COMHAIRLE CHONTAE ÁTHA CLIATH THEAS
SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL
MEETING OF CLONDALKIN LOCAL AREA COMMITTEE
Tuesday, 19th September, 2018
HEADED ITEM No. H-I (10)
REPORT UNDER SECTION 38 OF THE ROAD TRAFFIC ACT 1994
MONASTERY ROAD WALKING AND CYCLING IMPROVEMENT WORKS

INTRODUCTION:

Section 38 of the Road Traffic Act 1994 empowers a Roads Authority to provide traffic calming measures in respect of public roads in their charge 

DESCRIPTION OF SCHEME

The proposed works extend from immediately east of the Monastery Heath junction along the Monastery Road to the Ibis Roundabout proceeding south across the N7 on the bow bridge (L1019) and terminating just south of the bridge at the Redcow Luas Stop car park. 

The scheme aims to improve the public realm by providing upgraded footpaths, shared pedestrian & cycle space, improved signage and new signalized crossing locations on the Woodford Hill approach to the SIAC roundabout and the bow bridge (L1019) just South of the Ibis Roundabout. Providing improvements along the length of Monastery Road that is heavily used by commuters and school pupils attributed to several primary and secondary schools located in Clondalkin Village and the Redcow Luas Station on the other end of the scheme. The scheme will enhance walking facilities and to some extent the cycling facilities from Clondalkin Village to the Luas Station in Redcow thus encouraging modal shift from the car to more sustainable mode of transport like walking, cycling and the Luas.
The proposed works will comprise the following:

· The construction of new wide footpath between Monastery Heath and Siac Roundabout 

· Provision of safe pedestrian crossing facilities at the Siac Roundabout on the Woodford Hill arm and reconfiguration of the roundabout.  

· Provision of 2 signalised pedestrian crossings, one at Siac Roundabout on the Woodford arm of the roundabout and the other one on the bow bridge (L1019) just south of the Ibis Roundabout

· Junction treatment works at Monastery Gate Entrance. 

· Pavement works on footpaths around the Ibis Roundabout.

· Tree planting to replace trees on Monastery Road that require removal 

· Provision of staircase down the eastern embankment just south of the bow bridge to the footpath at the bottom.

· Resurfacing of the footpath and cycle track between the Siac Roundabout and the Ibis Roundabout and merging the footpath and cycle track into a shared facility. 

CONSULTATION PROCESS:

Details of the proposed Cycling and Pedestrian Improvements Scheme was advertised in the Tallaght Echo on May 24th 2018.  The closing date for submissions was 5.00 p.m. on Friday the 29th June 2018.   
SUBMISSIONS RECEIVED

Two (2) submissions were received.   

A schedule of the submissions is attached to this report and a file containing the submissions is available at the meeting.

ISSUES RAISED AND ROADS DEPARTMENT REPLIES TO THE SUBMISSIONS:

	Concerns

Expressed        Submission by Resident (1)

	1.
	Submission
	This Submission relates to the following issues:
1. Welcomes the general safety improvements for pedestrians brought about by the scheme and in particular the reconfiguration of the SIAC Roundabout as it improve pedestrian safety and reduce vehicle speeds. The Resident also welcomes traffic calming on the Woodford Hill Arm of SIAC Roundabout and the new proposed signalised Toucan Crossing on the bow bridge (the N7 overbridge)   
2. Section 38 drawings put on display were of poor quality and the proposal was not clear from the drawings. The order (sequence) of the drawings was not easy to follow and this would have been made easy by an inclusion of an overall plan drawing showing the extent of the scheme. 
3. Existing cycling elements of the old link road – L1019- to Redcow Luas Stop have not been proposed to be upgraded to bring them up in line with the NTA Cycle Manual. There are no incentives for cyclists on this scheme. 
4. Clarity of the intention of linking cycle routes between Monastery Road and the L1019 remains unclear.

5. The detail at Monastery Gate Avenue should give priority to cyclists travelling on the cycle track, over exiting and entering vehicles.


	1.
	Response
	1. Submission noted.
2. South Dublin County did not see the need for an overall plan drawing as the scheme is over a relatively short distance which was easy to follow from the numbering sequence on the drawings once one can locate the SIAC roundabout which is a landmark in the area. The drawings were clear enough to show all the important aspects of the scheme. We did not show any cross sections on the drawings as we are maintaining the existing widths of cycle tracks. We are only installing new crossing facilities as part of this scheme and resurfacing the existing cycle track and footpath.  
3. The cycle track between the SIAC Roundabout and the Ibis Hotel Roundabout is proposed to be resurfaced and combined with the footpath into a shared footpath and cycle track with a minimum width of 3m as stipulated in the NTA Cycle Manual. There will be a raised crossing point at the entrance into Monastery Gate to cater for both cyclists and pedestrians.
4. The intention is very clear and is for cyclists to be able to cycle safely from Clondalkin Village and the surrounding neighbourhoods to the Redcow Luas Station. This scheme forms a subsequent phase of other phases of the scheme already completed from Clondalkin Village to Monastery Heath. As part of the earlier phases Monastery Road was narrowed, footpath widened, road traffic calmed and a number of signalised crossings installed. The narrowing and traffic calming of Monastery Road has improved cyclists safety as the vehicle speeds are now slower and there is no more unsafe passing (overtaking) of cyclists by motorists.  
5. Priority of pedestrians and cyclists over vehicles at the entrance into Monastery Gate will be considered as part of the detailed design as per the NTA Cycle Design Manual.


	
	Submission by Residents (2) 

	2.
	Submission
	This Submission relates to the following issues:

1. Welcomes the provision the provision of the signalised pedestrian crossing at the bridge just before the Ibis Roundbout.
2. Notes that not much was achieved for cyclists in the earlier phases of the scheme completed and has concern that the same will be repeated in this proposed scheme.
3. Consideration should be given to the provision of a cycle track from the Redcow Luas Stop onwards Ballymount Industrial Estate via the footbridge.
4. The cycle track that runs from SIAC Roundabout to the Ibis Hotel Roundabout has no access for cyclists along cycling along Monastery Road Heading towards Redcow Luas Stop.
5. The existing cycle track between Redcow Luas Station and Longmile should be considered as it is in a state of disrepair. It is pointless to carry out this proposed scheme when the existing ones are not being properly maintained.
6. If cycling from the Roundabout at the Luas Stop and crossing the bridge towards Monastery Road the cycle path ends behind the barrier at the signalised pedestrian crossing. This is not satisfactory – the preferred option is to merge into the vehicular traffic and turn left using the roundabout in the usual manner.


	2.
	Response
	1. Submission noted. 
2. The first phases of this scheme were mainly centred on facilitating pedestrians to walk safely from Clondalkin Village and surrounding estates to the Redcow Luas Stop because there was no adequate width to accommodate an off road cycle path. However the road width was reduced to 6m and the road was traffic calmed to make it safe for cyclists to cycle safely on the road. The narrowing and traffic calming of Monastery Road has improved cyclists safety as the vehicle speeds are now slower and there is no more unsafe passing (overtaking) of cyclists by motorists. Under the current proposal the off road cycle track between SIAC Roundabout and the Ibis Roundabout will be resurfaced and the two tracks and the footpath will be combined into a shared facility. There will also be a shared cycle / footpath facility constructed both sides of the existing toucan crossing at the Ibis Roundabout and the shared facility will link up to the proposed toucan crossing on the bridge to facilitate cyclists to access the cycle track on the other side of the bridge. These works will link up the cycle paths network along Monastery road to the cycle path network at Redcow Luas Stop and beyond through the Redcow M50 Interchange.  
3. Provision of a cycle track from the Redcow Luas Stop to the Ballymount Industrial Estate is beyond the scope of this scheme. However according to the Greater Dublin Cycle Network (GDA) produced by the National Transport Authority (NTA) there is a proposed green cycle route (7E) running alongside the M50 which will link up with the Ballymount Industrial through a proposed cycle / foot bridge across the M50 near Redcow. There is currently no budget or implantation plan for this scheme.
4. Access from Monastery Road to the off – road cycle track alongside Monastery Road will be considered as part of the detailed design of the scheme.
5. The maintenance of the cycle track between the Redcow and Longmile Road is outside the scope of this scheme. However we will pass your concerns to the relevant section.
6. The cycle track actually terminates at the toucan crossing and continues on the other side of Monastery Road where there is a 2way cycle track running from Ibis Roundabout to SIAC Roundabout. The cycle track at this particular point moves from on-road to off road at this location just before the roundabout to facilitate nervous cyclist to negotiate the roundabout safely. However more confident cyclists can stay on the road and go through the roundabout. 



RECOMMENDATION:
It is recommended that the scheme be implemented subject to the following;
1. Consideration of a right of way for cyclists and pedestrians at the entrance into Monastery Gate.
2. Provision of a cycle access to the off road cycle track alongside Monastery Road just after the SIAC roundabout outbound.
LIST OF SUBMISSIONS
	No.
	Name
	Address

	1
	Colm Ryder, Mairead Forsythe
	Dublin Cyclist Campaign, Tailor’s Hall, 
	Back Lane
	Dublin 8, D08 X2A3

	2
	John Sephens
	None given
	Clondalkin
	None given
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