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South Dublin County Joint Policing Committee 
Draft Report of Meeting
The South Dublin County Joint Policing Committee met on Friday 1st February 2019 in County Hall, Tallaght
Documents presented at the meeting are available on the cmas system. 

Attendance: Committee Members:
Cllr. Deirdre O’Donovan (Chair); Cllr Mick Duff; Cllr Louise Dunne, Cllr Paul Foley; Cllr. Paul Gogarty;  Cllr Cathal King; Cllr. Liona O’Toole; Cllr Mark Ward (Mayor); John Curran TD; Sean Crowe TD; John Lahart, TD; Chief Superintendent Finbarr Murphy, An Garda Síochána; Chief Superintendent Kevin Gralton, An Garda Síochána; Colm Ward, SDCC; Gemma Carton, Garda Diversion; Ann Corrigan, PPN; Enda Creegan, PPN; Tara Deasy, PPN; Michael Noonan, PPN;
In attendance: Noreen Byrne, North Clondalkin, Lucan & Palmerstown LPF; Andy Lane, SDCC; Superintendent Ian Lackey, An Garda Síochána; Superintendent Paul Dolan, Garda Síochána; Inspector Garda  Síochána; 
Apologies: Cllr Brendan Ferron 
	Item
	Minute


	Action

	1
	Introduction

	

	1.1
	The Chair opened the meeting.

	

	2
	Minutes of The Meeting held on the 23rd November 2018 & Matters Arising


	

	2.1
	The minutes were agreed as a true record.

	

	3
	Correspondence

	

	3.1
	None

	 

	4
	Garda Reports


	

	4.1
	The Garda reports had been circulated.

	

	4.2
	DMR South: Chief Superintendent Kevin Gralton gave the Tallaght report.  

	 

	4.2.1
	In the discussion the following was raised:

· That the report showed an encouraging start to the year
· A large number of cars have been stopped and have not had insurance

· There is local concern about whether resources are directed to the right places 

· Concern over the lack of prosecution in two murder cases, it was pointed out that the Garda are very reliant on members of the public coming forward and giving evidence

· Policing in Rathfarnham has been supported by the recruitment of a number of newly qualified Gardai.

· It is good to have an increase in foot patrols in the Rathfarnham area

	

	4.2.2
	Scramblers: an update was sought on progress. John Curran will provide an update on questions to the Dail for circulation. It was noted that following the Policing Plan submissions, scramblers are now included as a specific action for traffic units to address.

	Andy Lane

	4.2.3
	Tallaght Presentation: A slide presentation was given on Garda initiatives in Tallaght over the Christmas period, this covered recruitment, school events, the conviction of two people for different murders, the recovery of jewellery, the arrest of two men for robberies linked to a Dating App. and drug related actions

	

	4.2.4
	Congratulations were given on the convictions for murder.


	

	4.2.5
	Crime & the JLO Scheme: Reports of crimes being committed by young people who should have been part of the JLO scheme. It was reported that this was relevant all over the country and there had been some failings. In Tallaght Gardaí are looking at every case to see if there was a failing, they have contacted all those involved, either by letter or by visiting. As a result of these investigations the Chief Superintendent is now the only person who can agree that someone is JLO’d.

	

	4.2.6
	Question about the impact on the Gardaí of being asked to support other statutory agencies to carry out their work. It was explained that there were two types:
· Planned incidents where the Gardaí are present solely to prevent a breach of the peace 

· Spontaneous incidents where the Gardaí are called to respond to an incident


	

	4.3
	DMR West: Chief Superintendent Finbarr Murphy gave the reports for Clondalkin, Lucan, Rathcoole and Ronanstown sub districts reports.

	

	4.3.1
	In the discussion the following was raised:

· Concern over the reporting of drug offences
· St Cuthbert’s Park, the need for extra resources, the significant impact of the response to date and the construction work continuing following the joint approach by the Council and the Gardaí

· Differences in reporting of drug offences due to a more targeted approach was noted

· Increase in robberies is contributed to through increases in Liffey Valley Shopping Centre

· Targeting a response from the Gardaí does have an impact but the problem often then shifts to a new area. Garda resources have increased with more  Guards in the community policing units
· Teenagers congregating in groups and allegations of ASB, it was noted that young people will hang about and they are not necessarily involve in ASB, although it was noted that they could appear intimidatory
· There are incidents in parks and the Gardaí have a presence in parks as appropriate

· Assaults: many of these incidents are domestic incidents


	

	4.3.2
	The role/responsibility schools have in reporting drug use to both the Gardaí and Tusla was discussed and it was noted that the Clondalkin D&TF works with schools in the Clondalkin and Lucan areas. Schools need to have appropriate drug policies. Superintendent Dolan will meet with school principals and report back to the next JPC.


	Paul Dolan

	5
	Incidents of Public Safety

	

	5.1
	This report was now discussed and introduced by Cllr Gogarty. He reiterated the desire for a LPF in the Lucan area, noting that teen-spaces are now being introduced in a number of areas. That in Lucan there were two issues- crime and the perception of crime.

	

	5.2
	In the discussion the following was raised:
· Assaults were reported on social media and the reporting was not accurate, people need to report to the Gardaí before posting on social media


	

	5.3
	Additional LPFs: A LPF for Lucan was raised as was the need for funding to resource it. It was noted that the PPN representatives had agreed to submit a letter to the Department on the issue of resources for LPFs.


	PPN Reps

	5.3.1
	The experience of the Rathfarnham Neighbourhood watch quarterly meeting was described and it was suggested that this could be a model that could be replicated in the Lucan area. 


	

	5.3.2
	It was noted that the Gardaí would support the long-term formation of a LPF in Lucan and there is also a strong programme of Neighbourhood Watch development in the Lucan area


	

	5
	 Local Policing Fora Reports

	

	5.1
	North Clondalkin, Lucan and Palmerstown LPF: The report had not been circulated as part of the agenda. The LPF Coordinator had circulated a report to members of the LPF. 


	 

	5.1.1
	There was a discussion over the content of the LPF report as it contained issues that had not been considered by the LPF but had been raised at a Community Safety Forum meeting. The LPF Coordinator felt that the report was being censored if it wasn’t taken as presented. It was clarified that issues need to be raised through the correct channels and there are other appropriate committees where the matters could be raised, for example Area Committee meetings

	

	5.1.2
	ASB is a concern in the area.

	

	5.1.3
	Reporting Crime: People need to report crime and it was suggested that there needs to be more creative ways of reporting crime.


	

	5.2
	The joint report on behalf of the remaining three LPFs was considered. 


	

	5.3
	Clondalkin LPF: The Clondalkin section of the report was noted. 


	

	5.4
	D12 LPF: The D12 section of the report was noted.

· A Public Meeting is to be held on the 7th February 2019


	

	5.5
	West Tallaght LPF: The West Tallaght section of the report was noted.

· Scramblers still major issue
· Problems of intimidation and drug debt intimidation
· Killinarden Park rubbish and cars/bikes tearing up the pitches

· Cushlawn drug dealing


	

	6
	Castletymon

	

	6.1
	The report was noted 

	

	6.2
	CCTV: It was clarified that the CCTV for the shopping centre could not be Community Based CCTV and it was noted that a group was interested in developing a Community Based CCTV scheme in an area around the community centre. 

	Andy Lane


	6.2.1
	The JPC agreed in principle to the installation of Community Based CCTV in the Castletymon area.


	

	6.3
	The Gardaí are hopeful that they will bring to justice those responsible for the destruction by fire of the St. Aengus Centre.


	

	7
	JPC Website and publication of minutes of JPC meetings

	

	7.1
	The report was noted and it was agreed to publish on the website the Draft summary of the minutes as received by Council following each JPC meeting.

	

	8
	Community Based CCTV & Data Protection

	

	8.1
	The report was noted.


	

	9
	JPC Strategic Plan 2016-2022

	

	9.1
	The report was noted.


	

	10
	 JPC Subgroups: Drug Subcommittee

	

	10.1
	The report was noted.


	

	10.2
	Drug Reporting at the JPC: It was noted that there had been an improvement on reporting

	

	11
	Any Other Business


	

	11.1
	None
	

	12
	Schedule of Meetings for 2019

	

	12.1
	JPC meetings are scheduled for the following dates in 2019:

	

	
	Date
	Time
	Place
	

	
	Friday 26th April

	3.00pm
	County Hall, Tallaght
	

	
	Friday 20th September

	3.00pm
	County Hall, Tallaght
	

	
	Friday 22nd November

	3.00pm
	County Hall, Tallaght
	

	12.2
	Steering Group/Agenda Planning meetings are scheduled for the following dates in 2019:

	

	
	Date
	Time
	Place
	

	
	Friday 12th April

	11.00am
	County Hall, Tallaght
	

	
	Friday 6th September

	11.00am
	County Hall, Tallaght
	

	
	Friday 8th November

	11.00am
	County Hall, Tallaght
	

	12.3
	Next Agenda:

· 
	Agenda Planning
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