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MEETING OF SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL
MONDAY 13th MARCH 2006.
HEADED ITEM No. 2(e)
MEETING OF LUCAN CLONDALKIN AREA COMMITTEE (2)

Tuesday 24th January 2006 
HOUSING BUSINESS
The following reports were presented:
1. Report on the Provision of emergency accommodation for Homeless Persons in the Lucan Clondalkin Area

“A report on the provision of accommodation and services under the Council’s Homeless Action Plan 2004 – 2006 in this Committee’s area was presented to the January 2005 meeting of the Committee. The report noted that the provision of localised services for homeless persons was a key requirement of the Plan. It also noted that while progress had been made on the provision of transitional housing in the area, the provision of appropriate emergency accommodation for homeless persons required urgent action. Since that report considerable efforts have been made to progress the provision of this accommodation.
At the County Council’s Annual Budget meeting held on 8th December 2005, the following motion was AGREED:
“That this Council in its efforts to eliminate homelessness within the County agrees at this Budget 2006 meeting to provide accommodation for all those on our homeless list by initiating and agreeing accommodation proposals, this to be achieved by end of year 2006.”

As members of the Area Committee are aware significant efforts have been made during recent times to prepare and devise a strategy to plan and provide for the provision of emergency accommodation in the Lucan Clondalkin Area. While progress has been made in the provision of transitional accommodation, the provision of accommodation on an emergency basis has proved to be a particular challenge.

In order to expedite such provision it is proposed that the Committee’s area be divided into a number of distinct areas centred in effect on the main population areas. In this regard it is considered that the following centres of population will each require the provision of emergency accommodation for homeless persons:

· Central Clondalkin Town Centre area
· North Clondalkin area

· Lucan Town Centre area 

The Adamstown area has not been included in this report as this area is covered by the Strategic Development Zone Plan and the provision of the necessary social and affordable housing in that area is a specific objective of that Plan.
It is proposed therefore to present a series of integrated proposals which will address the current and future needs for the provision of emergency accommodation in each of the foregoing areas. In the first instance this report will address the requirements in the Central Clondalkin Town Centre area. The remaining areas will be the subject of future reports for consideration and approval by this Area Committee.
It is considered that the most appropriate approach is to prepare for consideration and approval by the Members, a listing of suitable sites in the Central Clondalkin Town Centre area in priority order. In this regard the following priority listing is proposed:
1. Site at Elmfield, junction of Nangor Road / Ninth Lock Road

This site is not in Council ownership and therefore the provision of emergency accommodation on this site will require negotiation with the proposed developers under the provisions of the Council’s Housing Strategy and Part V of the Planning and Development Acts.  It is recommended that the Members agree that the achievement of such an objective be set as a priority for such negotiations.

2. Site at C B Packaging, junction of Nangor Road / Ninth Lock Road

This site is not in Council ownership and therefore the provision of emergency accommodation on this site will also require negotiation with the proposed developers under the provisions of the Council’s Housing Strategy and Part V of the Planning and Development Acts.  It is recommended that the Members agree that the achievement of such an objective be set as a priority for such negotiations.

3. Site at junction of Newlands / Fonthill and Nangor Roads
This site is in Council ownership. The achievement of the objective could only be considered as an integral part of an overall integrated plan for the development of these lands for social and affordable housing purposes.
It is further recommended that priority be fixed in respect of either Site 1 or 2 in the foregoing list and that Site 3 act as a reserve in the event that the achievement of the objective on either Site 1 or 2 is not possible within a reasonable timeframe. In such event a further report will be presented to the Members of this Area Committee for their approval prior to proceeding with this option.

The Committee’s approval to the foregoing recommendations is sought.”

Following discussion it was AGREED that the Lucan Clondalkin Area Committee recommends that the recommendations contained in the foregoing report be ADOPTED and APPROVED.
2. Report on the Provision of sheltered accommodation for 

Persons in the Lucan Clondalkin Area

1. Site at Valhalla, Watery Lane 

This site is in Council ownership. Having considered the views of Members and local residents, it is recommended as an integral part of this report that this site be reserved for the provision of sheltered housing accommodation with a specific objective to address the needs of disabled persons who wish to pursue an independent / semi-independent lifestyle. In this regard it is proposed to present proposals under Part VIII in compliance with this objective to the Members for approval prior to the initiation of the formal Public Consultation Process. Such accommodation may be managed by a suitable approved housing provider with extensive experience in the provision of such accommodation. 
2. Site at New Road

This site is in private ownership but has been offered to the Council in part compliance with requirements under the Council’s Housing Strategy and Part V of the Planning and Development Acts. It has previously been agreed that this site be reserved for sheltered accommodation for older persons and it is now proposed to finalise the agreement under Part V and authorise the developer to proceed to construct the already approved scheme. Such accommodation may be managed by a suitable approved housing provider with extensive experience in the provision of such accommodation. 

Following discussion it was AGREED that the Lucan Clondalkin Area Committee recommends that the recommendations contained in the foregoing report be ADOPTED and APPROVED.
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