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Minutes of Environment Public Realm & Climate Change SPC Meeting held on 6th November 2018
Venue: IT Conference Room
In attendance

Elected Members
Councillor Pamela Kearns (Chair)

Councillor Francis Timmons
Councillor Danny O’Brien

Councillor Rob Russell

Councillor Brian Lawlor

Officials

Teresa Walsh, Director of Service

Leo Magee, Senior Engineer

Derek Sargent, Senior Engineer
Mary Maguire, Senior Executive Officer
David Grant, Project Resident Engineer
Jennifer McGrath, A/Senior Executive Engineer
Brenda Shannon, Administrative Officer
Non Elected 

Donie Anderson

Apologies
Connie Kiernan
Cllr Ed O’Brien
Item 1: Minutes of Environment SPC meeting held on 4th September 2018
The Minutes of Environment SPC meeting held on 4th September 2018, were proposed by Councillor Kearns, seconded by Councillor Timmons and agreed.  
Item 2: South Dublin County Council Draft Climate Adaptation and Mitigation Plan  
The South Dublin County Council Draft Climate Adaptation and Mitigation Plan as circulated in advance of the meeting was presented by A/Senior Executive Engineer, Jennifer McGrath who highlighted the following areas in the Draft Report:
· Collaborative response by DLAs

· Actions unique to each LA

· Benefits

· Targets

· Baseline

· CARO – regional offices 

· Global Context

· Risk Matrix

· Flooding

· Air Pollution

· Emergency Response Planning

· Green House Gas emissions

· Thematic actions

· Energy & Buildings

· Transportation

· Flood Resilience

· Natured based solutions

· Resource Management 

· Tracking progress

· Submitting a SECAP
· Covenant of Mayors

A discussion ensued; the Director and the A/Senior Executive Engineer responded to the Members’ queries.

It is proposed to present the Draft Plan to the full Council in December 2019. If the Council agrees, formal public engagement will commence in January 2019.
The report was NOTED
Item 3: Update on Review of Tree Management Policy 2015-2020 ‘Living With Trees’

The following report as circulated was presented by Senior Executive Parks Superintendent, Mary Keenan:
An interim internal review of the Council’s Tree Management Policy 2015-2020 'Living With Trees' commenced following a report to the meeting of the Environment, Water & Climate Change Strategic Policy Committee on February 6, 2018.  This review is an internal process and remains ongoing.  The following report is an update on progress with the review process.  

The Tree Management Policy provides a framework to inform and support decisions made by the Council on the management and development of a sustainable tree population in the County. The Policy acts as a point of reference for the public, Councillors, Council staff and professionally interested people to enable informed discussion and to establish a clearer, consistent and a structured approach to the issues affecting trees. 

The aim of the review is to:

· Review and assess progress to date on the implementation of the Action Plan supporting the current Tree Management Policy
· Confirm whether the vision established by the policy is the right focus
· Provide an updated snapshot of our current tree stock and how the Council manages them
· Reassess aspects of the policy on particular issues that continue to generate ambiguity
· Look at emerging issues
· Assess consistency of relevant policies and actions of the Tree Management Policy with the Council’s Climate Change Action Plan
· Make new policy recommendations as necessary from review process
The review is primarily focusing on updating policies and actions to ensure current and future challenges are met, taking account of emerging issues and providing further direction and clarity for management of trees in the county.  Specific policy issues proposed for review include:

· Trees in conflict with built structures – a clear, corporate protocol is required for resolving issues where tree roots are in conflict with the built environment.  Specific locations include public footpaths, private boundary walls and driveways.
· Guidelines and options for implementation of alternative engineering solutions in order to minimise removal of healthy trees
· Review policy on removal of trees in proximity to public lighting columns in order to minimise loss of healthy trees and address public resistance to current practice
· Trees along riverbanks & watercourses – clarify procedure for resolving issues
· Trees and utilities - procedures and protocols for planning, installation and maintenance of utility apparatus in proximity to trees to be formalised with internal Council Departments and external agencies
· Irish Water Infrastructure Standards – restrictions on tree/shrub planting adjacent to water mains
· Tree root pruning – requirement for policy and guidelines
· Tree planting systems and use of rootbarriers – requirement for policy and guidelines
· Resistance to tree planting in residential streets and open spaces
· Disposal and recycling of timber and green waste
· Dublin Tree Canopy Study published March 2017 – review findings and implications for tree management in South Dublin 
· SDCC Climate Change Action Plan
· Unauthorised removal of trees
· Tree risk management – identifying, prioritising and undertaking tree works according to categorised level of risk

Since commencing the review process, some additional policy issues have emerged for consideration and clarification as follows:

· Management of trees located along private boundaries within parks and open spaces
· Trees located within the gardens of Council-owned housing
· System for monetary valuation of amenity trees
· Code of practice for pre works inspections of trees for wildlife and nesting birds
· Procedures for notification of tree works
· Planning controls for residential extensions or annex developments in close proximity to established trees

· Removal of trees to facilitate widening of residential driveway access
· Updating lists of recommended tree species

Over the past months, internal meetings have taken place with relevant Council staff across various functional sections and disciplines in order to discuss the policy issues identified for review.  In general, it is widely acknowledged that the current policy has led to the Council continuously improving management of its existing trees, progressively bringing all of it trees into an active programme of management and enabling provision for new and replacement tree planting with over 2,500 trees planted since its adoption.  

Arising from internal discussions and review of the Tree Management Policy thus far, progress has been made as follows:

· Management of trees located along private boundaries within parks and open spaces located along private boundaries: Draft policy statement prepared.
· Trees located within the gardens of Council-owned housing: Clarification required in regard to responsibility for maintenance of trees within gardens of Council-owned housing.  Draft policy statement prepared.
· Tree root pruning:  Review of best practice guidelines carried out and draft policy statement prepared.
· Updating lists of recommended tree species:  A review of new research, newly emerging species and updated best practice recommendations has been carried out.  List of recommended tree species has been updated and a revised proposal drafted.
· System for monetary valuation of amenity trees: A review and evaluation is ongoing of standard methodologies and practices in common use.  Monetary valuation seeks to provide a method for managing and recognising trees as public assets rather than liabilities.  A recommendation is in development.

· Code of practice for pre works inspections of trees for wildlife and nesting birds:  The Council’s tree maintenance crews and contractors operating on behalf of the Council are required to carry out pre works inspections of trees for wildlife and nesting birds in line with best practice recommendations. This procedure is now documented and a draft policy statement has been prepared.
· Unauthorised removal of trees:  The current policy states that the Council may seek to prosecute anyone found to be carrying out unauthorised work or causing damage to trees.    However, in practical terms, the power to prosecute rests with An Gárda Síochána and the securing of a successful prosecution is very limited in the absence of a witness.  The Council’s Law Department has advised that witnesses who report incidences of unauthorised removal should be advised to make direct contact and provide a statement to the Gardaí in order to enable an action.  The current policy statement has been revised accordingly.
· Procedures for notification of tree works:  The current policy has been reviewed and revisions are proposed to provide further clarity in regard to notification procedures and improved access to information about planned tree works.  A revised policy statement has been drafted.
· SDCC Climate Change Action Plan:  It is proposed to update commentary on climate change within the current policy to include a policy statement that aligns with actions included in the Council’s Draft Climate Change Action Plan.  Updated commentary will include reference to the findings of the Dublin Tree Canopy Study published in March 2017 and its implications for tree management in South Dublin.  A revised policy statement has been drafted. 
· Removal of trees to facilitate widening of residential driveway access:  An increasingly common reason received by the Council for requesting removal of a tree is to facilitate widening of residential driveway access.  Frequently such requests arise when works have been completed or are planned for implementation without planning permission.  A draft policy statement is in preparation in consultation with the Council’s Planning section to clarify planning obligations on this matter.

· Planning control of residential extensions or annex developments in close proximity to established, Council-owned trees:  This issue is increasingly emerging as a burden on the Council’s Tree Management Section to implement remedial action where previously existing and established Council-owned trees become an issue of conflict with new residential extensions post development or are damaged by the development installation or construction works.  The compatibility and impact of such proposed new developments on existing trees should be identified and any necessary remedial actions addressed as part of the planning process.  This will help to protect trees from damage arising from development and alleviate an avoidable burden on the Council’s tree maintenance resources.  Discussion is ongoing in conjunction with the Council’s Planning & Development Control section in order to formulate an agreed policy statement.

· Trees and utilities:  Attempts have been made to initiate discussion and establish a working group across the four Dublin local authorities to jointly agree procedures and protocols for planning, installation and maintenance of utilities in proximity to trees.  It is envisaged that functionality of the MapRoad licensing system for licensing of road openings could be enhanced and used for managing agreed procedures.

· Tree planting systems and use of root barriers: A review and evaluation is ongoing of construction methods for tree planting pits, soil mixes, use of root trainers and barrier systems to enable tree planting in inhospitable urban environments.  The objective of this evaluation is to develop design standards for tree planting pits in a variety of urban contexts and particularly to inform and support actions to replant areas of hard urban landscape which have little or no tree cover.

· Trees in conflict with built structures:  The Council receives very significant numbers of requests for tree removal through its customer contact system.  Chief among the reasons cited in requests received by the Council for removal of a particular tree, or trees, are where they are perceived to be the cause of damage to a built structure, most frequently public footpaths, private boundary walls or private driveways.  

Unfortunately, due to inaccurate and frequently misguided conceptions and reports linking trees with damage to built structures, it has become established in the public’s mind and in many professional and technical circles, that trees are always the cause of damage to the built environment even before adequate site investigations have been conducted.  It is accepted amongst tree professionals that trees are on many occasions a contributing factor in structural damage.  However, it is also true that they are not the causative agent in the damage, although frequently cited as the prime cause.  The issue is far more complex than this and requires consideration of appropriate professionally verified evidence along with options for remedial actions that don’t automatically presume the removal of the particular tree or trees. The culture whereby the balance of probabilities argument has been used to identify trees as the culprits of structural damage now needs to be replaced with one of accurate assessment of the relevant facts.  The Council needs to adopt specified levels of evidence required for particular trees and scenarios and apply these to the process of decision making on tree removals.  This facilitates a more balanced and proportionate approach to tree management.  

The resolution of these requests for maintenance where trees are in conflict with built structures often requires input from various Council sections. However, ambiguities and inconsistencies exist between the various Council sections in how to resolve these issues. It is therefore critical to the successful review of the Tree Management Policy that these ambiguities and inconsistencies are eliminated and replaced by agreed clear corporate procedures and solutions. This requires cross directorate collaboration to achieve a protocol that will reflect environmental, developmental and operational challenges and pressures

As part of the internal interim review process, internal meetings have taken place with the Council’s Roads Maintenance section to identify and agree constructive and tangible procedures for responding to these issues.  It is acknowledged that this may require changes to long-standing operational practices and methodologies, particularly in regard to repair of public footpaths with consequent resourcing and budgetary implications.  Further considerations and discussions needs to take account of the evolving context whereby the role of trees in addressing climate change resilience is becoming ever more widely understood.  South Dublin County Council has identified actions in its Draft Climate Change Action Plan that seek to prevent loss of tree cover and ensure high standards of tree protection, planting and management. As the reality of climate change begins to bite, the Council is being increasingly challenged by concerned interests and members of the public, occasionally under the legislative mechanisms of Freedom of Information or Access to Information on the Environment, to justify its decisions for tree removals in much more detail and to a greater level of accountability.  In this context, all evidence and resultant decisions and actions in regard to tree management should be capable of withstanding scrutiny and defence under legal challenge.  

•
Trees and Public Lighting:  A review of the current policy on removal of trees in proximity to public lighting columns is required in order to minimise loss of healthy trees and address public resistance to current practice.  This review to include consideration of the design of public lighting installations and occasional requirements to remove healthy and viable trees to facilitate functioning of new LED lighting system.  A corporate procedure for resolving this ambiguity requires agreement and discussions will be initiated with the Council’s Public Lighting section in this regard.

Next Step:
In order to progress and complete the internal interim review of the Tree Management Policy, as a next step, it is proposed to convene a working group primarily comprising members of the Environment, Water & Climate Change Strategic Policy Committee and officials from the Council’s Tree Management Section.  The Working Group is to be tasked with agreeing and finalising proposals for new policy statements and revisions to existing policy statements with view to presenting those proposals to the next meeting of this Environment, Water & Climate Change Strategic Policy Committee. 

In addition, it is proposed that the Working Group be extended for review of particular policy areas to include representation as relevant from the Council’s Climate Change, Roads Maintenance, Public Lighting and Planning sections to develop and agree tangible, cross directorate procedures and methodologies that secure the position of the tree in the urban environment and embed principles of sustainable tree management across all sections of the Council’s functional and operational activities. END OF REPORT
A discussion ensued and it was agreed that a working group will be convened for two meetings. The first meeting will include the members of the SPC (and those other Elected Members who were previously engaged in the development of the strategy) to be held before the end of the year and the second meeting will comprise the members plus representation from relevant Council Departments as outlined in the report. The second meeting will be held in the New Year.
The report was NOTED
Item 4: Update on Flood Alleviation (Including CFRAMS) and Surface Water Schemes
The following report as circulated was presented by A/ Project Resident Engineer, David Grant and A/ Senior Engineer, Derek Sargent: 
Ballycullen Stream Flood Alleviation Scheme
The 12 month defects period is now complete and that end this contract with the contractor, the scheme is complete.

River Poddle Flood Alleviation Scheme 
The Poddle Scheme and web site www.poddlefas.ie were officially launched on Wednesday 24th October by the Mayor and Minister for the OPW Kevin 'Boxer' Moran at Tymon Park.

Current works being carried out under Stage 1 included environment screening and assessment work. This work is required for the production of an Environmental Impact Assessment Report that will be submitted to an Bord Pleanála as part of the Planning Process. Further work is continuing on the Hydraulic model as part of the defence design process. Topographical surveys have been procured and will commence shortly, this will supply information required for the detailed design of the defences required.

Meetings are continuing with stakeholders residing on the route, and with the relevant Local Authority Drainage Inspectors to assist in identifying historical problem areas and in regard to the current maintenance of the River Poddle. Further Public Consultation will be taking place in November and December.

Once the preliminary Design is completed a Part X planning Application will go to An Bord Pleanála, this is expected in Q1 2019. We will then await the decision of the Board, the time scale for this is outside of our control but is generally between 6 and 8 months. Once we have planning approval from the Bord we will commence construction and hope to do this in Q3 2019.

Whitechurch Stream Flood Alleviation Scheme
The Whitechurch Stream Flood Alleviation Scheme is a cost beneficial scheme, as set out in the Dodder CFRAMS project. The OPW have confirmed funding for this scheme.

The OPW Design office are carrying out some of the design work on this scheme they will produce the Hydraulic model and preliminary design for this project. In order to progress this modelling they have already completed culvert and channel surveys as well as topographical surveys. RPS Consulting Engineers have been appointed to this scheme. The overall project design and Planning will be carried out by RPS. They will also act as Project Supervisor Design Process (PSDP) for the project. The kick off meeting between South Dublin County Council, the OPW and RPS took place in the council offices on Thursday 25th October.

Camac Flood Alleviation Scheme
The overall scheme for the Camac did not meet the OPW cost benefit criteria to progress work on the river in its entirety. A steering group has been set up to consider works at specific locations on the Camac River, SDCC and the OPW have met on site and walked the Camac. The brief for the appointment of Consultants to carry out the design of flood alleviation measures at these specific locations is complete and agreed. This will go out to tender through the DCC framework for consultants shortly. 

	SURFACE WATER MINOR WORKS PROGRAMME: 
	 2018-2019

	1 Surface Water Sewer Systems; 
	 
	 

	Location 
	Project 
	Update on Project 

	Tay Lane, Rathcoole 
	Flood Alleviation 
	In Planning - road level needs to be raised to accommodate upsizing of pipes. 

	Glenmaroon 
	Localised surface water improvement – to alleviate flooding on Glenmaroon Road. 
	Works Complete. 

	Peamount Road, Newcastle. 
	Ditch to be cleared 
	Completed May 2018. 

	Main street, Newcastle. 
	Main street - Localised surface water improvement 
	In Planning. 

	Cellbridge Road, Lucan 
	Surface water improvement scheme – collapsed culvert restoration. 
	Works complete. 

	Ballyowen Lane, Lucan. 
	Surface water improvement scheme - - to address localised flooding and to provide  a discharge pipeline from Public Realm pitch drainage works 
	Construction has commenced and pipework to be completed late November 2018 and road reinstatement early 2018

	Templeogue Village 
	Section 1 – provide surface water discharge line from Main Street at Morgue Pub to discharge to existing surface water system on Pig’s Lane to Riverside Cottages. 
	Section 1 –Survey is complete. It is hoped that construction will start December 2018 

	Templeogue Village 
	Section 2 - Main street - Initial assessment and feasibility study of pipeline along the main street. 
	Section 2 - anticipated co-funding from IW to be agreed

	Stocking Lane, Rathfarnham. 
	Provide improved drainage on road 
	Phase 1- Assess condition of current drainage and Planning. 

	Old Lucan Road near village 
	Localised surface water improvement 
	Multi annual scheme in planning in conjunction with Roads 

	Butterfield Park 
	Localised surface water improvement 
	In planning -anticipated co-funding from IW to be agreed

	Nangor Road/Ninth Lock Road Junction, Clondalkin. 
	Localised surface water improvement 
	In planning. Carried over to 2019. 

	The majority of the above schemes are at preliminary stage and are subject to detailed design and full budgetary estimates. In cases where the new surface water pipeline will provide additional capacity in the foul sewer, co-funding is anticipated from IW and the amounts need to be agreed. 

	 


	 
	 

	2 Flood Alleviation Minor Capital Works – Rivers & Streams; 
	 

	 
	 
	 

	Location 
	Project 
	Update on Project 

	Camac River 
	Clearing and regrading 
	Re-grading at Mayfield done in May and minor clearing works completed in September. EPA Hydrometric weir was repaired in September. 

	Poddle River 
	Clearing and regrading 
	Annual clearing works carried out September 2018 

	Jobstown stream 
	Regrading, dredging and cleaning. Provision of a better aesthetic area to discourage illegal dumping into the stream. 
	In planning 

	River CCTV & Telemetry 
	Provide 4 no. outstations on: - Camac screen at Toyota, Jobstown stream screen before N81 culvert and 2 No. on the Poddle river. 
	The 2 no. sites on Poddle are complete and further 3 no. units to be fitted. Two units will be fitted on the Camac at Toyota, Nangor road Screen and at Mill Shopping Centre Screen. The third will be fitted at Jobstown Screen before discharge under N81. Works to be completed early 2019. 

	Rathfarnham Castle 
	Clean up and regrade inlet and outlet watercourse to lakes and clean out lake. 
	Completed Aug 2018 

	Rain Gauge Upgrade 
	5 sites 
	In planning 

	Owendoher Stream 
	Clearing and regrading 
	In planning 


END OF REPORT

The A/ Senior Engineer and the A/Resident Project Engineer responded to the Member’s queries

The Report was NOTED
Item 5: Review of 2018 SPC Work Programme and consideration of Draft 2019 Work Programme
The following report as circulated was presented by Director of Service, Teresa Walsh:

2018 SPC Work Programme

1. CFRAMS - Flood Alleviation and Surface Water Schemes – ongoing
2. Climate Change -  Mitigation / Adaptation Plan – Feb 2018
3. Review of Living With Trees  – Feb 2018
4. Litter Management Action Plan – 2017 Summary - February 2018
5. Teen Space –  Report on public consultation – May 2018
6. Update on Waste Management Plan / WERLA Update –May 2018
7. Reuse / recycling – Coffee Cups – May 2018
8. Update on Recycling Strategy (Following ACM updates) – September 2018
9. Scrambler & Quads  – September 2018
10. Parks & Open Spaces Strategy  Update – September 2018
11. Revised Tree Management Plan – November 2018
12. Initiate Review of Bye Laws ( Parks Op Spaces / Horses - Depending on outcome of working groups) November 2018
13. Biodiversity Plan *
Draft 2019 SPC Programme

1. Flood Alleviation and Surface Water Schemes – ongoing
2. Litter Management Action Plan – Commencement of Review / Initiate process to make New Plan - February 2019
3. Draft Biodiversity Plan – February 2019
4. Recycling Strategy – Reversible Vending Options – February 2019
5. Draft Climate Change Action Plan 2019/ 2024 – Public Consultation and Workshops- Feb 2019
6. Pitch Strategy  Update – May 2019
7. Parks and Open Spaces Strategy – May 2019
8. Draft Climate Change Action Plan 2019/2024 –Post Consultation & Adoption - May 2019
9. Update on Waste Management Plan / WERLA Priorities –May 2019
10. Pre-consultation Draft Litter Management Plan 2019-2024 – May 2019
11. Climate Change Action Plan 2019/2024 Update – September 2019
12. Update on Scrambler & Quads  Task Force– September 2019
13. Recycling Strategy Update September 2019
14. Initiate Review of Bye Laws ( Parks Op Spaces / Horses) – September 2019
15. Climate Change Action Plan 2019 / 2024 Update – November 2019
16. Draft Litter Management Plan 2019 / 2024 – November 2019
17. Pre-consultation Draft Bye Laws ( Parks Op Spaces / Horses) – November 2019

END OF REPORT
A discussion ensued and it was noted that the 2018 Work Programme had been adhered to and that some items would roll over to the 2019 Work Programme
Members’ were invited by the Director of Service to consider the plan further and submit additional items for consideration for inclusion in the work programme for 2019

The report was NOTED
Item 6: Item submitted from Clondalkin ACM – Election Postering

The following report as circulated was presented by Senior Executive Officer, Mary Maguire

The following item was considered by the Clondalkin Area Committee Members at the October Area Committee Meeting

"That this committee, in support of Clondalkin Tidy Towns, asks that the issue of political and event postering is referred to the Environment SPC and that all elected Councillors will lead by example and not clutter our area with posters advertising meeting or events all year round,  but will look at more environmentally friendly ways such as social media, and that South Dublin County Council would look at designating certain areas for public posters in the lead up to the local elections in 2019 via the SPC and bring a report back on same."

The following report by the Chief Executive which had been circulated, was READ:

Election / Referendum / Public Meeting posters are governed by a suite of relevant legislation including:
· Litter Pollution Act, as  amended by the Electoral (Amendment) No 2 Act 2009
· Protection of the Environment Act 2003
· Planning and Development Regulations 2001 – 2013
· European Parliament Elections Act 1997
· Local Elections Regulations 1995
· Referendum Act 1994
· Electoral Act 1992
· Road Traffic Act 1961
Posters for referendum can be displayed from the date on which the Minister makes the polling day order appointing the day on which the referendum shall be held. Posters for public meetings can be displayed in accordance with Section 19(7) of the Litter Pollution Act which provides that an advertisement advising of a public meeting can be in place for up to 30 days before and within 7 days after a public meeting.
National legislation permits election posters and does not per se (subject to road safety) put restrictions on where they should be erected, but rather when they can be erected and when they should be removed.
The matter was further considered by the EPR&CC SPC in 2016 when significant data from other countries was collated as part of the work of the subcommittee established to look at options.
If the motion is passed the Environment, Public Realm and Climate Change SPC may further discuss and research options. However as outlined already any meaningful change will require legislative change and Ministerial direction, and it is unlikely that the Council or this Committee would be in a position to impose significant change in this regulated area.

· It was noted from that study that many European countries apply different mechanisms to facilitate communication between election candidates and voters.  Some place limits on the number of posters and where they may be placed, restricting them, for instance, to designated municipal hoardings. It is also known that in some countries candidates get an equal amount of posters and can post in designated areas only.

· A working group of the former Environment SPC previously developed a voluntary code of practice to which election candidates in Local Elections in Lucan, Clondalkin and Palmerstown agreed not to erect posters in those villages at the request of the local Tidy Towns groups. However there is currently no legislative provision to enforce this voluntary code, and it was only relative to Local Elections, thereby not applying to other elections and Referenda which were held.  (European Elections will also be held next Summer).
· Reforming the way election candidates reach the public may require political will and legislative change.
· Section 19 of the Litter Pollution Act 1997, as amended, and Section 9 of the Electoral (Amendment) (No. 2) Act 2009 require that all posters/advertisements relating to an election / referendum must be removed within 7 days of date of polling day.
· Posters for elections can be displayed either  A) 30 days before the poll day or B) From the date the Minister makes the polling order appointing the polling ……….which ever provides the shorter period of time

It was AGREED that a further report would be brought to the next SPC.
END OF REPORT

A discussion ensued and it was noted that previous research had been undertaken by the SPC in 2017 in relation to the best practice in other jurisdictions.  While Cllr Timmons suggested designating a postering area in certain areas for general postering / advertisement it was agreed on discussion that this would be hard to manage in terms of space/ time /appropriate contenct etc. 

Item 7: Update from Scrambler & Quads Regional Task Force

The following report as circulated was presented by Senior Executive Officer, Mary Maguire:

Due to the increasing and serious issue of scramblers operating in our parks and open spaces causing distress to residents and also causing extreme damage to our playing facilities, it was agreed earlier in 2018 to establish a regional forum / task force with representatives from the DLA’s and AGS to consider an approach to managing the problem.

Given the ongoing engagement of the Council's Road Safety Officer with An Garda Síochána and Motorcycling Ireland in relation to such issues, it was agreed that there would be such representation on this forum.

Officials from Department of Justice showed significant interest in the initiative and were invited to participate also.

The first meeting of the taskforce took place on Thursday 21st June 2018 in County Hall, Tallaght and was very well attended. Attendees included senior officials from

· SDCC - Roads and Public Realm
· FCC
· AGS
· Dept of Justice
· Motorcross Ireland

Agreed focus for the Task Force: legislation and enforcement, and is was considered timely given Minister Flanagan's recent announcement that he was set to consider additional legislation to tackle the anti-social misuse of scramblers and quad bikes.  

At the second meeting of the task force which was held on 13th September 2018 representatives from the Dept of Justice, which included Minister Flanagan's legal advisor, confirmed that they have sought advice from the office of the Attorney General on a range of relevant matters and when this advice has been provided they will be in a position to proceed further.

Discussion will take place with all Road Safety Officers on a regional level together with the Motor Cross Industry and RSA for a Christmas 2018 campaign.

An analysis of real-time activity was agreed which commenced on Monday 17 to Monday 24 September: all participating local authorities will log incidents of the use of propelled vehicles in parks/open spaces.

It has been suggested that there is need for a second scrambler facility within the region, similar to the one in place in Damastown (Fingal Co Co) but identifying suitable site(s) is problematic.

From a local operational perspective: SDCC Public Realm operations have initiated works at some locations in an attempt to combat the problem of scramblers and quads accessing parks and open spaces, for example approximately 800m of high railing has been erected around Butler McGee Park at Drumcairn Estate at an approximate cost of €100,000.  

Requests for works have been received for boundary treatment works at Killinarden Park, Jobstown Park, Dodder Valley Park, Tymon Park (at the Basketball Arena), Bancroft Park, Glenshane Green and St Cuthbert's Park in Clondalkin to name just some of the locations where this anti-social behaviour is ongoing. 

The Council is cognisant that as requests for new and improved boundary treatments continue to be received, and as the list grows, the potential cost of both honouring commitments already given as well as responding positively to new requests received has the potential to escalate to a level where the current financial provision cannot meet what is required. 

Since the last meeting the second stage debate on the bill was on Dáil agenda on Wednesday 17th October 2018. https://www.oireachtas.ie/en/debates/debate/dail/2018-10-17/23/?highlight%5B0%5D=scramblers&highlight%5B1%5D=scrambler&highlight%5B2%5D=scramblers
The next meeting of the group is scheduled for 14th November 2018.

END OF REPORT
There being no further business the meeting concluded at 6.55 pm
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