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(1) Draft Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy (RSES)

(2) Draft Metropolitan Area Strategic Plan (MASP) Chapter 5

 Future development of the Region to 2031 and beyond

 Support implementation of Project Ireland 2040

 Economic Framework for development of the Region to 2040

STRATEGY CONTENT



EMRA STRATEGIC PLANNING AREAS

POPULATION GROWTH 2016 - 2031
Dublin Region 57% 

Eastern Region 29%

Midland Region 12%.



GROWTH AND SETTLEMENT STRATEGY

3 KEY THEMES 

i)   Growth Scenario
 Consolidation of Dublin

 Regional Growth Centres of Athlone, Dundalk and Drogheda

 Self-sustaining settlements.

ii) Climate
 Support for National Climate Adaptation and Mitigation Policies

iii) Economic
 Economic strategy focused on:

• Smart specialisation.

• Utilising regional economic strengths.

• Cluster development and placemaking.



POPULATION CHANGE DUBLIN SPA

2016 2026 low 2031 low

2026 high % Change 2031 high % Change

Dublin City 554,500 613,000 - 625,000 10%-12% 638,500 - 655,000 15%-18%

Dun Laoghaire 

Rathdown 218,000 241,000 - 245,500 10%-12% 250,500 - 257,000 14%-17%

Fingal 296,000 327,000 - 333,000 10%-12.5% 340,000 - 349,000 15%-18%

South Dublin 279,000 308,000 - 314,000 10%-12.5% 320,500 - 329,000 15%-18%

POPULATION GROWTH ALLOCATION 2016 - 2031
• DCC 41%

• FCC 21%

• SDCC 20%

• DLR 16% 



Settlement Strategy

 In line with Development Plan 2016-2022 population projections

 2026 RSES Population Target 308,000 - 314,000 (high)

 2022 Development Population Plan Target 308,467

 2016 Census South Dublin        278,767   

IMPLICATIONS FOR SDCC



SETTLEMENT HIERARCHY

Settlement 

Hierarchy

Metropolitan Hinterland Outer Region

Dublin City and 

Suburbs

Dublin City and 

Suburbs

Regional Growth 

Centres

Drogheda Athlone

Dundalk

Key Towns Bray

Maynooth

Swords

Navan

Naas

Wicklow

Rathnew

Graiguecullen(Carlow)

Longford

Mullingar

Tullamore

Portlaoise

Medium to Large 

towns

Either moderate 

jobs and services or 

large town pop with 

growth but weak 

employment base 

thus far

To be defined by Development Plans

Small towns and 

villages

To be defined by Development Plans

Rural To be defined by Development Plans



• Area defined by NTA Strategy

• 50.4% of EMRA population

• 2016 Population 1.2 M

• 2031 Population 1.65m

• Strategy:

– Consolidation of Dublin City & Suburbs

– Growth of Key towns; 

– Swords, Maynooth & Bray

– Key Strategic Residential & 

Employment Areas

• Focus Transport Orientated Development

• Unlock the development capacity of strategic development areas by identifying the 

sequencing of enabling infrastructure

DUBLIN METROPOLITAN AREA STRATEGIC 

PLAN



MASP STRATEGIC RESIDENTIAL & EMPLOYMENT 

CORRIDORS & SDCC

(1) South-West Corridor

(Kildare line-Luas red line)

Western residential/mixed suburbs at Clonburris, Kilcarbery and

Adamstown SDZ,

Mixed Use: Regeneration of Brownfielld lands Naas Road and Tallaght

Residential: development of Fortunestown on the Luas Red Line

Employment: Increased capacity on the Kildare line, supported by bus

at Grangecastle,

(2) Docklands and City Centre

Naas Road: Significant landbank adjoining South Dublin with long term

potential to become major District Centre

Employment/Mixed Use:

Re-intensification of underutilised lands including Naas Road, and

older industrial estates subject to feasibility study.

Strategic Development Corridors



Strategic Development Corridors

(1) South West Corridor

, 



(2) Dublin Docklands and City Centre

Strategic Development Corridors



Monday 5 November 2018 to Wednesday 23 January 2019

Public Consultation


