Report of the Housing & Social Strategic Policy Committee

Meeting of 2nd February, 2006

Scheme of Letting Priorities

The above scheme recommended at the last SPC has been approved by the Council and forwarded to the Department.  It is currently awaiting Departmental approval before it can be implemented.

Affordable Housing Scheme

The inclusion of a third strand of eligibility for affordable housing was discussed.  The SPC unanimously agreed that “The Housing and Social Development SPC recommend the inclusion of a third strand of eligibility in the Affordable Housing Scheme enabling applicants to earn up to €56,000 p.a. (single earner) and €140,000 (dual income) to accommodate purchasers under the Affordable Housing Initiative.” (Scheme change attached)
The SPC was notified that finance for these purchases will be provided by the Financial Institutions which have been agreed with the Department and was advised that in the event of over-subscription applicants will be queued on the basis of the date and time of receipt of their applications.
Review of Application Form and Accompanying Documentation for DPG and ERG

The SPC welcomed the new material.

Report on Anti-Social Behaviour Action Plan

Following on from the ASB Policy agreed by the SPC and the Council last year an up-dated report demonstrating the impact of the policy was circulated and discussed.  The SPC Members were asked that if they wished to submit a listing of locations which could be secured and thus reducing anti-social behaviour then these could be included in the listing being prepared with the Elected Members.

Report on Homeless


Following the passing of a motion to eliminate homelessness in the county at the budget meeting by accommodating all those currently on the homeless list a comprehensive report was circulated and welcomed by the Members.  It set out the current circumstances of those on the list, the reason for their status, all of the facilities and services available and the plans, which are going through the Area Committees for the provision of new accommodation and services.
Report on Rental Accommodation Scheme

A report on the up-to-date position on the RAS pilot in South Dublin was circulated and discussed.  Discussion on how the scheme was working and how it would affect the future of social housing ensued.

