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	COMHAIRLE CHONTAE ATHA CLIATH THEAS


	SOUTH  DUBLIN  COUNTY  COUNCIL


MINUTES OF MEETING OF THE TALLAGHT AREA COMMITTEE 

(Dealing with Parks, Community, Housing and Environment)
HELD ON 20th FEBRUARY,  2006
PRESENT

	Councillors
	Councillors

	Corr, M
	King, C

	Daly, J
	Maloney, E

	Daly, M
	Warren, K

	Hannon, J
	

	Jones, C
	


An Cathaoirleach, Councillor E. Maloney presided.

OFFICIALS PRESENT

	Director of Community Services
	P. Smith

	Senior Executive Officers
	P. Murphy, M. Coleman, B. Coman

	Administrative Officers
	J. Kilgarriff, G. Fitzgibbon, C. Godkin

	County Librarian
	T. Walsh

	Senior Executive Parks Superintendents
	M. Keenan, B. Kearney

	Senior Executive Engineer
	L. McGee

	Arts Officer
	O. Scannell

	Senior Staff Officer
	J. Kelly

	Staff Officer
	K. Nicholls

	Clerical Officer
	S. Reinhardt


An Cathaoirleach, Councillor E. Maloney and the Members of the Tallaght Area Committee extended their deepest sympathy to former Councillor, Larry McMahon’s family on his recent death.  A minutes silence was observed.

T/97/06
CONFIRMATION AND RE-AFFIRMATION OF MINUTES

Minutes of Tallaght Area Committee Meeting held on 16th January, 2006 which had been circulated, were submitted and APPROVED as a true record and signed.  

It was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney, seconded by Councillor K. Warren and RESOLVED:

“That the recommendations contained in the Minutes of the Tallaght Area Committee held on 16th January, 2006 be ADOPTED and APPROVED".

PARKS BUSINESS

T/98/06
QUESTIONS

It was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney, seconded by Councillor M. Corr  and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13, questions 1 - 13 inclusive, be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”

T/99/06
KILTALOWN PARK – OUTSTANDING WORKS
Question: Councillor Marie Corr

"To ask the Manager to give details of outstanding works in the Kiltalown Park and to give some indication as to when this work will be completed vis-a-vis construction of walls on Kiltalown Green and Kiltalown View?"
Reply: 
Quotations are currently being sought with a view to appointing a contractor for the construction a 2 metre high wall, at the boundary of Kiltalown Park with Kiltalown View with the intention of commencing work in mid March. 

In 2005 an anticycle gate was installed along the boundary of the Park with Elm Drive and additional tree planting and footpath repairs were carried out thoughout the park at various locations. 

Recently some trees were planted at the Kiltalown View end of the park in conjunction with Housing Department’s Estate Management Section.

T/100/06
BOUNDARY WALL BETWEEN KILLINARDEN PARK AND DONOMORE ESTATE
Question: Councillor Marie Corr

"To ask the manager will the Parks Department give a detailed schedule of works to be completed on the boundary wall between Killinarden Park and the Donomore Estate in light of the numerous difficulties relating to serious litter and anti-social behaviour experienced by residents of Donomore Estate and will he make a statement on the matter?"
Reply: 

As part of the Rapid Estate Enhancement Scheme a new stone wall was recently erected at Donomore Crescent to secure the boundary of Killinarden park and to replace the boulders previously used to protect the park. A railing will be erected on top of this wall in the coming weeks.

A further line of boulders has been placed along the length of the remaining section of brick boundary wall and railing at Donomore Estate, to prevent cars gaining access to the Park. 

The Council is endeavouring to identify possible sources of funding for the repair/replacement of the boundary at this location.

In the wider context, to combat the serious and ongoing problems of joyriding, scrambling, dumping and anti-social activity in Killinarden Park which have escalated in recent weeks, a meeting was held with the Gardai Siochana, Killinarden Community Council, the Council’s Estate Management Section and Community Department. 

The Gardai are making arrangements to target this area in the coming weeks in an effort to resolve the problem. 

T/101/06
TREE PRUNING – FIRHOUSE AREA

Question: Councillor Caitriona Jones

"To  ask the manager to outline the tree pruning plans for the Firhouse area?"

Reply:

The tree pruning programme for Firhouse is listed below, the areas completed are coloured in green:-





 



Ballycullen Avenue 

 



Ballycullen Drive

 



Ballycullen Road

 



Dodder Valley Estate

 



Forest Green / Drive

 



Glenvara Park

 



Greenfield Park

 


Kilakee Way

 



Killakee Avenue

 



Killakee Gardens

 



Killakee View

 



Woodlawn Park Avenue
 



Woodlawn Park Drive

 



Woodlawn Park Grove

T/102/06
ST. MARKS  RESIDENTS ASSOCATION

Question: Councillor Eamonn Maloney

“To ask the Manager to report on progress on the various works as agreed with St. Mark's Residents Association, Springfield?"
Reply:

As previously agreed with St Marks Residents Association it is proposed to proceed with the most urgent works on the list i.e. the installation of bollards at the entrances to the various open spaces to prevent vehicle access. 

In this regard arrangements are in hand to engage a contractor to undertake the works which are scheduled to commence within the next 2/3 week. 

The remaining agreed works i.e. the upgrading of the entrance to Springfield from the N 81 will be carried out before the end of the current planting season.
T/103/06
SECURE RAILING

Question: Councillor Eamonn Maloney

"To ask the Manager to detail progress on securing a railing at (address supplied) to curb anti-social activity at this location?"

Reply:

Quotations are currently being sought from Railing Manufacturers with a view to erecting a railing on top of the existing wall at Pine Lawn, Old Bawn.

It is hoped to have the railings installed within the next 4-6 weeks.
T/104/06
REPLACEMENT TREE

Question: Councillor Eamonn Maloney

"To ask the Manager when a replacement tree will be provided at (address supplied)?"

Reply:

A replacement tree will be provided at the location referred to in the question within the next 2/3 weeks.
T/105/06
WESTPARK ESTATE – RAILING AND WALL

Question: Councillor Eamonn Maloney

"To ask the Manager for a timetable for the works (railing and wall) to be carried out at Westpark Estate?"
Reply:

The upgrading of the boundary at Westpark, Tallaght is included in the Draft Parks Works Programme 2006(Item H I No. 2 on today’s Agenda) and subject to the approval of the Committee, it is proposed to carry out the work during the Summer months when ground conditions are most suitable.
T/106/06
ENTRANCE OPPOSITE ST. AENGUS CHURCH

Question: Councillor Mick Murphy

“To ask the Manager who is responsible for maintaining the old entrance opposite St Aengus church to the Dept of Education Field in Tymon North (All Weather Pitch)?"
Reply:

This entrance is maintained by the Parks Department.
T/107/06
BALLYMOUNT PARK  CEMETERY

Question: Councillor Joe Neville

“To ask the Manager for a detailed update on discussions between South Dublin County Council and Dublin Cemeteries in relation to Ballymount Park Cemetery as outlined in a report to this Area Committee in November, 2005 and a time-frame for the full implementation of said agreement and will the Manager make a statement on this matter recognising the urgency of resolving this issue?."
Reply:

Glasnevin Cemeteries Group have now responded as follows:

“Our concerns have not changed about allowing unsupervised vehicular access to the access road to Newlands Cross Cemetery, those concerns are generally:

1. Vandalism to the trees, shrubs and landscape of the park / cemetery.

2. Litter – who will clean it up?

3. Speeding vehicles – insurance.

4. Unsavoury activities”

Glasnevin Cemeteries Group have further stated that the Council’s structural proposals are unacceptable to them. 

This matter is being further explored with Glasnevin Cemeteries Group and the Council’s Law Agent has been requested to examine the legal status of the Agreement between Glasnevin Cemeteries Group and South Dublin County Council.

T/108/06
TREE PRUNING – BIRCHVIEW ESTATE & GREENHILLS ROAD

Question: Councillor Joe Neville

" To ask the Manager to have the trees between Birchview estate and the Greenhills Road included in the forthcoming tree pruning programme as their current condition hinders motorist's vision on the Greenhills road?."
Reply:

The trees in question are situated on an area of Road Reservation. 

They are scheduled to be removed as part of the Greenhills Road realignment scheme.
T/109/06
PRUNING OF TREES

Question: Councillor Joe Neville

“To ask the Manager to have arranged the pruning of the trees at * details supplied  and could the adjacent bushes also be sprayed?."

Reply:

The pruning of these trees is not included in the current Arboricultural programme. 

However the area will be examined to ascertain what works are necessary.
T/110/06
SYLVAN DRIVE – KINGSWOOD HEIGHTS
Question: Councillor Karen Warren

“To ask the  Manager if he will reinstate the public open space on that section of Sylvan Drive in Kingswood Heights as pedestrians and vehicles exit the Estate via the Embankment Road, and if he will make a statement on the matter?"
Reply:

A number of minor works still require to be carried out on this area of open space. 

These will be completed during the summer of 2006.
T/111/06
SEAN WALSH PARK
Question: Councillor Karen Warren

“To ask the Manager what action he intends to take to address the safety concerns of residents in the Old Bawn area and other parts of Tallaght who use the Sean Walsh Park on a regular basis, if consideration has been given to the introduction of a CCTV system in the Park as a means of deterring criminal elements, if the Council are in a position to appoint additional rangers to work in tandem with the local Gardai so as to give additional security to those who use the park, and if could set out the total number of instances relating to anti-social behaviour/crime in the park in recent months, and if he will make a statement on the matter?"
Reply:

The  improvement of security measures in Sean Walsh Park  has been included in the Draft Parks Works Programme 2006. 

The Park is also covered by the security cameras located on the N81 which are monitored on an ongoing basis by the Garda Siochana. 

Meetings have also been held with the Garda Siochana regarding the particular problems relating to crime and vandalism in the park and they have agreed to undertake regular patrols through the park, particularly using the Garda Cycle Unit.  

In recent months extensive thinning operations have been carried out within the planted areas in the park with a view to improving the overall security of park users.   

A list of the total no. of instances of anti-social behaviour/crime in the park in recent months is being compiled through the Park Ranger Service and will be forwarded to the Member when complete.
T/112/06
DRAFT PARKS WORKS PROGRAMME 2006

The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was CONSIDERED:
                         Draft Parks Works Programme 2006
	Tallaght Central Electoral Area



	Location
	Description
	Budget

	Bancroft Park
	Upgrade entrances 
	10,000

	Dodder Valley Park
	Install pedestrian gates in entrances at Oldbawn
	20,000

	Kingswood Heights
	Improve boundary of Tennis Courts
	7,000

	Sean Walsh Park
	Improve security measures in liaison with the Gardai
	13,000

	Tymon Park
	Continue improvement works around Depot Buildings
	15,000

	Westpark
	Replace boundary with plinth wall and railing
	20,000

	
	Total
	85,000

	Tallaght South Electoral Area



	Location
	Description
	Budget

	Old Blessington Road/Tallaght By-Pass Junction (Springfield)
	Development of existing open space
	20,000

	Location
	Description
	Budget

	Aylesbury Park
	Construction of low stone wall boundary
	20,000

	Killininny Tower 
	Continue restoration of Tower
	20,000

	Monalea Estate
	Landscape area at Monalea Grove and Monalea Wood
	15,000

	Rathcoole
	Provide decorative lighting on trees at Fitzmaurice Road
	10,000

	
	Total
	85,000


Both Ms. M. Keenan and Mr B. Kearney,  Senior Executive Parks Superintendents summarised their relevant sections of the report.
Following discussion to which Councillors M. Daly, K. Warren, C. King and M. Corr contributed, Ms. M. Keenan and Mr. B. Kearney responded to queries raised.   The report was NOTED.
T/113/06
NEW WORKS
It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.
T/114/06
CORRESPONDENCE

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.
T/115/06
CATHAOIRLEACH’S BUSINESS
It was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney, seconded by Councillor K. Warren:
"That this Committee:

1.  Notes the continued refusal of Dublin Cemeteries Ltd., to resolve the matter of the opening hours at Ballymount Park, instructs the Parks Department to proceed with the proposed works immediately, and that this Council invoice Dublin Cemeteries Ltd., for 50% of the costs incurred.

2.  Invites the Law Agent of this Council to attend the March TAC 1 Meeting to outline to the elected members the legal status of the lease between SDCC and Dublin Cemeteries Ltd”.
The following report which had been circulated was READ:
“The Council wrote to Glasnevin Cemeteries Group as agreed on 14th November 2005 regarding the proposal to erect a barrier and a treated timber trip rail.

Glasnevin Cemeteries Group has now responded as follows:

“Our concerns have not changed about allowing unsupervised vehicular access to the access road to Newlands Cross Cemetery, those concerns are briefly:

1. Vandalism to the trees, shrubs and landscape of the park / cemetery.

2. Litter – who will clean it up?

3. Speeding vehicles – insurance.

4. Unsavoury activities”

They further state that the structural proposals of the Council are unacceptable to them and that “it would be visually undesirable to have cars parked along the link road to the cemetery.”

However, if the Motion is passed by the Committee and approved by the Council the matter will be referred to Glasnevin Cemeteries Group.

The matter of the lease Council’s and the legal status of the Agreement between SDCC and Glasnevin Cemeteries Group will be referred to the Council’s Law Agent and his opinion will be notified to the Members”.

Following discussion to which Councillors E. Maloney, K. Warren, M. Daly and J. Daly contributed, Mr. B. Coman, Senior Executive Officer responded to the queries raised.   The report was NOTED.   Members also requested that the Law Agent  attend the March meeting of the Tallaght Area Committee dealing with Parks Business.

T/116/06
SPRAYING OF EDGES


It was proposed by Councillor M. Daly, seconded by Councillor C. King:
“That this Committee recommends that the Parks Department end the process of spraying edges and service bollards and strimms edges as this process is unsightful and does not eradicate the problem”.


The following report which had been circulated was READ: 

“The Parks Department activities practised around trees, bollards, signs, lighting standards and wall/ground interfaces consist of a combination of spraying, mulching around trees and strimming.  

The control of vegetation, including grass is necessary at these locations to improve the areas visually and to reduce the maintenance task. The most cost effective and efficient method is to spray the area with a residual herbicide and if this is done in time, then there is no unsightly presence of dead foliage.  Mulching is also effective and enhances the area but is highly labour intensive and if the mulch has to be purchased, is an additional cost. This method is employed in areas such as the Tallaght Town Centre.

Strimming as suggested by the Councillor is labour intensive, requires several visits per year and the strimming can cause serious damage to the bark of trees.  However, there are occasions where this method of vegetation control is employed when spraying may not have been done”.
Following a contribution from Councillor M. Daly, Mr. B. Kearney, Senior Executive Parks Superintendent responded to queries raised.   The report was NOTED.

T/117/06
SKATE PARK – TALLAGHT


It was proposed by Councillor M. Daly, seconded by Councillor C. King:
“That this committee requests the Manager to locate a site for a skate park in Tallaght central area to enable people to begin a process of fund raising planning etc"



The following report which had been circulated was READ:
“The proposed skatepark at Lucan is a pilot project for the Council.

The operation of this skatepark will be monitored and reviewed after which the possibility of providing additional skatepark facilities in other relevant locations, will be examined”.
Following discussion to which Councillors J. Daly, M. Corr, C. Jones contributed, Mr. B. Coman, Senior Executive Officer responded to queries raised.   The report was NOTED and it was AGREED that this issue be brought to the Sports & Recreation Strategic Policy Committee Meeting for discussion.




COMMUNITY  BUSINESS
T/118/06
QUESTIONS

It was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney, seconded by Councillor M. Corr   and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13, question 14 - 17, be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”
T/119/06
JOBSTOWN VILAGE CHILDCARE FACILITY


QUESTION:   Councillor Marie Corr

“To ask the manager when the Jobstown Village childcare facility will be open and to outline any anticipated delays that may be encountered prior to opening and will he make a statement on the matter?”

REPLY:


A proposed lease of the facility at Jobstown Village Square to the Jobstown Childcare Centre Ltd for the provision of a Childcare Centre was put before the Council Meeting on the 13th February 2006 and approved.

Further contact will now be made by South Dublin County Council’s Law Department with the solicitors acting for the Jobstown Childcare Centre Ltd to arrange for the signing and sealing of the lease. It is expected that this should be completed within a six week period When the completed lease is in place the keys of the facility will be handed over to Jobstown Childcare Centre Ltd who will make the decision as to when they will open the facility to the local community.   
T/120/06
WATERGATE BRIDGE & TALLAGHT VILLAGE – CCTV SCHEME

QUESTION: Councillor E Moloney

“To ask the Manager, to detail progress on the provision of the CCTV Scheme for Watergate Bridge and Tallaght Village.

REPLY:

Two proposed CCTV Schemes have been approved by the Department of Justice, Equality and Law Reform as follows: -

· A Garda Scheme

· A Community Based Scheme


Garda Scheme

In the South Dublin County area two Garda Schemes have been approved VIZ. at Tallaght Town Centre and at Clondalkin Village, including Newlands Cross area. 

The Minister for Justice Equality and Law Reform has stated as follows in a reply to a recent parliamentary question;

“A number of Garda CCTV systems have been rolled out to various locations in the State in recent years.  Initial installations took place in Dublin, Cork and Tralee and a further 17 locations nationwide were subsequently selected, including Clondalkin and Tallaght to receive a Garda CCTV system.  This programme of implementation of CCTV systems is being implemented on a phased basis.

Installation of CCTV systems is of necessity a detailed, complex and lengthy process.  I am anxious to accelerate the implementation of the CCTV Programme and reduce as far as possible the workload of the Garda Siochana in this regard.  I believe that the answer is to outsource the installation of Garda CCTV systems to the greater extent possible, making use not only of the technical but also of the project management expertise in the private sector.  I have asked the Commissioner to submit proposals for outsourced CCTV systems in the eleven locations in the remaining two phases, with a view to achieving implementation in priority locations by the end of 2006.”

Following the passing of an Emergency Motion at the Tallaght Area Committee meeting on the 21st November 2005, the Department of Justice, Equality and Law Reform were written to on the 12th December 2005, outlining the urgent need for the Tallaght Scheme and requesting an approximate time scale for implementation of the Scheme.  A reply is awaited and the members will be updated as soon as a reply is received.

 

Community Scheme

The Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform launched a Grant Scheme for community based CCTV systems on the 15th June 2005 to facilitate local based community groups who wish to install CCTV systems in local areas.

Grant assistance of up to a maximum of €100,000, subject to availability of funds towards the cost of the scheme, is available from the Department in respect of approved schemes.  The Department of Community, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs will provide matching funding in respect of approved schemes in RAPID areas.

It is understood that three applications from the Tallaght Electoral Area have been approved funding in respect of the pre-development phase of the Programme.
T/121/06
KINGSWOOD COMMUNITY  & LEISURE CENTRE
QUESTION:   Councillor Joe Neville

"To ask the Manager for a detailed update on the most recent grant application from Kingswood Community & Leisure Centre Ltd with specific reference to the amount applied for, the criteria and time-frame for the granting of such an amount (when will it come before the Area Committee for approval) and will the Manager note the beneficial effects for the entire Kingswood community if this application is approved by the Council?."

REPLY:
A grant application has been received from the Kingswood Community & Leisure Centre Ltd for the development of a new Multi-Purpose Community Centre adjacent to the existing prefabricated community building. The new centre will cover an area of 300sq mts and the projected cost is €515,000.

The amount of grant aid applied for is €100,000 which is the maximum available to areas other than areas of disadvantage

A number of conditions apply and the applicant is aware of these. A Community Worker has been assigned to this committee to assist them in progressing the project. Planning permission has been applied for and when this is approved the Community Services Department will process the application.

T/122/06
SEAN WALSH PARK – CCTV 
QUESTION: Councillor J Neville

“To ask the Manager, for a detailed update on any proposals for the provision of CCTV cameras in the vicinity of Sean Walsh Park in view of the well publicised attacks on pedestrians in that park and will the Manager please note the December announcement by the Government of the availability of grants of up to €200,000 for local authorities to provide such CCTV cameras and will the Manager make a statement on the issues raised within this question?

REPLY:

Two proposed CCTV Schemes have been approved by the Department of Justice, Equality and Law Reform as follows: -

· A Garda Scheme

· A Community Based Scheme


Garda Scheme

In the South Dublin County area two Garda Schemes have been approved VIZ. at Tallaght Town Centre and at Clondalkin Village, including Newlands Cross area. 

The Minister for Justice Equality and Law Reform has stated as follows in a reply to a recent parliamentary question;

“A number of Garda CCTV systems have been rolled out to various locations in the State in recent years.  Initial installations took place in Dublin, Cork and Tralee and a further 17 locations nationwide were subsequently selected, including Clondalkin and Tallaght to receive a Garda CCTV system.  This programme of implementation of CCTV systems is being implemented on a phased basis.

Installation of CCTV systems is of necessity a detailed, complex and lengthy process.  I am anxious to accelerate the implementation of the CCTV Programme and reduce as far as possible the workload of the Garda Siochana in this regard.  I believe that the answer is to outsource the installation of Garda CCTV systems to the greater extent possible, making use not only of the technical but also of the project management expertise in the private sector.  I have asked the Commissioner to submit proposals for outsourced CCTV systems in the eleven locations in the remaining two phases, with a view to achieving implementation in priority locations by the end of 2006.”

Following the passing of an Emergency Motion at the Tallaght Area Committee meeting on the 21st November 2005, the Department of Justice, Equality and Law Reform were written to on the 12th December 2005, outlining the urgent need for the Tallaght Scheme and requesting an approximate time scale for implementation of the Scheme.  A reply is awaited and the members will be updated as soon as a reply is received.

 

Community Scheme

The Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform launched a Grant Scheme for community based CCTV systems on the 15th June 2005 to facilitate local based community groups who wish to install CCTV systems in local areas.

Grant assistance of up to a maximum of €100,000, subject to availability of funds towards the cost of the scheme, is available from the Department in respect of approved schemes.  The Department of Community, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs will provide matching funding in respect of approved schemes in RAPID areas.

It is understood that three applications from the Tallaght Electoral Area have been approved funding in respect of the pre-development phase of the Programme.

The  improvement of security measures in Sean Walsh Park  has been included in the Draft Parks Works Programme 2006. 

The Park is also covered by the security cameras located on the N81 which are monitored on an ongoing basis by the Garda Siochana. 

Meetings have also been held with the Garda Siochana regarding the particular problems relating to crime and vandalism in the park and they have agreed to undertake regular patrols through the park, particularly using the Garda Cycle Unit.  

In recent months extensive thinning operations have been carried out within the planted areas in the park with a view to improving the overall security of park users.   

A list of the total no. of instances of anti-social behaviour/crime in the park in recent months is being compiled through the Park Ranger Service and will be forwarded to the Member when complete.
T/123/06
APPLICATION FOR GRANTS

The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was CONSIDERED:

“Applications for grants under the Council’s Community Grants Scheme have been received from the organisations listed below. Payment of these grants to these organisations, in accordance with the conditions of the Scheme, in the amounts set out hereunder, is recommended for approval:-

	Ref:
	Group

	Type of Application


	Date of Application
	Amount



	SCRA 426/ GF 1372
	Kingswood Heights Residents Association,

13 Garrynisk Road,

Kingswood,

Tallaght,

Dublin 24.
	Equipment grant towards the purchase of lawnmower and strimmers
	22/12/05
	€500


A Contribution is being made to the following groups:-

	Ref:
	Group

	Type of Application


	Date of Application
	Amount



	
	An Garda Siochana,

Tallaght,

Dublin 24.
	Contribution towards hosting a Basketball Tournament in the Basketball Arena, Tallaght
	13/01/06
	€650

	
	Tallaght Swim Team,

c/o Balrothery Sports Complex,

Tallaght,

Dublin 24.
	Contribution towards hosting annual gala.
	12/01/06
	€1,200


Application for Grants (Arts Act 2003)

Application for grants under the Council’s Arts Grants Scheme have been received from the organisations listed below.  Payment of these grants to these organisations, in accordance with the conditions of the Scheme, in the amounts set out hereunder, is recommended for approval:-

	Ref:
	Group

	Type of Application


	Date of Application
	Amount

€

	SCRA 1670 agf 517
	Spirit Youth Service

Irish Wheelchair Association

St Kevins Family Resource Centre

KIlnamanagh

Tallaght

Dublin 24
	Arts Grant 

A short drama production performed by young people with disabilities
	13/1/06
	600

	SCRA 1667AGF 513
	Tallaght School of Drama

3 Cloonmore Road

Tallaght

Dublin 24
	Arts Grant Shoot a short film featuring children
	3/1/06
	300


Following a contribution from Councillor C. King, Mr. B. Coman, Senior Executive Officer responded to queries raised.    

It was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney, seconded by Councillor M. Corr and RESOLVED:
“That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council approve payment of the above grants recommended in the foregoing report”.
T/124/06
LIBRARY/NEWS EVENTS
The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was CONSIDERED:

February/March 2006

	Branch
	Events
	Date

	Castletymon
	Visits from School and children’s groups
	Tuesday mornings from 10am – 11am

	
	Adult Book Club 

New Members Welcome.
	Tuesday 28th February from 11am – 12noon

	
	Book Displays

“Speaking of Reading”…Library staff recommend” a selection of books chosen by staff to celebrate Readiscover Week.
	Month of March

	
	Book Displays

Seachtain na Gaeilge we have a display of Irish books from both the adult and junior sections of the library
	Month of March

	
	Seachtain na Gaeilge
Coffee Morning and Sean Nos Dancing Show
	Monday 13th March from 11am – 12noon



	
	Housebound Service
	First Tuesday of the month – 7th March 

	
	Seachtain na Gaeilge
Stories in Irish for young children
	Tuesday 14th March from 10am –11am Class Booking

	
	Adults Book club

Perfume by Patrick Suskind is this month’s book club book.
	Tuesday 28th March from 11am to 12noon


	
	Computer Classes for beginners Booking Essential
	Wednesdays from 10am to 12noon

	
	Seachtain na Gaeilge

Tráth Na gCéist - Table Quiz 
	Wednesday 8th March 10.30am  - 11.30am Class Booking

	
	Seachtain na Gaeilge

Classes in Traditional Music 
	Wednesday 15th March 12noon –1pm Class Booking

	
	Seachtain na Gaeilge

Bingo as Gaeilge
	Wednesday 15th March

3.30pm – 4.30pm

Age group 7 –12yrs 

	
	Seachtain na Gaeilge

Charades in Irish for children
	Thursday 16th March from 3.30pm – 4.30 pm

	
	Spanish Classes for Improvers

New members welcome
	Fridays from 9.45am – 10.45am


 For further information contact 4524888

February/March 2006

	Branch
	Events
	Date

	Tallaght
	Photographic Exhibition


	Month of February

	
	Drama Workshop with Anthony Breathnach of the Purple Heart Theatre Company
	Monday 13th February from 4.30-6pm Booking Required

	
	Photography Workshop with Eddie Byrne
	Tuesday 14th February from 4.30-6.30pm Booking Required

	
	Creative Writing Workshop with Neil Richardson (Age Group 10-14 years)
	Thursday from 4.15pm -6pm for 12 Weeks Booking Required

	
	How to write your CV with Nancy Nunez
	Saturday 18th February at 12noon

	
	Exhibition: 50 Years of Ireland’s Membership of the U.N.
	Month of March

	
	English Class Pre-intermediate Level Booking required
	Mondays from 6.30pm -8pm

	
	French Conversation Group Booking required
	Tuesdays from 11pm - 12.30pm 

	
	Irish Class for Improvers Booking required
	Tuesdays from 6.30pm - 8pm

	
	Book Club
	Tuesday 7th March from 7pm - 8pm

	
	Chess Club for 8-12 Year-Olds Newcomers Welcome
	Wednesdays from 6.30pm - 7.30pm 

	
	Creative Writing (Adults) Booking required
	Wednesdays from 6.30pm - 8pm


	
	Gardening Talk
	Wednesday 29th March from 7pm - 8pm

	
	Creative Writing Workshop with Neil Richardson for ages 10 - 14 years Booking Required
	Thursday from 4.15pm -6pm for 12 Weeks

	
	English for foreign-national women Booking required
	Thursday Mornings from 10.30pm – 12noon

	
	Beginners Spanish 

Booking required
	Thursday Evenings from 6.30-8.00pm (Finishes 23rd March)

	
	READiscover 2nd - 9th March 2006 “For The Love of Books” with Senator David Norris and Paul Durcan
	Thursday 2nd March at 8pm

	
	Seachtain na Gaeilge

Storytelling as Gaeilge with Niall de Búrca
	School Bookings

	
	Seachtain na Gaeilge
Bingo as Gaeilge (Class Booking)
	Monday 13th March from 10.30am - 11.30am

	
	Seachtain na Gaeilge 

Irish Class for Foreign Nationals (adults) Booking Essential
	Monday 6th March from 7pm - 8pm

	
	Seachtain na Gaeilge

Traditional Music Workshop for Children 
	Wednesday 15th March 10am - 12noon

	
	Seachtain na Gaeilge

Childrens Author Colmán Ó Raghallaigh, School Booking
	Thursday 16th from 10am - 11.30am

	
	Seachtain na Gaeilge

Céilí (For Booked School Groups)
	Friday 10th March from 11am - 12.30pm, 


For further information contact 4620073

Ms. T. Walsh, County Librarian summarised the report.   Following a contribution from Councillor K. Warren, the report was NOTED.
T/125/06
SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL ARTS DEVELOPMENT STRATEGY 2006-2010

The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was CONSIDERED.

SDCC Arts Development Strategy 2006-2010
Ms. O. Scannell, Arts Officer summarised the report.  Following discussion to which Councillors E. Maloney and M. Corr contributed, Ms. O. Scannell, Arts Officer responded to queries raised.   The report was NOTED.
T/126/06
DRAFT COUNTY PLAY POLICY

The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was CONSIDERED:
HI-7 Draft County Play Policy.doc
Following discussion to which Councillors E. Maloney, M. Corr, M. Daly and C. Jones contributed, Mr. G. Fitzgibbon, Administrative Officer responded to queries raised.    The report was NOTED.
T/127/06
COMMUNITY LINKAGE
The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was CONSIDERED:
“Community Linkage Fund -  TALLAGHT
Background to Community Linkage Fund:

The Community Linkage Contribution Fund is derived from contributions, set at €2.54/Sq.ft. of development, paid by investors/developers in compliance with the Tax Incentive Scheme under the Council’s Integrated Area Plan (IAP). 

The core purpose of the Community Linkage Contribution Fund is to assist the developments of projects and programmes to address local community need and enhance the quality of life for people in the various neighbourhoods. In Tallaght those neighbourhoods are: Killinarden, Jobstown, Brookfield and Fettercairn. 

Assessment Report:

The Tallaght Assessment Panel under Community Linkage Contribution Fund already recommended a number of projects for funding in 2004 which were subsequently approved by the Area Committee and the full Council.  

The role of the Assessment Panel was to consider applications that were submitted under the Community Linkage Contribution Fund and to make recommendations regarding applications considered suitable for funding. 

Tallaght IAP Committee

At a meeting of the Tallaght IAP Committee in December 2005 at which a progress report on the projects was presented. At this meeting it was agreed to allocate extra funding to two of the projects that had drawn down their funding and who had requested additional funding for an extension of their projects for a further year. 

Accordingly the Committee recommended that these projects be approved for additional funding under the Scheme as follows,

	Surestart School Familiarisation Project
	Project aims to continue to pilot an integrated response to the needs of vulnerable families of non-Irish nationals with young children in local schools and entering the school system in West Tallaght.

Develop a resource pack for parents and schools and a model of good practice for schools
	€35,000

	Fettercairn Horse Project
	To continue to employ a Project Co-ordinator.

The project has benefited immensely from the previous funding and has more than doubled the number of groups attending the project.
	€40,000


The above approvals are subject to applicants complying with conditions to ensure that the funding is applied in accordance with the requirements of the Council. 


The report was NOTED.
T/128/06
NEW WORKS


It was NOTED there was no business under this heading

T/129/06
CORRESPONDENCE
It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.

T/130/06
CATHAOIRLEACH’S BUSINESS 

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.

T/131/06
BALLYCRAGH COMMUNITY CENTRE


It was proposed by Councillor C. Jones, seconded by Councillor M. Daly:
“That this Committee requests a report on the intended plans for funding the management and maintenance of the planned Ballycragh Community Centre”




The following report which had been circulated was READ:
“To date funds totalling €769,000 have been secured through development levies to construct the proposed community facility. The committee can also apply to South Dublin County Council for a grant for the development of a new multi-purpose community centre of €100,000 under Community Services Department Grants scheme. This will bring the total funds for construction of the facility to €869,000.

The local committee of which the Community Services Department have representation on have been working hard over the last few years to consult with the local community to ascertain the optimum location for the proposed facility and the services which should be provided within this. 

On completion of the facility, the committee will be entitled to apply for the Multi-purpose Community Centre Maintenance and Running Costs grant contained in the Community Grants Booklet.

The local committee have also had initial discussions with the management committee of the Bohernabreena Enterprise Centre regarding the possibilities of merging resources to assist with the management of the new proposed facility”.

Following a contribution from Councillor C. Jones, the report was NOTED.

HOUSING  BUSINESS
T/132/06
QUESTIONS

It was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney, seconded by Councillor M. Corr  and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13, questions 18-25 be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”

T/133/06
MONTPELIER COURT DEVELOPMENT

Question:
Councillor M. Corr

"To ask the Manager to indicate the number of affordable units in the Montpelier Court development, to state how many units still remain to be sold and if there are no further units for sale what the date of sale of the last unit was?"

Reply:

There are a total of 28 units in this development. To date 27 units have been sold with 26 sales fully completed and the units occupied. One unit has been sold and we are awaiting a final closing date to complete the sale. The last remaining unit is currently being offered for sale to approved applicants on the affordable housing approval list. As soon as we have a buyer for this unit the relevant disposal procedures will be instigated. 
T/134/06
BROOKVIEW AREA -  WORKS TO BE CARRIED OUT
QUESTION: Councillor M. Corr

"To ask the Manager to undertake a comprehensive audit of necessary works such as broken boundary walls, positioning of railings/gates etc in partnership with residents representatives of the Brookview area with respect to the security-proofing of the estate in order to eliminate gathering/access points for people engaging in criminal or Anti-social behaviour?"

REPLY:
Several railings and walls have been recently been erected at various locations throughout Brookview following requests from residents. With regard to outstanding works on boundary walls, gates and railings, the Estate Officer and Allocations Support Officer in conjunction with resident’s representatives are in the process of compiling a list of necessary works for the Brookview area. 

As you are aware, there is also a process being undertaken through the Housing Department, and in consultation with all of the local elected representatives, to identify sites that are currently or are likely to become, problem areas of anti-social behaviour. It is expected that, through these initiatives, all of the areas of concern can be identified and measures taken to tackle the problems identified. 
 

T/135/06
WEST TALLAGHT AREA – VACANT HOUSES


QUESTION:  Councillor M. Corr

“To ask the Manager to give a detailed update with regard to vacant houses in the West Tallaght area, outlining reasons for delays in the reletting of properties and outlining how this process will be speeded up going forward given the untold misery neighbouring houses to vacant properties have to endure while houses are left empty?"

 

REPLY:
There are currently in approximately 40 vacant houses in the Tallaght area.  These houses have been vacant for periods ranging from several months to several days.  Houses are being handed over to Housing Department for pre-let repairs at a rate of two to three per week.  Houses become vacant for a wide variety of reasons including the surrender or abandonment of a house by the tenant, fire damage, vandalism by anti-social elements within the community, willful damage caused by tenant or members of his/her household and to facilitate transfer requests.
Detailed below are typical examples of the range of repairs that may be required to be undertaken to render a house fir for re-let:-
*Replacement of roof and internal fabric of house (in case of fire damage)
*Full electrical inspection and replacement of fixtures and fittings
*Full heating and plumbing inspection, installation or replacement of heating system, replacement of sanitary fittings and fixtures
*Internal plasterwork (ceilings and walls)
*Replacement of floor coverings (usually tiles downstairs - non slip)
*Replacement of doors and windows (windows must comply with appropriate regulations to facilitate escape in case of fire)
*Replacement or installation of kitchen units with associated electrical works
*Replacement of locks (front and back doors)and general woodwork and joinery repairs
*Insulation of house and attic
*General redecoration of house following repairs
*Removal of rubbish and clean up of back and front gardens
*Specialist clean-up of house and garden in cases where drug activity is involved
These repairs are carried out by qualified contractors on behalf of Housing Department with input also from Housing Maintenance staff.  The scope and nature of repairs required in each case will determine the period of time during which a house may be vacant.  In all appropriate cases houses are secured as much as possible against break-in and the substantial cost of this to Housing Department ensures that houses are turned around as quickly as possible.  However it should be noted that there are factors which will on occasion prevent houses being made available as quickly as Housing Department would wish e.g.
*The Council must follow prescribed legal procedures to re-acquire a house that has been abandoned.  At least 28 days must elapse before action can be taken on an Abandonment Notice
*Houses are frequently targeted by anti-social elements who succeed in breaching security and vandalize houses resulting in repairs having to be undertaken again.  It is not unusual for this to occur to the same house on more than one occasion
*Houses are also frequently targeted for illegal dumping of household refuse and white goods which then require additional clean-ups
*There is on occasion difficulty in locating tenants for houses which may have to be offered to many qualified applicants before an offer will be accepted.  This can put houses at risk as they must remain vacant until applicant is found who will accept tenancy.
The above issues which have serious implications regarding turn around time are being vigorously addressed by Housing Department's Allocations, Allocations Support  and Estate Management Sections in conjunction with Housing Maintenance Section and indeed the local communities concerned.  With regard to a refurbishment programme some 153 houses have been completed to date under the present scheme with another 14 currently on hand.  An application will be made to Department of Environment and Local Government (DoELG) to include at least another another 100 houses in the next phase of Refurbishment Programme.
The random nature in which houses become vacant preclude them from being included in the DoELG approved Refurbishment Programme.  Housing Department is at present arranging to substantially increase the number of contractors available for re-let repair work which will enable us to maintain AND improve turn around time (noting nature of repairs will dictate completion times) and importantly by continuing to work with those on the Housing Waiting List and local communities seek to have the problems outlined above eliminated.
Since 1st November 2005 some 30 houses that were vacated have been repaired and re-let by Housing Department.  All the vacant houses, including 9 damaged by fire since 1/11/05, are in the process of being prepared for re-let e.g. either with contractors  (for detailed cost estimates)  and/or Housing direct labour staff.
As already mentioned, additional contractors will be available to Housing Department staff and this will increase the turn over rate of houses returned to Housing for re-let repairs
T/136/06
ST. AENGUS GREEN
QUESTION: Councillor E. Maloney

"To ask the Manager if the plan to provide an infill housing development at St. Aengus Green on the section of open space where residents have complained of anti-social behaviour can be re-visited.   This location was discussed for infill in 1998?"

REPLY:
The Council’s Architectural Services Department will be requested to include this location in a survey of potential infill housing sites which will be carried out later this year. 

It would be helpful if details were submitted by residents indicating their preferences for the proposal.
T/137/06
ST. MUIRIN’S HOUSE, AVONBEG
QUESTION: Councillor E. Maloney

"To ask the Manager when construction work on the building to replace St. Muirin's House, Avonbeg will commence?"

REPLY
The part 8 report in respect of the construction of the replacement Community Facility (St. Muirins) and the provision of 7 no. dwellings was presented to and noted by the Council at their July 2005 meeting. 

The cost plan was prepared and submitted to the Department of the Environment Heritage & Local Government for approval on the 7th November 2005.

When the approval of the Department is received the necessary tender documents will be prepared to enable the procurement process to commence. On receipt of an acceptable tender arrangements will be made to commence construction at the earliest opportunity. The development will be carried out in phases with the construction of the replacement community facility comprising the first element. 
T/138/06
JUNCTION OF MAPLEWOOD AVE & N81 – KISSING GATE
QUESTION: Councillor J. Neville

" To ask the Manager to have arranged the installation of a kissing gate at the junction of Maplewood Ave and the N81 to prevent unimpeded pedestrian access by young children  on to the N81,in view of the number of young families about to move in to this recently competed development(Maplewood Homes) and while noting that this is a new development and therefore has not been taken in charge by South Dublin County Council ,the surrounding estate and footpaths have been taken in charge and such a gate could be located at the perimeter of the new estate and the adjacent footpath and will the Manager make a statement on the issues raised within this question?"

REPLY:
Forty residential units were acquired at the above location for sale as affordable units.  The Council is in the process of disposing of these units to eligible applicants who qualified under the Affordable Housing Scheme .As this is a private development the Housing Department is not responsible for the installation of gates.  This will become a matter for the residents when they take up occupation of their new homes.       

However, in light of your request the Roads Department has been requested to examine the said development and a report will issue to you in due course.  
T/139/06
ST.DOMINIC’S HOUSING ASSOCATION

QUESTION: 
Councillor J. Neville

“ To ask the Manager for a detailed update on discussions between Council officials and St. Dominic’s Housing Association in relation to the provision of emergency accommodation, with specific reference to a letter sent to the Council dated November 29th, 2005 and will the Manager please note that accommodation was offered to St. Dominic’s Housing Association in December, 2004 but such accommodation unfortunately proved unsuitable for the Housing Association and will the Manager outline in detail what endeavours will be made to expedite this issue and will the Manager make a detailed statement on the issues raised in this question?” 

REPLY: 
South Dublin County Council has had a long standing positive relationship for a number of years with the St. Dominic’s group which, in fact, pre dates the establishment of St. Dominic’s Housing Association.  With particular reference to the letter of November 29th, 2005 from St. Dominic’s Housing Association, the various issues raised therein were addressed and discussed in detail with the Chairperson of the Association in the course of a telephone communication from the Council in early January 2006 and were discussed further in the course of a formal meeting with the Association on 27th January, 2006.  




As the Councillor is aware, the Council did identify a premises in Tallaght village which was offered to St. Dominic's Housing Association by the Council in December 2004 for use as emergency homeless accommodation.  The Association, having considered the matter indicated that the premises in question was not suitable for the particular type of service which the Association wishes to provide.  While the Council continues to seek to identify a suitable site/premises, the availability of such sites/premises in such a central location is extremely limited.  Following the meeting of 27th January, 2006, St. Dominic’s Housing Association has undertaken to explore a number of possibilities regarding the development of proposals with private developers as part of the Part V planning process and the Council will maintain ongoing contact with the Association regarding the development of proposals.    

The members will be kept informed of progress in this matter.  

T/140/06
TRAVELLER GROUP HOUSING SCHEME ON DALETREE ROAD
QUESTION: Councillor K. Warren

"To ask the  Manager to set out what action will be taken by his Department to deal with the ongoing problems of anti-social behaviour, littering, illegal bonfires in connection with the Traveller Group housing Scheme on Daletree Road, exactly when will a CCTV system be put in place to deal with this illegality, the total number of warnings issued to tenants within this scheme concerning their behaviour, and if he will make a statement on the matter?"

REPLY
The Traveller Accommodation Unit has received complaints from residents in the area in respect of illegal dumping in Daletree Place. The Traveller Accommodation Unit investigated these matters and subsequently issued residents with a written request reminding them of their responsibilities to keep the area clean at all times and to address issues of illegal dumping. When a further occurrence was reported all tenants were issued with a formal written warning.  The Traveller Accommodation Unit in association with the Environmental Services Department arranged a clean-up of an area near the entrance to the cul-de-sac in the site at considerable cost to the Council. The area is subject to continuous review at present and arrangements are being made to install a mobile CCTV system in conjunction with the Environmental Services Department to identify those responsible for any further occurrences and to enable the Council to issue proceedings against those involved in such activities.

The Traveller Accommodation Unit also met with residents, Support groups and the local Community Garda with a view to resolving the matters referred to in the question. While there has been a marked improvement in the situation which is welcome, the Council will continue with its efforts until it is satisfied that the chances of further re-occurrences are eliminated.

T/141/06
REPORT ON HOUSING CONSTRUCTION PROGRAMME


The report by the Manager which had been circulated was CONSIDERED:
“The up-to-date position of the construction programme for the County area is set out in the detail below: - 
Completions in 2004 :-

	Total
	No. of Units 
	81


Completions in 2005 :-

	Scheme Name
	No. of Units 
	Completion Dates

	Russell Square
	110
	2005

	Bawnlea
	7
	March 2005 

	Jobstown Village Core
	10
	March 2005 

	Cushlawn, Phase II
	31
	2005 

	Daletree, Ballycragh
	8
	September 2005

	Fettercairn Village
	22
	2005 

	Sub Total
	188
	


On Site:-

	Scheme Name
	No. of Units on Site
	Completion Dates

	Fettercairn Village, Phase 1  Includes extension to creche & community facility         
	14
	(In Phases) Feb 06 – Mar 06

	Avonbeg, Phase 3
	47
	In phases September, 2006

	Fortunestown B, Phase 2
	66 (+52 Vol. Units)
	March 2006- June 2006

	Fortunestown B, Phase 4
	120
	April 06 - August, 2006

	Fortunestown B, Phase 1
	110
	May, 2006

	Deer Park (Joint Venture)
	119
	(In phases) February 2006 – April 2006

	Daletree (Part 5/Joint Venture)
	27
	Late 2006 

	Hunterswood (Part V)
	9
	Late 2006  

	Brookfield Village+ Community Facility
	16
	May 2006 

	Deerpark (Part V)
	36
	February – April 2006 

	Belfry
	35
	December 2006 

	Belgard Square
	44
	Late 2006 

	Sub.Total
	643
	






Tenders Recommended

	Scheme Name
	No of Units

	Kilcarrig Phase 3 (SH274)
	Tender recommendation in the sum of €13,694,394 for the construction of 80 units by D&I Construction Ltd., Tyrell House, Main Street Blessington, Co Wicklow 

	Cushlawn Phase 3 (SH278)
	Tender recommendation in the sum of €4,148,160 for the construction of 22 units by Owenbee Group, Unit 4, Fairways Mall, Donnabate, Co. Dublin

	Sub Total
	102


Tenders being examined

	Scheme Name
	No. Of Housing Units

	Castlepark
	9(3 specially adapted units)

	Sub Total
	9


Tender Production

	Scheme Name
	No. of Housing Units

	Kiltalown Green
	28

	Sub Total
	28


Part 8 Approved by Council:- 

	Scheme Name
	No. of Housing Units

	Avonbeg Phase 4 (SH252)
	7 & St Muirins House

	Sub Total
	7


At Concept/Design Stage:-

	Scheme Name
	Approx . No. Of Units

	Fortunestown B, Phase3
	120

	Fettercairn Village, Phase2
	10

	Kilclare, Phase2
	30 (concepts presented to Tallaght Area Committee Meeting 16/06//2003)

	Kilclare Phase3
	15

	Knockmore House (incl. 15 units for Bernardos)
	60 (concepts presented to Tallaght Area Committee Meeting 16/06//2003)

	Whitestown Stream
	-

	Suncroft
	-

	Whitebrook Park
	- (concepts presented to Tallaght Area Committee Meeting 20/09/2004)

	Stocking Lane
	-(concept under preparation)

	Swiftbrook
	-(concept presented to Tallaght Area Committee Meeting 08/12/04)

	Rossfield Infill
	Concepts being prepared

	Fettercairn Phase 2
	Concept presented to Tallaght Area Committee 7th December 2005

	Castletymon
	Concept presented to Tallaght Area Committee 7th December 2005

	Sub Total
	235


Other potential sites are also being examined.”
Mr. P. Murphy, Senior Executive Officer summarised the report.   The report was NOTED.
T/142/06
REPORT ON IMPLEMENTATION OF TRAVELLER ACCOMMODATION PROGRAMME 2005-2008


The report by the Manager which had been circulated was CONSIDERED:
“The assessment of Traveller accommodation needs conducted in association with the process leading to the adoption of the Traveller Accommodation Programme 2005 - 2008 indicated that there is a need to provide 215 units of Traveller-specific accommodation throughout the County during the course of the programme.  This accommodation is to cater for both immediate requirements and future family formations.  

To date, twenty units of Traveller-specific permanent accommodation have been delivered under the 2005 – 2008 programme and it is anticipated that 40 units of permanent and emergency accommodation will be completed in 2006.

The Council adopted the Traveller Accommodation Programme 2005 – 2008 unanimously on 9th May 2005.

The incomplete elements of the previous accommodation programme form the first phase of the current accommodation programme. 

The following is the current position on developments at various stages of delivery in this Area Committee’s jurisdiction. 

	Traveller Accommodation Programme 2005 - 2008

	Scheme
	Type and No. of Units
	Part X/8 Advertised
	Architect
	Comments

	Belgard Park
	R.C.P. – 10 Bays
	
	
	Residents moved into RCP on 5th May 2005.

	Daletree Place 
	10 Group Houses
	
	
	Residents moved into houses in August 2005.

	St. Aidan’s Close

Brookfield
	Group Houses – 5.
	22/04/03
	G.A.P.
	Under construction.  Scheduled to be completed by Spring 2006. 

	Hazel Hill, Killinardin
	Group Houses – 5

R.C.P. – 5 Bays
	Completed
	M.V. Cullinan
	Currently on site

	Fortunestown
	10 Group Houses – 
	
	SAB
	On site since December 2005.  Scheduled to be completed in 2006.

	Hayden's Lane
	8 Group Houses
	22/04/2003
	G.A.P.
	On site. To be completed this year.

	Kishogue
	Group Houses – 10 R.C.P. – 10 Bays
	Completed.
	M.V. Cullinan
	Advert for re-tendering of construction of permanent site advertised on 27/1/06.

	Stocking Lane
	R.C.P. – 10 Bays
	Completed
	G.A.P.
	DoE,H&LG approval of.  cost plan awaited. 

	Lynch's Lane
	Group Houses – 10 R.C.P. – 10 Bays
	------
	M.V. Cullinan
	 DoE,H&LG approval of.  cost plan awaited.

	Tay Lane
	 7 Group Houses
	 
	 
	Part 8 report noted by SDCC on 9th of January 2006.  Cost plan to be prepared.

	Fonthill Road
	 3 Group Houses

3 Bays
	 16/05/05
	 
	Being provided through Part V mechanism.  Part 8 report noted at July 2005 Council meeting.


	Coldcut Road
	R.C.P. – 8 Bays
	16/05/05
	------
	Part 8 reports for 8-bay RCP noted at July 2005 Council meeting. 


	Ballyowen Lane
	5/6 Group Houses
	------
	G.A.P.
	On hold. No progress.

	Rathcoole
	10 group houses
	Part X completed
	Arch Services Dept
	On hold awaiting resolution of access road issue.

	Lock Road Emergency Site
	7 bays
	___
	Arch Services Dept.
	Site completed by contractor; awaiting completion of ESB works. 


Oldcastle Park Redevelopment - 20 units pf permanent accommodation to be provided in two phases; the first scheduled to commence construction in 2007.

Belgard Road Re-development - Scheduled to start construction in 2008.  Further progress on this scheme dependent on TT Master Plan and current planning permission application

The remaining developments, listed below, are at site identification stage:

Adamstown – 3 developments, 30 units

Brittas - 
10 units

Blackchurch -
10 units

Bustyhill - 
8 units

Newcastle - 
10 units”
Mr. P. Murphy, Senior Executive Officer summarised the report.   The report was NOTED.

T/143/06
REPORT ON ST. DOMINIC’S HOUSING ASSOCATION


The report by the Manager which had been circulated was CONSIDERED:

“South Dublin County Council has had a long standing positive relationship for a number of years with the St. Dominic’s group which, in fact, pre dates the establishment of St. Dominic’s Housing Association.  Following the discussion at the Tallaght Area Committee meeting of January 16th, 2006 a formal meeting was held with the Association on 27th January 2006, during which the issues regarding the provision of suitable emergency accommodation for homeless persons were fully explored. 




As previously indicated to the members, the Council identified a premises in Tallaght village which was offered to St. Dominic's Housing Association by the Council in December 2004 for use as emergency homeless accommodation.  The Association, having considered the matter indicated that the premises in question was not suitable for the particular type of service which the Association wishes to provide.  While the Council continues to seek to identify a suitable site/premises, the availability of such sites/premises in such a central location is extremely limited.  Following the meeting of 27th January, 2006, St. Dominic’s Housing Association has undertaken to explore a number of possibilities regarding the development of proposals with private developers as part of the Part V planning process and the Council will maintain ongoing contact with the Association regarding the development of proposals.    

The members will be kept informed of progress in this matter”.

Following discussion to which Councillors C. King and M. Daly contributed, Mr. P. Murphy, Senior Executive Officer responded to queries raised.    The report was NOTED and it was AGREED that a further report would be made to a future meeting of the Tallaght Area Committee dealing with Housing Business.  

T/144/06
NEW WORKS

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.
T/145/06
CORRESPONDENCE
It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.

T/146/06
CATHAOIRLEACH’S BUSINESS.
It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.

T/147/06
RUSSELL SQUARE DEVELOPMENT
It was proposed by Councillor M. Corr, seconded by Councillor C. Jones:
"That the manager further to the recent petition from residents of the Russell Square development examine the complaints made regarding a pointless grass verge on Russell Drive with a view to providing in its place adequate parking spaces for residents, in addition to this will he examine and address the problems associated with grass verges on residents doorsteps in the entire estate which are the cause of much nuisance to residents vis-a-vis dirt and mud being dragged into their new homes"

The following report which had been circulated was READ:
“The petition referred to in the motion has not been received in the Housing Construction Department. 

 

The parking arrangements throughout the Russell Square development vary depending on the location but the design approach has provided sufficient car parking in the development for both residents and visitors. The arrangements are generally based and there are no assigned parking spaces per housing unit. Russell Drive is one of the main entrances to the development. In accordance with best traffic management practice the car parking design does not provide for off street parking spaces at this location. A wide grass margin is provided at this location. The difficulties at this location are being caused by vehicles being driven / parked on this grass margin. Its replacement by car parking spaces cannot be recommended on traffic safety grounds. It should be noted that the layout of off street parking is designed in a consistent manner to many similar developments and provides a perfectly acceptable design solution allowing that there is always an onus on residents to manage the grass verges in any development in the interests of good estate management”.
Mr. P. Murphy, Senior Executive Officer spoke on the report.  Following discussion to which Councillors M. Corr, C. Jones, C. King and M. Daly contributed, Mr. P. Murphy responded to queries raised.    The report was NOTED and it was AGREED that a Headed Item would be made to a future meeting of the Tallaght Area Committee dealing with Housing Business.

T/148/06
DEERPARK, KILTIPPPER – ALLOCATION OF SOCIAL & VOLUNTARY HOUSING
It was proposed by Councillor C. Jones, seconded by Councillor M. Corr:
"That this committee requests a progress report on the allocation of social and voluntary housing in Deerpark, Kiltipper and further an explanation for the reasons of the delay in allocations in respect of this matter."

The following report which had been circulated was READ:
“There are at present 119 social housing units and 149 Voluntary housing units under construction in Deerpark, Kiltipper. Work is progressing in a reasonable manner on the contract and progress has generally been in accordance with the agreed programme of works.

Due to the complexity of this innovative joint venture / partnership contract it was necessary to resolve several complex legal matters which were unique to this project.  The necessary legal preparation has been proceeding for some time in anticipation of the completion and handover of units. The Council's Law Agent is satisfied with the progress made on these legal issues and has indicated the he is now in a position to complete the legal matters. 

The first units are undergoing their final completion checks at present and as soon as this snagging process has been completed to the County Architect's satisfaction, the units will be available for occupation. It is anticipated that the handovers will be rolled out on a phased basis commencing this month”.
Following discussion to which Councillor C. Jones and C. King contributed, Mr. P. Murphy, Senior Executive Officer responded to queries raised.   The report was NOTED.

ENVIRONMENT BUSINESS
T/149/06
QUESTIONS

It was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney, seconded by Councillor M. Corr and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13, questions 26 - 36 inclusive, be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”

T/150/06
MARY MERCER CENTRE
Question:
Councillor M. Corr

"To ask the Manager to request once again that the Management of the Mary Mercer Centre address the issue of the appalling external appearance of this centre, further to the several questions that I have raised in this respect previously?”

Reply:

In response to correspondence from the Council, the General Manager of the Health Services Executive informed the Council by letter dated 16.1.2006 that perimeter improvements at this centre are being implemented at present (which will help to prevent anti-social behaviour, including graffiti).  On completion, the entrance area will be re-painted, re-signed and new windows installed.  Automatic front doors have been installed recently to allow for disability access.  

The Council will retain control of the common areas including the car park.
T/151/06
WEST TALLAGHT AREA – LITTER
Question:
Councillor M. Corr

"To ask the Manager to establish as a matter of urgency a task force to deal with all litter related problems in West Tallaght Area, with a view to pro-actively addressing the litter problems associated with illegal dumping of household refuse, fire setting, litter emanating from the operation of commercial premises such as shops etc and will he make a statement on the matter?” 

Reply:

There is an ongoing problem of illegal dumping of household waste in some areas. The Anti-Litter Wardens are actively pursuing all reported cases and where sufficient evidence of the identity of the perpetrators is found legal action will be instituted.  People using illegal waste collectors are also being investigated and appropriate action will be taken where possible.  Both the Cleansing Section and the Parks Department have carried out cleaning of illegally dumped household material from lanes, pitches green open spaces etc in recent weeks.

Most commercial premises especially shops clean up around their premises as is required by law and those who fail to do so receive a warning from the Litter Wardens. If they still fail to comply with their legal obligations in this regard they are prosecuted as appropriate.

In order to promote the message of preventing litter, the Environmental Awareness Programme  includes visits to schools which encourages responsible behaviour.  The Environmental Services Department continually coordinates between the provision of cleansing services (road sweeping, handcart services etc.) the Awareness Programme and the work of other Council Departments (Housing and Parks) in order to respond in a cohesive way to the problems referred to.
T/152/06
TALLAGHT WEST AREA – ROAMING HORSES

Question:
Councillor M. Corr

"To ask the Manager have South Dublin County Council allocated any additional resources to the problem of roaming horses in Tallaght West Area and to get the Environment Department to outline what is the procedure in dealing with reports on animal welfare issues give the significant level of horse ownership in the West Tallaght Area and will he make a statement on the matter?”

Reply:

The Council’s Parks Department carries out regular round-ups of horses found wandering in the County.  These horses are transported to the Council’s Horse Pound in Urlingford where they are micro-chipped and examined by a Veterinary Surgeon.  The Environmental Services Department requires a strict criteria in releasing horses and any individual claiming a horse from the pound must firstly produce a valid Licence or alternatively must produce a sworn affidavit stating that the horse is normally kept outside the County.  The owner must then pay the costs involved in transporting the horse to the pound and any livery charges incurred.  

During 2005 a total of 112 horses were seized during these round-ups and of this total  25 horses were released back to owners under the above criteria.

Reported instances of neglect of animal welfare are investigated by the Council’s Veterinary Officer and in the case of alleged cruelty or mistreatment of animals the matter is reported to the DSPCA.
T/153/06
MOBILE HANDCART OPERATIVE/SERVICE

Question:
Councillor M. Corr 

"To ask the Manager to investigate the possibility of providing a mobile handcart operative/service to be implemented in estates that are predominantly local authority housing and will he make a statement on the matter?” 

Reply:

The Council is in the process of examining methods of improving the cleansing service to address areas of most need. This ongoing review will consider the suggestion raised in the question.
T/154/06
KILTIPPER WAY – CLEAN-UPS

Question:
Councillor C Jones

"To ask the Manager for a Litter Warden report on the frequency of clean-ups on Kiltipper Way.”

Reply:

Kiltipper Way is included on the Council’s road sweeping contract programme and in accordance with the schedule, it is due to be cleaned six times in the first half of this  year.  It was last cleaned on Wednesday 8th February.  

In addition Council staff have also cleaned the cycle tracks along that roadway on a monthly basis since September of last year.  A further clean up also took place in the general area on November 24th last year.  

The Litter Warden for the area patrols Kiltipper Way on a regular basis due to the problems associated with ongoing construction on the building sites in the area.
T/155/06
STOP VALVE COVER
Question:
Councillor E. Maloney

"To ask the Manager to arrange for a replacement Stop Valve cover for address supplied:

Reply:

This stop cock cover has now been replaced.
T/156/06
13/14 ST. MAELRUAN’S PARK – BLOCKED DRAINS

Question:
Councillor E. Maloney

"To ask the Manager, if an examination of the drains outside numbers 13/14 St. Maelruans's Park can be arranged.   The drains in question are constantly blocked?"

Reply:

The Drainage Area Inspector has examined the mains drainage system serving this location and has established that it is running clear and appears to be in good working order.  However, having contacted the Roads Maintenance Inspector he discovered that there were problems late last year in relation to surface water gulleys.  The Roads Inspector stated that the gulleys in question had recently been blasted and the situation regarding flooding would be monitored during periods of heavy rainfall.

The Drainage Inspector also reported that manhole covers on the mains drainage system, in the rear gardens at this location, were quite worn and these have now been replaced.

T/157/06
WESTPARK ESTATE – REFUSE COLLECTION
Question:
Councillor J Neville 

"To ask the Manager to have arranged the re-scheduling of the refuse collection for Westpark estate in view of the fact that despite the best efforts of the Traffic Warden to prevent parking by non residents at the front of the estate, refuse trucks have found it impossible on some occasions to access the entire estate after 9 – 9.30am and as a result a number of residents wheelie bins were left uncollected in recent weeks and will the Manager make a statement on what has been an on-going problem in Westpark Estate.

Reply:

The only occasions on which there seems to be a problem with the refuse truck accessing part of Westpark Estate is when Tallaght Court is sitting.  Approximately 30 houses in one cul-de-sac were not collected on 2nd November and on 14th December 2005 due to parked cars blocking the entrance.

However the re-scheduling of the refuse collection for Westpark Estate would be very difficult as it is collected at the same time as Tallaght Main Street.  An early start would cause traffic jams during rush hour in Tallaght which is something the refuse collection service tries to avoid.  The matter will be discussed with the Roads Department to see whether a solution can be found to the problem.

T/158/06
ST DOMINIC’S PARISH/MOUNTAIN PARK – 2006 JUNK COLLECTION

Question:
Councillor J Neville

"To ask the Manager to include St. Dominics Parish including Mountain Park in the 2006 Junk Collection Schedule, to outline when the areas concerned last received a junk collection and the criteria for such inclusion."

Reply:

The Area Engineer in charge of cleansing reports that the St Dominic’s Parish area (covering Bolbrook, Avonmore, St Dominics, Avonbeg and Homelawn) last received a junk collection in October 2002.  As these collections are provided on a frequency of once in every five years it will not be possible to consider this area for inclusion in the schedule again until next year.  The engineer also reports that there is no record of Mountain Park having received a collection in the past and for this reason that area will be considered as priority for inclusion in this years schedule.
T/159/06
ST. DOMINIC’S PARISH-AVONBEG AREA – ROAD SWEEPING

Question:
Councillor J Neville 

"To ask the Manager for a detailed update on the road sweeping schedule for St Dominic’s Parish with specific reference to the Avonbeg area and will the Manager outline both the frequency and extent of such a road sweeping schedule and will the Manager make a statement on the issue?” 

Reply:

The sweeping of roads within housing estates will take place on a quarterly basis under the new road sweeping contract, as was the case under the last contract.  Avonbeg Estate is due to be swept during the week commencing March 6th, and again during the week commencing May 29th.The surrounding areas of Homelawn, Avonmore, St Dominic’s and Avonbeg will be swept during the same weeks.

T/160/06
MARLFIELD RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION

Question:
Councillor K. Warren

"To ask the Manager what action he is proposing to take on foot of complaints from the Marlfield Residents Association concerning the problem of littering within their estate and given the clear commitments given by South Dublin County Council to this Association and the fact that a Property Management Company is in place, paid out of contributions from local residents , if further action can be taken by South Dublin County Council against those who are involved in constant littering and failing to meet their obligations in terms of maintaining the estate and keeping the very high standard of cleanliness etc., in this area and if he will make a statement on the matter.”

Reply:

The Council’s Litter Warden patrols the Marlfield area on a daily basis at present.  He has obtained evidence in relation to a small number of dumping incidents in the area and he has taken action under the Litter Pollution Act 1997 in relation to these.  

The evidence found to date belongs to residents of the Marlfield area. The Warden reports that the main problem which he has encountered to date is the illegal dumping of domestic waste which happens at the bin storage shed.  This shed is accessible to all those residents who have authority to use it and it is apparent that the dumping of waste illegally at this shed is being carried out by residents of the area or nearby areas. 

The Litter Warden also reports that the property management company is carrying out regular litter clean ups in the area.  The Litter Warden is also in regular contact with local shopkeepers and with some of the residents.

The Housing Department has recently been in contact with residents representatives who are now involved in the development of an initiative with the Estate Management Unit regarding the establishment of an inclusive Residents Association for the estate.  

Investigations are ongoing by the Housing Department in relation to any tenancy issues within the estate and liaison with the residents will continue in relation to this matter.
T/161/06
NEW WORKS


It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.

T/162/06
CORRESPONDENCE

Letter dated 16th January, 2006 from Health Service Executive, Community Services, Old County Road Health Centre, Crumlin regarding Mary Mercer Health Centre was NOTED.
HSE Correspondence.doc
T/163/06
CATHAOIRLEACH’S BUSINESS.

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.

T/164/06
LITTER BINS WITHIN ESTATES

It was proposed by Councillor M. Daly, seconded by Councillor C. King:
"That this Committee recommend that the Council change its policy of not placing litter bins within estates.” 

The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was READ and NOTED.
“The question of the placing litter bins within estates was referred to the Environment Strategic Policy Committee at a number of its meetings in 2005 as it would involve a substantial change in policy if housing estates in the County were to be serviced by litter bins. 

The reports presented to the Committee, at these meetings which are available on the members net, stated that it would not be possible to introduce such a change to the litter bin collection service.  The Committee noted however that the Council is willing to consider in exceptional cases the installation of litter bins in a limited number of locations in housing estates where there is through pedestrian traffic going to and from shops, parks or schools. Following discussion at the November meeting, the Committee agreed the matters outlined in the report.  Accordingly locations described as above should be notified to the Environmental Services Department and each case will be considered on its individual merits having regard to budgetary provision”.
T/165/06
ARD MACHA OLD BAWN – LITTTER BIN

It was proposed by Councillor M. Daly, seconded by Councillor C. King:
"That this Committee calls on the Manager to install a litter bin adjacent to the public open space at Ard Mhaca, Old Bawn.  This area is located within the catchments area of the shopping centre and is used by students and public alike as access.  The Council policy of not placing bins in housing estates should not apply in this case.”

The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was READ and NOTED.
“The question of the placing litter bins within estates was referred to the Environment Strategic Policy Committee at a number of meetings in 2005 as it would involve a substantial change in policy if housing estates in the County were to be serviced by litter bins. 

The reports presented to the Committee, which are available on the members net, stated that it would not be possible to introduce such a change to the litter bin collection service.  The Committee noted however that the Council is willing to consider in exceptional cases the installation of litter bins in a limited number of locations in housing estates where there is through pedestrian traffic going to and from shops, parks or schools. Following discussion at the November meeting the Committee agreed the matters outlined in the report.  Accordingly locations described as above should be notified to the Environmental Services Department and each case will be considered on its individual merits having regard to budgetary provision.

The location at Ard Mhacha has been examined in light of the above and it is considered to be an exceptional case due to its proximity to Aylesbury shopping centre.  Accordingly a litter bin will be installed at this location”.
T/166/06
LITTER BINS – THE DALE, BELGARD HEIGHTS & BELGARD SHOPPING CENTRE
Motion No. 9 in the name of Councillor J. Neville was NOT MOVED:
“That this committee calls on the Manager to install two litter bins, one at the area adjacent to the Dale, Belgard Heights and the footpath leading to the Luas Station and the second litter bin  in the vicinity of Belgard Shopping Centre and this committee notes a report presented to the Environment Strategic Policy Committee in early 2005 which stated that " The Council is willing to consider in exceptional cases the installation of litter bins in a limited number of locations in housing estates where there is through pedestrian traffic going to and from shops, parks or schools." and this committee believes that these two locations fall within that remit".
T/167/06
TALLAGHT SOUTH AREA – “GREEN BIN WASTE DISPOSAL SERVICE”

It was proposed by Councillor C. Jones, seconded by Councillor E. Maloney:
"That this committee demands an explanation for the lack of “green bin” waste disposal services for apartments in the Tallaght South area.”

The following report which had been circulated was READ:
“The provision of “Green bins” for recyclable materials is carried out on the Council’s behalf by a contractor, Oxigen Environmental Ltd.  The Council in conjunction with the contractor, is endeavouring to place green bins in all apartment complexes in the South Dublin County Council administrative area where a grey bin service is provided by the Council. 

It is estimated that there are 60 finished and occupied apartment complexes in the South Dublin County area with services provided by the Council and of these, 50 apartment complexes have been provided with green bins by the Council.  The remaining apartment complexes will be provided with a green bin service in the near future.  In some cases the Council and its contractor, Oxigen have had difficulties in identifying the management companies which manages some apartment complexes.  However this is slowly being overcome.

A small number of apartment complexes are provided with a bin service by private contractors. These complexes are being checked to establish whether a segregated service is being provided by these private contractors”.
Following discussion to which Councillors C. Jones and M. Daly contributed, Mr. L. Magee, Senior Executive Engineer responded to queries raised.

The report was NOTED and it was AGREED that a Headed Item would issue to a future meeting of the Tallaght Area Committee dealing with Environment Business.
The Meeting concluded at 5.25 p.m.

Siniú:
______________________

Dáta:
________________

An Cathaoirleach







