COMHAIRLE CHONTAE ÁTHA CLIATH THEAS
SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL


MEETING OF TERENURE-RATHFARNHAM AREA COMMITTEE (1)

Tuesday 7th March 2006

MOTION No. 16
TERENURE TRAFFIC STUDY
MOTION: Cllr. Stanley Laing

"That the Manager liaise with the M.V.A. consultants who are carrying out a survey of the traffic in the Terenure area and to incorporate the areas of Wainsfort, College, Fortfield and Templeville as the survey will have a serious impact on these areas, and that the Consultants consider the opening of the slip road at the Fortfield Junction."

REPORT
In undertaking their review of traffic management arrangements in the Terenure-Rathfarnham area and in delivering the resulting Study, MVA Consultants have now completed the works for which they were in initially commissioned. Any further work arising from the Study, including the expansion of the study area as requested in the above Motion, would be subject to a further Brief to Consultants, which in turn is dependent on decisions taken by both Councils (DCC and SDCC) on how best to progress this matter beyond its current stage.  In this regard, the MVA Study is the subject of a Headed Item on today's agenda (see separate report attached).  

Review of Traffic Management Arrangements

(Terenure-Rathfarnham Area)

MVA Consultants, November 2005

Background & Study Objectives:
In mid-2005, Dublin City Council and South Dublin County Council engaged transport consultants MVA to undertake a comprehensive review of traffic management arrangements, including access and circulation for all modes of transport, within the Terenure, Kimmage, Templeogue, Rathfarnham, Rathgar and Rathmines Areas. 

The Study Brief required that recommendations for changes to current

traffic management arrangements should be developed giving consideration to the following objectives:
· To provide a high level of priority to buses wherever this is feasible and appropriate;
· To maintain, and if possible enhance, current provision for pedestrians and cyclists;
· To facilitate, as far as possible, local access to amenities;
· To minimise extraneous traffic volumes on roads which are primarily residential in character;
· To give due regard to the current hierarchy of the road network in the area in assigning traffic flows and assessing where diverted traffic may be accommodated; and
· To maintain reasonable general traffic flow particularly on the national primary routes.
The resulting Study was completed by the Consultants in November 2005, and was presented and discussed at the relevant Area Committee Meetings in each Council, DCC in December 2005 and SDCC in January 2006.  

In addition, the Study was published on each Council’s web-site, with associated advertisement in the local press. 

Proposed Measures:
The Study proposes a number of options for preliminary consideration, with any finalization or detailed assessment of selected or alternative options to be the subject of further evaluation and report. The proposed measures range from attitudinal or ‘softer measures’ through public transport and safety measures to more fundamental traffic management revisions, and include:
· A one way traffic system to be introduced on Terenure Road West from Fortfield Rd to Terenure Village in a eastbound direction and a new one way system to be introduced on Templeogue Road from Terenure Village to Fortfield Road in an westbound direction with the inclusion of an eastbound contraflow bus lane. 
· A further option is suggested for a partial one-way system along these roads in order to increase access for residents and which would be finalised in the public consultation process.

· The provisions of School Children drop off points and the introduction of safe routes to school corridors. This measure would be complimented by the provision of directional signage for schools.

· The implementation of Disk parking in key areas.
· Improved measures for pedestrians which include 
· the provision of a pedestrian underpass at Terenure junction
· the re-establishment of the village environment at Terenure and Rathgar encouraging pedestrian movement throughout the village and advising drivers entering the area that they are within a village environment; and 
· the widening footways on key roads within the Study Area.

· The addition of cycle tracks, advanced cycle stop lines and the removal of banned turns for cyclists only.

· A review of junction and signal arrangements with a view to increasing their efficiency, changes to signal timing at Terenure Junction, and the introduction of a HGV ban on Terenure Road West.

· The provision of directional signage to encourage traffic on to arterial roads thus routing traffic away from Terenure Village. 

Comment:
The Roads & Traffic Department is concerned that the proposed one-way system would decommission a major radial route to the City Centre and thus give rise to further congestion on remaining commuter and other routes in the South Dublin area: 
· It is felt that the proposed measures would give rise to a back-up of traffic on Terenure Rd West, Fortfield Rd and back through Wainsfort and Templeogue during the AM peak. 

· There is also concern over the lengthy detour that residents will be required to carry out due to the one way system (e.g. persons attempting to drive to Presentation Convent would be required to carry out a detour of 3.4km using Templeogue Rd and Fortfield Rd, and would cause additional congestion on surrounding junctions). 

· Changing a two way system to a one way system as proposed is likely to have the undesirable effect of increasing traffic speeds, and thus reducing road safety, along the primarily residential Fortfield Road. 

It is likely that there would still be a major demand on the Templeogue Rd between Terenure and Templeogue due to the number of buses and taxis using the bus lane, which in turn would reduce the effectiveness of the proposed one-way system at Terenure junction. Amelioration of this through banning taxis from the contraflow and limiting its use to buses and emergency vehicles only is not seen as a feasible alternative given the difficulties and questionable desirability of implementing such a ban.  
It is considered likely, however, that some reduction in congestion could be achieved by improved traffic signal timings and sequencing to maximize junction efficiency, and that there are benefits to be gained also by improving signage and road markings in the study area, though it is recommended that detailed proposals be prepared and agreed prior to any implementation of such measures. 
It is obvious from the Study that a significant volume of local traffic is generated by the large number of schools in the immediate area, and this is one of the main causes of congestion in peak hours. Accordingly, the Roads & Traffic Department would favour the introduction of Safer Routes to Schools measures in the vicinity of the schools and along designated corridors, including:

· provisions for school drop-off points 

· upgrading of existing footways using coloured or textured surfacing
· additional pedestrian crossings and 
· pedestrian safety barriers 
It is felt that these measures could encourage children and their parents to transfer from the private motor car as a means of travelling to school, as would walk at least some of their journey to school, as would the proposals to improve cycle facilities in the area. 

While the village improvement measures are welcome in general, the suggestion of an underpass in Terenure Village is not recommended, as our experience is that these are not used by the public, mainly due to safety fears. A further argument is that removing pedestrian movement at surface/street-level would discourage the desired enhancement of the village environment. 

Recommendation:

That the above report be adopted by the Area Committee and advised to Dublin City Council.  
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