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Terenure/Rathfarnham Area Committee Meeting (2)

Tuesday 7th March 2006

Motion No. 2
Motion: Councillor C. Keane

"That this Committee discuss the Environmental problem at the Rathfarnham/Fairways outfalls discharging pollution regularly into the Dodder.  The (a) a reason be given (b) a methodology for permanent solution as this is a serious environmental issue – the many interventions to date have not worked and a permanent solution must be found.”

Report:

There are a number of outfalls in the Fairways area with all but two being relatively small local surface water discharges. The two larger discharges consist of an overflow outfall from an old existing foul manhole and a main surface water outfall serving the runoff in the estates in the area. 

Regarding the foul sewer manhole overflow, the Drainage Maintenance Section has blocked this pipe to eliminate this possible source of pollution.

In relation to the large surface water discharge outfall, the Water Pollution Section has received reports of pollution incidents from this outfall in the past however these have proven to be false on some occasions. This arose from the fact that when clear runoff water meets the boggy Dodder water it can appear as if pollution has occurred. On other occasions, random polluted discharges have occurred from this outfall and the Water Pollution Section installed a composite sampler at this location in an attempt to both identify the time and type of polluting matter. Unfortunately, the random events either stopped or were extremely short incidents when the sampler was set up and the Council was unable to produce any conclusions.

It is proposed to install the composite sampler at this location again and leave it in situ for a period of a number of months in an effort to identify the offending source. In addition the Drainage Inspector for the area will be extra vigilant in order to monitor any unusual activity near any the surface water manholes in the adjoining estates.
