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	COMHAIRLE CHONTAE ATHA CLIATH THEAS


	SOUTH  DUBLIN  COUNTY  COUNCIL


MINUTES OF MEETING OF THE TALLAGHT AREA COMMITTEE 

(Dealing with Environment, Community, Parks and Housing)
HELD ON 16th JANUARY,  2006
PRESENT

	Councillors
	Councillors

	Corr, M
	King, C

	Daly, J
	Maloney, E

	Daly, M
	Murphy, M

	Hannon, J
	Neville, J

	
	Warren, K


An Cathaoirleach, Councillor E. Maloney presided.

OFFICIALS PRESENT

	Director of Community Services
	P. Smith

	Senior Executive Officers
	P. Murphy, M. Coleman

	Administrative Officers
	T. O Neill, J. Kilgarriff, B. Hynes

	County Librarian
	T. Walsh

	Senior Executive Parks Superintendents
	M. Keenan, B. Kearney

	Public Art Programme Co-Ordinator
	C. Orr

	Anti Social Team Officer
	C. O Lonergan

	Senior Staff Officer
	J. Kelly

	Staff Officer
	K. Nicholls


T/01/06
CONFIRMATION AND RE-AFFIRMATION OF MINUTES

Minutes of Tallaght Area Committee Meeting held on 7th December, 2005 which had been circulated, were submitted and APPROVED as a true record and signed.  

It was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney, seconded by Councillor J. Hannon and RESOLVED:

“That the recommendations contained in the Minutes of the Tallaght Area Committee held on 7th December, 2005 be ADOPTED and APPROVED".

ENVIRONMENT BUSINESS

T/02/06
QUESTIONS

It was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney, seconded by Councillor J. Hannon  and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13, questions 1-4 inclusive, be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”

T/03/06
BROWN BIN TRIAL – TALLAGHT AREA
Question:
Councillor Mark Daly  

"To ask the Manager is he prepared to initiate a brown bin trial in the Tallaght area in the coming months.?”
Reply:

The Council’s policy in relation to the delivery of a brown bin service for “bio waste composting” is outlined in the Waste Management Plan for the Dublin Region.

The proposal is to provide two facilities in the Dublin Region for the composting of household waste. The first of these will be located in Ballyogan in Dun Laoire Rathdown County Council area and the tender process for construction and operation of this facility is due to be advertised shortly.  When the infrastructure is in place to treat the material, the collection systems can then be rolled out across the region.

A trial is currently underway in the Fingal County Council area, which will yield valuable information to the Dublin authorities about issues likely to arise when the brown bin scheme proper is introduced next year.

T/04/06
ST. ANNE’S SCHOOL, FETTERCAIRN

Question:
Councillor Cathal King

"To ask the Manager to arrange for a clean-up of the perimeter of St Annes School Fettercairn and along Drumcairn Avenue as these two areas have become eye sores with litter strewn about the place and along the railings surrounding the school?”
Reply: 

The engineer in charge of the cleansing section reports that these areas will be cleaned and litter picked by his staff in the near future, once prior commitments have been honoured.

T/05/06
GREEN SPACE AT BROOKVIEW DRIVE – BURNING OF REFUSE
Question:
Councillor Cathal King

"To ask the Manager, to investigate the ongoing burning of refuse on the green space at Brookview Drive (details supplied )with a view to obtaining details of those involved in this illegal activity?”
Reply:

The Litter Warden’s investigations into this matter are ongoing at the present time.  Because the waste is being set alight, it has not been possible to date to obtain evidence from the dumped materials.  It will be necessary for a witness to come forward if this matter is to be progressed, or for someone to be caught by the Litter Warden in the act of dumping, or by the Environmental Health Officer in the act of burning.  The Warden will continue to investigate the matter and any information that can be provided by the Councillor or the complainants would be of assistance in this regard.

T/06/06
PINE VIEW RESIDENTS – JUNK COLLECTION

Question:
Councillor Karen Warren
"To ask the Manager if he would positively consider a request from Pine View Residents in Aylesbury for a junk collection to be organised in this Estate for the 2006 junk collection and if he will make a statement on the matter?"

Reply:

Pine View last received a junk collection in October 2002, according to the cleansing section records.  As junk collections are currently provided on a five year rotational basis Pine View is not due for consideration for its next junk collection until 2007.

T/07/06
NEW WORKS
It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.
T/08/06
CORRESPONDENCE

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.
T/09/06
CATHAOIRLEACH’S BUSINESS 
It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.
T/10/06
LITTER BINS WITHIN ESTATES

It was proposed by Councillor M. Daly, seconded by Councillor C. King:

"That this Committee recommend that the Council change its policy of not placing litter bins within estates.”

The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was READ and NOTED:
“This matter was referred to the Environment Strategic Policy Committee early in 2005 as it would involve a substantial change in policy if housing estates in the County were to be serviced by litter bins.   The report presented to the Committee, which is available on the “members net”, indicated that it would not be possible to introduce such a change to the litter bin collection service.  The Committee noted however that the Council is willing to consider in exceptional cases the installation of litter bins in a limited number of locations in housing estates where there is through pedestrian traffic going to and from shops, parks or schools.  This matter was discussed and agreed by the Committee.  Accordingly, any such areas should be notified to the Environmental Services Section and each case will be considered on its individual merits, giving consideration to budget constraints”.

Councillor M. Daly requested that the motion be RE-ENTERED on the Agenda for the next meeting of the Tallaght Area Committee dealing with Environment Business.
T/11/06
ARD MACHA, OLD BAWN – LITTER BIN
It was proposed by Councillor M. Daly, seconded by Councillor C. King:

“That this committee calls on the Manager to install a litter bin adjacent to public open space at Ard Macha, Old Bawn.    This area is located within the catchment area of the shopping centre and is used by students and public alike as access.   The Council policy of not placing bins in housing estates should not apply in this case"

The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was READ and NOTED:
“The matter of provision of litter bins within housing estates was referred to the Environment Strategic Policy Committee early in 2005 as it would involve a substantial change in policy if housing estates in the County were to be serviced by litter bins.   The report presented to the Committee, which is available on the “members net”, indicated that it would not be possible to introduce such a change to the litter bin collection service.  The report noted that the Council is willing to consider in exceptional cases the installation of litter bins in a limited number of locations in housing estates where there is through pedestrian traffic going to and from shops, parks or schools.  This matter was discussed and agreed by the Committee.  Accordingly, any such areas should be notified to the Environmental Services Section and each case will be considered on its individual merits, giving consideration to budget constraints.
The location at Ard Mhacha has been examined in light of the above and it is considered to be an exceptional case due to its proximity to Aylesbury shopping centre.  Accordingly a litter bin will be installed at this location”.

Councillor M. Daly requested that the Motion be RE-ENTERED on the Agenda for the next meeting of the Tallaght Area Committee dealing with Environment Business.




COMMUNITY  BUSINESS
T/12/06
QUESTIONS

It was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney, seconded by Councillor J. Hannon  and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13, question 5, be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”

T/13/06
JOBSTOWN VILLAGE CORE – BROOKFIELD COMMUNITY & YOUTH  FACILITY – CRECHE FACILITIES
QUESTION:   Councillor Marie Corr
“To ask the Manager to give a comprehensive update with respect to the provision of Crèche facilities in both the Jobstown Village Core and within the new Brookfield Community and Youth facility?”
REPLY:


The Jobstown Childcare Facility which is within the Jobstown Village Square has not yet been transferred to the Jobstown Childcare Committee as some matters with regard to the lease have yet to be agreed with the Committee. A draft lease has been forwarded to the Committee for consideration. A meeting between the Council and the Committee is planned for late January to discuss some issues raised by the Committee on the draft lease. It is hoped that the draft lease can be agreed following that meeting.

There are no plans to include a Crèche facility within the new Brookfield Community and Youth Facility currently under construction. There are however discussions ongoing with the Brookfield Childcare Consortium on plans to build a purpose built Childcare facility adjoining the new Brookfield Community and Youth facility. The Council is currently liaising with the consortium with a view to making progress towards an application for capital funding to Pobail (formerly ADM).

T/14/06
APPLICATION FOR GRANTS

The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was CONSIDERED:

“Applications for grants under the Council’s Community Grants Scheme have been received from the organisations listed below. Payment of these grants to these organisations, in accordance with the conditions of the Scheme, in the amounts set out hereunder, is recommended for approval:-

	Ref:
	Group

	Type of Application


	Date of Application
	Amount



	292/ 1368
	Kingswood Community & Leisure Centre Ltd.,

5 Walnut Close,

Kingswood,

Dublin 24.


	Needs & Feasibility Study.
	06/12/05
	€2,000

	SCRA 1659/ GF 1361
	Circle Ireland,

Third Floor,

18 Dame Street,

Dublin 2.


	Equipment Grant towards the purchase of tables and chairs for Deerpark Neighbourhood Centre, Kiltipper, Tallaght, Dublin 24.
	14/11/05
	€3,000

	SCRA 1662/ GF 1365
	Family Education Services,

c/o St. Thomas Junior National School,

Jobstown,

Tallaght,

Dublin 24.
	Single Interest grant towards the provision of new kitchen, painting and decorating.
	22/11/05
	€5,000


Mr. M. Coleman, Senior Executive Officer summarised the report.
It was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney, seconded by Councillor J. Neville and RESOLVED:
“That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council approve payment of the above grants recommended in the foregoing report”
T/15/06
LIBRARY/NEWS EVENTS

The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was CONSIDERED:
January 2006

	Branch
	Events
	Date

	Castletymon
	Book Display

After the excesses of Christmas get back in shape with the help of our selection of books on Diet, health and fitness.
	All Month 

	
	Integrated Energy Workshop With Geraldine Brogan this integrated Energy Therapy Workshop explores the benefits of using integrated energy therapy in your everyday life for self healing
	Monday 30th January 10.30am –12noon

	
	Programme for Living 

With Patricia Slamon a series of four workshops that are designed to help you gain a new direction in your life.

Booking Essential
	Thursday 19th & 26th January from 10am -12noon

	
	Visits from School and children’s groups
	Tuesday Mornings

	
	Adult Book Club 

New Members Welcome.
	Next meeting Tuesday 31st January 

	
	Computer Classes for Adults (Beginners) Booking Essential
	Resumes Wednesday 11th January 10am – 12noon

	
	Spanish Classes for Improvers New members welcome
	Resumes on Friday 20th January 10am – 11am 


For further information contact 4524888

January 2006

	Branch
	Events
	Date

	Tallaght
	Exhibition: Tallaght Photographic Society Members Work
	Month of January

Launch with the Mayor on Tuesday 10th Jan at 7.30 pm

	
	English Class Pre-intermediate Level.  Booking required.
	Mondays 6.30-8pm from January 9th

	
	“Total High” Mountaineer Grainne Willis recounts her experiences during her successful ascent of Mount Everest
	Monday 23rd January at 7pm Booking essential

	
	French Conversation Group Booking required
	Tuesdays from 11am -12.30pm from January 10th. 

	
	Irish Class for Improvers Booking required
	Tuesdays from 6.30-8.00pm starting 17th January. 

	
	Book Club
	Tuesday 10th January from 7-8pm

	
	Creative Writing 

Booking required
	Wednesdays 2.30pm -5.00pm from January 11th 

	
	Chess Club for 8-12 year olds New players welcome
	Wednesdays 6.30pm -7.30pm from 11th January

	
	Computers For Beginners Booking required
	Wednesdays from 7pm -9pm starting 11th January

	
	“Aspects of the History and Topography of the Military Road from Rathfarnham to Glencree”
	Wednesday 18th January at 8pm. All welcome.

	
	English Classes for Non-National Women Booking required.
	Thursdays from 10.30am –12noon from January 26th 

	
	Computers for Beginners Booking required
	Thursday from 11-1pm starting 12th January

	
	Beginners Spanish 

Booking required
	Thursdays from 6.30 -8.00pm from 12th January

	
	“Doing It Right Now” Life Coaching for Teenagers
	Saturday 14th January from 2-4pm School Groups. (Booked out)


For further information contact 4620073

Ms. T. Walsh,  County  Librarian summarised the report.    Following discussion to which Councillors M. Murphy, M. Corr and E. Maloney contributed, Ms  T. Walsh, County Librarian  responded to queries raised.   The report was NOTED.
T/16/06
UPDATE ON PUBLIC ART PROGRAMME – PER CENT FOR ART SCHEME
The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was CONSIDERED:

“As previously reported to the Committee and to the Council, ‘In Context 3’ the Council’s Per Cent for Art Programme includes a website specifically designed for the Programme. This website is now available to view at website address http://incontext.southdublin.ie
A briefing document for artists outlining the ethos and structure of ‘In Context 3’ and providing details on application procedure/submission requirements for the opportunities available through the programme, will be available in the near future. A copy will be provided to the Members.

The Public Art Co –Ordinator Ms Caroline Orr is available at the meeting to answer any queries which the members may have”.
Mr. M. Coleman, Senior Executive Officer and Ms. C. Orr, Public Arts Programme Co-Ordinator updated the Members.

Following a contribution  from Councillor E. Maloney the report was NOTED. 

T/17/06
NEW WORKS


It was NOTED there was no business under this heading

T/18/06
CORRESPONDENCE
It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.
T/19/06
CATHAOIRLEACH’S BUSINESS 
It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.
PARKS BUSINESS
T/20/06
QUESTIONS

It was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney, seconded by Councillor J. Hannon  and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13, questions 6-11 be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”

T/21/06
PERIMETER FENCE DISMANTLED

Question: Councillor Marie Corr

"To ask the Manager if he is aware that chunks of the perimeter fence surrounding the park and opposite the houses at (*address supplied) have been and are being dismantled and will he direct that this wall be reinforced and will he note that failure to act on this leaves pieces of bricks lying around the place which are dangerous and an invitation to anti-social behaviour?”
Reply:

The existing boundary at the address supplied consists of a brick wall and railing erected as part of an infill housing scheme. This wall has been subjected to sustained attack by youths in stolen vehicles, to the extent that a large section of the park boundary at this location is now demolished and large boulders are in place to protect the park.

Estimates of the cost of required remedial works will be prepared and considered.

Meanwhile any loose debris will be removed as soon as possible.

T/22/06
TREE PLANTING FOR WEST PARK AREA

Question: Councillor Mark Daly

"To ask the Manager to forward a schedule of tree planting for the West Park area following the removal of trees earlier this year?"
Reply:

Arrangements have been made to carry out extensive replanting of approximately 100 trees of various species on the boundary of the open space at Westpark, Tallaght  as contained in the Council’s Arboricultural Works programme for the area. 

It is proposed to have this work completed by the end of March 2006.  

T/23/06
SEAN WALSH PARK – LITTER AT WATERS EDGE

Question: Councillor Mark Daly

"To ask the Manager what progress is being made on the cleaning out of the water areas in Sean Walsh Park as there is consistently a lot of litter at waters edge?"

Reply:

The removal of litter from the pond areas at Sean Walsh Park is carried out on a regular basis.  It is difficult, however, to remove some of the litter which becomes trapped particularly in the reed beds some way in from the waters edge, as the depth of water and accumulated silt in these areas is too deep for safe access by Parks maintenance staff.  

Alternative methods for the removal and prevention of the accumulated litter in the ponds at Sean Walsh Park are currently being explored.
T/24/06
TYMON PARK – PEDESTRIAN ENTRANCE

Question: Councillor Mick Murphy

"To ask the Manager when does the Parks Department plan to close off the Pedestrian Entrance to Tymon Park from Balrothery?".

Reply:

The access to Tymon Park from Balrothery estate is not an official park entrance.  Arrangements are being made to have this access closed off in the near future

T/25/06
10 RADHAIRC NA HABHAINN – PRUNING OF TREES

Question: Councillor Joe Neville

“To ask the Manager to have arranged the pruning of the tree at the rear of number 10 Radhairc na Habhainn,Old Bawn bridge and will the Manager please note the damage done to the adjacent fencing by the trees and will the Manager confirm if there is a preservation order on any or all of those trees?”
Reply:

The trees at the location stated are situated within the curtilage of private gardens. The pruning or removal of these trees would be a matter for the householders concerned in each case.  

The trees at this location are not covered by a Tree Preservation Order.

T/26/06
OPEN SPACE ADJ. TO FIRHOUSE ROAD WEST & AYLESBURY SHOPPING CENTRE

Question: Councillor Karen Warren

"To ask the Manager to outline his plans, if any, for the improvement of the open space adjacent to Firhouse Road West and the Aylesbury Shopping Centre, if money as been set aside in the context of the 2006 Parks Works Programme for such a project, the nature of consultations to date with the local community in connection with this project and if he will make a statement on the matter?"
Reply:

During 2006 a scheme of tree planting will be carried out on the open space as part of the current Arboricultural Works Programme for the area. This work which will involve the planting of trees in small groups on the open space to break up the extensive areas of grass is planned to be completed before the end of March 2006.  

In addition provision has been made in the Parks Works Programme 2006 for boundary improvements to the open space. 

The Parks Department has been in contact with local residents groups regarding all of these works and further consultations are planned over the coming weeks.

T/27/06
IMPROVEMENT WORKS IN RAHEEN/SPRINGFIELD AREAS

The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was CONSIDERED:
“Since the December ‘05 meeting of the Committee two meetings were held with representatives of St Marks Residents Association regarding the proposed schedule of improvement works to be carried out in the Raheen/Springfield area.  

The Parks Department has been requested by the Residents Association to include the upgrading of some small open spaces at the entrance to Springfield from the Tallaght By-Pass, in the overall list of improvement works to be carried out. 

Subject to final agreement on the details it is anticipated that the Parks Department will be in a position to commence the proposed programme of improvement works early in 2006”.
Mr. B. Kearney, Senior Executive Parks Superintendent spoke on the report.
Following discussion to which Councillors J. Neville, and M. Murphy contributed, Mr. B. Kearney, Senior Executive Parks Superintendent responded to queries raised.   The report was NOTED and it was AGREED that a sketch plan be circulated to Members.
T/28/06
ABORICULTURAL PROGRAMME 2005-2006

The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was CONSIDERED:
“Arboricultural Programme 2005-2006 -Tallaght Area


 Street Tree Planting

Street
Species
Quantities


Ambervale Estate
Carpinus betulus "Fastigiata"
15


Aylesbury
Fagus sylvatica
16


Ballymount Estate
Quercus robur "Fastigiata"
15


Balrothery
Sorbus "Joseph Rock"
1


Bancroft Avenue
Acer campestre "Elsrijk"
1


Bawnlea Avenue
Carpinus betulus "Fastigiata"
3


Bawnlea Close
Carpinus betulus "Fastigiata"
3


Bawnlea Drive
Carpinus betulus "Fastigiata"
5


Bawnlea Green
Carpinus betulus "Fastigiata"
3


Bawnville Road, Tallaght
Sorbus aucuparia "Sheerwater Seedling"
1


Belgard Green
Tilia platyphyllos "Rubra"
10


Carriglea Downs
Sorbus aucuparia "Sheerwater Seedling"
1


Cheeverstown Road
Carpinus betulus
20


Cloonmore Avenue
Carpinus betulus "Fastigiata"
8


Cloonore Cresent
Carpinus betulus "Fastigiata"
10


Daletree Road
Ulmus "Dodoens"
4


Drumcairn Avenue
Carpinus betulus "Fastigiata"
10

 
Dún an Oir, Aylesbury
Acer platanoides "Columnare"
9


Dunmore Grove
Sorbus  aria
1


Elmcastle Drive
Sorbus aria
1


Ferncourt Green
Sorbus aucuparia "Sheerwater Seedling"
2


Glenlyon Crescent
Sorbus "Joseph Rock"
5


Glenview Lawns
Sorbus cashmeriana
1


Glenview Park
Acer platanoides "Crimson King"
1


Kilakee Green
Tilia 'Greenspire'
1


Kilinarden Estate
Carpinus betulus "Fastigiata"
5


Kilmartin Cresent
Fraxinus excelsior "Jaspidea"
10


Kilmartin Drive
Carpinus betulus "Fastigiata"
8


Kilmartin Gardens
Carpinus betulus "Fastigiata"
2

Street
Species
Quantities


Kilmartin Green
Sorbus aria "Lutescens"
5


Kilmartin Park
Carpinus betulus "Fastigiata"
4


Kippure Avenue
Sorbus aucuparia "Asplenifolia"
4


Limekiln Park
Malus ' Whitestar'
4


Maplewood Avenue
Carpinus betulus "Fastigiata"
10


Maplewood estate
Juglans regia
10


Muckross Avenue
Sorbus intermedia
2


Oldcourt Manor
Betula utilis “Jacquemontii”
15


Oldcourt Road
Tilia cordata "Greenspire"
1


Parkhill Drive                                      Carpinus betulus "Fastigiata"
10


Pine Tree Cresent
Acer campestre "Elsrijk"
5


Rathminton
Carpinus betulus
10


Tamarisk Close
Acer campestre "Elsrijk"
1


The Rise, Kingswood Heights
Carpinus betulus "Fastigiata"
3


The Rise, Kingswood Heights
Sorbus aucuparia
1


Tymon North Court
Betula papyrifera
1


Watermeadow Estate
Acer platanoides "Columnare"
9

 Westpark
Tilia x euchlora
14

 Woodale View
Sorbus commixta "Embley"
6


Woodstown Park
Sorbus "Joseph Rock"
4


Woodstown Walk
Sorbus aucuparia "Sheerwater Seedling"
1

 STREET TREE PRUNING

Estate








Airton Road


Alderwood Estate (The Avenue)


Alderwood Estate (The Court)


Alderwood Estate (The Green)


Alderwood Estate (The Grove)


Alderwood Estate (The Lawn)


Alderwood Estate (The Rise)


Ballycullen Avenue 


Ballycullen Drive


Ballycullen Road


Beechwood Lawns


Castle Park


Coolamber Road, Rathcoole


De-Selby Estate (The Park)


Dodder Valley Estate


Forest Green / Drive


Garrynisk Road


Greenfield Park


Kilakee Way


Killakee Avenue


Killakee Gardens


Killakee View


Kiltalown Crescent


Maplewood Estate (The Avenue)


Maplewood Estate (The Close)


Maplewood Estate (The Court)


Maplewood Estate (The Green)


Maplewood Estate (The Park)


Parkhill Drive


Parkhill Way


Raheen Estate (The Avenue)


Raheen Estate (The Close)


Raheen Estate (The Park)


Redwood Lawns


Rockfield Ave


St Enda's Drive


St James Road


St. Annes Cottages


St. James Road


Suncroft Drive


Sylvan Avenue


Tamarisk Ave


Tamarisk Way


The Green, Kingswood Heights


The Dale, Kingswood Heights

The Grove, Kingswood Heights


The View, Millbrook Lawns


Tibradden Close


Woodlawn Park Avenue


Woodlawn Park Drive


Woodlawn Park Grove

 STREET TREE REMOVALS

            Estate


Balrothery


Bancroft Avenue


Bawnville Road


Castle Park, Tallaght


Glenview Drive


Glenview Park


Kilakee Green


Kilkakee Drive


Maplewood Park


Monalea Grove


Old Bawn Road


Redwood Lawns


Rossmore Crescent


The Green, Kingswood


The Rise, Kingswood Heights


Tymon North Gardens


Woodlawn Park Avenue


Woodlawn Park Drive

 
OPEN SPACE PRUNING


Cairnwood Estate


Carriglea Rise


Carrigwood


Forest Hills, Rathcoole


Glenview Lawns


Glenview Park


Hillsbrook Avenue


Seskin View Road


Virginia Heights

 OPEN SPACE PLANTING


Aylesbury


Belgard Green

 
Birchwood Estate


Dodder Valley Park


Forest Hills


Glenlyon


Kilinarden Park


Killinarden Community Centre


Killinarden Estate


Kingswood Heights


Lansdale Lawns


Parkhill

Raheen Estate


Rathcoole Park


Sean Walsh

Virginia Heights”
Following discussion to which Councillors E. Maloney, M. Corr, J. Neville, J. Daly and K. Warren contributed, Mr. B. Kearney, Senior Executive Parks Superintendent responded to queries raised.   The report was NOTED.
T/29/06
NEW WORKS

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.
T/30/06
CORRESPONDENCE
It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.

T/31/06
CATHAOIRLEACH’S BUSINESS.
It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.

T/32/06
SPRAYING VERGE EDGES 
It was proposed by Councillor M. Daly, seconded by Councillor C. King:
“That this Committee recommends that the Parks Department end the process of spraying verge edges and service bollards and strimms edges as this process is unsightful and does not eradicate the problem”.



The following report which had been circulated was READ and NOTED.
“The Parks Department activities practised around trees, bollards, signs, lighting standards and wall/ground interfaces consist of a combination of spraying, mulching around trees and strimming.  

The control of vegetation, including grass is necessary at these locations to improve the areas visually and to reduce the maintenance task. The most cost effective and efficient method is to spray the area with a residual herbicide and if this is done in time, then there is no unsightly presence of dead foliage.  Mulching is also effective and enhances the area but is highly labour intensive and if the mulch has to be purchased, is an additional cost. This method is employed in areas such as the Tallaght Town Centre.

Strimming as suggested by the Councillor is labour intensive, requires several visits per year and the strimming can cause serious damage to the bark of trees.  However, there are occasions where this method of vegetation control is employed when spraying may not have been done”.
Councillor M. Daly requested that the motion be RE-ENTERED on the Agenda for the next meeting of the Tallaght Area Committee dealing with Parks Business.
T/33/06
ARDMORE ESTATE

It was proposed by Councillor M. Corr, seconded by Councillor C. King:

"That the Parks Department ensure that all residents in the Ardmore Estate are included in a consultation process with respect to the taking in charge issues relating to the green spaces in the estate".



The following report which had been circulated was READ and NOTED.
“The Council has been in contact with the developer and those residents living directly adjacent to the main open space in Ardmore estate, with regard to the taking in charge of this area by the Council. 

Every effort will be made to consult with all local residents groups and with other Council Departments to ensure the outstanding issues are resolved to the satisfaction of all concerned”.
T/34/06
SKATE PARK IN TALLAGHT
It was proposed by Councillor M. Daly, seconded by Councillor C. King:
“That this committee requests the Manager to locate a site for a skate park in Tallaght central area to enable people to begin a process of fund raising planning etc"

The following report which had been circulated was READ and NOTED.
“The proposed skatepark at Lucan is a pilot project for the Council.

The operation of this skatepark will be monitored and reviewed after which the possibility of providing additional skatepark facilities in other locations, will be examined”.
Councillor M. Daly requested that the motion be RE-ENTERED on the Agenda for the next meeting of the Tallaght Area Committee dealing with Parks Business.
HOUSING BUSINESS
T/35/06
QUESTIONS

It was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney, seconded by Councillor J. Hannon and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13, questions12-18 inclusive, be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”

T/36/06
LOOSE RUBBLE OUTSIDE HOUSES
QUESTION : Councillor Marie Corr.

“To ask the Manager, to say if he is aware of the necessity to clean up loose rubble opposite the houses at *(address supplied) since it is being used as missiles to cause damage to windows and property in the area and will he note that a very minimal amount of work would secure this area.”

REPLY:  

The loose rubble opposite these units are part of a private construction site, which is almost completed, under the Deerpark Housing Development. The Architects Department has been made aware of this complaint and will liaise with the builder to alleviate the problem and to ensure that the development is finished to a high quality standard.

T/37/06
GROUP HOUSING SCHEME FOR FORTUNESTOWN B

Question:
Councillor M. Corr

“To ask the Manager to provide a detailed status report with respect to the motion passed at the adjourned special meeting of the council 9th May 2005 which states the following:  

“That this Council in the provision of a Group Housing scheme for Fortunestown ‘B’ commits to achieving the urgent essential services for the people of West Tallaght supports the implementation of a timetable, concluding December 2007.  This timetable to include:

· The provision of a comprehensive social integration programme within local schools

· Provision of additional crèche and playground facilities

· The sustainable operation of the existing all-weather pitches

· The sustainable operation of the local Swimming Pool

· The upgrading of St. Aidan’s Halting Site

· The sustainable operation of the Brookfield Community & Youth Facility.

This timetable to be subject to a six-monthly report to the Tallaght Area Committee commencing June 2005.”

And to ask the manager to make a statement with respect to any delays in the provision of the aforementioned projects?”

Reply:

At the Council meeting held on 9th of May 2005, it was agreed that a report detailing progress in the areas outlined in the motion passed at that meeting relating to facilities and programmes in the Brookfield area would be presented twice yearly to the Tallaght Area Committee. 

The first such report was presented to the Area Committee in the second half of last year. 

In line with the terms of the motion passed on the 9th of May 2005, it is proposed to present a Headed Item report in relation to this matter to both the January and June meetings of the Area Committee. A report in compliance with the motion is therefore presented under item no. HI 14 on the agenda of today’s meeting.

T/38/06
RUSSELL SQUARE – RESIDENTS/TENANTS REPRESENTATIVE GROUP

QUESTION : Councillor Marie Corr.

"To ask the Manager to report on progress with respect to the setting up of a Residents/Tenants representative group in the Russell Square development, to indicate any barriers to the setting up of such a forum and how he proposed to overcome these barriers?"
REPLY:  

Meetings with tenant representatives from the Local Authority Houses at Russell Square were organized in November and December 2005 at Jobstown Community Centre. The Estate Management Officer, the Allocations Support Officer and Community Garda for the area were in attendance. It is envisaged to have these meetings on a monthly basis.

Russell Square is predominantly private, affordable and voluntary housing, with local authority housing accounting for 25 % of the total amount of houses. Therefore, the setting up of a forum will have to involve shared responsibility and equal representation of the various groups on the estate. As an initial step, arrangements are in place for the Estate Management Officer to meet with representatives of the various Housing Associations involved in order to establish a co-ordinated approach to the estate. Meetings have been arranged over the coming weeks to discuss issues in this regard.

T/39/06
TALLAGHT CENTRAL AREA – ANTI SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR
QUESTION : Councillor Mark Daly.

"To ask the Manager to outline the Council’s plans to deal with anti-social behaviour in the Tallaght Central area given the Manager’s recent commitment to tackle this issue?”

REPLY:  

Following on from the adoption by the Council of the Housing Departments Anti-Social Policy, an implementation procedure / Operational Plan was put in place to allow for the formation of best-practice guidelines for the operation of the Policy.

The Operational Plan is based on the four principles of the Policy, i.e. Prevention, Enforcement, Support and Rehabilitation. Various actions have been put in place to address the various aspects of the Departments programme for dealing with anti-social behaviour. Initiatives such as pre-tenancy training programmes, the integration of the Estate Management and Allocation Support Sections, and various youth focussed projects are some of the initiatives that have been undertaken since the introduction on the Policy. 

The Allocations Support Section has been supplemented with administrative staff, which allows the Investigating Officers more time to complete the functions of investigating, interviewing and enforcing actions against perpetrators of anti-social behaviour in our housing estates.

A database has been set up to record all reported incidences of anti-social behaviour which enables the Investigating Officers to keep accurate records of incidents and reports, and allows a more strategic approach in identifying specific areas that are the focus of anti-social behaviour.

The area of Central Tallaght, along with all other areas of the County, will be examined on an Area Committee basis, in consultation with the elected representatives to identify areas of public open space, laneways, vulnerable gardens and side walls, that are now, or are likely to become targets of anti-social behaviour. 

T/40/06
PRIVATE RENTED ACCOMMODATION – RAS

QUESTION:   Councillor M. Daly

“To ask the Manager to outline any progress made on the initiative to use private rented accommodation for the Council’s Housing needs ‘RAS’?”

REPLY:

RAS (the Rental Accommodation Scheme) for which South Dublin County Council is one of the lead authorities was recently commenced in the county.  Under RAS the Council will be entering into availability contracts with private landlords whereby the Council will have exclusive nomination rights to the properties for the duration of the contract.  Initially only those who have been in receipt of Rent Supplement for a minimum of 18 months and who have a long-term housing need qualify to transfer to RAS.

There are approximately 3,800 RS recipients in South Dublin of which approximately 3000 are on the Council’s Housing Waiting List.  

The RAS unit will be working its way through these cases over the next three years as they hit the 18 month threshold.

At the end of 2008 the scheme will be reviewed by Government and, if successful, it has the potential to become a very significant element of social housing provision.

The advantages of the Scheme are:

1. Elimination of poverty traps – unlike RS, tenants will be allowed to take up permanent employment.

2. Better standards of accommodation will be enforced.

3. A new Social Housing tenure option.

4. Security of tenure--the Private Residential Tenancies Act provisions apply.

5. Better value for money for the state – RS rent levels will be negotiated downwards in most cases.

6. Should drive tenancy registration and tax compliance.

7. Should assist in eliminating ghettoisation and in attaining better tenure mix and social integration.

Incentives for landlord:

Guaranteed medium to long-term income stream without having to collect rent plus not having to repeatedly arrange for voids to be re-let

Incentives for tenants:

Secure tenure, good quality accommodation in private estates available on medium/long-term basis with the state paying the bulk of the rent.

Incentives for Housing Authority:

An additional accommodation option/stream and control over all Social Housing options in the administrative area.

Dealing with anti-social behaviour

All RAS tenants will be vetted in the same way as council housing applicants.

Landlords will be responsible for dealing with anti-social behaviour even though the local authority has exclusive nomination rights to their property.  The rationale for this is fivefold

1. The incidence of anti-social behaviour in the existing Rent Supplement regime is extremely low.

2. The majority of RAS agreements are likely to be “package deals” where existing properties, tenants and landlords will move as a package from the rent supplement regime to RAS.  In these cases the landlord will have selected the tenant.

3. The Residential Tenancies Act 2004 applies to all tenancies under RAS.  Accordingly, the landlord and the tenant have recourse to the Private Residential Tenancies Board (PRTB).  Tenants who engage in anti-social behaviour will be in breach of their tenancy obligations under the Tenancy Agreement thus giving the landlord grounds to terminate the tenancy.

4. Housing Authorities have formal vetting arrangements in place with the Gardai, the Area Health Service Executive and the local estate management committees to check the background of prospective RAS tenants.  This process is considered more thorough than the normal meeting between the landlord and the prospective tenant.

5. The Government and Housing Authorities want to ensure the effective implementation of RAS and Housing Authorities will make every effort to ensure that RAS tenants do not engage in anti- social behaviour.  Housing Authorities will have formal agreements with tenants in this regard and RAS tenants will be made aware that engaging in such behaviour could put their future entitlement to all state housing supports at risk.

Rent Levels:

Rents will reflect local market rents.  However, housing authorities are charged with making savings on current rent supplement rent levels.  The rent payable will be the subject of negotiation but rents may not exceed the current rent supplement rent level and a reduction in that rent will be sought in return for:

1. The landlord not having to collect rents for the duration of the RAS contract.

2. The landlord not having to fill vacancies (advertise and interview prospective tenants) for the duration of the RAS contract.

3. The fact that the average yield across the private rented sector is 11 months rent per annum due to vacancies/tenant turnover.

4. The very bankable asset that a guaranteed RAS rent payment represents.

5. Guaranteed prompt payment, in advance, by a state agency.

Tenants rent contributions will be the same as the DR rents for standard Council houses.

Security of Tenure:

The introduction of RAS along with the protections offered under the PRTB will improve security of tenure for RAS tenants.

The core principle of RAS is that the Landlord and Tenant relationship remains between those parties with the Council acting as broker or agent on behalf of the tenant. The Landlord retains responsibility for all insurances, for the upkeep and maintenance of the property and for dealing with Anti Social Behaviour if it arises.

Rent Supplement will remain as an income support mechanism for accommodation emergencies and will continue to be administered by the local Community Welfare Officers.

Current Status:

To date the RAS Section has received 48 client referrals from the Health Services Executive. Thirty rent supplement recipients/tenants have attended information meetings to have the scheme explained to them and to ascertain their interest and eligibility. 

Landlord interviews/negotiations have also commenced. 

Five transfers to the RAS Scheme were successfully completed in December 2005.

The remaining 43 cases are still in process and are at various stages of advancement.

Further referrals have been requested and this process will continue over the period of the scheme up to the end of 2008.
T/41/06
ANTI- SOCIAL COMPLAINTS

QUESTION : Councillor Cathal King.

“To ask the Manager, to list in an itemized manner the number of anti-social complaints received in the past twelve months from each estate in the Administrative area of this Committee and further list the number of transfer requests from each estate that cite anti-social as the reason for their application for a transfer and that these lists be drawn up in an effort to identify and target trouble spots with imaginative preventative measures but also reactionary methods when necessary?"
REPLY:  

An itemized list of the numbers of complaints received from each estate in the administrative area of this committee and a list of the transfer applications from each of these Estates for the period 1/1/05 to 31/12/05 is appended below.

The policy of the Housing Department in the event of an application to transfer because of anti-social behaviour is to try to deal with the incidences of anti-social behaviour against the tenant rather than transfer the tenant and still have the substantive issue remain.  A review of the Scheme of Letting Priorities, including that of the transfer policy, has been undergone and as part of this review it is intended to allow for a priority basis consideration of transfer applications on a strictly limited basis. This will allow for transfer applications to receive a priority basis on the consideration of the reasons for the application by the Housing Department.

A programme of works is also envisaged over the next two years to combat areas that will be identified as areas vulnerable to anti-social behaviour. This list will be compiled on an Area Committee basis in consultation with the Local Representatives.

	Estate
	Number of
Complaints 2005
	Number of 
Transfer Requests 2005

	Allenton
	0
	1

	Avonbeg
	2
	1

	Balrothery
	1
	0

	Bawnlea
	17
	1

	Brookview/Brookfield
	17
	2

	Castletymon
	3
	0

	Cushlawn
	10
	2

	Cloonmore
	27
	0

	Donomore
	3
	2

	Dromcarra
	5
	0

	Drumcairn
	6
	2

	Fortunestown
	3
	0

	Garrynisk
	2
	0

	Glenshane
	61
	5

	Homelawn
	1
	0

	Kilcarrig
	7
	0

	Kilclare
	16
	0

	Killinarden
	2
	0

	Kilmartin
	8
	5

	Kiltalown
	26
	0

	Rathe Lawns
	1
	0

	Rathmintin
	1
	0

	Rossfield
	41
	3

	St. Dominics
	1
	0

	Whitebrook
	1
	0

	Greenhills
	1
	0

	Maplewood
	3
	0

	Ard Mor
	5
	2

	Barrack Court
	1
	0

	Jobstown Village Square
	6
	0

	Russell Square
	10
	0

	Totals
	288
	26


T/42/06
TALLAGHT LONE PARENTS CENTRE AT KILMARTIN DRIVE

QUESTION: Cllr. Cathal King

"To ask the Manager, what plans there are, if any for the vacant unit which formerly housed the "Tallaght Lone Parents Centre" at Kilmartin Drive, Fettercairn, stating if it is envisaged that it will be utilised by the housing or by the Community Department?"

REPLY:
The house referred to has been returned to the Council's housing stock and, following the completion of works required to render it suitable for letting, it will be allocated to a housing or transfer applicant.

T/43/06
REPORT ON HOUSING CONSTRUCTION PROGRAMME

The report by the Manager which had been circulated was CONSIDERED:

“The up-to-date position of the construction programme for the County area is set out in the detail below: - 
Completions in 2004 :-

Tallaght Area

	Scheme Name
	No. of Units 
	Completion Dates

	Cushlawn, Phase 1
	6
	February 2004

	Cushlawn, Phase 1
	5
	March 2004

	Cushlawn, Phase 1
	17
	September 2004

	Tymon Park
	2
	April 2004

	Bolbrook 
	11
	June 2004

	Kilcarrig, Phase 2
	4
	August 2004

	Russell Square
	5
	November 2004 

	Killcarrig Phase 2
	4
	December 2004

	Marlfield (Part V)
	27
	December 2004

	Sub Total
	81
	


Lucan/ Clondalkin Area

	Scheme Name
	No. Of Units
	Completion Dates

	Oldchurch 
	4
	February 2004

	Balgaddy “A” 
	84
	February 2004

	Balgaddy "B" 
	44 + (24 Voluntary Units)
	March 2004

	Sub Total
	132 (+24)
	


Terenure/Rathfarnham Area

	Scheme Name
	No. Of Units
	Completion

	Whitechurch Phase 3 
	7
	September, 2004

	Whitechurch Phase 3
	2
	December, 2004

	Sub Total
	9
	


Completions in 2005 :-

Tallaght Area

	Scheme Name
	No. of Units 
	Completion Dates

	Russell Square
	8
	January 2005 

	Russell Square
	39
	February 2005

	Bawnlea
	7
	March 2005 

	Jobstown Village Core
	10
	March 2005 

	Cushlawn, Phase II
	16
	May 2005 

	Russell Square
	47
	June 2005

	Cushlawn Phase 2
	2
	June 2005 

	Russell Square
	16
	July 2005 

	Cushlawn Phase 2
	5
	September 2005

	Daletree, Ballycragh
	8
	September 2005

	Fettercairn Village
	7
	October 2005 

	Fettercairn Village
	6
	November 2005

	Cushlawn Phase 2
	8
	November 2005

	Fettercairn Village
	14
	December 2005

	Sub Total
	193
	


Lucan / Clondalkin Area

	Scheme Name
	No. Of Units
	Completion

	Harelawn (SH 235)
	10
	December 2005

	Moorfield (SH220)
	14
	December 2005

	Liscarne  (SH 188)
	38
	December 2005

	Sub Total
	62
	


Terenure/Rathfarnham

	Scheme
	No. Of Units
	Completion

	Whitechurch Phase 3
	4
	April, 2005

	Whitechurch Phase 3
	4
	May, 2005 

	Whitechurch Phase 3
	2
	July 2005

	Sub Total
	10
	


On Site:-

Tallaght Area

	Scheme Name
	No. of Units on Site
	Completion Dates

	Fettercairn Village, Phase 1  Includes extension to creche & community facility         
	14
	(In Phases)Nov 05 - Feb 06

	Avonbeg, Phase 3
	47
	In phases early February, 2006

	Fortunestown B, Phase 2
	66 (+52 Vol. Units)
	June, 2006

	Fortunestown B, Phase 4
	120
	January 06 , August, 2006

	Fortunestown B, Phase 1
	110
	May, 2006

	Deer Park (Joint Venture)
	119
	(In phases) From February 2006

	Daletree (Part 5/Joint Venture)
	27
	Late 2006 

	Hunterswood (Part V)
	9
	Late 2006  

	Brookfield Village+ Community Facility
	16
	May 2006 

	Deerpark (Part V)
	36
	February 2006 

	Belfry
	35
	December 2006 

	Belgard Square
	44
	

	Sub.Total
	643
	


Lucan / Clondalkin Area

	Scheme Name
	No. Of Units
	Completion

	Moorfield (SH 220)
	30
	January / February 2006 



	Shancastle Ph,1(SH 243)
	26
	January/February 2006

	Balgaddy “C” (SH 161)
	85 + (65 Voluntary Units)
	September 2006

	Balgaddy “D” (SH 209)
	65
	Mid – End 2007

	Balgaddy “E” (SH 210)


	100


	May   2006

	Mayfield (SH 244)
	36
	February 2006

	Ballyowen Part V
	12
	Awaiting contracts

	Sub Total                                      354 (+65 Voluntary Units)


Tenders Recommended

Tallaght Area

	Scheme Name
	No of Units

	Kilcarrig Phase 3 (SH274)
	Tender recommendation in the sum of €13,694,394 for the construction of 80 units by D&I Construction Ltd., Tyrell House, Main Street Blessington, Co Wicklow 

	Cushlawn Phase 3 (SH278)
	Tender recommendation in the sum of €4,148,160 for the construction of 22 units by Owenbee Group, Unit 4, Fairways Mall, Donnabate, Co. Dublin

	Sub Total
	102


Lucan / Clondalkin Area

	Scheme Name
	No of Units

	Kilcronan (SH 182)
	Tender recommendation in the sum of €9,593,479 for the construction of 21 social housing units, 32 voluntary housing units (including Community Centre) by William F. Rowley ltd., 4A Villa Park Road, Blackhorse Avenue, Dublin 7.

	St  Finian’s ( SH 293)
	Tender recommended in the sum of €578,896  for the construction of 4 housing units by Alan Doyle, 511 Orwell Park, Templeogue, Dublin 6W

	Sub Total
	57


Terenure/Rathfarnham

	Scheme Name
	No of Units

	Whitechurch Phase 4 (SH242)
	Tender recommended in the sum of €5,989,252 for the construction of 29 units and a Community Facility by Dunne Contracting Ltd., Unit 6A Block H, Centrepoint Business Park, Oak Road, Dublin 12

	Sub Total
	29 & Community facility


Tenders being examined

Tallaght Area

	Scheme Name
	No. Of Housing Units

	Castlepark
	9(3 specially adapted units)

	Sub Total
	9


Tender Production

Tallaght Area

	Scheme Name
	No. of Housing Units

	Kiltalown Green
	28

	Sub Total
	28


Lucan / Clondalkin Area

	Scheme
	No. of Units

	Rowlagh (SH 165)
	23

	Sub Total
	23


Part 8 Approved by Council:- 

Tallaght Area

	Scheme Name
	No. of Housing Units

	Avonbeg Phase 4 (SH252)
	7 & St Muirins House

	Sub Total
	7


Lucan / Clondalkin Area

	Scheme
	No of Units

	New Road Clondalkin ( SH 286)
	9(Part V option being considered)

	Lindisfarne (SH 297)
	5

	Lealand (SH 279)
	7

	Sub Total
	21


At Concept/Design Stage:-

Tallaght Area

	Scheme Name
	Approx . No. Of Units

	Fortunestown B, Phase3
	120

	Fettercairn Villlage, Phase2
	10

	Kilclare, Phase2
	30 (concepts presented to Tallaght Area Committee Meeting 16/06//2003)

	Kilclare Phase3
	15

	Knockmore House (incl. 15 units for Bernardos)
	60 (concepts presented to Tallaght Area Committee Meeting 16/06//2003)

	Whitestown Stream
	-

	Suncroft
	-

	Whitebrook Park
	- (concepts presented to Tallaght Area Committee Meeting 20/09/2004)

	Stocking Lane
	-(concept under preparation)

	Swiftbrook
	-(concept presented to Tallaght Area Committee Meeting 08/12/04)

	Rossfield Infill
	Concepts being prepared

	Fettercairn Phase 2
	Concept presented to Tallaght Area Committee 7th December 2005

	Castletymon
	Concept presented to Tallaght Area Committee 7th December 2005

	Sub Total
	235


Lucan / Clondalkin Area

	Scheme
	No. of Units

	Nangor
	160

	Balgaddy B1 + Community Centre
	14

	Airlie Heights
	6 

	Tony Kearns Motors Site, Palmerstown
	Concept to be prepared

	Balgaddy F
	Approved plan under review

	Sub Total
	180


Terenure / Rathfarnham

	Scheme
	No. of Units

	Whitechurch Avenue
	Layout being prepared

	Palmer Park
	Preliminary concept to be prepared


Other potential sites are also being examined”.


Mr. P. Murphy, Senior Executive Officer summarised the report.

Following discussion to which Councillors J. Neville, C. King and K. Warren contributed, Mr. P. Murphy, Senior Executive Officer responded to queries raised.   The report was NOTED.
T/44/06
REPORT ON IMPLEMENTATION OF TRAVELLER ACCOMMODATION PROGRAMME
The report by the Manager which had been circulated was CONSIDERED:
“The assessment of Traveller accommodation needs conducted in association with the process leading to the adoption of the Traveller Accommodation Programme 2005 - 2008 indicated that there is a need to provide 215 units of Traveller-specific accommodation throughout the County during the course of the programme.  This accommodation is to cater for both immediate requirements and future family formations.  

The Council adopted the Traveller Accommodation Programme 2005 – 2008 unanimously on 9th May 2005.

The incomplete elements of the previous accommodation programme form the first phase of the current accommodation programme. 

The following is the current position on developments at various stages of delivery in this Area Committee’s jurisdiction. 

Developments in Hand

	Traveller Accommodation Programme 2005 - 2008

	Scheme
	Type and No. of Units
	Part X/8 Advertised
	Architect
	Comments

	Belgard Park
	R.C.P. – 10 Bays
	
	G.A.P.
	Residents moved into RCP on 5th May 2005.

	Daletree Place 
	10 Group Houses
	
	
	Residents moved into houses on 30th August 2005.

	St. Aidan’s Close

Brookfield
	5 Group Houses 
	
	G.A.P.
	Under construction.  Scheduled to be completed by Spring 2006. 

	Hazel Hill Kiltalown Lane

Killinardin
	5 Group Houses 

R.C.P. – 5 Bays
	
	M.V. Cullinan
	On site.  Scheduled to be completed in late 2006.

	Fortunestown
	10 Group Houses – 
	
	SBS Architects
	Currently under construction.

	Rathcoole
	Group Houses – 10
	Part X Completed
	Architects Department
	On hold awaiting resolution of access road issue.

	Stocking Lane
	R.C.P. – 10 Bays
	Completed
	G.A.P.
	Awaiting cost plan approval from Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government. 


Following discussion to which Councillors J. Neville, C. King, J. Hannon, K. Warren, M. Murphy, M. Corr and J. Daly contributed, Mr. P. Murphy, Senior Executive Officer responded to queries raised.  The report was NOTED.
T/45/06
SIX MONTHLY REPORT ON IMPLEMENTATION OF TIMETABLE OF PROGRAMMES AND SERVICES IN THE WEST TALLAGHT AREA(FOLLOWING FROM MOTION ADOPTED AT COUNCIL MEETING OF 9TH MAY, 2005 AT WHICH THE TRAVELLER ACCOMMODATION PROGRAMME 2005-2008 WAS ADOPTED

The report by the Manager which had been circulated was CONSIDERED:
“The Council, at its Special Adjourned Meeting held on 9th May 2005, adopted the Traveller Accommodation Programme 2005-2008. During the course of the meeting the following motion was tabled by Councillor C. Jones and seconded by Councillor Eamonn Walsh:

“That this Council in the provision of a Group Housing scheme for Fortunestown ‘B’ commits to achieving the urgent essential services for the people of West Tallaght supports the implementation of a timetable, concluding December 2007.  This timetable to include:

· The provision of a comprehensive social integration programme within local schools

· Provision of additional crèche and playground facilities

· The sustainable operation of the existing all-weather pitches

· The sustainable operation of the local Swimming Pool

· The upgrading of St. Aidan’s Halting Site

· The sustainable operation of the Brookfield Community & Youth Facility.

This timetable to be subject to a six-monthly report to the Tallaght Area Committee commencing June 2005.”

Following discussion the motion was passed.

Group Housing Scheme at Fortunestown

A report on Public Notification procedure under Part 8 of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001- 2003 for the proposed construction of Traveller-specific accommodation comprising ten. Group houses and all necessary associated ancillary works on a site at Fortunestown, Tallaght, Dublin 24 was noted by the Council at its meeting on 11th July 2005. 

Following receipt of cost plan approval from the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government, preparatory work for the construction of the ten group houses began in late December 2005.  

Schools Programme

Prior to 9th May 2005 there had been a series of meetings with the Principal of St. Aidan’s Community School. The programmes that operate within the school already are most impressive and include breakfast clubs, homework clubs, the School Completion Programme and indeed the school was the first in Dublin (second nationally) to introduce the Discipline for Learning Programme a number of years ago.  Following the discussions with the Principal there has also been a meeting with the Department of Education to progress matters and there are due to be meetings with all of the teachers.  A sample programme has been developed which includes:-



Transfer Programme for Primary School Students Changing to Second Level - including visits, timetable inductions, approach to discipline and teacher introductions

Educational Summer Project for Travellers - incorporating numeracy and literacy activity.  It would target those entering 1st Year and those entering second year

Reading Recovery Programme to increase literacy levels among senior primary and junior second level students

Refresher Discipline for Learning Programme - Reward based whole school approach to behaviour

Extension of Anger Management Programme - to enable students develop skills to articulate emotions in non-aggressive tones

Home Visitors Programme - training Traveller parents to be home visitors to other Traveller Families explaining the school environment

Further discussions have taken place between the Council, the Department of Education and St. Aidan’s Community school. The Head of the Council’ I.T. Department is engaged in detailed discussions with the Principal of St. Aidan’s school with regard to the Mo Bhaile project regarding a detailed proposal on the creation of an e-learning project which will enhance educational achievement among new school entrants.  The Department of Education is currently arranging a meeting with the National Centre for Technology in Education to progress this project.  

Crèche and Playground facilities

It is the intention that crèche and playground facilities will be provided in the area as part of the overall development.  All necessary assistance will be provided by the Council to a local childcare group in accessing funding through A.D.M (Area Development Management Company).  

In endeavouring to action this objective, the first step is to secure funding approval from ADM who operate childcare funding schemes on behalf of the Department of Justice, Equality and Law Reform.   The Council is currently preparing an application for funding, which will be submitted to ADM within the next 4 - 6 weeks.  A Local Childcare Committee is in the process of being formed to advance the project.  The Council will work alongside the Committee continuously through the process of attaining approval and to proceeding with this project.

All Weather Pitches

The Council is represented on the Board which oversees the management of the Jobstown all weather pitches. The pitches are managed by Jobstown All Weather Pitch Ltd. The operation of the pitches is satisfactory. The Council will continue to be involved in this project.

Swimming Pool

The swimming pool and sports hall development is progressing well and is ahead of schedule. The anticipated opening date at this stage is September 2006. A management company to provide services to the facility has been approved and contract details are currently being negotiated.

Brookfield Community and Youth Facility

As outlined in the last report to the Area Committee, the facility is on schedule and it is anticipated that it will be completed during the middle of this year. The                 re-furbishment of the existing Brookfield Centre is complete and the centre is now fully operational.  

St. Aidan’s Residential Caravan Park

As previously agreed, it is proposed in conjunction with the construction of the five group houses, to carry out upgrading / refurbishment works to the existing residential caravan park and details, including costings, in this regard are at present being finalised.  

The proposal will in particular address the environmental upgrade of the area to the front of the existing site and will be designed in a manner so as to integrate the existing developments into the new developments. It is intended that the works will greatly improve the visual appearance not just of the immediate area but also the wider area especially the site under development to the south east and the proposed site to the south west. The integration of these developments into the existing Brookview development is also being examined as part of the overall design exercise and it is anticipated that finalised proposals which will form the basis of a design approach to the entire Brookfield Road streetscape will be available for presentation to the February 2006 Area Committee”
Mr. P. Murphy, Senior Executive Officer spoke on the report.

Following discussion to which Councillors M. Corr, C. King,  and M. Daly contributed, Mr. P. Murphy, Senior Executive Officer and Mr. P. Smith, Director of Community Services responded to queries raised.  The report was NOTED.

T/46/06
NEW WORKS


It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.

T/47/06
CORRESPONDENCE

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.

T/48/06
CATHAOIRLEACH’S BUSINESS.

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.

T/49/06
BOUNARY WALL OF RUSSELL SQUARE
It was proposed by Councillor M. Corr, seconded by Councillor E. Maloney:
"That the Architects address as a matter of urgency the condition of the boundary wall of Russell Square given the omission of an agreed report on the matter to the last Tallaght Area Committee"

The following report which had been circulated was READ:
“The design team for this development reports that the levels of the existing boundary wall comply fully with the Building Regulations, however due to changing levels along this boundary it does not appear to be visually correct when viewed from an external angle.  However the view internally is correct in all respects.

The matter has been raised with the design team on a number of occasions but an aesthetic solution which would be more appropriate from both external and internal views is not possible.  It is considered likely that the residents of the development would object to any alterations which would not be considered appropriate from their prospective”.
Following a contribution from Councillor M. Corr, Mr. P. Murphy, Senior Executive Officer responded to queries raised.    The report was NOTED.
T/50/06
16 KILTALOWN ROAD – BOUNDARY WALL


It was proposed by Councillor C. King, seconded by Councillor M. Daly:
“That this Committee calls on the Manager, to clarify his position in relation to the provision of a boundary wall to the rear of 16 Kiltalown Road, while understanding there appears to be an issue with a spring in the garden but recognizing the resident in question is in need of the aforementioned wall for privacy and security reasons further calls on the manager to make provision for this wall as soon as possible”.
The following report which had been circulated was READ:
“Following an investigation of this issue by staff of the Estate Management Section, arrangements were put in place to contract out this work. It was not possible to have the work completed in 2005, however, it has been placed on a list of works to be carried out in 2006 and work is expected to commence early in the New Year.

The Councillor will be notified directly by the Estate Management section, on completion of this work”.
Following a contribution from Councillor C. King, Mr. P. Murphy, Senior Executive Officer responded to queries raised.   The report was NOTED.

T/51/06
LANE BETWEEN 60 DONOMORE PARK & BOUNDARY OF KILLINARDEN PARK

It was proposed by Councillor C. King, seconded by Councillor M. Daly:

 “That this Committee calls on the Manager to arrange for the “Laneway” between 60 Donomore Park and the boundary of Killinarden Park to be extinguished as it serves no purpose other than creating a rat run for stolen cars and a hang out for anti-social elements for the area”.
The following report which had been circulated was READ:  

“The property mentioned is under the ownership of NABCO Voluntary Housing Association. The Estate Management Officer for the area is determining the ownership of the laneway in question. Only when this is completed can the process of extinguishment of the right of way can be commenced.

The Estate Management Officer will contact the Councillor directly as soon as this process can be put in place”.
Following discussion to which Councillors C. King, M. Daly and M. Corr contributed, Mr. P. Murphy, Senior Executive Officer responded to queries raised.   The report was NOTED.
T/52/06
SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS
It was proposed by An Cathaoirleach, Councillor E. Maloney, and AGREED that in accordance with Standing Order No. 76 to suspend standing orders to deal with a motion in the name of Councillor E. Maloney:

It was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney, seconded by Councillor K. Warren:

“That this Committee requests the Housing Department to meet representatives of St. Dominic’s Housing Association to discuss progress on the provision of emergency accommodation for young homeless people in Tallaght”.

Following discussion to which Councillors E. Maloney, K. Warren, J. Neville, M. Daly, C. King, J. Daly, M. Murphy and J. Hannon contributed, Mr. P. Murphy, Senior Executive Officer responded to queries raised.   The report was NOTED and it was AGREED that Housing Department would meet with St. Dominic’s and that a report be made to the February meeting of the Tallaght Area Committee dealing with Housing Business.
The Meeting concluded at 5.20 p.m.

Siniú:
______________________

Dáta:
________________

An Cathaoirleach







