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COMHAIRLE CONTAE ÁTHA CLIATH THEAS
SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL
[image: South Dublin County Council Crest]
MEETING OF SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL
Monday, June 12, 2017
QUESTION NO.23
QUESTION: Councillor F. Timmons
To ask what steps SDCC is making to ensure that people are registered to vote and if there is a plan to do a campaign to get people to register to vote. 
REPLY:
Work on the Draft Register of Electors for 2018/19 has commenced and the following procedures will be undertaken:
A personal call is made to each household to ascertain if details on the current register are up to date.  
Deletions and additions are noted at this call.  
In the absence of a reply at the door an RFA form (registration form) is left.  
The RFA form requests that EVERY person in the household entitled to vote be included on the form.  The RFA form is pre-addressed to South Dublin County Council and is FREEPOST to facilitate a safe and speedy return of same.  
[bookmark: _GoBack]A Draft Register based on information received at the door and on RFA forms, is published on 1st November each year.  The Draft is produced on Pink Paper to make it easily identifiable and is circulated to every Councillor, T.D., Post Office, Garda Station, Library and Council Office and in the County. A national media advertisement campaign, supported by local media advertising by the Council, is undertaken advising the electorate to check the Draft to ensure that they are registered to vote.   This advertising campaign will specify the time frame within which electors can request additions/ corrections / deletions i.e. 1st November to 25th November.
Following the publication of the Draft Register further necessary changes to be effected will be recorded by means of a "Claims List"(a list of submissions made by electors during the prescribed period 1st November to 25th November)  
Following confirmation of the Claims List the Draft Register will be updated accordingly and the Final Register will be published on the 1st February and will come into effect on the 15th February 2018.  
In advance of an election or referendum a further opportunity is afforded to potential electors to apply for inclusion in the Supplementary Register of Electors and an advertisement campaign is also carried out. 
It must be noted that the ultimate responsibility for ensuring the right to vote rests with the individual and the Local Authority is a facilitator to this process by means of data capture, publication and distribution of the Register of Electors.  Every opportunity is afforded during the compilation of the draft Register, the claims period, and the preparation of the Supplementary Register to ensure that all potential voters the opportunity to check that they are on the Register and to apply for inclusion in the register.  
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