COMHAIRLE CHONTAE ATHA CLIATH THEAS

SOUTH  DUBLIN  COUNTY  COUNCIL

	Minutes of South Dublin County Council meeting held on 9th January 2006


	PRESENT


	Councillors
	Councillors

	Ardagh, M.
	McCarthy, F.

	Corr, M
	McDermott, T.

	Daly, J.
	Murphy, M.

	Dowds, R.
	Neville, J.

	Gilligan, T.
	O’Conchúir, S.

	Hannon, J.
	O’Connell, G.

	Jones, C.
	Ridge, T.

	Keane, C.
	Tuffy, E.

	Keating, D.
	Tyndall, C.

	King, C.
	Walsh, E.

	Lahart, J.
	Warren, K.

	Laing, S.
	White, A.

	Maloney, E.
	


OFFICIALS PRESENT

	County Manager
	J. Horan

	Directors / Heads of Function
	P. Smith, 

J. Walsh, F. Coffey, P. Poole, M. Pyne, 

	County Architect 
	B. Brennan

	Senior Executive Officers
	G. Keogh, A. Jacob, E. Cunningham,  P. Murphy,  F. Nevin, M. Judge, J. Byrne, M. O’Shaughnessy, H. Hogan

	Senior Planner
	M. Kenny

	Administrative Officers
	J. Kilgarriff, J. Browne, C. Murphy, J. Kelly

	Senior Staff Officers
	U. Donnellan, H. Keane

	Staff Officer
	T. Fallon 

	Clerical Officer
	M. Dunne

	IT Support
	G. McManus


The Mayor, Councillor T. Ridge presided 

VOTE OF SYMPATHY

A Minutes silence was observed as a mark of respect to the late Joe Morton, retired member of staff.
(C/0001/06)
CONFIRMATION AND RE-AFFIRMATION OF MINUTES
a) Minutes of Meeting of South Dublin County Council - Annual Budget Meeting, 8th December 2005, which had been circulated, were submitted and APPROVED as a true record and signed.
b) Minutes of Meeting South Dublin County Council, 12th December 2005, which had been circulated, were submitted and APPROVED as a true record and signed.
c) Minutes of Meeting of South Dublin County Council - Adjourned Annual Budget, 15th December 2005, which had been circulated, were submitted and APPROVED as a true record and signed.
(C/0002/06)  
TERENURE/RATHFARNHAM AREA COMMITTEE (1) - 6TH DECEMBER 2005 DEALING WITH ROADS, PLANNING, DEVELOPMENT AND CORPORATE SERVICES
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.
(C/0003/06) 
TERENURE/RATHFARNHAM AREA COMMITTEE (2) - 13TH DECEMBER 2005 DEALING WITH COMMUNITY (1 REPORT - GRANTS), PARKS, ENVIRONMENT AND HOUSING
Community Business:

The report by the Manager which was circulated was CONSIDERED:

“Application for Grants 

Application for grants under the Council’s Community Grants Scheme has been received from the organisations listed below. Payment of these grants to these organisations, in accordance with the conditions of the Scheme, in the amounts set out hereunder, is recommended for approval:-

	Ref:
	Group

	Type of Application


	Date of Application
	Amount



	SCRA 1663/ GF 1366
	14th Ballyroan Scouting Ireland,

16 Ballyroan Crescent,

Rathfarnham,

Dublin 16.
	Upgrading of Single Interest towards the cost of flooring, gutters, replacement emergency doors and roof restoration
	28/11/05
	€4,000

	SCRA 1656/ GF 1358
	Ballyroan Community Centre,

119 Ballyroan Road,

Rathfarnham,

Dublin 16.
	Upgrading of Existing Community Centre towards the cost of refurbishment.
	14/11/05
	€8,000


Application for Grants (Arts Act 2003)

Application for a grant under the Council’s Arts Grants Scheme has been received from the organisation listed below.  Payment of this grant to this organisation, in accordance with the conditions of the Scheme, in the amount set out hereunder, is recommended for approval:-

	Ref:
	Group

	Type of Application


	Date of Application
	Amount

€

	SCRA 1146

AGF 509
	Perrystown Manor Estate Variety Group

Perrystown Community Centre

Limekiln Lane

Perrystown

Dublin 12
	Towards cost of variety show with over 60 adults and children participating
	16/9/05
	400


It was proposed by Councillor A. White and seconded by Councillor E. Walsh and RESOLVED:

“That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council APPROVE payment of the above grants as recommended in the foregoing report.””
It was proposed by Councillor T. Ridge seconded by Councillor A. White and RESOLVED: 

“That the recommendations contained in the report of the South Dublin County Council Terenure/Rathfarnham Area Committee (1) 13th December 2005 – Community Department be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”
(C/0004/06) 
TALLAGHT AREA COMMITTEE (1) - 7TH DECEMBER 2005
DEALING WITH ENVIRONMENT, PARKS, COMMUNITY (1 REPORT - GRANTS) AND HOUSING
Community Business:

The report by the Manager which was circulated was CONSIDERED:

“A Contribution is being made to the following group:

	Group

	Type of Application


	Amount



	Juvenile Liaison Officer,

An Garda Síochána,

Tallaght Garda Station,

Tallaght,

Dublin 24.
	Contribution towards the cost of organising Christmas Parties in National Schools in disadvantage areas within Tallaght Station District.
	€1,500


It was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney, seconded by Councillor J. Hannon and RESOLVED:

“That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council approve payment of the above grant recommended in the foregoing report”.”
It was proposed by Councillor T. Ridge seconded by Councillor K. Warren and RESOLVED: 

“That the recommendations contained in the report of the South Dublin County Council Tallaght Area Committee (1) 7th December 2005 – Community Department be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”
(C/0005/06) 
TALLAGHT AREA COMMITTEE (2) - 14TH DECEMBER 2005
DEALING WITH ROADS, PLANNING, DEVELOPMENT AND CORPORATE SERVICES
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

(C/0006/06) 
LUCAN/CLONDALKIN AREA COMMITTEE (1) - 14TH DECEMBER 2005
DEALING WITH DEVELOPMENT, PLANNING, CORPORATE SERVICES AND ROADS
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

(C/0007/06) 
LUCAN/CLONDALKIN AREA COMMITTEE (2) - 19TH DECEMBER 2005
DEALING WITH ENVIRONMENT, PARKS, COMMUNITY (1 REPORT- GRANTS) AND HOUSING
Community Business:

The report by the Manager which was circulated was CONSIDERED:

“Application for Grants

Application for grants under the Council’s Community Grants Scheme have been received from the organisations listed below. Payment of these grants to these organisations, in accordance with the conditions of the scheme, in the amounts set out hereunder, is recommended for approval:-

	Ref:
	Group

	Type of Application


	Date of Application
	Amount



	SCRA 1542/ GF 1367
	Bawnogue Youth & Community Centre,

Bawnogue Community Centre,

Clondalkin, Dublin 22.
	Community Centre IT Based Infrastructure towards the purchase of Computers.
	30/11/2005
	€5,000


A Contribution is being made to the following :

	Ref:
	Name

	Type of Application


	Date of Application
	Amount



	
	Bawnogue Youth & Family Support Group,

Unit 11 Bawnogue
	Contribution towards a Christmas Party
	02/12/05
	€100


It was proposed by Councillor F. Mc Carthy, seconded by Councillor D. Keating and RESOLVED:

“That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council APPROVE payment of the above grants as recommended in the foregoing report.””
It was proposed by Councillor T. Ridge seconded by Councillor R. Dowds and RESOLVED: 

“That the recommendations contained in the report of the South Dublin County Council Lucan/Clondalkin Area Committee (2) 19th  December 2005 – Community Department be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”
(C/0008/06) 
STANDING COMMITTEES - ORGANISATION, PROCEDURE AND FINANCE COMMITTEE
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

(C/0009/06)  
STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEES
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

(C/0010/06)  
REPORTS REQUESTED BY AREA COMMITTEES
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

(C/0011/06)
QUESTIONS 

It was requested by Councillor F. McCarthy that it be recorded that he was not satisfied with the reply to Q8 and therefore was not in agreement with the adoption of the questions.  Mr. Tom Doherty, Director of Planning replied to the Member.

It was proposed by Councillor T. Ridge, seconded by Councillor E. Maloney and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13 Questions numbered Q1 to Q 17 be ADOPTED and APPROVED.” 

(C/0012/06)
VILLAGE RENEWAL SCHEMES
QUESTION:  Councillor M. Daly 
“To ask the Manager to update the Council on the proposed village renewal schemes in the county and state whether enough funding has been received to carry out the councils proposals. Will he identify the priorities within the Council work programme?”

REPLY:
As part of the Urban and Village Renewal Scheme 2005 - 2006, South Dublin County Council was allocated a total of €2,699,854 by the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government (DoEHLG) to complete the scheme over the next two years.  The DoEHLG allocated €621,100 for 2005 projects and €2,078,754 for 2006 projects.

A number of projects have been completed in 2005; these are Monastery Road and Walkinstown.  A number of projects have been finalised and contracts are in the process of being submitted or are signed e.g. Clondalkin, Kiltalown, Tallaght Zip Project and Tallaght Village, for implementation in 2006.

The funds allocated by the DoEHLG are substantial and enough funding has been secured from the Department to carry out the various projects.  The Council will match the DoEHLG funds from its own resources.

With regard to prioritising projects, all projects that comply with the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government submission deadline of 31st December will be a priority for 2006.

(C/0013/06)
TALLAGHT STADIUM
QUESTION: Councillor M. Daly  
“To ask the Manager to update the Council on developments resulting from communication/correspondence between the Council and the Dept of Sport and tourism with regard to Tallaght Stadium?”

REPLY:
Since the last meeting of the Council, a meeting has taken place with the Department of Arts, Sport and Tourism in relation to this matter and a letter in response is expected before 9th January 2006.

(C/0014/06)
DECIBEL LEVEL REQUIREMENTS FOR NEW APARTMENT DEVELOPMENTS
QUESTION:
 Councillor M. Daly 
“To ask the Manager what are decibel level requirements set at for new apartment developments which the Council will take in hand. Would she make a comment on the poor sound insulation in relatively new developments which is causing a nuisance to tenants?”

REPLY:
Sound transmission is covered by Part E of the Building Regulations.The standards are divided into those that address airborne sound and impact sound.  

Airborne sound is defined by Standardised Level Differences ( DnT) as set out in British Standard 2570 Part 4 1993 and Impact sound by Standardised Impact Sound Levels (LnTw) as set out in BS 2570 Part 7 1993.  

The Building Regulations require standards as follows 

· Airborne sound 

                      Walls 49 

                      Floors 48 ( both minimum values ) 

· Impact sound  65   ( maximum value)  

A detailed manual covering Part E provides standard construction approaches to achieving or exceeding the above levels.  Such approaches are applied in all Council construction projects and the County Architect is satisfied that the requirements of Part E are fully met in all Council Housing Developments.

(C/0015/06)
ANTI-SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR IN FORMER COUNCIL ESTATES
QUESTION: Councillor M. Daly  
“To ask the Manager will she outline her proposals for tackling antisocial behaviour in former Council estates. Would she agree that there are many problems emanating from former tenants who have purchased their homes and are now deemed outside of the Council's remit?”

REPLY:

Existing legislation, under the Housing (miscellaneous provisions) Act 1997 does not permit a Local Authority to deal with anti-social behaviour in any dwellings other than with existing Local Authority tenants.

The Residential Tenancy Act 2004 has made certain provision for dealing with former tenants of the Local Authority who have purchased their homes under the Tenant Purchase provision. The use of this legislation and its implication for the Local Authority is being investigated by the Allocations Support Section, for inclusion in its procedures for dealing with anti-social behaviour within its administrative area. Following this consideration, and availing of legal advice, a report will issue to the Councillor on the Housing Departments decision in relation to this issue.

Following on from any Tenant Purchase option, the Councils permission must be sought in the following first sell-on of the property. In this event, an anti-social check is carried out in cases where a Tenant Purchaser wishes to get this consent, and the Tenant Purchase Section make every effort to inform all tenant purchasers of this in an effort to combat any anti social behaviour from that household. 

(C/0016/06)
LANGUAGE CLASSES
QUESTION:
Councillor M. Daly  
“To ask the Manager would he be positively disposed to providing language classes in Polish/English and English/Polish for the large Polish community now living within the county?”

REPLY:

The Library Service in South Dublin County provides a range of multicultural services to the new communities who have come to live in the county over the last few years, such as, multicultural library materials for adults and children, free Internet access, Basic English classes and access to information on state and local authority services.

Polish language titles, fiction, non-fiction and children’s books are available in all branch libraries. Demand has been good for this service and expenditure on this service will be increased in 2006. 

The Irish produced and published weekly newspaper for Polish community in Ireland Polska Gazeta is also available in the County Library

Free Basic English Classes are available in the branch libraries in both the mornings and evenings and 20% of the attendees at the morning classes in the County Library, are Polish. The pre-intermediate class held in the County Library is made up of 70% from the Polish community.

The Public Library is often one of the first local government services that new immigrants avail of. The use of free Internet access enables people to keep in touch with their family and friends at home, as well as finding out information on Ireland and their new place of residence. The majority of East Europeans who use this service are Polish.

Some of the contacts that the Library Service has made with the Polish communities have been through the Polish Social and Cultural Association and the Polish parish based in Halston Street.The Polish Embassy. www.gazeta.ie is a Polish website based in Ireland offering information on culture and jobs and www.polskidublin.com is another Polish website giving information on Dublin events, bulletin boards, chat fora etc.

During 2006 the Library Service will continue to provide services and strengthen links with the new communities living in the County. The possibility of providing English classes specifically targeted at the Polish community will be considered.

(C/0017/06)
HOUSING MONIES AVAILABLE FROM DEPT. OF ENVIRONMENT
QUESTION:
Councillor M. Daly   
“To ask the Manager has South Dublin County Council maximised the potential housing monies available from the Dept of Environment?”
REPLY:
The Council’s current Housing Construction Programme was adopted for the period 2004 – 2008.  

The programme involves the construction of 1,927 units in the life of the programme. 

To date this Council has drawn down €54,973,838 in 2004 and €81,130,441 in 2005 and has to date constructed and allocated 221 units in 2004 and 271 units in 2005 and currently has 1,073 units on site, to which the Department has committed the necessary capital expenditure. 

 

It is anticipated that the targets set out in the Multi Annual Construction programme 2004- 2008 will be achieved and that this Council in achieving its targets will maximise the use of capital monies available from the Department. 

 (C/0018/06)
BIODEGRADABLE REFUSE BAGS
QUESTION:
Councillor R. Dowds  
“To ask the Manager if there is a bye-law concerning biodegradable refuse bags for vegetable waste from hotels and, if so, could he outline its contents?”

REPLY:

The Council’s Storage, Presentation and Collection of Waste Bye-Laws do not cover biodegradable refuse bags for vegetable waste from hotels.  

While the Council provides a trade waste collection service for some businesses, it does not collect waste from hotels.  This collection service is provided by the private sector.

It would be unusual to collect vegetables waste from hotels in bags because of the run-off.  It is the usual practice to collect vegetable waste in containers.

(C/0019/06)
DEVELOPMENT LEVIES / COUNTYWIDE  BASIS
QUESTION:
Councillor F. McCarthy  
“To ask the Manager to put in place the appropriate accounting structure to ensure that all Development levies that are receipted in the Council’s Planning Department on a Countywide basis are also recorded in such a way as to enable a breakdown, electoral area by electoral area, to be provided to Councillors?”

REPLY:

Development Contributions are imposed in respect of 4 classes of infrastructure (i.e. Roads, Water & Drainage, Community an Parks) on foot of a statutory Scheme adopted by the Council at it’s meeting on 8th December 2003 and are imposed on all appropriate planning decisions on a countywide basis.

Proposals for expenditure of these levies are considered on a countywide basis having regard to priorities identified by the Council for funding, taking cognisance of the various stages of development of infrastructural projects at the particular time.

It is inappropriate to consider their expenditure in the context of individual electoral or other areas only. Receipts of contributions are not coded on an electoral or district basis. Such coding would not serve any functional or statutory purpose.

(C/0020/06)
30KPH OUTSIDE SCHOOLS

QUESTION:  Councillor F. McCarthy   

“To ask the Manager to provide an update on the current situation pertaining to the implementation of a special 30 kph speed limit outside all schools within the County given that the enabling legislation was enacted by the Oireachtas eleven months ago?”
REPLY:
 

Regulations governing the new metric speed limit system came into force on 20th January last, and provide for the introduction of a special 30 km/h speed limit in areas where there are high volumes of vulnerable users, e.g. in the vicinity of schools. Dept. of Transport Guidelines for the application of special speed limits were subsequently published at end-April. Regulations relating to statutory signage and other requirements for the introduction of special limits were received from the Department in early December.

 

As previously discussed and agreed with the Members, following the initial changeover in January 2005, the Roads & Traffic Department carried out a countywide examination, review and recommended an amended schedule in relation to existing speed limits. This was subject to a lengthy consultation process and was discussed in detail with the Members before and after the required public consultation process. The final report was presented to, and agreed by the Members in November 2005, and arrangements are now being made to undertake the necessary work on site commencing January 2006.

 

As previously discussed and agreed with the Members, the examination and reporting on the provision of special speed limits for schools and other areas was deferred until the review of exiting limits was completed. Accordingly, work on the preparation of a report and recommendations to the Members in relation to the introduction of special speed limits is now underway, though it should be borne in mind that there are in excess of 100 schools in the County, and it will not be possible to give detailed consideration to each if positive action is to be taken within a reasonable time frame. This matter will be addressed in the report to be presented to the Members, together with a recommendation on options for proceeding. It should be noted, however, that the Department has advised that special speed limits should be introduced as a last rather than first resort, and that other traffic calming or shool safety measures should be examined in the first instance.   

 

The Roads & Traffic Department will continue to keep the Members up to date of developments, as has hitherto been the case. 
  

(C/0021/06)
METRO AND LUAS / COUNTY DEVELOPMENT PLAN
QUESTION:
Councillor F. McCarthy
“To ask the Manager to make a statement on what steps are being taken by the Council to ensure that the recently announced plans for Metro and LUAS within the county will be facilitated in relation to the County Development Plan?”

REPLY:

The Council proposes to have discussions as soon as possible with the Department of Transport in relation to the proposals listed in Transport 21 as they affect this County.

It is envisaged that following these discussions consideration can be given to determining the extent and nature of variations that will be necessary to the County Development Plan.

(C/0022/06)
RENEWABLE ENERGY RESOURCES
QUESTION: 
Councillor F. McCarthy   
“To ask the Manager to outline what steps will be taken to enable the Council to obtain their future electricity supplies from renewable energy sources?” 
REPLY:

This matter is currently in hand and a comparative tariff analysis is being undertaken with the alternative suppliers. A report on the outcome of same will be available in the first quarter of 2006. A presentation is being made in mid- January 06 on the energy measures included in the new swimming pools in the context of the 'simply green' design approach being used in the design of all new council buildings and the use of renewables inn this strategy.
(C/0023/06)
COUNCIL EXPENDITURE ON ROADS, QBCs & SAFE ROUTES
QUESTION:
Councillor F. McCarthy
“To ask the Manager to report upon the difference in expenditure by the Council in 2005 on the construction of new roads and that spent on Quality Bus Corridors and the Safe Routes to Schools scheme?”

REPLY:
In the financial year 2005 €31.9m was spent on Road Construction projects including National Routes.  €7.9m was spent on Quality Bus Corridor provisions and €33,000 on Safe Routes to School projects.  

The above monies came from various capital resources whilst the projects undertaken are in accordance with the Council's respective development programmes which have been approved by the Council.    

(C/0024/06)
REVIEW OF COUNCIL’S WATER LEISURE STRATEGY
QUESTION:
Councillor F. McCarthy  
“To ask the Manager to provide an indication as to when the current review of the Council’s Water Leisure Strategy is likely to be concluded given the need for additional swimming facilities within the county as evidenced by the fact that South Dublin languishes close to the bottom of the table with regard to swimming pool use per capita in the service indicators report of the Department of the Environment and Local Government?”

REPLY: 
At the meeting of the Strategic Policy Committee on Sport, Recreation, Community and Parks held on the 16th November 2005 it was agreed to recommend to the Council that the Water Leisure Strategy be reviewed. This recommendation was approved by the Council at its December meeting.

This review is being  carried out in - house and the main approach being adopted  is to assess progress to date on the implementation of the key recommendations for the provision of swimming pools as contained in the original strategy and to consider ways to advance / re-assess remaining key recommendations. Account will also be taken of the review at central government level of the swimming pool programme.

It is anticipated that the Council’s review will be completed in the early part of this year and members will be kept updated on progress.  

(C/0025/06)
BIN TAX ARREARS
QUESTION:
Councillor M. Murphy   
“To ask the Manager how many households have Bin Tax arrears?” 

REPLY:
Approximately 7,900 householders currently have arrears of Environmental Waste Charges.

Of this total amount, 4,280 householders have made partial payments of the charge and the remaining 3,620 householders have made no payment to date.  As payments continue to be received, these numbers are continually being adjusted.

(C/0026/06)
AVERAGE NUMBER OF COLLECTIONS
QUESTION:
Councillor M. Murphy 
“To ask the Manager given that one bin tag equals one collection, what is the average number of bin collections per household in the county per annum?” 

REPLY:

There are approximately 81,410 households in South Dublin County who have been supplied with grey bins, and may avail of the refuse collection service.  Approximately 7,900 householders have outstanding arrears and therefore may not avail of the service, until they clear their account or enter into an agreement to pay off the arrears.

Within this total of 81,410 there are approximately 15,700 householders who qualify for waiver and who therefore receive an annual supply of 26 tags free of charge.

During 2005, the number of tags sold to shops was as follows:

1,344,952 no. €6 tags

74,505 no. €3 tags

Based on the above figures it can be estimated that the average number of collections from eligible households per annum is 25.

(C/0027/06)
AVERAGE AMOUNT OF WASTE PER HOUSEHOLD
QUESTION:
Councillor M. Murphy 
“To ask the Manager what is the average amount of waste (all kinds i.e. Black Bin, Green Bin, Civic Amenity etc) per household, per annum in the Dublin Region?”

REPLY:

In the Dublin Region the average amount of waste (including black bins, green bins and civic amenities etc.) produced per household per annum was 1.21 tonnes in 2003 (see Table 4.2 in the revised Waste Management Plan for the Dublin Region 2005-2010).  

The Environmental Protection Agency is currently compiling the National Waste Database for 2004, which is intended for publication in early 2006.

(C/0028/06)
TOLLS AT M50
QUESTION:
Councillor S. O'Connor   
“To ask the Manager does South Dublin County Council or any of the other three council authorities benefit financially from the tolls paid for using the M50 toll bridge and to ask does this council or any of the other three councils hold shares in N.T.R and what is the percentage?”

REPLY:
This Council or the other three Dublin Authorities do not benefit in any manner from the tolls paid for using the M50 toll bridge.   Fingal County Council receive rate income from the booths as they are deemed commercial structures.

This Council does not own shares in N.T.R. and it is assumed that the other Local Authorities are in a similar situation.

(C/0029/06)
PROPOSED VARIATION OF THE SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL DEVELOPMENT PLAN 2004-2010 - VARIATION NO. 1  GREENOGUE
Mr. T. Doherty, Director of Planning presented the report to the Members:
“Report of County Manager on the Submissions and Observations received in relation to the Proposed Variation of the South Dublin County Council Development Plan 2004 – 2010 –Variation No 1 - Greenogue

Introduction
It is proposed to vary the South Dublin County Council Development Plan 2004 – 2010 in order to facilitate the implementation of the land use zoning at Greenogue, by the development of industrial uses while progressing the improvement of the road pattern in the area.
In the Written Statement of the Development Plan it is proposed to delete the wording of existing Specific Local Objective No. 56 statement as follows –
“ Prior to the commencement of development of the industrial lands at Greenogue, newly-zoned in this Development Plan, the Greenogue Road West, northwards as far as the Newcastle Road shall be completed”
and replace it with a new wording. 
The new wording of Specific Local Objective 56 would read as follows –
“It is an objective of the Council to provide at the earliest possible date, a

new link road between the Peamount Road and Aylmer Road to facilitate the

development of zoned industrial lands and to divert through traffic away from

Newcastle Village Centre”.

County Manager’s Report
The County Manager’s report;

(i) Lists the persons or bodies who made submissions or observations

(ii) Summarises the issues raised by the persons or bodies in the submissions

(iii) Gives the response of the Manager to the issues raised, taking account

of the proper planning and sustainable development of the area, the statutory obligation of the local authority and any relevant policies or objectives for the time being of the Government or of any Minister of the Government
Public Notification
Public notification of Proposed Variation No 1 – Greenogue - of the South Dublin County Council Development Plan 2004-2010 was published on 11th 3 November 2005. Written submissions on the Proposed Variation were invited from interested parties. 
The submission period closed on 9th December 2005.
Three submissions were received raising a number of issues. The submitters were:

· Peamount Hospital Limited, Newcastle, Co. Dublin

· Property Management Branch, Department of Defence

· Newcastle – Lyons & Districts Residents’ Association
Copies of the three submissions are attached as an Appendix to this Report. 
Two other submissions - from An Bord Gais and from Dun Laoghaire Rathdown County Council had no objection to the Proposed Variation – see Appendi.  
A number of bodies acknowledged receipt of notification of the Proposed Variation.

Summary of Submissions and County Manager’s Responses

1. The proposed variation and the new road associated with it running from Greenogue northwards in the vicinity of Peamount Hospital will affect the future development potential of the Peamount Hospital lands. The hospital would like to meet the County Council regarding the various route options for this road.  

Response:

The Proposed Variation consists of a rewording of the existing Specific Local Objective regarding the development of Greenogue Industrial Estate itself. It does not alter or amend the indicative road line northwards from Aylmer Road towards the Celbridge Road shown on the existing Development Plan maps.  Survey work and other investigations including route appraisal and selection for this proposed new road will be the subject of further investigation. These surveys and investigations will include consultations with the land owners in

the vicinity of the route of which Peamount Hospital Ltd is one.
2. The Department of Defence also expresses concerns about the proposed road northwards and the issue of development in and around the vicinity of the aerodrome and impacts on the restricted approach surfaces at the end of the aerodrome runway. The Department proposes an alternative route for the road, which avoids traversing or impacting on the Approach

Surface of Runaway.
Response:

The Proposed Variation consists of a rewording of the existing Specific Local Objective regarding the development of Greenogue Industrial Estate itself. It does not alter or amend the indicative road line northwards from Aylmer Road towards the Celbridge Road shown on the existing Development Plan maps.  Survey work and other investigations including route appraisal and selection for this proposed new road will be the subject of further investigation. These surveys and investigations will include consultations with the landowners in the vicinity of the route. These consultations will also include the Department of Defence in relation to its more specific concerns regarding aviation safety and the security of the aerodrome.
3. Recent decisions to grant planning applications in Greenogue Industrial Estate in contravention of Specific Local Objective (SLO) 56 have preempted a decision to vary SLO 56. The SLO was included to prevent further development until a road to divert traffic from the village of Newcastle - -Lyons was constructed. The objective should retain a clause,

which achieves this original objective.

Response:

On consideration of the SLO as currently worded, it was found that the SLO

would act to prevent the creation of employment and enterprise opportunities

within the business zoning at Greenogue without in any way accelerating the

provision of the proposed new road the subject of the Specific Local Objective

(SLO 56). The proposed re-wording of the SLO will bring forward the development of

enterprise and employment facilities and the development of the new road.
Manager’s Recommendations
Having regard to the above it is recommended that the existing Specific Local Objective No. 56 statement should be deleted from the Development Plan –

 “ Prior to the commencement of development of the industrial lands at Greenogue, newly-zoned in this Development Plan, the Greenogue Road West, northwards as far as the Newcastle Road shall be completed”

and replace it with new Specific Local Objective 56 as follows 
“It is an objective of the Council to provide at the earliest possible date, a new link road between the Peamount Road and Aylmer Road to facilitate the development of zoned industrial lands and to divert through traffic away from Newcastle Village Centre”.

Next Steps

· The proposed variation and the County Manager’s Report shall be considered by the Members.

· Consideration by the Members shall be completed not later than six

· weeks after the submission of the Report to them.

· The Members having considered the Proposed Variation and the Manager’s Report, may by resolution as they consider appropriate, make the Variation with or without modifications, or they may refuse to make it.

· In making a Variation the Members shall be restricted to considering the proper planning and sustainable development of the area to which the Development Plan relates, the statutory obligation of the local authority and any relevant policies or objectives for the time being of the Government or of any Minister of the Government

· A Variation of a Development Plan shall have effect from the date the

Variation is made.

Recommendation
That the Proposed Variation of the South Dublin County Council Development Plan 2004 – 2010 – (Variation No 1 - Greenogue) be adopted.

APPENDIX A

Copies of Submissions on Proposed Variation No. 1 – Greenogue

ISSUES

Peamount Hospital Limited, Newcastle, Co. Dublin
Property Management Branch, Department of Defence
Newcastle – Lyons & Districts Residents’ Association
NO OBJECTION

An Bord Gais

Dun Laoghaire Rathdown County Council”
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors C. Tyndall, F. McCarthy, T. Gilligan and J. Daly.

Mr. T. Doherty responded to the Members queries.

It was proposed by Councillor T. Ridge, seconded by Councillor K. Warren:
“That the Proposed Variation of the South Dublin County Council Development Plan 2004-2010 – (Variation No. 1 – Greenogue) be ADOPTED.”
It was AGREED that a vote would be taken by a show of hands.  The result of the vote was as follows:

FOR:
17 (seventeen)
AGAINST:
2 (two)

It was proposed by Councillor T. Ridge, seconded by Councillor K. Warren and RESOLVED:
“That the Proposed Variation of the South Dublin County Council Development Plan 2004-2010 – (Variation No. 1 – Greenogue) be ADOPTED.”
(C/0030/06)
DECLARATION OF ROADS TO BE PUBLIC ROADS
The report by the Manager which was circulated was CONSIDERED: 
“Statutory Notice has been given in the public press of the Council’s intention to consider the making of a declaration that the roads in the following estates,

(a) PROSPECT MANOR, STOCKING LANE, RATHFARNHAM 
(b) FFORSTER ESTATE, LUCAN

as set out in the Schedules attached, be public roads.

No objections were received. 

It is recommended that the roads be declared to be public roads.
(a) SCHEDULE FOR  PROSPECT MANOR – STOCKING LANE, RATHFARNHAM 

LOCAL ELECTORAL AREA:- TERENURE/RATHFARNHAM

TOWNLAND:  NEWTOWN

ELECTORAL DIVISION:  GLENCULLEN

BC No: 1234

	NAME
	LENGTH

      (m) 
	DESCRIPTIONS

	Prospect Drive
	338
	From its junction with stocking Lane eastwards for 24m southeastwards for 148m, southwards for 99m to its junction with Prospect View, (also including that part from its junction adjacent to No.19, northeastwards for 67m to its junction with Prospect Meadows).



	Prospect Heath
	89
	From its junction with Prospect Drive, northwards for 89m to the end of its turning bay.



	Prospect Grove
	124
	From its junction with Prospect Drive, northeastwards for 45m then northwards for 79 m to its junction with Prospect Avenue.



	Prospect Avenue


	317
	From its junction with Prospect Grove westwards for 25m, also from that junction eastwards for 171m also from its junction opposite No. 55, southwards for 121m to the end of its turning bay.



	Prospect Meadows


	257
	From its junction with Prospect Avenue southwards for 106m southeastwards for 60m, then southwards for 91m, to the end of its turning bay.  



	Prospect View
	387
	From its junction with Prospect Drive westwards for 101m to its junction with that part northwards for 35m also southwards for 100m to the end of its turning bay.  Also including that part from its junction with Prospect Drive, eastwards for 65m southeastwards for 20m southwards for 66m to its junction with Prospect Glen/Heights.

	Prospect Glen
	147
	From its junction with Prospect View/Heights southwards for 32m, southeastwards for 57m then southwestwards for 58m to its junction with Prospect Court.



	Prospect Court
	130
	From its junction with Prospect Glen, southeastwards for 23m, also from that junction northwestwards for 107m to the end of its turning bay.

	Prospect Heights
	198
	From its junction with Prospect Glen westwards for 126m southwards for 19m, eastwards for 46m, then northwards for 7m to its junction opposite No. 22 & 24.

	Footpath “A”
	14
	From its junction with Prospect Heath northwestwards for 14m to its junction with Stocking Lane

	Footpath “B”
	37
	From its junction with Prospect Meadows southwards for 37m to its junction with Prospect View.


(b) SCHEDULE FOR  FFORSTER ESTATE, LUCAN

LOCAL ELECTORAL AREA:- LUCAN

TOWNLAND:  BALLYOWEN

ELECTORAL DIVISION:  LUCAN

BC No: 1303

	NAME
	LENGTH

      (m) 
	DESCRIPTIONS

	Fforster Walk
	171
	From its junction with Castle Road northeastwards for 26m to meet that part, northwestwards for 34m to its junction with Fforster Court, also southeastwards for 96m to its junction with Fforster Park, also including that part, from its junction, adjacent to No. 6 southwestwards for 15m to the end of its turning bay.



	Fforster Park
	304
	From its junction with Fforster walk, northeastwards for 80m, northwards for 121m, then westwards for 103m to the end of its turning bay.



	Fforster Court
	124
	From its junction with Fforster Walk, southwards for 25m to the end of its turning bay, also from that junction, northwards for 99m to the end of its turning bay.



	Fforster Close
	112
	From its junction with Fforster Park, westwards for 70m then northwards for  42m to the end of its turning bay.

	Fforster Lawn
	549
	From its junction with Willsbrook Road, southeastwards for 23m then southwestwards for 118m, southwards for 15m, then southwestwards for 17m to the end of its turning bay, also including that part, from its junction adjacent to No. 4, Fforestyer Lawn, southeastwards for 75m to its junction with that part, opposite No. 18, southwestwards for 30m to the end of its turning bay, also from that junction, northeastwards for 149m eastwards for 98m then northeastwards for 24m to the end of its turning bay.



	Fforster Grove
	179
	From its junction with Willsbrook Road southeastwards for 70m southwards for 35m then eastwards for 74m to its junction with Fforster Drive.

	Fforster Drive
	227
	From its junction with Fforster Grove, northwards for 34m to a point in line with the northern boundary of No. 2 Fforster Drive, also from that junction, southwards for 45m then southeastwards for 148m to meet Fforster Green at a point, adjacent to 31, Fforster Drive.

	Fforster Way
	72
	From its junction with Fforster Drive northwards for 34m, eastwards for 12m then southwards for 26m to its junction opposite No. 17 Fforster Way.

	Fforster Green
	199
	From its junction with Fforster Drive, adjacent to No. 31, northeastwards for 134m, westwards for 65m to its junction with Fforster Row.

	Fforster Row
	76
	From its junction with Fforster Green southwards for 29m, westwards for 14m, northwards for 22m then northwestwards for 11m.

	Footpath ‘A’
	226
	From its junction with Fforster walk northwestwards for 226m.

	Footpath ‘B’
	162
	From its junction with Fforster Walk southeastwards for 152m then eastwards for 10m.


It was proposed by Councillor T. Ridge , seconded by Councillor K. Warren and AGREED:

“That the roads referred to in the schedules of the report be and are hereby declared to be public roads.”

(C/0031/06)
PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF AFFORDABLE HOUSING UNITS (33)
Ms. P. Poole, Director of Housing presented the report:
“Under Section 94 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 (as amended) South Dublin County Council prepared a Housing Strategy.  One of the key purposes of the strategy is to identify the overall need for affordable housing in the area of the County Development Plan and to ensure that South Dublin County Council provides for the development of affordable housing.  To date, the Council has been successful in acquiring affordable housing units for eligible applicants through:-

(a) Part V of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended)

(b) The development of public private partnerships/joint ventures.

(c) The Integrated Area Plans in tax designated areas.

33 properties are now complete

Public Private Partnership                                  4

Part V Affordable Properties                              27

Integrated Area Plan                                          2
Total                                                               33

and in order to comply with the requirements of Section 211 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 (as amended) and Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001it is now proposed that the Council dispose of 33 of these properties to eligible applicants (schedule available at the meeting) in accordance with the affordable housing scheme as adopted by the Council in April 2003. It is also proposed to amend resolutions minute no’s c/00586/05 dated 12/09/2005 and c/00655/05 dated 10/10/2005. (schedule available at meeting) 

The consent of the Council is sought for the disposal of these properties to eligible applicants.

Joe Horan

County Manager”
The report was NOTED.

(C/0032/06)
GRANTING OF APARTMENT LEASE TO THE LAW AGENT IN RESPECT OF APARTMENT BEING DISPOSED OF BY THE COUNCIL THROUGH SHARED OWNERSHIP.
The report by the Manager which was circulated was CONSIDERED:

“The Council holds the Freehold in the relevant lands at Foxford Court which comprises 52 Apartments and will grant 500 year Leases to the Purchasers and the reversionary interest will be disposed of on the sale of the last unit to the Management Company. The Council cannot grant to itself, or to itself together with another person, a 500 year Lease. Counsel’s advise was sought and Paul Coughlan, B.L. has advised that the Council’s difficulty can be overcome through the Council granting a 500 year Apartment Lease to a person who would hold it in trust for the Council and then, shortly thereafter assign it to the Council with an express declaration of non merger.

It is envisaged that some of the Apartments will be sold to purchasers who will acquire them under shared ownership leases (as defined in the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1992) for terms of 99 years (hereinafter referred to as “Shared Ownership leases”).  In the interests of securing the harmonious operation of  the Scheme the Council is desirous of ensuring that in respect of an Apartment acquired  by means of a Shared Ownership lease the said Shared Ownership Lease is granted by the Council as a sub-lease derived from an Apartment Lease so that in the event of the lessee under the Shared Ownership Lease electing to purchase the Council’s reversion on the said Shared Ownership Lease the said lessee will acquire the residue of the term created by an Apartment lease but not the fee simple estate in the Apartment.

It is recommended that in order to secure the effective creation of Apartment Leases in respect of Apartments that are to be disposed of by the Council through Shared Ownership Leases, the Law Agent advises that the Council grant Apartment Leases of the Shared Ownership Apartments to the Law Agent who will hold the Apartment Leases of the Shared Ownership Apartments in trust on behalf of the Council.

In order to comply with the requirements of Section 211 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 (as amended) and Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 it is now proposed that the Council dispose of the apartment leases to the Law Agent who will hold them in trust on behalf of the Council for all apartments in Foxford Court sold by way of a Shared Ownership lease.

The consent of the Council is sought for the disposal of apartment leases to the Law Agent who will hold them in trust on behalf of the Council.

_____________

Joe Horan                                  




County Manager”
The report was NOTED.

(C/0033/06)
PROPOSED VARIATION IN TERMS OF ASSIGNMENT OF LEASEHOLD INTEREST IN UNIT 3, WESTWARD HOUSE, 8 MAIN STREET, CLONDALKIN, DUBLIN 22. 
The report by the Manager which was circulated was CONSIDERED:

“The Council at its meeting held on 10th October, 2005 noted a report in relation to the assignment of the Council's Leasehold interest in Unit 3, Westward House, 8 Main Street, Clondalkin, Dublin 22 to Gabriel Dooley.  

The solicitor acting for the proposed assignee has now indicated that the assignment is to be in the joint names of Gabriel Dooley and Ray Cooke. 

I recommend, in accordance with Section 211 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 that the Council vary condition no. 1 of the original terms of the disposal as follows:- 

	Original Term 
	Proposed Term 

	That the Council shall assign the leasehold interest in the subject property to Gabriel Dooley, Sunnyside House, Delganey, Co. Wicklow on 15th October, 2005 or alternative date in agreement between South Dublin County Council, Gabriel Dooley and Campbell Securities Ltd ( the Council's landlord). 
	That the Council shall assign the leasehold interest in the subject property to Gabriel Dooley and Ray Cooke, c/o Sunnyside House, Delganey, Co. Wicklow on 15th October, 2005 or alternative date in agreement between South Dublin County Council, Gabriel Dooley, Ray Cooke and Campbell Securities Ltd ( the Council's landlord).


The terms of the disposal as reported to the Members otherwise to remain unchanged. 

J. Horan  

County Manager.”
The report was NOTED.

(C/0034/06)
PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF 149 DESIGNATED VOLUNTARY HOUSING UNITS AT DEERPARK, KILTIPPER TO CIRCLE VOLUNTARY HOUSING ASSOCIATION.  
The report by the Manager which was circulated was CONSIDERED:

“South Dublin County Council at its meetings held on the 11th June 2001 and 10th May 2004 noted the proposal to dispose of a site comprising 22 acres or thereabouts at Killinarden, Tallaght, otherwise known as Deerpark, to Durkan New Homes or their nominated purchaser in exchange for (a) the transfer by them of 121 acres of lands at Kiltipper to facilitate the development of the Dodder Valley Linear Park, (b) the construction by them of the new distributor road between Firhouse Road West and the Ellensborough development at Kiltipper Road and (c) the delivery by them of up to 75% of the housing  units to be developed on the Killinarden lands to the Council at affordable prices.

The Council holds the Freehold to Lands comprised in Folio 7137 and Durkan New Homes hold the Freehold to lands comprised in Folio 156865F and 130604F, being part of the lands at Deerpark comprising a development of 591 residential units plus an Eco House and crèche facilities. The mixed development of 591 houses, apartments, duplex apartments, terraced houses and town houses is comprised of 203 Private, 120 Affordable, 149 Voluntary and 119 Social Units.  The construction of the units is the subject of a Licence Agreement 13th December 2004 between South Dublin Council and Durkan New Homes.  

The Council wishes to transfer ownership of the 149 designated voluntary housing units to Circle Housing Association and the Council’s Law Agent has advised that a further resolution of the members is required.  The Council at its meeting held on 13th September 2004 approved the application for a loan in the sum of €25,734,612.00 to Circle Voluntary Housing Association in accordance with the requirements of Section 6 of the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act, 1992 for the purchase of the 149 units.  The Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government by letter dated 2nd August 2004 approved a loan of €25,734,612.00 for the project.

The consent of the Council is sought to the disposal of 149 designated voluntary housing units at Deerpark, Kiltipper to Circle Voluntary Housing Association as set out on the attached schedule subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act 2001 and in accordance with Section 211 of the Planning & Development Act 2000.

________________

Joe Horan 

County Manager”
The report was NOTED.

(C/0035/06) 
SMALL BUILDERS SCHEME - PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF FEE SIMPLE INTEREST AT 180 BALROTHERY ESTATE TALLAGHT, DUBLIN 24.
The report by the Manager which was circulated was CONSIDERED:

“It is proposed in accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No. 2) Act, 1978 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 to dispose of the fee simple interest in the site listed hereunder to Mrs. Alice O’ Reilly to whom the site has been leased under the terms of the Council’s Small Builders Scheme. Mrs. Alice O’ Reilly has applied in accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No. 2) Act, 1978 to acquire the fee simple interest in the property.  The Ground Rent payable is €19.04 per annum.
	Site No.


	Lessee
	Date of Lease
	Land Acquired From
	Purchase Price

	180 Balrothery 

Estate, Tallaght,

Dublin 24.

_______________
	Mrs. Alice O’ Reilly


	09/07/1974
	Siobhan O’ Dea
	€480


J. Horan, 

County Manager”
The report was NOTED.

(C/0036/06)
SMALL BUILDERS SCHEME - PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF FEE SIMPLE INTEREST AT 102 ALPINE HEIGHTS, CLONDALKIN, DUBLIN 22.
The report by the Manager which was circulated was CONSIDERED:

“It is proposed in accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No. 2) Act, 1978 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 to dispose of the fee simple interest in the site listed hereunder to Ms. Grainne Lally to whom the site has been leased under the terms of the Council’s Small Builders Scheme. Ms. Grainne Lally has applied in accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No. 2) Act, 1978 to acquire the fee simple interest in the property.  The Ground Rent payable is €19.04 per annum.

	Site No.


	Lessee
	Date of Lease
	Land Acquired From
	Purchase Price

	102 Alpine Heights

Clondalkin

Dublin 22.


	Ms. Grainne Lally


	14/05/1976
	Edward O’ Dowd
	€450


_____________________
J. Horan,
County Manager”
The report was NOTED.

(C/0037/06)
REPORT ON PUBLIC NOTIFICATION PROCEDURE UNDER PART 8 OF THE PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS 2001- 2003 FOR THE PROPOSED CONSTRUCTION OF  SEVEN NO. GROUP HOUSES AND ALL NECESSARY ASSOCIATED ANCILLARY WORKS TO ACCOMMODATE MEMBERS OF THE TRAVELLING COMMUNITY ON A SITE AT TAY LANE, RATHCOOLE, CO. DUBLIN.
The report by the Manager which was circulated was CONSIDERED:

“ Statutory public notice in accordance with the requirements of Part 8 of the Planning and Development Regulations, 2001 – 2003, was published in respect of the above development in the Irish Independent on 4th November  2005.  A similar notice also appeared in the edition of the The Echo circulating in the area.  A site notice was also affixed on the land as required.  Detailed drawings, plans and elevations of the proposal were available for public inspection between the 4th of November 2005 and the 2nd  of December 2005 inclusive at County Hall, Tallaght and Clondalkin Civic Centre. The closing date for receipt of submissions or observations with respect to the proposed development, dealing with the proper planning and sustainable development of the area in which the development is proposed to be located was 17.00 hrs on 16th December 2005.

Nineteen submissions in respect of the proposed development were received during the statutory period.  These submissions were from:

· Tay Lane Residents Action Group, Tay Lane, Rathcoole, Co. Dublin;

· Erik & Mary Von Son, College Lands, Rathcoole, Co. Dublin;

· Elizabeth O’Brien, College Lands, Rathcoole,  Co. Dublin;

· Leavy Family, Newcastle Road, Rathcoole, Co. Dublin;

· Anne & Paul O’Brien, College Lands, Rathcoole, Co. Dublin;

· C. Harte, Tay Lane, Rathcoole, Co. Dublin;

· Michael & Ann Dervan, Newcastle Road, Rathcoole, Co. Dublin;

· Harry Farrell & Sons, Rathcoole, Co. Dublin;

· Niall & Patricia Madden, Red Lodge, Rathcoole, Co. Dublin;

· Thomas and Anne Taaffe, Red Lodge, Rathcoole, Co. Dublin;

· Andrew Kilgallon, Rathcoole, Co. Dublin;

· Eve Kilgallon, Rathcoole, Co. Dublin;

· James Kilgallon, Rathcoole, Co. Dublin;

· Rachael Kilgallon, Rathcoole, Co. Dublin;

· John Gargan, Rathcreedon, Rathcoole, Co. Dublin;

· Kennedy Family, Tay Lane, Rathcoole. Co. Dublin;

· Spillane Family, Greenogue, Rathcoole, Do Dublin;

· Thomas Kilgallon & Family, Newcastle Road, Rathcoole, Co. Dublin;

· Annie Timmins, Rathcoole,  Co. Dublin.

This project is being developed in partnership with Clúid Voluntary Housing Association who, have extensive experience in the provision of voluntary housing through the Country.

The issues raised in the submissions can be summarised as follows:

Site Suitability/Zoning

The site at Tay Lane is considered to be suitable for the provision of Traveller specific accommodation and the proposal has received the required certification from the Roads, Environmental Services and Planning Departments of the Council. 

The area in which the site is located is zoned B in the County Development Plan 2004 – 2010. This objective is to protect and improve rural amenity and to provide for the development of agriculture. Group housing is one of the categories of development which is permitted under this zoning and accordingly the proposal is in keeping with the County Development Plan.  

The Garda Crime Prevention Design Advisor has been consulted with regard to this proposal.

Planning and Development Regulations 2001-2003

The Part 8 Public Consultation process in the case of this proposal is in compliance with the above regulations.

Road Safety Issues

It is not considered that the provision of seven units of accommodation will give rise to additional unacceptable levels of increased traffic in the area. The development will comply in full with the requirements specified by the Roads and Traffic Department of the Council. 

Drainage Facilities

A number of queries were raised on the possibility of existing local residents connecting to the sewer which will serve the Traveller development. Previous restrictions on the sewer network have now been mitigated as a result of the connection of Rathcoole and Newcastle systems to the main Dublin network. Any existing individual households who wish to connect to the system should apply to the Council and the possibility of extending existing network to facilitate such connection will be examined.  

Proximity to existing horse training establishment

Concern was expressed in a number of submissions that the proposed development would have an adverse effect on the horse training business and that the proximity of the proposed group houses lands would result in danger to children from the group houses and to the horses. The precise details of the boundary treatment to be constructed as part of the development of the group houses was discussed in detail with representatives of the local residents and the adjoining landowners prior to the commencement of the statutory process. The boundary treatment when constructed will create a secure and robust boundary to the proposed development.  

However, notwithstanding the extensive and robust nature of the proposed boundary treatments it is further proposed to set back the boundary treatment from the eastern boundary of the site to cerate “buffer zone” along this boundary.  In this regard it will be necessary to move house no. 7 in a southerly direction to a position in line with the head of the cul-de-sac and to re-orientate this dwelling by 90 degrees.  This will enable the eastern boundary to be moved westwards to create the buffer zone.  Details of these changes are shown on the revised layout attached to this report. 

Undeveloped land to front of site

While there are no current plans for this area, no decision has been taken in respect of the future use of the area of land in question. The area will be maintained by the Council to an acceptable standard in keeping with the character of the surrounding area.  No development will be proposed for this area at any time in the future without prior consultation with the elected members, existing local residents and the residents of the proposed development.    

Consultation with residents of the area

The provision of Traveller-specific accommodation at this location is an integral part of the Traveller Accommodation Programme 2005 – 2008 which was unanimously adopted by South Dublin County Council on 9th of May 2005.  The adoption of this programme was preceded by an extensive public consultation process.

The Council has complied with the statutory requirements for notification to the public of the proposed development.  In addition the matter has been discussed at meetings of the Lucan Clondalkin Area Committee and a number of meetings have been held with residents of the locality to discuss the matter. In addition the Mayor and County Manager have visited the site and the adjoining lands to examine the proposal in detail.  As previously indicated this consultation process outside of the Council’s statutory requirement will continue and any matters of concern raised by local residents will be fully considered.  

Number of other Traveller specific developments in the area
The Council’s adopted Traveller Accommodation Plan includes, as part of the network of developments to be provided throughout the County, specific provision for the construction of this site.  The Plan provides a fair and equitable framework for the provision of Traveller-specific accommodation throughout the developable area of the County. The Plan also provides an open and transparent framework for the provision of Traveller-specific accommodation throughout the County.

It should be noted that the provision of this development will enable the Council to exercise its powers in relation to unauthorised developments located within a radial mile of this location.

Devaluation of local property prices

One submission states that property prices could be devalued by up to 30% “as confirmed by local auctioneers/estate agents.”  No corroborating evidence to the effect was supplied with the submission. The Council’s Valuer has indicated that where Traveller developments are provided to a modern design, are small in scale and are well managed there is no evidence that devaluation of adjoining property occurs.  

Cost of development

A detailed cost plan of the proposal will be submitted to the Department of Environment, Heritage and Local Government for approval. All funding for this project will be provided by the Department of Environment, Heritage and Local Government. It is the Council’s obligation to ensure that value for money is achieved in all its projects.
Presence of caravans
The use of caravans for human habitation is not permitted in any housing development. The Planning and Development Regulations govern the storage of caravans. Any breaches of these regulations will be subject of enforcement proceedings by the Council’s Planning Department. 

In order to meet the annualised target of commencing construction of this scheme in 2006 as set out in the adopted Traveller Accommodation Programme 2005 – 2008, it is essential that early approval of this proposal is received.

Following detailed appraisal and evaluation it is considered that the proposed development, as amended in the foregoing report, is consistent with the proper planning and sustainable development of the area, having regard to the provisions of the County Development Plan and it is proposed to proceed with the planned development as modified.”
Ms. P. Poole, Director of Housing presented the report.

A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors C. Tyndall, T. Gilligan, 
J. Daly, F. McCarthy, R. Dowds, S. Laing and T. Ridge.

Mr. Joe Horan, County Manager responded to the Members queries.

The report was NOTED.
(C/0038/06)
APPROVAL OF REGISTRATION OF CHARGE BY THE MINISTER FOR ARTS, SPORT AND TOURISM IN RESPECT OF PREMISES AT BALLYOWEN PARK, LUCAN - LAND LEASED BY SOUTH DUBLIN FOOTBALL LEAGUE.
The report by the Manager which was circulated was CONSIDERED:

“The Council at its meeting on 13th September 05 approved the grant of a 99-year lease in respect of a site comprising 2032 sq. metres at Ballyowen Park, Lucan to South Dublin Football League. The lease is subject to certain terms and conditions.

The terms and conditions also provided that the Club shall not sell, assign, sub-let, sub-divide, alienate or part with the possession of the subject property without the prior consent of the Council. 

South Dublin Football League has been successful in obtaining approval for Sports Capital Grants from the Department of Arts, Sport and Tourism in the sum of €567,435.00.

The Department of Arts Sport and Tourism requires that the Club obtain the written consent of the Council, as landlord, in order to charge the Sports Capital Grant against their leasehold interest in the property.  

The Department of Arts, Sport and Tourism also requires the Council to enter into an agreement, undertaking that in the event of the Club ceasing to continue to use the lands for sporting and recreational purposes and the Council, recovering possession of the lands,  having exercised its right to forfeiture under the Lease, to ensure the lands are used for sporting and recreational purposes, or alternatively, repay to the Minister the amount of the grant then owing or such sum as the Minister may demand, whichever is the lesser amount.

The Council’s agreement is necessary to enable South Dublin Football League to draw down the funding from the Department.

Section 66 of the Local Government Act, 2001 provides that the Council may approve the granting of any financial assistance whether by grants, loans, guarantees or other financial aid, and such approval to be by way of resolution of the Council.

Accordingly I recommend that the Council consents to the registration of a charge in favour of the Minister for Arts, Sport and Tourism by South Dublin Football League against their leasehold interest in respect of the site comprising 2032 sq. metres (as shown on Drawing No. PLS1139-12) at Ballyowen Park, Lucan the subject of a Lease between the Council and the Club.  

I also recommend that subject to the provisions of Section 66 of the Local Government Act, 2001 the Council enter into a Deed of Agreement with the Minister for Arts, Sports and Tourism in respect of the same site.


__________________
J. Horan

County Manager”
It was proposed by Councillor T. Ridge, seconded by Councillor Dowds and AGREED:
“That the Council consents to the registration of a charge in favour of the Minister for Arts, Sport and Tourism by South Dublin Football League against their leasehold interest in respect of the site comprising 2032 sq. metres (as shown on Drawing No. PLS1139-12) at Ballyowen Park, Lucan the subject of a Lease between the Council and the Club and that subject to the provisions of Section 66 of the Local Government Act, 2001 the Council enters into a Deed of Agreement with the Minister for Arts, Sports and Tourism in respect of the same site.”
(C/0039/06)
APPROVAL TO REGISTRATION OF CHARGE BY THE MINISTER FOR ARTS, SPORT AND TOURISM IN RESPECT OF PREMISES AT BANCROFT PARK, GREENHILLS ROAD, TALLAGHT, DUBLIN 24 - PREMISES TO BE MANAGED BY TALLAGHT ATHLETIC CLUB.
The report by the Manager which was circulated was CONSIDERED:

“The Council at its meeting held on 14/4/2003 noted the granting of a lease of a site adjacent to the athletics track at Bancroft Park, Tallaght to E. P. Mooney & Co. Ltd., for the provision of a leisure centre. Manager’s Order No. LA/48/2003 refers. The terms for the lease of the site to E P Mooney & Co. Ltd. included a requirement on the Lessee to provide two buildings on Council land adjoining the proposed leisure centre for handover to the Council and which were for use as a Clubhouse for Tallaght Athletic Club and a changing room facility for St. Maelruan’s F.C..  The facilities were grouped in a complex type arrangement as it is considered that the various uses are complementary to each other.  Tallaght Athletic Club had previously been approved by the Department of Arts, Sport and Tourism for a grant towards the cost of providing the Clubhouse itself, with the site at Bancroft Park being allocated by the Council.  However, as the Council subsequently procured the construction of the building, the Department of Arts, Sport and Tourism agreed to recoup the Grant directly to the Council subject to compliance with certain requirements.  The Council proposes to grant a Management Licence to Tallaght Athletics Club to manage the day to day operation of the premises.

A condition of the payment of the grant monies requires the Council as owner of the premises to enter into a Grant Agreement and a Deed of Covenant and Charge with the Minister for Arts, Sport and Tourism to continue to use the facility for community/sporting  purposes and in the event of it failing to do so, to repay all or part of the grant. This Deed of Covenant and Charge is to be registered as a burden against the Council’s title to enable the draw down of grant monies in the sum of €253,948. 

In accordance with Section 66 of the Local Government Act, 2001 the Council may approve the granting of any ‘financial assistance whether by grants, loans, guarantees or other financial aid, lands or other structures etc’ for matters of this nature, such approval to be by way of resolution of the Council. The above definition would include accepting a charge against Council property in respect of funds provided by other parties for facilities constructed thereon.

Accordingly it is recommended that the Council adopt the following resolution:

“That subject to the provisions of Section 66 of the Local Government Act, 2001, this Council enters into a  Deed of Covenant and Charge with the Minister for Arts, Sport and Tourism to continue the use of the facility, comprising of an athletics club pavilion at Bancroft Park, Greenhills Road, Tallaght, Dublin 24 (as outlined in red on attached Indicative Drawing No. LD 1102) for community/sporting purposes for a specified period of up to thirty five years and in the event of it failing to do so, to repay all or part of the grant on a reducing scale. This Deed of Covenant and Charge to be registered as a burden against the Council’s title. “

It was proposed by Councillor T. Ridge, seconded by Councillor M. Corr and AGREED:
“That subject to the provisions of Section 66 of the Local Government Act, 2001, this Council enters into a Deed of Covenant and Charge with the Minister for Arts, Sport and Tourism to continue the use of the facility, comprising of an athletics club pavilion at Bancroft Park, Greenhills Road, Tallaght, Dublin 24 (as outlined in red on attached Indicative Drawing No. LD 1102) for community/sporting purposes for a specified period of up to thirty five years and in the event of it failing to do so, to repay all or part of the grant on a reducing scale. This Deed of Covenant and Charge to be registered as a burden against the Council’s title.”
(C/0040/06)
HEALTH ACT  2005 (REGIONAL HEALTH FORUMS) REG. 2005 - NOMINATION OF SEVEN (7) MEMBERS TO DUBLIN/MID LEINSTER REGIONAL HEALTH FORUM
The report by the Manager which was circulated was CONSIDERED:

The Tánaiste and Minister for Health & Children signed the  Health Act 2004 (Regional Health Forums) Regulations 2005 on 15th December 2005. These Regulations provide for the establishment of 4 no. Regional Health Forums with effect from 1st January 2006.

The function of a Regional Health Forum as set out in Section 42 (2) of the Health Act 2004  is basically to make such representations to the Executive at the Forum considers appropriate on the range and operation of health and personal social services provided.

The membership of each Forum will be made up of nominees from City and County Councils within its functional area. Under the regulations the Dublin – Mid Leinster Forum will consist of 40 no. nominees as follows:

	Council
	No. of Nominees

	Dublin City Council (Ballyfermot, Crumlin-Kimmage, Pembroke, Rathmines, South-East Inner City and South West Inner City electoral areas.)
	6

	Dun Laoghaire Rathdown County Council
	6

	Kildare County Council
	5

	Laois County Council
	3

	Longford County Council
	3

	Offaly County Council
	3

	South Dublin County Council
	7

	Westmeath County Council
	3

	Wicklow County Council
	4

	Total
	40


In accordance with Section 42 (3) (a) of the Health Act, 2004 the first appointment of members to each Regional Health Forum should take place at the first meeting of the County Council after the date of the establishment of the Regional Health Forums. 
The Council is, therefore, required to nominate 7 no. Members for appointment to the Dublin – Mid Leinster Regional Health Forum, at today’s meeting.”
It was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney, seconded by Councillor A. White that the grouping option for selection of members be dispensed with and that nominations be made individually. 
Nine nominations were made to the Chair in the following order:

Nomination of Councillor A. White was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney and seconded by Councillor C. Jones.

Nomination of Councillor T. Ridge was proposed by Councillor S. Laing and seconded by Councillor K. Warren.

Nomination of Councillor F. McCarthy was proposed by Councillor T. McDermott and seconded by Councillor E. Tuffy.

Nomination of Councillor R. Dowds was proposed by Councillor A. White and seconded by Councillor M. Corr.

Nomination of Councillor D. Keating was proposed by Councillor G. O’Connell and seconded by Councillor J. Neville.

Nomination of Councillor J. Neville was proposed by Councillor J. Hannon and seconded by Councillor J. Lahart.

Nomination of Councillor J. Daly was proposed by Councillor J. Hannon and seconded by Councillor J. Lahart.

Nomination of Councillor C. Keane was proposed by Councillor C. Tyndall and seconded by Councillor J. Neville.

Nomination of Councillor C. King was proposed by Councillor S. O’Connor and seconded by Councillor J. Neville.

Councillor C. Tyndall then proposed that the grouping system be used for one nominee, namely Councillor C. Keane.  However, as 9 no. individual nominations had already been received from the floor it was now necessary to vote on these individually.  Councillor C. Tyndall then called for a roll call vote.

The result of the roll call vote was as follows:

Councillor A. White

FOR: 19 (nineteen) 

AGAINST: 4 (four)

The following Councillors voted FOR:

Councillors M. Ardagh, M. Corr, R. Dowds, T. Gilligan, C. Jones, D. Keating, J. Lahart, S. Laing, E. Maloney, F. McCarthy, T. McDermott, M. Murphy, J. Neville, G. O’Connell, T. Ridge, E. Tuffy, E. Walsh, K. Warren and A. White.

The following Councillors voted AGAINST:

Councillors J. Daly, C. King, S. O’Connor and C. Tyndall.

Councillor T. Ridge

FOR: 21 (twenty-one) 

AGAINST: 3 (three)

The following Councillors voted FOR:

Councillors M. Ardagh, M. Corr, J. Daly, R. Dowds, T. Gilligan, J. Hannon, C. Jones, D. Keating, J. Lahart, S. Laing, E. Maloney, F. McCarthy, T. McDermott, M. Murphy, J. Neville, G. O’Connell, T. Ridge, E. Tuffy, E. Walsh, K. Warren and A. White.

The following Councillors voted AGAINST:

Councillors C. King, S. O’Connor and C. Tyndall.

Councillor F. McCarthy
FOR: 21 (twenty-one) 

AGAINST: 3 (three)

The following Councillors voted FOR:

Councillors M. Ardagh, M. Corr, J. Daly, R. Dowds, T. Gilligan, J. Hannon, C. Jones, D. Keating, J. Lahart, S. Laing, E. Maloney, F. McCarthy, T. McDermott, M. Murphy, J. Neville, G. O’Connell, T. Ridge, E. Tuffy, E. Walsh, K. Warren and A. White.

The following Councillors voted AGAINST:

Councillors C. King, S. O’Connor and C. Tyndall.

Councillor R. Dowds
FOR: 21 (twenty-one) 

AGAINST: 3 (three)

The following Councillors voted FOR:

Councillors M. Ardagh, M. Corr, J. Daly, R. Dowds, T. Gilligan, J. Hannon, C. Jones, D. Keating, J. Lahart, S. Laing, E. Maloney, F. McCarthy, T. McDermott, M. Murphy, J. Neville, G. O’Connell, T. Ridge, E. Tuffy, E. Walsh, K. Warren and A. White.

The following Councillors voted AGAINST:

Councillors C. King, S. O’Connor and C. Tyndall.

Councillor D. Keating
FOR: 21 (twenty-one) 

AGAINST: 3 (three)

The following Councillors voted FOR:

Councillors M. Ardagh, M. Corr, J. Daly, R. Dowds, T. Gilligan, J. Hannon, C. Jones, D. Keating, J. Lahart, S. Laing, E. Maloney, F. McCarthy, T. McDermott, M. Murphy, J. Neville, G. O’Connell, T. Ridge, E. Tuffy, E. Walsh, K. Warren and A. White.

The following Councillors voted AGAINST:

Councillors C. King, S. O’Connor and C. Tyndall.

Councillor J. Neville

FOR: 21 (twenty-one) 

AGAINST: 3 (three)

The following Councillors voted FOR:

Councillors M. Ardagh, M. Corr, J. Daly, R. Dowds, T. Gilligan, J. Hannon, C. Jones, D. Keating, J. Lahart, S. Laing, E. Maloney, F. McCarthy, T. McDermott, M. Murphy, J. Neville, G. O’Connell, T. Ridge, E. Tuffy, E. Walsh, K. Warren and A. White.

The following Councillors voted AGAINST:

Councillors C. King, S. O’Connor and C. Tyndall.

Councillor J. Daly

FOR: 21 (twenty-one) 

AGAINST: 3 (three)

The following Councillors voted FOR:

Councillors M. Ardagh, M. Corr, J. Daly, R. Dowds, T. Gilligan, J. Hannon, C. Jones, D. Keating, J. Lahart, S. Laing, E. Maloney, F. McCarthy, T. McDermott, M. Murphy, J. Neville, G. O’Connell, T. Ridge, E. Tuffy, E. Walsh, K. Warren and A. White.

The following Councillors voted AGAINST:

Councillors C. King, S. O’Connor and C. Tyndall.

As the seven vacancies had now been filled the Mayor indicated that there was no requirement to consider any further nominations.
It was AGREED that the following Councillors be the South Dublin County Council representatives on the Dublin Mid-Leinster Regional Health Forum: 
Councillors A. White, T. Ridge, F. McCarthy, R. Dowds, D. Keating, J. Neville and J. Daly.

(C/0041/06)
REPORT ON COMPLETION OF STADIUM – TALLAGHT
It was AGREED that this item be deferred to the February Council Meeting.

CORRESPONDENCE

Ministerial
(C/0042/06)
Letter, dated 16th December 2005 from the Department of Health and Children regarding the establishment of Regional Health Forums under the Health Act 2004 (Regional Health Forums) Reg. 2005.

The above letter was NOTED.

Other
(C/0043/06)
Letter dated, 2nd December 2005 from the Food Safety Authority of Ireland in reply to motion passed at South Dublin County Council's meeting of 14th November regarding a declaration of 'GM Free Zone'. 

The above letter was NOTED.

(C/0044/06)
Letter, dated 7th December 2005 from the National Roads Authority in reply to motions passed by South Dublin County Council at its meeting held on 10th October regarding the Toll Bridge. 

The above letter was NOTED.

(C/0045/06)
Letter, dated 7th December 2005 from the EPA in reply to motion passed by South Dublin County Council at its meeting held on 14th November regarding an emergency action plan to avert green waste crisis. 

The above letter was NOTED.

(C/0046/06)
Letter, dated 12th December 2005 from Galway County Council regarding motion passed calling on the Minister for the Environment, Heritage & Local Government to amend the Waste Management Act to allow competitive tendering of household waste collection service. 

The above letter was NOTED.

(C/0047/06)
MAYOR'S BUSINESS

BUS LANES

It was proposed by Councillor T. Ridge, seconded by Councillor E. Tuffy:

“That in the absence of the promised buses this Council approves the limited use of empty bus lanes for ordinary car drivers at peak hour traffic given the fact that we have lost half our road space and have not received the promised buses.”
REPORT:
“Discussions between the Council Executive, the Public Transport agencies, the DTO and the Department of Transport are ongoing with a view to securing adequate service levels on bus routes in the SDCC area, particularly in respect of new or recently completed QBC schemes. In addition, Dublin Bus is presently in the final stages of a major route and service level review of its entire operation in the Greater Dublin Area. Recent indications are that additional buses will be provided towards the end of January 2006 with a number of these specifically allocated to the South Clondalkin QBC.  

Given the 100% level of grant investment in provision of the QBN programme to date, it would be a retrograde step to decommission any QBC before it has had opportunity to demonstrate its effectiveness   It would not be feasible to do so in any case without agreement on the necessary statutory approvals. In addition, it should be noted that bus lanes are used by taxis, and can also facilitate ambulances and other emergency vehicles during periods of heavy congestion. 

It should be noted, finally, that where restricted QBC operating hours are sanctioned, these normally relate to times outside the peak hours. It is hoped, however, that given the proposed introduction of additional buses by Dublin Bus as noted above will go some way to making effective use of the QBCs already provided.”
Mr. F. Coffey Director of Transportation updated the Members and presented correspondence dated 9th January 2006 received from Dublin Bus:
“Dublin Bus are pleased that in the Transport 21 plan an initial allocation of 20 additional buses was made to the Dublin Bus fleet. These buses will be made available as new bus deliveries take place from December to February.
I expect to have the full complement of new buses available for service by end February, and additional services can be introduced from then onwards.

Dublin Bus are fully supportive of the work done by South Dublin County in progressing QBC's and our objective is to allocate nine of these buses to the South Clondalkin QBC .
 

I suggest that we meet  to synchronise the introduction of buses with yourselves and the City Council/QBN office in order to have a successful introduction.

I should also point out that Dublin Bus will be making a submission to the Department of Transport shortly for further additional buses for delivery in 2006. It is our intention that some of these buses will be allocated to the Orbital QBC and for further development of South Clondalkin QBC. I will keep you informed in regard to developments here.”
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors T. Ridge, E. Tuffy, T. McDermott, S. O’Connor, D. Keating, E. Walsh and S. Laing.

Mr. F. Coffey, Director of Transportation responded to the Members queries.

The report was NOTED.

(C/0048/06)
MANAGEMENT & MAINTENANCE OF SCHOOL/COMMUNITY DUAL USE HALLS


It was proposed by Councillor C. Jones, seconded by Councillor E. Maloney :

“That this Council calls for a report on the discussions to date with the Department of Education in relation to funding the management and maintenance of the School/Community dual use halls, currently being constructed under the Schools Building Programme.” 

REPORT: 

“The Council has had discussions with the Department of Education and Science officials regarding the possible use by the wider communities of the new Sports Halls in Schools and Colleges in the County. Currently there are four such halls which have been completed. The most recent meeting took place on the 2nd December 2005.

The Council has expressed its willingness in principle to the Department to consider a possible role in the management structure of these halls provided the halls are available for general community use after school hours.
Further discussions will continue with the Department and members will be kept updated on this issue.”
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors C. Jones, E. Tuffy, 
E. Walsh, S. O’Connor, S. Laing, F. McCarthy and J. Daly.
Mr. Pat Smith, Director of Community Services responded to the Members queries.

The report was NOTED.

(C/0049/06)
SOUTH DUBLIN CHILDCARE ASSOCIATION
The following motion in the name of Councillor T. Gilligan was MOVED without discussion:
“That the Council look towards allocating funding to the South Dublin Childcare Association.” 

REPORT: 

“The South Dublin County Childcare Committee is a Sub-Group of the County Development Board. The Committee is funded by the Department of Justice, Equality and Law Reform through Area Development Management Ltd. (ADM) recently renamed Pobal.

The new Childcare Programme 2006-2010 announced by the Government on 7th December 2005 envisages that the County & City Childcare Committees will play a key role in the implementation of the new Programme. 

 Local Childcare Committees are funded through Pobal for the provision of childcare facilities for both their capital and revenue budgets. The Council has no funding role in this regard.

The Council does assist local Childcare Committees where it can, particularly in the identification of sites for childcare facilities. The Council is also represented on some of these local committees.”
(C/0050/06)
BYE-LAW RE: DRINKING IN PUBLIC


It was proposed by Councillor S. O’Connor, seconded by T. Ridge:
“That this Council will exert its influences by writing to all area Garda Superintendents calling on them to enforce the Council bye-law re Drinking in public which is enforced by An Garda Siochana and report back to Council after a 3 month period the figures re. issuing of fines in order for this Council to monitor and see if this is having any effect in combating this scourge and especially amongst the under age.” 
REPORT:

“The South Dublin County Council (Prohibition of Consumption of Intoxicating Liquor in Public Places) Bye Laws came into force on 9th August 2001.

Since then over 2,000 offences have been notified to the Council by the Gardai. 

If this motion is passed its terms will be forwarded to the relevant Superintendents within the County Administrative area for their response and a report will be presented as requested when a response is received.”
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors S. O’Connor, T. Ridge, E. Walsh, F. McCarthy, T. McDermott, S. Laing and C. Jones.

Mr. P. Smith, Director of Community Services responded to the Members queries and undertook to provide the information requested regarding fines statistics to the Members. 


The motion was PASSED.
(C/0051/06)
HOME COMPOSTERS

It was proposed by Councillors F. McCarthy and T. McDermott, seconded by Councillor T. Ridge:
“That this Council calls on the Manager to replace the €40 charge for home composters to a nominal charge (less than €10) or none at all for customers who collect them. That the charge for delivery to a customers home should not be a disincentive to home composting (less than €25), and that waiver qualifiers be eligible for a free home composter to be delivered to them.” 

REPORT:
“The Council encourages the minimisation and recycling of waste by the public, in order to address the ever increasing waste problem, and to achieve a sustainable waste system.

All forms of waste management have a cost, such as:

· The provision of the refuse collection service,

· The provision of the recycling service including the disposal and recycling of waste collected, and 

· The disposal to landfill of residual waste.

The supply and delivery of composters to residents in South Dublin County cost the Council approximately €40 per unit, and therefore the charge for the composter merely covers the cost.  The income generated from this modest charge ensures the maximisation of the Council’s funds to provide activities which will promote environmental awareness such as workshops to promote wider use of composters.

The promotion of Environmental Awareness is regarded by the Council as a fundamental to the encouragement of sustainable behaviour, and the income from the composter charge will further enable the Council to promote Council and Government policy of “Reduce, Reuse and Recycle” in relation to waste.  To date in 2005, the Environmental Awareness Officer has run the following activities:-

· Green Week (April 05) 

· “slim your bin” workshops

· composting workshops

· Visits to schools, promoting awareness of environmental matters.

· “Small Change” – waste management seminar for businesses.

· Targeted actions in the remainder of 2005 include the continued promotion of home composting, as part of the overall Awareness Programme.

Those who are in receipt of waivers in respect of their Environmental Waste Charge may make application for a waiver of the composter charge.  To date, 131 applications for such waivers have been granted.  Application forms for home composters are available online from www.southdublin.ie on the Environment Department page, or may be obtained by contacting Customer Care.

In conclusion, it is not proposed to dispense with the €40 charge which was introduced in May 2005 for the supply and delivery of garden composters to householders.  Neither is it proposed to allow householders collect their composters free of charge due to the logistical difficulties involved both on the Council’s part and on that of householders where health and safety issues arise.

Composters are also available for purchase at retail outlets in the County.”
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors T. McDermott, F. McCarthy, M. Murphy, C. Keane, J. Hannon, S. Laing, M. Corr and C. Jones.


Ms. M. Pyne, Director of Environment responded to the Members queries and undertook to circulate information requested by the Members regarding the use of home composters in South Dublin.


The report was NOTED.

(C/0052/06)
UNAUTHORISED BONFIRES
The following motion in the name of Councillor J. Neville was MOVED and RE-ENTERED:
“That this Council notes the widespread damage caused by unauthorized bonfires at Halloween in the administrative area of South Dublin County Council and the widespread dumping thereof and in an effort to minimise such dumping of household goods calls on the Manager to schedule the annual Council junk collection for the month of September each year.”

REPORT:

“The current scheduling of the Junk Collection Programme is that it takes place from September to November each year.  The collection takes three months to complete and IN 2005 before Halloween, certain junk collections had taken place in Lucan, Clondalkin and most of Tallaght.  The Environment Strategic Policy Committee reviewed all aspects of the junk collection service at its meeting on 9th November 2005 and the issue will be revisited at the next meeting of the Committee, in February 2006.

There seems to have been a reduction in the number of bonfires in the South Dublin County area in 2005.  It is reported that there was a big reduction in old tyres available for bonfires and also a marked reduction in timber pallets etc, which are now being recycled.  This meant that there was less air pollution and that the bonfires burnt out very quickly.  The Environmental Services Department had contacted tyre companies in early October 2005 to ensure that they did not encourage or facilitate irresponsible use of tyres.

Other factors that helped to reduce the number of bonfires were the bad weather and the fact that the schools mid-term break was after Halloween instead of before Halloween which helped to reduce the time available to collect bonfire material.”
The Meeting concluded at 6:30 p.m.
(C/0053/06)
MOTIONS NOT REACHED


FACILITIES FOR A&E DEPARTMENT AT TALLAGHT HOSPITAL


Councillor T. Ridge
“That this Council write to the Tanaiste and Minister for Health Mary Harney to ask her to provide extended and necessary facilities at the A&E Department at Tallaght Hospital to cope with the dreadful lack of privacy and lack of visitor space which is currently the case.” 



ADOPTION OF “NAME & SHAME” POLICY
Councillor J. Hannon   
“That this Council adopt a "Name & Shame" policy in regard to litter offences.” 



 SCHOOL TRANSPORT IN THE COUNTY
Councillor E. Tuffy   
“That South Dublin County Council recognises that the existing national School Transport System operated by the Department of Educational and Science and Bus Eireann was designed in another era for the principal purpose of increasing educational participation at second level, and that the issue to be addressed in school transport in the County in the new century has to do with traffic congestion, safety at school locations and pressure on parents to bring children to school by car, and requests the Manager to undertake an initiative, in consultation with the Government  to provide a Council operated School Transport System in the County.”  



DAMAGES TO GRASS VERGES, FOOTPATHS AND DRIVEWAYS
Councillor J. Lahart   
“That the Council, as a response to damages caused to grass verges, footpaths and outside driveways, as a consequence of private development work, be it residential, commercial or industrial, introduces a bye -law or introduces the provision of a Notification Certificate for residents and businesses, that enables the Council to examine locations prior to the commencement of building/developments, as a means of guarantee that either (a) sites are restored to original order (b) the Council can charge a fee to the occupier or builder or developer , to cover the expense of reinstatement by the local authority.” 



GREEN PAPER ON RE-UNIFICATION

Councillor C. King   
“That this Council, in light of the recent proposals put forward by Sinn Fein for a green paper on re-unification and the S.D.L.Ps recently launched united Ireland strategy, calls on the Dublin Government to lead an immediate and extensive consultation process with all sections of society, including unionism on a green paper for the re-unification of Ireland and recognises the need for adequate preparation for same.” 


CHILDCARE COMMITTEE
Councillor C. Keane   
“That this Council discuss the request from the Co. Childcare Committee that childcare facilities in the County be exempt from rates.” 



COMPOSTERS – IMPACT ON REDUCTION OF WASTE

Councillor R. Dowds   
“That South Dublin County Council (a)  Report on the impact of composters in terms of reducing waste in our County  and (b)  Agrees to set up a pilot scheme in a given area using sophisticated food and vegetation digesters to see the impact that has on dealing with waste.”



INFORMATION DRIVE RE: DISPOSAL OF BULK PACKAGING
Councillor M. Daly   
“That this Council set up an information drive for the county to encourage citizens to return their bulk packaging to the point of purchase and encourage REPAK and all commercial businesses to participate in a package reduction scheme which will reduce the amount of waste and reduce the amount of costs to the local environment and business.”



SKATE PARK

Councillor D. Keating   
“That the Manager would please provide an up-to-date and detailed report on progress made to build the Council's first Skate Park. Specifically would the Manager please report on the local consultation process which I requested at the outset, with the delegation from the local Skate Board Club regarding the design, lay-out and materials to be used in the Skate Park, and the time scale for the building and completion of this Skate Park.” 


RECYCLING PLANT FOR DRY WASTE
Councillor M. Murphy   
“That Council Staff would research in Canada the cost of setting up a Re-Cycling Plant that can Handle Dry Waste from Green Bin Collection capable of separating Paper, Cans, Glass and Plastic. That the Manger would put a plan in place to ring fence enough capital from the sale of lands to build such a plant. The Plant to be in place when the current waste plan runs out in 2010. The Green Bin collection to then be extended to twice a month and for it to be carried out by directly employed Council Workers.”



 NEW INDUSTRY
Councillor S. O'Connor   
“In view of recent job losses, that South Dublin County Council takes the initiative and brings together all interested parties - such as FAS, the unions, employers' organisations, local chambers of commerce, community representatives and government bodies such as the IDA and so on - to ensure that everything possible is done to promote and maintain the attractiveness and suitability of the area for new industries.” 

STAFF WORKING ON ANTI-SOCIAL ISSUES
Councillor T. Ridge   

 “That a detailed report be brought to this Council outlining the actual numbers of staff working directly on anti-social issues.  The report to include staff on part time hours, maternity leave and a breakdown re Clondalkin and Tallaght areas.” 


DUBLIN PORT TUNNEL

Councillor T. McDermott   
“That South Dublin County Council calls on the Dublin City Manager to restrict access to the city centre (between the Royal Canal and the Grand Canal ), by vehicles of three axles and more between the hours of 7AM and 7PM unless such vehicles are carrying a permit issued by the City Manager. And that such restriction becomes effective when the Dublin Port Tunnel opens - in order that the citizens of South Dublin County enjoy the benefits promised when funding for the Port Tunnel project was approved.”


SITING OF PLANNING APPLICATION NOTICES
Councillor J. Lahart   
“That the Council undertakes a review of the regulations governing the siting of planning application roadside public notices, particularly in light of obvious flaws relating to where a planning application may be lodged within an estate that directly affects residents to the rear of that house but located in a different estate.” 


MANAGEMENT CHARGES

Councillor E. Tuffy   
“That the Council notes with concern that individuals and families who have been approved for apartments and houses under the Council's Affordable Housing Schemes are being required to pay Management Charges of € 800 per annum and more, that the requirement to pay such charges is effectively adding about € 20000 to the cost of their homes, and requests the Manager to have these charges taken into account when arriving at prices to be determined for Affordable Housing units.”


COLUMBIAN EMBASSY

Councillor C. Keane   
“That this Council recommends that we make representation to the Colombian Ambassador in London to ensure that the  military rescue operation proposed by President Uribe  to rescue hostages held by FARC be cancelled.  Mindful of the fact that FARC leaders have ordered their men to execute hostages in such a rescue operation, by proceeding in this way, it is imposing a death sentence on the hostages one of whom includes Ingrid Betancourt on whom we have bestowed the Freedom of the County of South Dublin.”


PILOT SCHOOL BUS PROJECT
Councillor F. McCarthy  
“That this Council takes the appropriate steps to instigate a pilot school bus project as part of its role in traffic management and road safety. Such a scheme would benefit primary and secondary school children as well as all other road users by providing a reasonable alternative to the many families who at present spend a considerable amount of time ferrying children to and from school; thereby contributing in no small part to the traffic congestion that currently plagues our communities.”
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