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COMHAIRLE CONTAE ÁTHA CLIATH THEAS
SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL
[image: South Dublin County Council Crest]
MEETING OF SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL
Monday, February 12, 2018
MOTION NO.10
MOTION: Councillor C. O'Connor
That South Dublin County Council calls on the Chief Executive to detail plans for work on the 2018/2019 voting register; will he confirm if he has any plans to change the system which was used up to now, given reference in the recent Budget adopted by the Council to "the new voting registration system" and will he appreciate the importance of the register particularly in this coming year which will lead, at least, to the local and European elections in 2019.
REPORT:
[bookmark: _GoBack]South Dublin County Council are currently working on a data cleansing exercise with a view to transferring from the current i Reg system to Voter.ie in conjunction with the other three Dublin Authorities.  Following additional work on verifying the compatibility of the data within the current i Reg system with the requirements of the back office of Voter.ie, a number of anomalies were discovered which prevented the transfer of data.  Works are ongoing to address these issues and it is envisaged that the transfer to Voter.ie will take place in November 2018 during the draft register process.  The methodology used by South Dublin County Council to compile the 2018/2019 register did not differ in any way from that used in previous years.
Following the transfer to Voter.ie it is planned that in the future an online front end portal will be available to allow electors to manage and maintain their own registration details. In the meantime the four Dublin Authorities are working to agree procedures for the advertising, promotion and updating of data for the 2019/2020 Register of Electors. The other three Dublin Authorities have not engaged inspectors to call door to door for a number of years and the level of registration of voters has not reduced. In order to have a uniform approach South Dublin are engaging with the other three Dublin Authorities to agree a plan for the promotion of the Register of Electors using all available communication methods, delivery of an RFA1 form to every home in the county, print media, Council web site, social media, poster campaigns in Council buildings as well as the national campaigns run by the Department to promote ‘’value your vote’’ We are also considering the holding of promotional campaigns similar to the one held in 2016 in IT Tallaght in conjunction with the college, Gardaí and ACT (Active Citizenship Together Committee) to promote registration.
The objective in compiling the Register of Electors is to ensure that all eligible voters are given the opportunity to participate fully in the democratic process and a high quality register is essential to the successful operation of the electoral system.
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