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When determining the width of crossings 
designers should refer to Section 7.16 of the 
Traffi c Signs Manual (2010) which contains 
maximum and minimum design specifi cations 
for pedestrian crossings.  In this regard (see 
Figure 4.41):25

• Within Centres and on Arterial streets, all 
crossings should generally be a minimum 
of 4m wide.

• The minimum width of all other pedestrian 
crossings should be 2m.

• The minimum width for Toucan crossings 
should be 4m.

• In determining the optimal width of a 
pedestrian crossing, designers may refer to 
Figure 4.34 to ensure that pedestrians are 
able to pass each other in comfort.

• On crossings where very high numbers of 
pedestrians and/or cyclists cross, a width in 
excess of those above may be required, to 
a maximum of 10m.

It is also an objective of Smarter Travel (2009) 
that level grade crossings (i.e. those that 
are aligned with the height of footways) be 
provided for  pedestrians across junctions.26

These are highly  recommended in areas 
where pedestrian fl ows are high such as in 
Centres.  They are also an effective measure 
for calming traffi c and enforcing lower speeds 
(See Section 4.4.7 Horizontal and Vertical 
Defl ections).   

25 Refer to Section 7.16 of the Traffi c Signs Manual (2010)
which contains maximum and minimum design speci-
fi cations for pedestrian crossings.

26 Refer to Action 16 of Smarter Travel (2009).

Figure 4.41: Standard crossing widths to be 
used in most circumstances across the main 
carriageway of Access or Link streets and across 
side junctions with Local streets.

Min 4.0m

Min 2-3m


