HGV’s and vulnerable road users’.
Response: 

1.
The proposed roads do form a connection between the Naas Road and Wellington Road, as do existing roads. The proposed roads will not be to the standard of an ‘orbital’ road and will therefore not have the capacity for such a use.

2.
The Scheme has been a Roads Objective in numerous County Development Plans. It is an objective of the South Dublin County Development Plan 2004 – 2010. The various elements of the Scheme form the following Objectives of the Development Plan 2004 – 2010:

· The realigned road is a 6-year Roads Objective.

· The provision of cycle facilities is a proposed Cycle Route Network Objective.

The Scheme also forms part of the Integrated Framework Plan for Land Use and Transportation for the Tallaght Area (IFPLUT). The Plan, finalised in 2003, was commissioned by South Dublin County Council and the Dublin Transportation Office (DTO). Its purpose was to establish a strategy to maximise the potential benefit of sustainable development of the area and to fully utilise proposals for improving public transport and highway systems, together with cycling and walking facilities. The Greenhills Ballymount Scheme forms part of the proposed cycle and road network improvements examined under IFPLUT.

3.
Bus lanes have been included to accommodate the requirements of the QBN Office and the DTO. Whilst it is our opinion that South Dublin County Council is not contravening the EIS requirements, it is now proposed to revise the scheme’s road markings so as to exclude the bus lanes from the Scheme. Provision of the bus lanes at a later date would be a matter for the QBN Office / DTO.

4.
The Scheme has been designed to current road standards. South Dublin County Council will discuss appropriate design elements with the DTO.

18.
Mr. Patrick McDonald, Greenhills Lodge, Greenhills Road.

This submission states that ‘I wish to state that at present, the exit and entrance to my home at the above address is dangerous, at peak times especially, with cyclists on the footpath. The proposed widening will make things more difficult as my entrance gate is in line with the high wall’.
Response: 


The road widening at this location is predominantly on the opposite side of the road. A dedicated footpath and cycle track is being provided in front of the property. The footpath is located closest to the entrance gate and boundary wall, with the cycle track being located between the footpath and the road. This will result in a safer situation than currently exists at the entrance.  

5.0
Summary

The various works proposed under the Greenhills Ballymount Reconfiguration Scheme are in accordance with the 2004-2010 County Development Plan and with the proper Planning and Development of the area.

It is therefore proposed to proceed with the Greenhills Ballymount Reconfiguration Scheme subject to the following:

a)
The revision of the junction of Ballymount Avenue and Calmount Road to avoid Calmount Holding lands. 

b)
The revision of road marking so as to exclude bus lanes from the Scheme.

   The scheme will be funded from Development Levies.

A slide is available at the meeting”
The report was NOTED and it was AGREED that the proposed development be carried out as recommended in the Manager’s Report.

(C/0130/06)
REP0RT ON PART 8 LOCAL GOVERNMENT (PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT) REGULATIONS 2001 - THE PROPOSED ROBINHOOD – BALLYMOUNT RECONFIGURATION SCHEME
The report by the Manager, which had been circulated was CONSIDERED:
The attached report was considered at the Tallaght Area Committee Meeting (2) on Tuesday 23rd January 2006.
Following consideration of the report it was recommended by the Committee that the scheme as advertised be implemented.

It is now proposed to proceed with the scheme as advertised.
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1.0
Introduction

Part 8 of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001 (S.I. No. 600 of 2001) prescribes the requirements in respect of Local Authority Development for the purposes of Section 179 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000. The Regulations apply to the proposed works involved in the provision of a new road linking Merrywell Industrial Estate Distributor Road (currently closed to traffic) with Robinhood Road.

The proposed works consists of the following: -

1. Construction of approximately 440 metres of 9.0 metre wide carriageway linking Merrywell Industrial Estate Distributor Road (currently closed to traffic) with Robinhood Road. Local road widening occurs in the vicinity of junctions.
2. Construction of a new link road approximately 75 metres in length linking the new road and the severed western section of Robinhood Road resulting in a cul-de-sac on the existing Robinhood Road to the East of the proposed junction.

3. Local widening of Ballymount Road for a distance of approximately 380 metres to include right and left turn lanes on the approach to its junction with Ballymount Avenue.
4. Construction of cycle lanes and footpaths including construction of cycle lanes on Merrywell Industrial Estate Distributor Road (currently closed to traffic).

5. Installation of a new upsized surface water culvert on the Commock River, which is located at the eastern end of Robinhood Road.

6. Installation of new signal control at the junction of Ballymount Road and Ballymount Avenue.

7. Provision of drainage and associated features.

8. Provision of public lighting, road markings and signage.

The new road will have a 50KPH speed limit.

2.0
Consultation Process

The proposal was advertised in accordance with Part 8 of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001 and was on public display from Thursday 14th July 2005 until Thursday 11th August 2005. Any person wishing to make a submission or observation with respect to the proposed works was invited to do so in writing. The latest date for receipt of submissions regarding the proposed works was 8th September 2005.

3.0
Written Submissions

Eleven written submissions were received from the following: -

1. Aishlin Coleman Architects, Mr. Alex Simpson (on behalf of Heiton Buckley Builder Merchants), 1 Grants Row, Lower Mount Street, Dublin 2.

2. Roads & Traffic Department, SDCC.  

3. Water Maintenance, SDCC. 

4. Water Management Section, SDCC.

5. Planning Department, SDCC.

6. Bridies Sandwich Bar, St. Anthonys, Robinhood Road, Dublin 22.

7. Ms. Mary Grassick, South Dublin Chamber of Commerce, Tallaght Business Centre, Whitestown Business Park, Dublin 24.

8. Heiton Buckley Builder Merchants, Mr. Eddie Kelly, Ashfield, Naas Road, Clondalkin, Dublin 22.

9. A & L Goodbody Solictors (on behalf of Heiton Buckley Builder Merchants), International Financial Services Centre, North Wall Quay, Dublin 1.

10. Dublin Transportation Office (DTO), Floor 3, Hainault House, 69-71 St Stephens Green, Dublin 2.

11. Aidan Powell & Associates Architects, Mr. Aidan Powell, on behalf of Galco Steel Ltd, 27-28 Lower Mount Pleasant Avenue, Rathmines, Dublin 6.

A file containing the submissions is available at the meeting.

4.0
Submissions and Observations – Details and Responses.

Comments and Observations received from the eleven submissions and Responses to each are as follows:

1.
Aishlin Coleman Architects (on behalf of Heiton Buckley Builder Merchants).


Ashlin Coleman Architects state that the Scheme will result in a loss of up to 30% of Heiton Buckleys yard and that they ‘formally object to this development as it will impact directly on our client’s day to day operations, and will have a detrimental effect on their business, with potential job losses through loss of work and storage space’.

Response: 

The Scheme has been a Roads Objective in County Development Plans dating back to the early 1980’s. It is an objective of the South Dublin County Development Plan 2004 – 2010. The various elements of the Scheme form the following Objectives of the Development Plan 2004 – 2010:

a) The extension/connection of the road within Merrywell Estate to Robinhood Road and thereafter to the Long Mile Road is a 6-year Roads Objective.

b) 
The upgrading of the existing road within Merrywell Industrial Estate and its extension/connection to Robinhood Road and thereafter to the Long Mile Road is a proposed Cycle Route Network Objective.

c) The upgrading of Ballymount Road Lower in the vicinity of its junction with Ballymount Avenue forms a Long Term Roads Objective.

Impact on Heiton Buckley lands will be dealt with by way of compensation. Currently discussions are ongoing with Heiton Buckley in relation to the impact on their property / business. Assistance is also being provided by South Dublin County Council to Heiton Buckley in relation to their procurement of adjacent lands to facilitate reorganisation of their business.

2.
Roads & Traffic Section, SDCC.

This submission states that ‘cycle facilities should be designed and provided in accordance with the current Cycle Design Manual’.

The submission also includes an attached email from SDCC, Roads & Traffic Department which states that ‘cycle tracks are marked through junctions, I am not in favour of this as it may describe a priority that does not always exist’.

Response: 

Cycle facilities have been designed and provided in accordance with the current Cycle Design Manual and to South Dublin County Councils standards. Detailed design of the scheme will conform to the Cycle Design Standard current at that time.

All junctions have been assessed individually. The detailed design of each junction will be discussed with, and subject to the approval of, the Traffic Section of the Roads and Traffic Department of South Dublin County Council.

3.
Water Maintenance, SDCC.
This submission states that the ‘Water Maintenance Section has no objection to the scheme subject to the recommendations of the Water Area Engineer being accommodated in the detailed design’. The submission lists water infrastructure affected by the scheme and possible action required.

Response: 

All utility / service providers will be contacted at detailed design stage and impact on all services (including water services) will be identified and dealt with in conjunction with, and to the requirements of, each individual utility / service provider.

 4.
Water Management Section, SDCC.

This submission concerns the same issue as Submission No. 3 and describes in greater detail requirements in relation to water services.

Response: 

All utility / service providers will be contacted at detailed design stage and impact on all services (including water services) will be identified and dealt with in conjunction with, and to the requirements of, each individual utility / service provider.

5. Planning Department, SDCC.

This submission outlines a description of the proposed scheme, its context in relation to Zoning and Road Objectives vis-à-vis the County Development Plan and comments that:

‘The proposed road scheme is an objective of the Development Plan 2004-2010 as set out in the written statement and maps. 

Road designs should have regard to the sustainable place making model as outlined in Section 11.8 – Road Design Considerations – of the Development Plan 2004-2010, if applicable.

The drawings displayed do not detail items such as landscaping and boundary treatment. This is a detail that may need addressing to ensure that open spaces are adequately dealt with to avoid security and anti-social behaviour issues’.
Response
The proposed scheme involves the upgrading of existing and provision of new roads. The scheme has and will have regard to the sustainable place making model as outlined in Section 11.8 – Road Design Considerations – of the Development Plan 2004-2010, where applicable.

Details such as landscaping and boundary treatment will be to South Dublin County Council standards. 

6. Bridies Sandwich Bar, St. Anthonys, Robinhood Road, Dublin 22.

This submission concerns a business on Robinhood Road and states that ‘I feel I must submit this objection to the going ahead of this road, the reason being I have a sandwich bar on Robinhood Rd and I feel that my livelihood and that of my staff will be affected due to a road closure, temporary or otherwise’.
Response: 

It is anticipated that there will be no road closure associated with the scheme. There may be a very temporary disruption to traffic during tie-in works and with works on existing roads. This work however is minimal and will be of short duration.

7. Ms. Mary Grassick, South Dublin Chamber of Commerce, Tallaght Business Centre, Whitestown Business Park, Dublin 24.

This submission outlines the support of the South Dublin Chamber of Commerce for the proposed scheme. The submission states that ‘The Chamber supports this proposed reconfiguration as part of the overall Traffic Management Plan for the area. It believes that the overall Plan will significantly assist in improving traffic flow and in particular, help to divert industrial vehicles away from residential areas. The work at Robinhood/Ballymount is an essential part of that process. Linking the Merrywell Industrial Estate Road with the Robinhood Road is a much needed development’.
The Chamber of Commerce outlines the following specific concerns.

‘The prime concern of the business community relate to the construction period itself. We strongly urge that in order to minimise disruption to traffic flow and to industry in the area, that building work be carried out during the summer months of June, July and August. We hope that this work can be undertaken next summer. We would be concerned if delays resulted in construction work in the run-up to Christmas. 

In addition, we request that adequate notice (of at least two weeks) be provided to the Chamber and to businesses operating in the area as to the date of commencement of construction works and the likely time period involved.

At all times, it is essential to ensure that there are sufficient opportunities for traffic movement in the area during the construction period’.
Response: 

The majority of the works associated with the Scheme are off existing roads. Works on road will be subject to detailed traffic management plans.

Commencement of work will depend on completion of the planning process, land acquisition, site investigations, detailed design and the tender procedure. These items will not be complete in time for a summer 2006 start on site.

The South Dublin Chamber of Commerce will be informed in advance of the date of commencement and the construction timescale.

8. Heiton Buckley Builder Merchants, Mr. Eddie Kelly, Ashfield, Naas Road, Clondalkin, Dublin 22.

Mr. Kelly, C.E.O. Heiton Trade, states ’We have had to instruct our solicitors to lodge an objection to the proposed Robinhood/Ballymount reconfiguration in view of the proposed road route and the devastating impact this will have on our site’. He further states ‘However, without prejudice to this, we are willing to sit down and discuss this further with you, in particular we would like you to consider the feasibility of relocating the road slightly north west so as to reduce the land taken from us and allow our business to remain viable’.
Response: 

The road alignment has already been moved north west so as to reduce land take from Heiton Buckley. There is no scope for any further movement of the road without reduction in road standard and road safety. 

The Scheme has been a Roads Objective in County Development Plans dating back to the early 1980’s. It is an objective of the South Dublin County Development Plan 2004 – 2010. The various elements of the Scheme form the following Objectives of the Development Plan 2004 – 2010:

a) The extension/connection of the road within Merrywell Estate to Robinhood Road and thereafter to the Long Mile Road is a 6-year Roads Objective.

b) The upgrading of the existing road within Merrywell Industrial Estate and its extension/connection to Robinhood Road and thereafter to the Long Mile Road is a proposed Cycle Route Network Objective.

c) The upgrading of Ballymount Road Lower in the vicinity of its junction with Ballymount Avenue forms a Long Term Roads Objective.

Impact on Heiton Buckley lands will be dealt with by way of compensation. Currently discussions are ongoing with Heiton Buckley in relation to the impact on their property / business. Assistance is also being provided by South Dublin County Council to Heiton Buckley in relation to their procurement of adjacent lands to facilitate reorganisation of their business.
9. A & L Goodbody Solictors (on behalf of Heiton Buckley Builder Merchants).
This submission objects to the proposed scheme on the following issues.

‘1.
The proposed scheme in its present design will adversely affect the proper planning and sustainable development of the area and is inconsistent with it. The road will destroy a sizable business, impact on traffic adversely, and has not been properly considered.

2.
The proposed development will result in the acquisition of approximately 2 acres of Heiton Buckley’s lands on Robinhood Road. Due to the nature of our clients’ business, such a sizable acquisition of land will render this commercial operation unviable and will result in the closure of the site. This will have implications for both management and staff (in excess of 75 people are employed here) and will adversely affect both local employment and the services which Heiton Buckley have provided to a general hinterland for in excess of 30 years. We would further point out that over the past number of years Heiton Buckley have made available parts of their site to South Dublin County Council at no charge in order to facilitate ongoing road improvements.

3.
There is no indication that alternatives have been adequately examined, such as to locate the road slightly northwest of its present alignment so as to substantially reduce the land take from Heiton Buckley and avoid the necessity to destroy our clients business.

4. We submit that this road scheme should be accompanied by an Environmental Impact Statement pursant to Section 51 of the Roads Act 1993, as it is likely to have a significant impact on the environment and in particular on traffic. Noise, air pollution and visual impact. The approval of the scheme by An Bord Pleanála is therefore required. A copy of this letter is being sent to An Bord Pleanála’.
Response: 

1.
The Scheme has been a Roads Objective in County Development Plans dating back to the early 1980’s. It is an objective of the South Dublin County Development Plan 2004 – 2010. The various elements of the Scheme form the following Objectives of the Development Plan 2004 – 2010:

a) The extension/connection of the road within Merrywell Estate to Robinhood Road and thereafter to the Long Mile Road is a 6-year Roads Objective.

b)  The upgrading of the existing road within Merrywell Industrial Estate and its extension/connection to Robinhood Road and thereafter to the Long Mile Road is a proposed Cycle Route Network Objective.

c)  The upgrading of Ballymount Road Lower in the vicinity of its junction with Ballymount Avenue forms a Long Term Roads Objective.

2.
Impact on Heiton Buckley lands will be dealt with by way of compensation. Currently discussions are ongoing with Heiton Buckley in relation to the impact on their property / business. Assistance is also being provided by South Dublin County Council to Heiton Buckley in relation to their procurement of adjacent lands to facilitate reorganisation of their business.

3.
The scope for alternative road alignments is minimal. The road alignment has already been moved north west so as to reduce land take from Heiton Buckley. There is no scope for any further movement of the road without reduction in road standard and road safety.

4.
Given the scale and scope of the Scheme an Environmental Impact Assessment is not required. The matter however has been referred to An Bord Pleanála by A & L Goodbody Solictors for direction in relation to sub-threshold development vis-à-vis an Environmental Impact Assessment under the Roads Act.


Whereas the scheme does not warrant the preparation of a formal Environment Impact Assessment, South Dublin County Council has commissioned an Environmental Appraisal of the scheme in conjunction with the Part 8 Procedure. This Environmental Appraisal has been forwarded to An Bord Pleanála. It is anticipated that An Bord Pleanála will issue a decision on the issue towards the end of January / early February 2006.

10. Dublin Transportation Office (DTO).
The DTO submitted one single submission covering five separate Part 8 schemes, namely a) The Greenhills Road Realignment at Parkview, b) Greenhills/Ballymount Reconfiguration, c) Limekiln Road Extension, d) Robinhood/Ballymount Reconfiguration and e) Embankment Road Extension.

The submission makes a general comment as follows:

‘The DTO supports three of the above schemes in principle as they are related to projects referred to in the DTO Strategy “A Platform for Change” under the category ‘Non-national Roads Projects – Metropolitan Area. These are a) The Greenhills Road Realignment at Parkview, b) Greenhills/Ballymount Reconfiguration and c) Embankment Road Extension’.

DTO comments particular to the Robinhood/Ballymount Reconfiguration scheme are as follows:

1. An initial examination of all these schemes taken together would indicate the provision of a new and interrelated orbital and radial route in the South Dublin County Council area. In particular, the Robinhood extension, the Limekiln extension and the reconfiguration of the Greenhills Road would appear to provide for a new orbital route between the Long Mile Road/Naas Road and Wellington Lane, which connects with the N81.

2. The existence of an extensive industrial/warehousing area at the northern end of this route could have significant implications for the volume and type of traffic attracted to it.

3. The DTO would recommend that an assessment be undertaken which takes all of the schemes into account (assessment elements are detailed).  

4.  The DTO would welcome the opportunity to discuss certain design elements with the local authority, in particular

· Road cross-section and lane width.

· Continuity of bus and cycle provision.

· Cycle provision through junctions.

· Pedestrian crossing facilities.

· The interaction between HGV’s and vulnerable road users’.
Response: 

1. The proposed roads do form a connection between the Naas Road and Wellington Road, as do existing roads. The proposed roads will not be to the standard of an ‘orbital’ road and will therefore not have the capacity for such a use.

2. The Robinhood / Ballymount area is primarily industrial / commercial and currently attracts large volumes of HGV’s. The primary propose of the Robinhood / Ballymount Reconfiguration Scheme is to facilitate industrial / commercial operation in the area and the existing high volume of HGV’s that currently travel on sub-standard roads in the area, which do not comply with current design standards in respect of vehicular traffic and pedestrians. 

3.
a)
The extension/connection of the road within Merrywell Estate to Robinhood Road and thereafter to the Long Mile Road is a 6-year Roads Objective.

b) The upgrading of the existing road within Merrywell Industrial Estate and its extension/connection to Robinhood Road and thereafter to the Long Mile Road is a proposed Cycle Route Network Objective.

c) The upgrading of Ballymount Road Lower in the vicinity of its junction with Ballymount Avenue forms a Long Term Roads Objective.

d) The Scheme also forms part of the Integrated Framework Plan for Land Use and Transportation for the Tallaght Area (IFPLUT). The Plan, finalised in 2003, was commissioned by South Dublin County Council and the Dublin Transportation Office (DTO). Its purpose was to establish a strategy to maximise the potential benefit of sustainable development of the area and to fully utilise proposals for improving public transport and highway systems, together with cycling and walking facilities. The Robinhood Ballymount Scheme forms part of the proposed cycle and road network improvements examined under IFPLUT.

4.
The Scheme has been designed to current road standards. South Dublin County Council will discuss appropriate design elements with the DTO.

11. Aidan Powell & Associates Architects, Mr. Aidan Powell, on behalf of Galco Steel Ltd.
This submission was prepared by reference to details of the scheme posted on the South Dublin County Council website. The submission states ‘My clients have a number of exits on the Ballymount Road and Ballymount Avenue. The realignment of Ballymount Avenue takes no account of existing, established and permitted vehicular accesses and the proposal for the realignment of Ballymount Road appears to create a trespass on our clients holding and we would be obliged if we could meet with your roads department at an early date to discuss the details’.
Response: 

Works on Ballymount Avenue do not form part of this Scheme. Works on Ballymount Road do not impact in any way on Galco Steel property, except on existing road space occupied by the public road.

Representatives of South Dublin County Council met with Mr. Bernard Shanley, Managing Director, Galco Steel in early November 2005. Part 8 display drawings were discussed at the meeting and handed to Galco Steel for their records.

The drawing viewed by Aidan Powell & Associates Architects was the site location  map and not the detailed drawings (which were on the website). The proposed scheme was outlined to Galco Steel and it was shown to their satisfaction that there was no impact on Galco property. 

5.0
Summary

The various works proposed under the Robinhood / Ballymount Reconfiguration Scheme are in accordance with the 2004-2010 County Development Plan and with the proper Planning and Development of the area.

It is therefore proposed to proceed with the Robinhood / Ballymount Reconfiguration Scheme as displayed in the Part 8 Planning Procedure. The scheme will be funded from Development Levies.

A slide is available at the meeting.”
The report was NOTED and was AGREED that the proposed development be carried out as recommended in the Manager’s Report.
(C/0131/06)
SECTION 38 REPORT DEANSRATH PARK TRAFFIC CALMING SCHEME
The report by the Manager, which had been circulated was CONSIDERED:

“REPORT UNDER SECTION 38 OF THE ROAD TRAFFIC ACT 1994

PROPOSED TRAFFIC CALMING MEASURES IN DEANSRATH PARK

INTRODUCTION:

Section 38 of the Road Traffic Act 1994 empowers a Roads Authority to provide traffic calming measures in respect of public roads in their charge. The proposed traffic calming measures as circulated to the residents of Deansrath Park are as follows:-  

DESCRIPTION OF SCHEME

The proposed works consist of the following:
1. The installation of four standard traffic calming ramps.

CONSULTATION PROCESS:

Details of the proposed Traffic Calming Scheme for Deansrath Park were distributed to all households on this road on 12th December 2005.  The closing date for submissions was 5.00 p.m. on Thursday 12th January 2006.   Three (3) submissions were received as follows:- 

SUBMISSIONS RECEIVED:

1.  Dublin Fire Brigade

2.  Petition signed by eight (8) residents of Deansrath Park

3. Councillor T. Gilligan

ISSUES RAISED AND ROADS DEPARTMENT REPLIES TO THE SUBMISSIONS:

	Concerns

Expressed        Submission by: Dublin Fire Brigade

	1.
	Submission
	No objection to the proposal. However, ramps should not be greater than 75mm high and be at 100m intervals.

	1.
	Response
	The ramps will not be greater than 75mm high and will be spaced at approximately 65m apart.

	
	Submission by
	Petition signed by eight (8) residents 

	2.
	Submission
	In favour of ramps.

	2.
	Response
	Noted.

	
	Submission by
	Councillor T. Gilligan

	3.
	Submission
	Request for an additional ramp outside 6/7 Deansrath Green.

	3.
	Response
	This ramp will be provided.


RECOMMENDATION:

It is recommended that the scheme as circulated be implemented subject to the following modification:- 

1.  Provision of an additional ramp in the vicinity of 6/7 Deansrath Green.” 

It was proposed by Councillor T. Ridge  seconded by Councillor K. Warren  and RESOLVED:

“That the scheme as circulated be implemented subject to the following modification:- 

1.  Provision of an additional ramp in the vicinity of 6/7 Deansrath Green.”

(C/0132/06)
REPORT ON BALLYCULLEN AVENUE / BALLYCULLEN DRIVE TRAFFIC CALMING SCHEME
The report by the Manager, which had been circulated was CONSIDERED:
“The attached report was considered at the Tallaght Area Committee Meeting on Monday 23rd January 2006.
Following consideration of the report it was recommended by the Committee that the traffic calming scheme as constructed be approved.

BALLYCULLEN AVENUE/DRIVE TRAFFIC CALMING SCHEME
The Traffic Calming Scheme for Balycullen Avenue and Ballycullen Drive was approved at the County Council Meeting on 10th May 2004.   The approved scheme comprised inter alia the installation of bus cushions on both Ballycullen Avenue and Ballycullen Drive.   However, prior to the construction of the scheme it was considered that due to the length and width of both Ballycullen Avenue and Drive that bus ramps would be more effective than bus cushions in reducing the speed of traffic on these roads.   The reduction in speed on these roads was the primary aim of this traffic calming scheme.   The height of a bus ramp is the same as a bus cushion i.e. 75mm.   

In view of these circumstances the Council's contractor was instructed to install bus ramps on both Ballycullen Avenue and Ballycullen Drive instead of bus cushions.

It is recommended that the scheme as constructed be approved.”
The report was NOTED.

(C/0133/06)
PROPOSED INCREASE IN MAXIMUM ADVANCE FOR SHARED OWNERSHIP
The report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“Circular letter HPS/10/05 dated 20/12/2005 from the Department of Environment Heritage and Local Government announced enhancements to the Social and Affordable housing schemes Income eligibility in the case of a single income household under the Shared Ownership Scheme has now been increased from €36,800 to €40,000 per annum and in respect of a double income household from €92,000 to €100,000. 

 Having regard to these increases & the reduction in income tax announced in the budget a full examination of the level of advances under the Shared Ownership Scheme was undertaken. 

 Following this review it is now proposed that the maximum advance be increased from €190,000 to €210,000.”
 The report was NOTED. 

(C/0134/06)
REPORT ON PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO TREE PRESERVATION ORDER - DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL TREE PRESERVATION (QUARRYVALE, BROOKLAWN) (LIFFEY VALLEY NO 1.) ORDER, 1990.
The report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“Introduction

It is proposed under Section 205 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended) to amend the Liffey Valley Tree Preservation Order (TPO) 1990 to facilitate the revised N4 interchange and a new slip road from the M50 at Kings Hospital, Palmerstown.  

M50 Scheme

The M50 Upgrade Scheme includes substantial reconstruction of the N4/M50 interchange as this will become a fully free-flow interchange (i.e. no traffic signals).  A new slip road from N4 East to M50 North will be required.

To provide for this road layout and to accommodate the landing areas of a new cable-stay pedestrian bridge over the M50 Motorway north of this interchange it will be necessary to remove trees in an area subject to the Compulsory Purchase Order (CPO) for the Scheme at the N4 interchange (formerly King's Hospital School lands) as granted by An Bord Pleanála.  

Included among the trees proposed for removal are three trees included in the Liffey Valley Tree Preservation Order (TPO) 1990.  A number of other trees, which were planted after 1990, and not subject to the TPO, will also need to be removed for the M50 Scheme.  

The M50 Upgrade Scheme documentation includes landscaping for the restoration of the road reservation and tree planting after the construction works on the interchange are completed.
Location of Trees

A tree survey has been carried out by arborists which identified the trees located in the area to be deleted from the TPO.  These are as follows:

1. Tree Number 0224 Sycamore

2. Tree Number 075 Beech

3. Tree Number 0076 Horse Chestnut.  (Tree 0076 is recommended for immediate removal for safety reasons due to fungus infection).

South Dublin County Development Plan 2004 - 2010

Paragraph 13.3.4.v of the South Dublin County Council Development Plan 2004-2010 states that “It is an objective of the Council to initiate works on the roads listed in table 13.6 as part of a six year programme”.  

The upgrade of the M50 is listed in Table 13.6 - ‘6 year Roads Objective’ - of the Development Plan 2004-2010.

Procedures for the Amendment to a Tree Preservation Order

The procedures to be followed for the amendment to a Tree Preservation Order are set out in Section 205 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended).
· The Planning Authority gave notice to the general public of its intention to amend the TPO on 13th December 2005.  

· The affected landowners and relevant statutory bodies were notified in writing.

· The period for submissions/observations on the proposed amendment occurred between 13th December 2005 – 2nd February 2006.

· No submissions/observations were received by the Council during this public consultation period.

Conclusions and Recommendation

Having regard to:

· national policy in relation to the upgrading and improvement of the national road network of which the N4/M50 are integral components,

· the Council’s objectives in relation to the M50 as set out in the South Dublin County Council Development Plan 2004-2010,

· the fact that a relatively small part of the overall TPO area is affected by the proposed amendment,

· that the number of trees under the TPO to be removed has been kept to a minimum and that one of the three trees is recommended for removal for safety reasons, and 
· the proposals in the M50 scheme to carry out new tree planting following completion of the works

It is recommended that the Council resolves to amend Tree Preservation Order Dublin County Council Tree Preservation (Quarryvale, Brooklawn) (Liffey Valley No 1.) Order.
It was proposed by Councillor T. Ridge, seconded by Councillor K. Warren and RESOLVED:

“That the Council amend the Tree Preservation Order Dublin County Council Tree Preservation (Quarryvale, Brooklawn) (Liffey Valley No 1.) Order as outlined in the report.”
The report was ADOPTED.
(C/0135/06)
REPORT ON COMPLETION OF STADIUM – TALLAGHT

Mr. J. Walsh, Director of Economic Development presented the report.  

“The Tallaght Area Committee at its meeting held on 28-11-05, noted the Manager’s report on the Part 8 Public Consultation Procedure for the completion of the stadium at Whitestown Way, Tallaght. In addition, the Committee passed a resolution recommending modifications to the design of the stadium to enable an increase in the playing area to facilitate other sports and uses.

Subsequently, at the full Council meeting held on 12-12-05, the Manager’s report was noted and the resolution passed by the Tallaght Area Committee was adopted by the members ( Minute No. C/0808/05 refers).

The content of the resolution was forwarded to the Department of Arts, Sport and Tourism and a meeting was held with the Department with a view to securing funding for the amended project. By letter dated 24/1/2006 the Department issued a response ( see copy letter attached).  
In light of the Department’s response, it is now proposed to proceed to complete the stadium on the basis set out in the Manager’s Report as presented to both the Tallaght Area Committee and the full Council.

Accordingly the next steps will be the signing of the building contract and the commencement of works on the stadium.”
   January, 2006

Mr Tom Doherty

Deputy County Manager

South Dublin County Council

Town Centre

Tallaght

Dublin 24

Re : Stadium at Tallaght

Dear Mr Doherty, 

I am directed by Mr John O' Donoghue TD Minister for Arts, Sport & Tourism to refer to your letter of 21 December 2005 enclosing a copy of the resolution adopted by South Dublin County Council in relation to the stadium project in Tallaght and to our subsequent meeting on 22 December, 2005.

Over the period 2000 to 2002, this Department provided funding of €2.44 million under the Sports Capital Programme towards the construction of a soccer stadium at Tallaght for use by Shamrock Rovers FC. Following difficulties in completing the project, South Dublin County Council intervened with the support of and in consultation with my Department to regain control of the site. 

South Dublin County Council had previously been advised that the Minister was willing to support the Council in putting together a financial package which would ensure the completion of the stadium. However such support was based on the plan to provide a soccer stadium for Tallaght which would serve as a viable long-term home for Shamrock Rovers Football Club. Indeed, South Dublin County Council held a similar view as articulated in the press release issued following it's meeting on January 10th 2005 where it stated that "other non-soccer sporting organisations must develop their own sporting facilities". 

In light of the significant funding likely to be required from this Department to complete the soccer stadium in Tallaght, such an investment would require considerable justification i.e. as a soccer venue regularly used by at least one, if not two, Eircom League clubs, possibly on a ground sharing basis. Ground sharing among the larger Eircom clubs in Dublin was recommended in the recent Genesis Report on the Eircom League.

The recent Council decision to adopt the Manager's report subject to increasing the size of the playing pitch and extending the stands seriously undermines the basis of the previously agreed approach. A larger pitch cannot easily be accommodated within the present site given the buildings already in place and would mean that a future stand on the far side of the existing uncompleted stand would be about half the size as originally envisaged thus limiting the future capacity to about 4,500. Given that the ends of the partially completed west stand are curved means that any proposal to extend along the length of a larger pitch is likely to involve significantly increased costs.  

Clearly there is a need in Dublin for a modern modest size soccer stadium which the development at Tallaght could ideally meet. If the Tallaght stadium design is now to be modified to accommodate the aspirations of other sports, the effect would be to undermine the existing plans and the completion of such a stadium.

The Chief Executive of the Football Association of Ireland has already outlined to the Minister the serious concerns of his organisation in relation to this latest decision of the Council. The Department must now question the viability of further investment under the Sports Capital Programme in what looks likely to become an altogether different project to the one which the Department had originally agreed to support, i.e. a facility for the playing of soccer. 

In response to the request from South Dublin County Council that funding be provided towards the new development as envisaged by the resolution recently passed by your Council, I wish to confirm that the Minister cannot agree to make funding available on the basis of the new proposed development. 

Yours sincerely

Con Haugh

_______________

Assistant Secretary

A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors E. Walsh, E. Maloney, G. O’Connell, M. Daly, E. Tuffy, S. Laing, T. McDermott, J. Hannon, M. Murphy, J. Lahart, J. Daly, K. Warren, T. Ridge and C. Tyndall.

A roll call vote was taken on the proposal contained in the Manager’s report and the result was as follows:

FOR: TWENTY-TWO (22)
Councillors M. Ardagh, M. Corr, M. Daly, R. Dowds, T. Gilligan, J. Hannon, C. Jones, C. Keane, D. Keating, C. King, J. Lahart, S. Laing, E. Maloney, M. Murphy, S. O’Connor, G. O’Connell, T. Ridge, E. Tuffy, C. Tyndall, E. Walsh, K. Warren and A. White.
AGAINST: FOUR (4)
Councillors J. Daly, F. McCarthy, T. McDermott and J. Neville.

The report was NOTED and it was AGREED that the development of the Stadium would proceed as proposed in the Manager’s report.

Mr. J. Horan, County Manager wished to record to his appreciation of the hard work done on this project by Mr.T. Doherty and  Mr. J. Walsh.

(C/0136/06)  
Letter, dated 15th December 2005 from Balbriggan Town Council regarding motion passed calling on all Local Authorities to arrange for developers of new residential housing estates to provide maps with house numbers for emergency services. 

The above letter was NOTED.

(C/0137/06)  
Letter, dated 10th January 2006 from an Garda Siochana in response to motion passed by South Dublin County Council at its meeting held on 12th September 2005 regarding an increase in garda personnel deployed in large working communities experiencing anti-social behaviour. 

The above letter was NOTED.

(C/0138/06)  
Letter, dated 12th January 2006 from Balbriggan Town Council regarding motion passed calling on the Government to review the policy of admitting unaccompanied asylum seeking children into Ireland. 

The above letter was NOTED.

(C/0139/06)  
Letter, dated 16th January 2006 from the Nuclear Free Local Authorities Secretariat regarding the efforts of the newly established All Ireland Nuclear Free Local Authorities Forum to secure an assurance from the Northern Ireland Secretary that no nuclear stations will be built in Northern Ireland. 

The above letter was NOTED.

(C/0140/06)  
Letter, dated 18th January from An Garda Siochana in response to question approved by South Dublin County Council at its meeting held on 12th December 2005 regarding "free-flow" junctions on a year-round basis at peak traffic times.

The above letter was NOTED.

(C/0141/06)  
Letter, dated 23rd January 2006 from Fingal County Council regarding motion passed calling on the Minister for the Environment to properly implement the Principle of Producer Responsibility and to require REPAK to pay fully for costs of recycling packaging waste. 

The above letter was NOTED.

(C/0142/06) 
 Email, dated 23rd January 2006 from Offaly County Council regarding motion passed requesting the Minister for Finance and the Government to increase the maximum amount of Grant Aid under the Sports Capital Programme. 

The above letter was NOTED.

(C/0143/06)  
Letters, dated 30th January and 1st February, 2006 from Superintendent 'L' District, Clondalkin Garda Station and Superintendent 'P' District, Terenure Garda Station respectively in response to motion passed at the South Dublin County Council's Meeting of 9th January, 2006 regarding bye-laws in relation to drinking in public places. 

The above letter was NOTED.

(C/0144/06) 
 Email, dated 2nd February 2006 from North Tipperary County Council regarding motion passed in relation to the Hanley Report as it affects Nenagh and all County Hospitals.
The above letter was NOTED.

(C/0145/06) 
RESIGNATION OF COUNCILLOR C. TYNDALL FROM SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL

The report by the Manager which had been circulated was READ:
“By letter dated 1st February, 2006 Councillor Colm Tyndall has tendered his resignation (see attached) from South Dublin County Council with effect from 14th February 2006.   A casual vacancy will then occur.

In accordance with the Local Government Act, 2001 a casual vacancy shall be filled by the co-option by the Local Authority of a person to fill the vacancy, subject to such a person being nominated by the same registered political party who nominated for election the member who caused the vacancy.

A co-option shall be made at the next meeting of the Council after the expiration of 14 days from the occurrence of the vacancy i.e. 13th March 2006 or as soon after the expiration of 14 days as circumstances permit.

Mr Gary Keogh,

Director of Corporate Services,

South Dublin County Council,

Tallaght,

Dublin 24

1st February 2006

Dear Gary,

I would like to advise you of my decision to resign from South Dublin County Council with effect from Tuesday 14th February.

After considering my situation, I feel that I am unable to give the attention needed to my duties on the Council following increased business and family responsibilities.

It is with some regret that I have reached this decision as I have been proud to represent my local community on the Council for the past 15 years and I have enjoyed every minute of my time on the Council.

I would like to thank the County Manager and all of the staff, present and past, of South Dublin County Council for their assistance over the years. I would also like to record my personal best wishes to my fellow councillors who I have worked with over the years.

Yours sincerely,

Cllr. Colm Tyndall” 

A discussion followed with contributions conveying tributes and good wishes to Cllr. Tyndall on his resignation from Councillors T. Ridge, F. McCarthy, R. Dowds, J. Hannon, T. Gilligan, S. O’Connor, M. Murphy, S. Laing, J. Daly, M. Daly, and C. Keane.

(C/0146/06)
SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS
The Mayor, Councillor T. Ridge, proposed that Standing Orders be suspended to extend the meeting by half an hour to allow remaining Members to express good wishes to Cllr. Tyndall.  This proposal was in compliance with Standing Order Nos. 76 and 77 and was AGREED by the Members.

The discussion continued with contributions from Councillors D. Keating, J. Lahart, M. Ardagh, E. Walsh, A. White and G. O’Connell.  

Mr. T. Doherty and Mr. J. Horan also expressed good wishes for the future to Cllr. Tyndall and his family on behalf of the staff.

Cllr. C. Tyndall responded and thanked the Mayor, Members, Manager and staff for their good wishes.

The report was NOTED
 (C/0147/06)   
COUNCIL’S SKATE PARK
The following motion in the name of Councillor D. Keating was MOVED and RE-ENTERED:

“That the Manager would please provide an up-to-date and detailed report on progress made to build the Council's first Skate Park. Specifically would the Manager please report on the local consultation process which I requested at the outset, with the delegation from the local Skate Board Club regarding the design, lay-out and materials to be used in the Skate Park, and the time scale for the building and completion of this Skate Park.” 
REPORT: 

“A number of tenders were received for the construction of the skateboard park in Griffeen Valley Park, Lucan. The tender documents were prepared in consultation with the local Skateboard Club and the Club was also involved in the assessment of the tenders to ensure that what is being proposed would be suitable for the requirements of the club and that the successful tenderer would deliver a skateboard park that is exciting, usable and sustainable.

The final design of the proposed skateboard park has been agreed following extensive discussions between personnel from the Parks Department, members of the Lucan Skatepark Club and the contractor.  

The skatepark will be a concrete construction.  The base is a 150mm thick reinforced concrete slab.  The grade of concrete is C35 with reinforcement A393 mesh.  This high specification concrete and reinforcement will prevent the needs for any expansion joints.  A float finish will be applied resulting in a super smooth surface, seamless and flawless- perfect for BMX riders, skateboarders and in-line skaters

The skatepark will comply with BS PAS 35 and other relevant BS requirements
An Official Order has now issued to the contractor who is scheduled to be on site in March.

The contractor will provide a 20 year warranty on all concrete structures against major depreciation and structural failure.  

Arrangements have been made with the ESB to commence the under-grounding of the overhead lines adjacent to the site which will facilitate the development
The Members will be kept updated as the project progresses.”
The meeting concluded at 7:00 p.m.
(C/0148/06)
MOTIONS NOT REACHED
PARK AND RIDE
Mayor’s Business: Councillor T. Ridge   

That a report be brought re the Park and Ride proposals for South Dublin County Council.

FACILITIES FOR A&E DEPARTMENT AT TALLAGHT HOSPITAL

Councillor T. Ridge   

That this Council write to the Tanaiste and Minister for Health Mary Harney to ask her to provide extended and necessary facilities at the A&E Department at Tallaght Hospital to cope with the dreadful lack of privacy and lack of visitor space which is currently the case. 

ADOPTION OF “NAME & SHAME” POLICY
Councillor J. Hannon   

That this Council adopt a "Name & Shame" policy in regard to litter offences. 

SCHOOL TRANSPORT IN THE COUNTY
Councillor E. Tuffy   

That South Dublin County Council recognises that the existing national School Transport System operated by the Department of Educational and Science and Bus Eireann was designed in another era for the principal purpose of increasing educational participation at second level, and that the issue to be addressed in school transport in the County in the new century has to do with traffic congestion, safety at school locations and pressure on parents to bring children to school by car, and requests the Manager to undertake an initiative, in consultation with the Government  to provide a Council operated School Transport System in the County.  

DAMAGES TO GRASS VERGES, FOOTPATHS AND DRIVEWAYS
Councillor J. Lahart   

That the Council, as a response to damages caused to grass verges, footpaths and outside driveways, as a consequence of private development work, be it residential, commercial or industrial, introduces a bye -law or introduces the provision of a Notification Certificate for residents and businesses, that enables the Council to examine locations prior to the commencement of building/developments, as a means of guarantee that either (a) sites are restored to original order (b) the Council can charge a fee to the occupier or builder or developer , to cover the expense of reinstatement by the local authority. 

COMPOSTERS – IMPACT ON REDUCTION OF WASTE

Councilor R. Dowds   

   That South Dublin County Council (a)  Report on the impact of composters in terms of reducing waste in our County  and (b)  Agrees to set up a pilot scheme in a given area using sophisticated food and vegetation digesters to see the impact that has on dealing with waste.

INFORMATION DRIVE RE: DISPOSAL OF BULK PACKAGING
Councillor M. Daly   

That this Council set up an information drive for the county to encourage citizens to return their bulk packaging to the point of purchase and encourage REPAK and all commercial businesses to participate in a package reduction scheme which will reduce the amount of waste and reduce the amount of costs to the local environment and business.

RECYCLING PLANT FOR DRY WASTE
 
Councillor M. Murphy   
That Council Staff would research in Canada the cost of setting up a Re-Cycling Plant that can Handle Dry Waste from Green Bin Collection capable of separating Paper, Cans, Glass and Plastic. That the Manger would put a plan in place to ring fence enough capital from the sale of lands to build such a plant. The Plant to be in place when the current waste plan runs out in 2010. The Green Bin collection to then be extended to twice a month and for it to be carried out by directly employed Council Workers.

NEW INDUSTRY
Councillor S. O'Connor   

In view of recent job losses, that South Dublin County Council takes the initiative and brings together all interested parties - such as FAS, the unions, employers' organisations, local chambers of commerce, community representatives and government bodies such as the IDA and so on - to ensure that everything possible is done to promote and maintain the attractiveness and suitability of the area for new industries. 

DUBLIN PORT TUNNEL
Councillor T. McDermott   

That South Dublin County Council calls on the Dublin City Manager to restrict access to the city centre (between the Royal Canal and the Grand Canal ), by vehicles of three axles and more between the hours of 7AM and 7PM unless such vehicles are carrying a permit issued by the City Manager. And that such restriction becomes effective when the Dublin Port Tunnel opens - in order that the citizens of South Dublin County enjoy the benefits promised when funding for the Port Tunnel project was approved. 

PILOT SCHOOL BUS PROJECT
Councillor F. McCarthy   

That this Council takes the appropriate steps to instigate a pilot school bus project as part of its role in traffic management and road safety. Such a scheme would benefit primary and secondary school children as well as all other road users by providing a reasonable alternative to the many families who at present spend a considerable amount of time ferrying children to and from school; thereby contributing in no small part to the traffic congestion that currently plagues our communities.

UNAUTHORISED BONFIRES
Councillor J. Neville   

That this Council notes the widespread damage caused by unauthorized bonfires at Halloween in the administrative area of South Dublin County Council and the widespread dumping thereof and in an effort to minimise such dumping of household goods calls on the Manager to schedule the annual Council junk collection for the month of September each year. 

STAFF WORKING ON ANTI-SOCIAL ISSUES
Councillor T. Ridge   

That a detailed report be brought to this Council outlining the actual numbers of staff working directly on anti-social issues.  The report to include staff on part time hours, maternity leave and a breakdown re Clondalkin and Tallaght areas. 

SITING OF PLANNING APPLICATION NOTICES
Councillor J. Lahart   

That the Council undertakes a review of the regulations governing the siting of planning application roadside public notices, particularly in light of obvious flaws relating to where a planning application may be lodged within an estate that directly affects residents to the rear of that house but located in a different estate. 

MANAGEMENT CHARGES
Councillor E. Tuffy   

That the Council notes with concern that individuals and families who have been approved for apartments and houses under the Council's Affordable Housing Schemes are being required to pay Management Charges of € 800 per annum and more, that the requirement to pay such charges is effectively adding about € 20000 to the cost of their homes, and requests the Manager to have these charges taken into account when arriving at prices to be determined for Affordable Housing units. 

COLUMBIAN EMBASSY
Councillor C. Keane   

That this Council recommends that we make representation to the Colombian Ambassador in London to ensure that the  military rescue operation proposed by President Uribe  to rescue hostages held by FARC be cancelled.  Mindful of the fact that FARC leaders have ordered their men to execute hostages in such a rescue operation, by proceeding in this way, it is imposing a death sentence on the hostages one of whom includes Ingrid Betancourt on whom we have bestowed the Freedom of the County of South Dublin.

HOUSING ESTATE NAMES IN IRISH

Councillor S. O'Connor   

That this Council will adopt a policy of using the Irish Language in the naming of all new housing estate developments. 

REVIEW OF WATER LEISURE STRATEGY

Councillor D. Keating   

That the Manager would report on the initial stages of the Review of the Water Leisure Strategy scheduled for the first quarter of 2006. 
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