COMHAIRLE CHONTAE ÁTHA CLIATH THEAS
SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL


MEETING OF COUNTY COUNCIL

Monday, February 13, 2006

QUESTION No. 15
QUESTION: Cllr. Robert Dowds

To ask the Manager for an update as to how he is extending the number of pedestrian rights of way within South County Dublin?

REPLY
There is within the  County Development Plan 2004 -2010 both policy and objective statements regarding pedestrian links, cycle ways and rights of way.  These references are set out hereunder: 
4.5.12 Policy SCR 25: Pedestrian Links and Public Rights-of-Way
4.5.12.i                                                                                                                                                 It is the policy of the Council to (a) preserve and enhance existing pedestrian links and public rights-of-way which contribute to general amenity and are not a source of antisocial behaviour; and (b) create new pedestrian links and public rights-of-way linking amenities and facilities, particularly in new residential development areas.

9.5.9 Policy LHA 23: Public Rights of-Way

9.5.9.i                                                                                                                                          It is the policy of the Council to preserve and/or extend and enhance existing public rights-of way and to create new rights-of-way in the interest of amenity as opportunities or needs arise.

9.5.10 Policy LHA 24: Trails, Hiking and Walking Routes

9.5.10.i                                                                                                                                       It is the policy of the Council to promote the development of regional and local networks of hiking and walking routes and way-marked trails.

13.5.4 Established Public Rights Of Way
13.5.4.i                                                                                                                                    It is an objective of the Council to secure retention of established public rights of way. Among the most important of these are the Grand Canal Way (Waymarked Walk), a short section of the Wicklow Way (Waymarked Walk), and public rights of way in the Dublin Mountains.

13.5.5 Proposed Public Rights Of Way

13.5.5.i                                                                                                                                   It is an objective of the Council to create additional public rights of way as and when appropriate. In particular the following public rights of way are proposed;

1 Access to the River Liffey including from Mill Lane Palmerstown and Main Street and Chapel Hill, Lucan to the Liffey Weir/ river bank

2 To secure a long distance walking route (Dublin Way) from Kiltalawn, Tallaght into the mountains to link with the Wicklow Way.

3 To investigate the feasibility of providing public paths along the banks of the River Liffey and the River Dodder.

Policy – Cycling and Walking

 “It is the policy of the Council to promote and facilitate the development of cycling and walking facilities in the County and to ensure that all development facilitate access by foot and bicycle to public transport facilities and local services”

In compliance with the above and Policy 7.8 of the County Development Plan 2004 -2010:

an inter-departmental group from Roads and Transport, Architects, Parks, Planning and Economic Development Departments has been set up to examine a network of strategic cycle tracks and pedestrian routes throughout South Dublin County.

This group recommends a number of primary spine green routes throughout the County consisting of 3 orbital routes and 3 radial routes supplemented by secondary routes, which will create a web of linkages to places of employment, schools and leisure activities. The spine routes are primarily green pedestrian and cycle routes.

As advised to the Members at the Annual Budget Meeting it is proposed, following  agreement by the Members to the primary spine routes, to identify in both the north and south of the county a location for a pilot project in each to demonstrate how best to develop the routes. A proposal for the funding of the pilot projects is being examined and will be presented to the Members for consideration when complete.
