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Report of Environment Public Realm & Climate Change SPC Meeting held on 4th September   2018 in IT Conference Room
In attendance

Elected Members
Councillor Pamela Kearns (Chair)

Councillor Francis Timmons
Councillor Danny O’Brien

Councillor Ed O’Brien
Councillor Rob Russell

Officials

Teresa Walsh, Director of Service

Leo Magee, Senior Engineer

Chris Galvin, Senior Engineer

Derek, Senior Engineer

Mary Maguire, Senior Executive Officer
Richard Fitzpatrick, Executive Environmental Scientific Officer

Caroline O’Reilly, Administrative Officer

Brenda Shannon, Administrative Officer

Apology

Councillor Brian Lawlor

Councillor Ed. O’Brien

Connie Kiernan

Item 1: Minutes of Environment SPC meeting held on 1st May  2018
The Minutes of Environment SPC meeting held on 1st May 2018, were proposed by Councillor P. Kearns, seconded by Councillor D. O’Brien
Item 2:  Ringsend Wastewater Treatment Plant Upgrade Project

The following comprehensive report on the Ringsend Wastewater Treatment Plant as circulated was presented by Senior Engineer, Chris Galvin
Summer 2018 Update
In this update

·         Irish Water submits strategic infrastructure planning application

·         Background to the planning application

·         Why this project is needed?

·         What has happened so far?

·         What is a Regional Biosolids Storage Facility?

·         Planning application and next steps

  

 

Irish Water Submits Strategic Infrastructure Planning Application
Irish Water submitted a planning application for strategic infrastructure development to An Bord Pleanála seeking permission to further progress the upgrade of the Ringsend Wastewater Treatment Plant (WwTP). The application sought permission for works required to facilitate the use of Aerobic Granular Sludge (AGS) technology, to omit the previously permitted long sea outfall tunnel and to upgrade the sludge treatment facilities at Ringsend, Dublin 4, and to provide for a Regional Biosolids Storage Facility in Newtown, Dublin 11.

This proposed upgrade of the Ringsend WwTP will enable future population growth and ensure the plant operates to the highest possible environmental standards. 

  

Background to the planning application
AGS is an advanced nutrient removal technology that will allow for a greater amount of wastewater to be treated to a higher standard within the current Ringsend WwTP.

A previous planning application to upgrade the plant, based on the treatment technologies available at that time, received approval in 2012. This 2012 approval included the construction of a 9km long sea outfall tunnel, which would allow the discharge of the treated wastewater further out into Dublin Bay, away from the nutrient sensitive Lower Liffey Estuary.  

In 2014, Irish Water took over the responsibility of providing water and wastewater services in Ireland.  The need for the Ringsend WwTP Upgrade Project was assessed and reaffirmed.  All elements of the 2012 approval were reviewed and AGS technology was identified by Irish Water as ideally suited and subsequently proven for use at the Ringsend WwTP.

Using AGS technology allows for a greater amount of wastewater to be treated to a higher standard within the current Ringsend WwTP. This means that the treated wastewater leaving the plant will be of a much higher quality than it would have been based on the original proposal in the 2012 approval. This higher quality treated wastewater will be suitable for discharge at the current outfall location, in compliance with the Urban Wastewater Treatment Directive, negating the need for the 9km outfall tunnel originally included in the 2012 planning approval.

  

Why is this project needed?
Ringsend Wastewater Treatment Plant Upgrade Project is one of the most important of a number of major investments in both water supply and wastewater that Irish Water will be rolling out in the region to support the economic projections for growth for the Greater Dublin Area.

Wastewater from homes and businesses needs to be collected and treated to ensure it is not a threat to public health or the environment when returned to a river or to the sea.

Wastewater from Dublin has been treated in Ringsend since 1906. The current plant is the largest wastewater treatment plant (WwTP) in Ireland and was built in 2005 to a design capacity of 1.64m population equivalent (PE). 

Ringsend WwTP currently discharges treated wastewater into the Lower Liffey Estuary via an outfall located approximately 1km from the facility. Under the Urban Wastewater Treatment Directive, the Lower Liffey Estuary is designated as a (nutrient) sensitive waterbody.  This designation requires the WwTP to reduce nutrients (nitrogen, phosphorus) to below a specified level before discharging into a nutrient sensitive waterbody.

The Ringsend WwTP is currently operating at levels in excess of its intended design capacity, with wastewater of up to 1.9m population equivalent requiring treatment. In order to treat the current wastewater load to the required standard and to allow for future growth in population and industry, the plant must be upgraded. The need for this upgrade project was highlighted in the Greater Dublin Strategic Drainage Study (2005) and associated Strategic Environmental Assessment (2008). Irish Water has assessed and reaffirmed the need for the Ringsend upgrade project.

Subject to An Bord Pleanála approval, this upgrade project will allow the Ringsend WwTP to treat the increasing volumes of wastewater arriving at the plant to the required standard and capacity, enabling future housing and commercial development and helping to ensure that Dublin is able to sustain continued growth. When all the proposed works are complete, the Ringsend Wastewater Treatment Plant will be able to treat wastewater for up to 2.4 million population equivalent while meeting the standards of the Urban Wastewater Treatment Directive.

Note; All wastewater from sewers in South Dublin County Council discharges via trunk sewers and pumping stations to Ringsend Wastewater Treatment Plant.

  

What has happened so far?
To date, Irish Water has invested €70 million in upgrading the Ringsend Wastewater Treatment Plant. This includes advance work to prepare the site for the upgrade, upgrades to the odour treatment facilities, trialling and proving of AGS technology and investigative works to inform the project.

In December 2017, Irish Water appointed a contractor to construct a new 400,000 population equivalent extension at the plant (as laid out in the 2012 planning approval).  Works on this capacity upgrade are progressing to schedule and it is anticipated that these will be completed in 2020. 

  

What is a regional biosolids storage facility?
Biosolids contain high levels of nutrients and are sustainably reused as an organic fertiliser in agriculture, in compliance with EU and National regulations. Approximately 98% of biosolids produced in Ireland are reused on agricultural land.

Biosolids are only applied to lands during the planting seasons each Spring and Autumn. For the rest of the year biosolids need to be stored. No further treatment of the material is required and no treatment will take place at the storage facility. Under the new strategic infrastructure planning application, the Ringsend WwTP will have the capacity to serve the Greater Dublin Area, including parts of Kildare and Meath for the next 25 years.

Irish Water commenced a site selection process in February 2017 that included three stages of public consultation to identify a preferred site for a Regional Biosolids Storage Facility.

This process identified a preferred site for the facility at Newtown, Dublin 11.  A six week non-statutory consultation was held on the identified preferred site and the factors to be considered in the development of an Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR).  The preferred site has undergone all relevant environmental studies and assessments as part of the preparation of a planning application for the project.

For more information on the regional biosolids storage facility visit www.water.ie/biosolids
  

Planning application and next steps
The planning application consisted of two primary components:

· Component 1: Ringsend WwTP, Pigeon House Road, Dublin 4: Permission sought for the further development of the Ringsend Wastewater Treatment Plant comprising revisions and alterations to the 2012 approval.

· Component 2: Regional Biosolids Facility: Permission sought for the development of a Regional Biosolids Storage Facility at Newtown, North Road, Dublin 11.

An Environmental Impact Assessment Report and a Natura Impact Statement were prepared and accompanied the planning application.

The Environmental Impact Assessment Report for the Proposed Upgrade Project consisted of the following five volumes:

· Volume 1 – Non-Technical Summary

· Volume 2 - Project Description and Overarching Documents

· Volume 3 – Ringsend Wastewater Treatment Plant (WwTP)

· Volume 4 – Regional Biosolids Storage Facility (RBSF)

· Volume 5 – Drawings

 Submissions or observations were invited and could be made to An Bord Pleanála up to end July 2018.
Further information is available on the Irish Water website at:   www.water.ie/ringsend
Item 3:  Climate Change Update
A comprehensive report as circulated was presented by Senior Engineer, Chris Galvin.
It was documented that the SDCC Draft Climate Action Plan is being prepared in accordance with the guidelines and being “proofed” by Dr. Barry O Dwyer in MAREI in advance of the formal publication of the guidelines.

The current schedule for the Council’s Climate Change plan is as follows:

· Late August all 4 plans were sent to Dr Barry O Dwyer in MAREI to peer review against the new draft guidelines from the EPA (due out in Oct) 

· A final pre-public consultation draft plan with a list of issues that may need to be addressed is currently being considered by the Senior Management Team for final adjustments / sign off mid-October 

· Scoping for SEA/AA in October 

· Presentation of pre-public consultation draft plan to the November SPC
· Presented to the full council in December 

· Public engagement will be in late January  

Item 4 Update from EMRWO on recycling strategy objectives from EMRWP (Incl Role of Repak)

Cllr Kearns welcomed Mr Hugh Coughlan, Regional Co-Coordinator, Eastern-Midlands Regional Waste Office who delivered a presentation on the recycling strategy objectives contained in the EMRWM Plan as follows:

· The EMRWM Plan which is underpinned by is underpinned by National and European waste legislation
· The “Recycling List” which is made up of 3 main categories of waste and how it should be presented: CLEAN / DRY / LOOSE
· RAC – Recycling Ambassador Programme

· Recycling is “Prevention”

· Minimal Waste Grocery concept - bring your own jars or containers, fill them with what every you require
· Prevention networks
· Communication – August  “reach “ of 2,500 during August 2018

· The Future – Mywaste.ie / Prevention Toolkit / Food Waste / Recycle Month 

Mr. Coughlan also presented an outlined the role of REPAK 
A very engaging discussion ensued and Mr. Coughlan responded to queries raised.  Issues raised included:

· Green waste in Black bin post introduction of fee

· Possibility of plastic free aisles in supermarkets

· Provision of water fountains in public places to minimise bottles

· Perceived lack of incentives for householders v commercial entities to recycle

· Recycling costs exist – Repak subsidy is helping keep these costs down

· Deposit / Refund scheme continues to be examined

· Waste Regulator being considered- recent public consultation process – report awaited

· Potential for “Minimal Shops”

· WtE potential to convert to heat – District Heating

Item 6 Update on Dublin Urban Rivers – LIFE PROJECT

A comprehensive report was presented by Executive Environmental Scientific Officer, Richard Fitzpatrick, on the LIFE project which is aimed at improving river water quality through the identification of domestic drainage “misconnections”.

It is envisaged that on average 8% of domestic drainage connections are “misconnections” and the   project will include assessment of c 12,000 (7k SDCC & 5k DLR) door-to-door drainage assessments.  It will encompass active engagement with homeowners, communities, and the wider public on the subject of domestic misconnections.
The expected project outcome is the removal of 960+ “misconnections” and reduced pollution 

Item 7 Update on Flood Alleviation (Including CFRAMS) and Surface Water Schemes
A comprehensive report on Flood Alleviation (Including CFRAMS) and Surface Water Schemes was presented by Senior Engineers Chris Galvin and Derek Sargent
The update on the flood alleviation schemes and the surface water schemes is as follows:
Ballycullen Stream Flood Alleviation Scheme
The 12 month defects period, we continue to monitor all reinstatements to ensure thay comply with the specification and that all green areas grow back to the required standard.

River Poddle Flood Alleviation Scheme 
The River Poddle Flood Alleviation Scheme has progressed to Stage 1 – Scheme Development and Preliminary Design following the appointment of Nicholas O’ Dwyer Ltd as Consulting Engineers on March 20th 2018.

Current works being carried out under Stage 1 is the collecting of rainfall and river level flow data and advance surveys of existing infrastructure such as culverts along the route, reviewing of SDCC and DCC Planning data along with the gathering of GIS storm water network data to enable Hydrological Analysis and Hydraulic Modelling of flood events. A Draft Hydraulic Report has been completed and is currently under review by SDCC the OPW and DCC.

Preliminary meetings have also been held with stakeholders residing on the route and with the relevant Local Authority Drainage Inspectors to assist in identifying historical problem areas and in regard to the current maintenance of the River Poddle.

Preliminary Design is expected to be completed in late 2018 to early 2019, Public Consultation on the proposed solutions for the scheme will occur in Q3 and Q4 2018.

Once the preliminary Design is completed a Part X planning Application will go to An Bord Pleanala, this is expected in Q1 2019. We will then await the decision of the Board, the time scale for this is outside of our control but is general between 6 and 8 months.

Whitechurch Stream Flood Alleviation Scheme
The Whitechurch Stream Flood Alleviation Scheme is a cost beneficial scheme, as set out in the Dodder CFRAMS project. The OPW have confirmed funding for this scheme.

The OPW Design office are carrying out some of the design work on this scheme they will produce the Hydraulic modelling this project. In order to progress this modelling they have already completed culvert and channel surveys as well as topographical surveys. The overall project design and Planning will be carried out by consultant. The consultant will also act as Project Supervisor Design Process (PSDP) for the project. SDCC have completed the procurement and consultants will be appointed in September 2018 to progress this scheme in co-operation with the OPW.

Camac Flood Alleviation Scheme
The overall scheme for the Camac did not meet the OPW cost benefit criteria to progress work on the river in its entirety. A steering group has been set up to consider works at specific locations on the Camac River, SDCC and the OPW have met on site and walked the Camac. The OPW have drafted a brief for the appointment of Consultants to carry out the design of flood alleviation measures at these specific locations and this is currently being reviewed by SDCC and DCC. 
 

	SURFACE WATER MINOR WORKS PROGRAMME: 
	 

	1 Surface Water Sewer Systems; 
	 
	 

	Location 
	Project 
	Update on Project 

	Tay Lane, Rathcoole 
	Flood Alleviation 
	In Planning - road regrading required to accommodate upsizing of pipes. 

	Glenmaroon 
	Localised surface water improvement – to alleviate flooding on Glenmaroon Road. 
	Works Complete. 

	Peamount Road, Newcastle. 
	Ditch to be cleared 
	Completed May 2018. 

	Main street, Newcastle. 
	Main street - Localised surface water improvement 
	In Planning. 

	Celbridge Road, Lucan 
	Surface water improvement scheme – collapsed culvert restoration. 
	Works complete. 

	Ballyowen Lane, Lucan. 
	Surface water improvement scheme - - to address localised flooding and to provide  a discharge pipeline from Public Realm pitch drainage works 
	Construction has commenced and works to be completed late September 2018 

	Templeogue Village 
	Section 1 – provide surface water discharge line from Main Street at Morgue Pub to discharge to existing surface water system on Lane to Riverside Cottages. 
	Section 1 –Survey is complete. It is hoped that construction will start November 2018 

	Templeogue Village 
	Section 2 - Main street - Initial assessment and feasibility study of pipeline along the main street. (anticipated co-funding from IW to be agreed ) 
	Section 2 -Liaison with Irish Water. 

	Stocking Lane, Rathfarnham. 
	Provide improved drainage on road 
	Phase 1- Assess condition of current drainage and Planning. Carried forward from 2017 

	Old Lucan Road near village 
	Localised surface water improvement 
	Multi annual scheme in planning in conjunction with Roads 

	Butterfield Park 
	Localised surface water improvement (anticipated co-funding from IW to be agreed ). 
	In planning. 

	Nangor Road/Ninth Lock Road Junction, Clondalkin. 
	Localised surface water improvement 
	In planning. Carried over from 2017 

	The majority of the above schemes are at preliminary stage and are subject to detailed design and full budgetary estimates. In cases where the new surface water pipeline will provide additional capacity in the foul sewer, co-funding is anticipated from IW and amounts need to agreed. 

	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 

	2 Flood Alleviation Minor Capital Works – Rivers & Streams; 
	 

	 
	 
	 

	Location 
	Project 
	Update on Project 

	Camac River 
	Clearing and regrading 
	Regrading at Mayfield done in May and minor clearing works in September 

	Poddle River 
	Clearing and regrading 
	Annual clearing works to be carried out September 2018 

	Jobstown stream 
	Regrading, dredging and cleaning. Provision of a better aesthetic area to discourage illegal dumping into the stream. 
	In planning 

	River CCTV & Telemetry 
	Provide 4 no. outstations on: - Camac screen at Toyota, Jobstown stream screen before N81 culvert and 2 No. on the Poddle river. 
	The 2 no. sites on Poddle are complete and further unit to be fitted @ Toyota, Nangor rd. Screen on Camac before end of year. Permission to be sought from Toyota. 

	Rathfarnham Castle 
	Clean up and regrade inlet and outlet watercourse to lakes and clean lake. 
	Completed Aug 2018 

	Rain Gauge Upgrade 
	5 sites 
	In planning 

	Owendoher Stream 
	Clearing and regrading 
	In planning 


 

 

Item 8  River Basin Management Plan for Ireland 2018-2021 
A report as circulated and accompanying presentation was considered  

The River Basin Management Plan outlines the new approach that Ireland will take to protect our waters over the period to 2021. It builds on lessons learned from the first planning cycle in a number of areas:

· Stronger and more effective delivery structures have been put in place to build the foundations and momentum for long-term improvements to water quality 

· A new governance structure, which brings the policy, technical and implementation actors together with public and representative organisations. This will ensure the effective and coordinated delivery of measures. Progress on implementation will be tracked and information shared 

· The Local Authority Waters and Community Office will help people to get involved in improving water quality at a local level and the Local Authority Support and Advice Office will drive improvements in prioritised areas and waterbodies. 

· An Fóram Uisce, also newly established, is a forum for stakeholders, community groups and sectoral representatives. It will analyse and raise awareness of water issues. 

The main area for action under this plan in the South Dublin area is the Dodder River.

The newly formed Local Authorities Support and Advice Office (LAWSAT) have now completed the recruitment of the team of Scientists, Fresh Water Ecoogists, and Hydrologists and SDCC staff have met with the regional team.

 Item 9    Draft Waste Presentation ByeLaws - report on public consultation process
The report on the recent public consultation process was presented by Senior Executive Officer Mary Maguire.
The item will be considered under separate Headed Item by the full Council on the October Council agenda as the SPC committee Recommended that the draft Bye-Laws be referred to the full Council for making at the October Council Meeting.
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