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COMHAIRLE CHONTAE ATHA CLIATH THEAS
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MEETING OF SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL

MONDAY 13th February 2005

QU 41
QUESTION: Cllr. Eamonn Tuffy

To ask the Manager if the County Statistics Office can provide information on the most recent trends in unemployment in the different parts of the County?

REPLY

The County Statistics Office has assembled information in relation to recent trends in unemployment from Census 2002, Central Statistics Office & the live register figures from the South Dublin County Social Welfare Offices and the Department of Social & Family Affairs.  Information is also extracted from the documents ‘An Economic Audit of South Dublin County’ (Mulvanney & Donnelly 2004); Deprivation Indices – South Dublin County (Haase 2004); ‘A Socio-economic Profile of South Dublin County 2005’ (South Dublin County Statistics Office 2005); and ‘South Dublin County Poverty Profile’ (South Dublin County Statistics Office 2004). 
In 2002 South Dublin County had a population of 238,835, an increase of 9.7 % since 1996 and accounting for 6% of the total population of Ireland.  The largest increase in population in the State occurred in Lucan-Esker where the population almost trebled in six years.  

In 2002 the labour force in South Dublin County consisted of 119,632 persons, of whom 95% were in employment and 5% were unemployed.     Between 1996 and 2002 the size 
of the labour force increased by 23% and over the same time period, the rate of unemployment in the county decreased from 14.9% to 5%.    

While the unemployment rate has dropped considerably for the county as a whole, in 2002 high unemployment was evident in the communities of Jobstown (9%), Fettercairn (11%) and Killinarden (14%) in Tallaght and Rowlagh (12%) in Clondalkin.    
By contrast there are other districts around Lucan (3-4%), east Tallaght (4%) and Rathfarnham (4%) where unemployment rates are low.
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Figure 1 Unemployment Rates in South Dublin County 2002
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More recent figures are currently being sought from the Department of Social & Family Affairs and these will be forwarded when received.
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