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Report of Environment Public Realm & Climate Change SPC Meeting held on 7th November  2017 in IT Conference Room
In attendance

Elected Members
Councillor Pamela Kearns (Chair)

Councillor Brian Lawlor

Councillor Danny O’Brien

Councillor Enda Fanning

Councillor Rob Russell

Sectoral  Members

N/A

Officials

Chris Galvin, Senior Engineer

Leo Magee, Senior Engineer

Michael McAdam, Senior Engineer

Mary Maguire, Senior Executive Officer
Suzanne Furlong, Senior Parks Superintendent

Apology

Teresa Walsh, Director of Service

Councillor Francis Timmons
Donie Anderson

At the commencement of the meeting Councillor Pamela Kearns (Chair) welcomed new Councillor Rob Russell, and there was a round table introduction.

Breach of Standing Order 18 in relation to non-attendance of PPN representative John Farrell was noted and it was agreed to ask the PPN to review the representation. 

Item 2: Update on Flood Alleviation Schemes / Surface Water Schemes and ongoing works
The meeting received an update on Flood Alleviation Schemes and Surface Water Schemes and ongoing works
Chris Galvin and Michael McAdam responded to queries raised which primarily referred to Ballycullen Stream Flood Alleviation Scheme and its completion 2 months ahead of time, works on Old Lucan Road and the cause of delays with completion, Irish Water MOU, and complexities associated with the proposed Nangor Road / Ninth Lock works.
 Item 3 : Interim Halloween 2017 Report

An interim report as circulated was NOTED with some interesting statistics available at tine of meeting :

· From mid-October to 31st October (through reports made directly through the offices and through our out of office hours service), the Council was advised of c 300 locations (excluding duplicate locations) of stockpiling. 

· 55 tonnes of bonfire materials was collected by the staff and prevented from being placed on bonfires  over the Bank Holiday weekend and including Tuesday 31st October. 

· In the two week period prior to Halloween a further quantity of waste materials totalling 156 tonnes was collected by SDCC staff and it is estimated that the vast majority of this was material intended for bonfires.  

· The estimated cost to dispose of bonfire materials collected pre Halloween night alone is €20,000 approximately.  

(Note this is the cost of disposal only, it does not include the labour cost to collect the materials nor does it include any element of the cost to clean up bonfire sites after the fires have stopped burning). 
A discussion ensued with focus on when the cleanup would kick in – no specific post bonfire cleanup taken in week of midterm break, and the need for fires to be fully extinguished.  Reinstatements will not take place until spring. 184 locations mapped in 2 days, overall figures and costs likely to be reflective of previous year.  When cleanup schedule is prepared it will be circulated to Councillors.
It was agreed to bring a Headed Item to Council in March 2018

Item 4: Climate Change – Update on Adaptation and Mitigation Plan / Covenant of Mayors
The report(s) as circulated was NOTED:

A discussion ensued with contributions from members. Chris Galvin responded to queries raised primarily in relation to the cycle of reporting to EU for Covenant of Mayors, the range in activity in which the Council can influence, and the relationship of the Adaptation and Mitigation plans with the National Planning Framework and all other statutory plans.

Item 5:  Update on 2017 Work Programme 

A comprehensive list of 2017 works undertake to date was circulated and noted:

The following main items were included in report circulated:
1. CFRAMS - Flood Alleviation and Surface Water Schemes - 

2. Review Litter Bin Provision 
3. Climate Change -  Consideration of “A Strategy towards Climate Change Action Plans for the Dublin Local Authorities
4. Abandoned vehicles 
5. Corkagh Park Development Proposals
6. Litter Management Action Plan – 2017 Summary
7. Teen Space – Commencement of public consultation 
8. Review of Social Credits Scheme 
9. Polling Places Postering 
10. Update on the Eastern /Midlands Waste Management Office & Plan, including WERLA Plan 
11. Parks & Open Spaces Strategy  
12. Review of Burial Grounds / Draft Burial Ground Strategy

13. Dublin Region Horse Welfare Working Group
A discussion ensued in relation to the following:

Solar /Litter Bin Pilot – hopefully in place by end of the year

Abandoned Vehicles – intensification in activity in 2017, protocol is easy to understand and explain

Corkagh Park Lakes – to be the subject of a separate examination and report on potential of the lakes

Teen Spaces consultation – hopefully have workshop in each electoral area / PPN / Ball Wall – may provide a start to such facilities

Review of Social Credit Scheme: Can application form be reviewed – is it too cumbersome

Parks & open Strategy – work commenced with mapping of existing facilities, next step to review and map Census 2016 data.
Item 6:  Item referred from October Council Meeting  -  55092
A report as circulated was noted and it was agreed NOT to initiate a review of Parks and Open Spaces ByeLaws until after the Parks and Open Spaces Strategy has been finalised.
Item 7:  Item referred from October Council   -  55090 - PTU 
A report as circulated was noted.
Leo Magee responded to queries raised. The meeting accepted the Executive’s report and it was agreed to monitor what’s happening countrywide.
There being no further business, the meeting concluded at 6.45pm
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