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Report of Environment Public Realm & Climate Change SPC Meeting held on 6th February 2018 in IT Conference Room
In attendance

Elected Members
Councillor Pamela Kearns (Chair)

Councillor Francis Timmons
Councillor Danny O’Brien

Councillor Ed O’Brien
Councillor Rob Russell

Sectoral  Members

Connie Kiernan
Donie Anderson

Officials

Teresa Walsh, Director of Service

Chris Galvin, Senior Engineer

Michael McAdam, Senior Engineer

Mary Maguire, Senior Executive Officer
Sorcha O’Brien, Environmental Awareness Officer
Mary Keenan, Senior Executive Parks Superintendent

Apology

Councillor Brian Lawlor
Item 1: Minutes of Environment SPC meeting held on 7th November  2017
The Minutes of Environment SPC meeting held on 7th November 2017, were proposed by Councillor F. Timmons, seconded by Councillor D. O’Brien
Item 2:  SDCC Climate Change Action Plan

A presentation on progress on the development of the Council’s Climate Change Action Plans was delivered by Declan McCormack, CODEMA 

Queries raised related to SDCC’s performance against other LAs, actions to minimise Climate Change eg Public Lighting LED/ fleet replacement/ potential for solar farm / green energy masterplan solutions for Clonburris SDZ

Item 3:  Interim review of Living with Trees

A report was presented by Mary Keenan, Senior Executive Parks Superintendent, 
Objectives of the Tree Strategy are
· Improve tree management and create a safer, healthier tree population

· Implement a proactive, planned programme of cyclical tree maintenance

· Maximise the use of the Council’s resources to provide a better service and give better value for money.

The strategy is now into its third year and is scheduled for an interim review during 2018.  

The aim of the review is to include an assessment of  progress to date, and reassess aspects of the policy on particular issues that continue to generate ambiguity, and its consistency with other strategies and plans eg Climate Change Action Plan. 
Issues that have presented since the strategy was adopted were discussed. 

The review will include workshop for key representatives of internal Council departments to discuss issues proposed for review, as well as revisiting original groups / workgroups who participated in the initial development of the strategy.
Item 4 Prelim Report on Street Canvas (Anti-Graffiti Initiative) 
Sorcha O’Brien, Environmental Awareness Officer gave a report on proposals to develop a SDCC  Street Canvas (Anti-Graffiti Initiative). 
Project will be managed by a Project Manager who has just been procured and a callout for artists will commence shortly. 
An adjudication panel will access the suitability of the proposed artworks submitted and artwork will take place over the summer on 48 SDCC utility locations which been identified in collaboration with Land Use & Transportation across the 6 electoral areas.
Item 5 Update on Flood Alleviation Schemes and Surface Water Schemes 
The following report as circulated was noted:

The update on the flood alleviation schemes and the surface water schemes is as follows:
Ballycullen Stream Flood Alleviation Scheme: a duplication of the existing culvert is the preferred solution to alleviate flooding in the area.

The works are now complete 2 months ahead of schedule. 
River Poddle Flood Alleviation Scheme:  Consultants to be appointed in early February.

In order to progress the environmental assessment for the works at Tymon Park SDCC engaged Roughan & O’Donovan following a competition in December. Work on a Winter Habitiat Survey is currently progressing in Tymon Park and the results of this will feed into the Environment Assessment for the project.

Camac Flood Alleviation Scheme: A steering group has been set up to consider works at specific locations on the Camac River, SDCC and the OPW have met on site and walked the Camac. The OPW have drafted a brief for the appointment of Consultants to carry out the design of flood alleviation measures at these specific locations and this is currently being reviewed by SDCC and DCC. 
Whitechurch Stream Flood Alleviation Scheme:  OPW have confirmed funding for the procurement of a consultant engineer for the scheme. Design brief being prepared which will be submitted to the OPW prior to engaging the consultant through the DCC framework.

 An update was provided on the 2018 Surface Water Minor Works Programme. 
Item 6 2018 Draft Work Programme

The following draft work programme as circulated was agreed and will be considered at the next CPG meeting:

1. CFRAMS - Flood Alleviation and Surface Water Schemes – ongoing 
2. Climate Change -  Mitigation / Adaptation Plan 

3. Review of Living With Trees  

4. Litter Management Action Plan – 2017 Summary 

5. Teen Space –  Report on public consultation 

6. Update on Waste Management Plan / WERLA Update 

7. Update on examination of Reuse / recycling – Coffee Cups 

8. Update on Recycling Strategy (Following ACM updates) 

9. Update on Scramblers & Quads  

10. Parks & Open Spaces Strategy Update 

11. Revised Tree Management Plan 

12. Initiate Review of Bye Laws ( Parks Op Spaces / Horses - Depending on outcome of working groups) 

13. Biodiversity Plan * 

 Item 7 2017 – Item referred by Council – Scramblers

The report from the November Council meeting was circulated and it was agreed that as the Scrambler problem is not limited to the EPR & CC SPC and SDCC area, it is appropriate that there be representation from Land Use and Transportation SPC and that the Task Force would require a regional dimension if it is to be successful.

Item 8 Litter Management Plan – 2017 Action Plan summary

A summary report on the actions from the 2017 Litter Action Plan as circulated was noted:

There being no further business the meeting concluded at 7.15 pm 
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