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DRAFT AFFORDABLE HOUSING SCHEME

There are three types of affordable housing.

Type 1

This is for properties built on council lands as part of a public private partnership. The land cost is subsidised and the houses are sold subject to a clawback if sold within twenty years. 

For the allocation of a house under the Affordable Housing Scheme applicants must meet the same requirements as currently apply to Shared Ownership Scheme applicants. These are as follows:

a) He/she is a tenant or tenant purchaser of a local authority house in the administrative area of South Dublin County Council and intends to surrender their existing house to that authority or

b) He/she is a person whose application for local authority housing has been approved by South Dublin County Council or

c) He/she is a tenant of one year’s standing of a house provided by an approved housing body under the Rental Subsidy Scheme in the administrative area of South Dublin County Council and intends to return their house to the voluntary housing body or

d) He/she is in need of housing and satisfies the following income test;

Single income household:

In the last income tax year, gross income (before tax) did not exceed €32,000.00

Two income household:

The eligibility of a household with two earners is determined by a formula, which takes account of the gross income (before tax), in the last income tax year, of the principal (greater) earner and the subsidiary (lesser) earner as follows:

Where two and a half times the income of the principal earner plus once the income of the subsidiary earner does not exceed €80,000.00, the household is eligible.

Type 2

Affordable houses will also become available under Part V of the Planning & Development Act 2000 (as amended). Under the act each local authority must adopt a scheme of priorities for the sale or lease of the properties acquired under Part V of the act. 

The qualifying criteria for the allocation of properties acquired under part V will be divided into three distinct categories the details of which are outlined below.

Category 1  The qualifying criteria for this category will be the same as that 

                     outlined at Type 1 above ( see affordable housing above)

Category 2  Those qualifying will have to meet the income qualifications

         as outlined under Type 1 with a single income limit of

€40,000 and a double income limit where two and a half times the income of the principal earner plus once the income of the subsidiary earner does not exceed €100,000.00, 
Category 3  Those qualifying for this category will have incomes 

         greater than category 2 above.

Type 3

These are Units which are acquired as a result of initiatives under the Affordable Homes Partnership i.e. units exchanged for state lands

Eligibility

Applicants must be in need of housing and intent on residing in the property once the purchase has been completed.  Applicants shall not be part or sole owners in any other property.
Income Limits:

Single applicants salary should not exceed €56,000

Two Income Household – salary should not exceed €140,000
Finance for Type 3 Units will be provided by the Financial Institutions to eligible applicants who will be nominated by the Council under the terms of this scheme.
