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MEETING OF SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL

Monday, 13th March  2006 
Question 1

Question:  Councillor Mark Daly

To ask the Manager to update the Council as to how he intends to proceed with the education bursary outlined by this Councillor at the February Meeting. Will he make a statement on the matter?
Reply:

At present South Dublin County Council administers on behalf of the Department of Education higher education grants for maintenance and tuition for undergraduate and postgraduate degree courses. The college registration fee of €775 is covered by the tuition aspect of this grant. All other tuition fees are covered by the Department of Education’s free education scheme.

The Council is committed to establishing an education bursary scheme to facilitate a number of disadvantaged students in the County to access third level education. It is intended to bring this matter to the Corporate Policy Group for further discussion and they may consider it appropriate for referral to the appropriate Strategic Policy Committee.

Discussions will be held with the Department of Education & Science to ascertain details of similar type education bursary schemes operating elsewhere.

The Council will have to examine such education bursaries and supports; establish what level a bursary might be aimed at; mechanisms for administration; criteria for awarding bursaries, and indeed whether the local authority is the most suitable agency to establish an educational bursary. 

The Council does promote Bursary Awards for individual artists which is aimed at early to mid career artists towards a project or programme (including education programme) that would make a significant impact on the development of their career. The five awards of €2000 which are competition based were established to support innovation in creativity. The Arts Council provide €5000 towards the cost of the bursaries.
