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SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL

MEETING OF SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL

MONDAY 13TH FEBRUARY 2006

HEADED ITEM NO. 16

Proposed Amendment to Tree Preservation Order

Dublin County Council Tree Preservation (Quarryvale, Brooklawn)

(Liffey Valley No 1.) Order, 1990.

Introduction

It is proposed under Section 205 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended) to amend the Liffey Valley Tree Preservation Order (TPO) 1990 to facilitate the revised N4 interchange and a new slip road from the M50 at Kings Hospital, Palmerstown.  

M50 Scheme

The M50 Upgrade Scheme includes substantial reconstruction of the N4/M50 interchange as this will become a fully free-flow interchange (i.e. no traffic signals).  A new slip road from N4 East to M50 North will be required.

To provide for this road layout and to accommodate the landing areas of a new cable-stay pedestrian bridge over the M50 Motorway north of this interchange it will be necessary to remove trees in an area subject to the Compulsory Purchase Order (CPO) for the Scheme at the N4 interchange (formerly King's Hospital School lands) as granted by An Bord Pleanála.  

Included among the trees proposed for removal are three trees included in the Liffey Valley Tree Preservation Order (TPO) 1990.  A number of other trees, which were planted after 1990, and not subject to the TPO, will also need to be removed for the M50 Scheme.  

The M50 Upgrade Scheme documentation includes landscaping for the restoration of the road reservation and tree planting after the construction works on the interchange are completed.

Location of Trees

A tree survey has been carried out by arborists which identified the trees located in the area to be deleted from the TPO.  These are as follows:

1. Tree Number 0224 Sycamore

2. Tree Number 075 Beech

3. Tree Number 0076 Horse Chestnut.  (Tree 0076 is recommended for immediate removal for safety reasons due to fungus infection).

South Dublin County Development Plan 2004 - 2010

Paragraph 13.3.4.v of the South Dublin County Council Development Plan 2004-2010 states that “It is an objective of the Council to initiate works on the roads listed in table 13.6 as part of a six year programme”.  

The upgrade of the M50 is listed in Table 13.6 - ‘6 year Roads Objective’ - of the Development Plan 2004-2010.

Procedures for the Amendment to a Tree Preservation Order

The procedures to be followed for the amendment to a Tree Preservation Order are set out in Section 205 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended).
· The Planning Authority gave notice to the general public of its intention to amend the TPO on 13th December 2005.  

· The affected landowners and relevant statutory bodies were notified in writing.

· The period for submissions/observations on the proposed amendment occurred between 13th December 2005 – 2nd February 2006.

· No submissions/observations were received by the Council during this public consultation period.

Conclusions and Recommendation

Having regard to:

· national policy in relation to the upgrading and improvement of the national road network of which the N4/M50 are integral components,

· the Council’s objectives in relation to the M50 as set out in the South Dublin County Council Development Plan 2004-2010,

· the fact that a relatively small part of the overall TPO area is affected by the proposed amendment,

· that the number of trees under the TPO to be removed has been kept to a minimum and that one of the three trees is recommended for removal for safety reasons, and 
· the proposals in the M50 scheme to carry out new tree planting following completion of the works

it is recommended that the Council resolves to amend Tree Preservation Order Dublin County Council Tree Preservation (Quarryvale, Brooklawn) (Liffey Valley No 1.) Order, 1990.
















