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Report of Environment Public Realm & Climate Change SPC Meeting held on 16th May 2017 in IT Conference Room
In attendance

Elected Members

Councillor Pamela Kearns, Chair

Councillor Danny O’Brien

Councillor Ed O’Brien

Councillor Frances Timmons
Sectoral Interests

Connie Kiernan

Officials

Teresa Walsh, Director of Service

Chris Galvin SE

Mary Maguire, SEO

Sorcha O’Brien, EAO
Cathaoirleach Councillor Pamela Kearns presided.  

Item 1: Minutes of Environment SPC meeting held on 6th February 2017
The Minutes of Environment SPC meeting held on 6th February 2017 were proposed by Councillor D. O’ Brien, seconded by Ms Connie Kiernan.
Item 2:  Review of Social Credit Scheme
A comprehensive report on the recent and ongoing review of the Social Credit Scheme was presented by Environmental Awareness Officer Sorcha O’Brien.  The review focused on certain aspects including:
· Participation / Registration of new groups
· Communications / promotion mechanisms: 
· Continuous assessment of benefits and rewards available / availability / distribution of materials / Potential for expansion – non monetary assistance
· Potential for greater interdepartmental collaboration
Item 3: Solar (Big Belly) Bin Pilot - Selection of location for On - Street Pilot
The meeting agreed to a more comprehensive “on-street” Solar (Big Belly) Bin Pilot than initially envisaged, and Rathfarnham Village area was deemed most suitable for this pilot.  
It was agreed that 5 Solar (Big Belly) Bins be provided, and it was also agreed to liaise with DLR Co. Co. who had already significantly invested in these bins.

The outcome of this pilot will inform whether or not a future replacement programme (on a phased basis) can be considered.
Item 4:  River Basin Management Plan for Ireland (2018-2021)
A presentation was received on the second cycle Draft River Basin Management Plan which is currently out on a six month public consultation process. The second cycle takes a different approach to river basin management planning to that adopted during the first cycle plans. There is a single river basin district approach to plan preparation.
Implementation structures have been strengthened to ensure more effective and coordinated delivery of measures and it is intended to publish the final approved River Basin Management Plan by December 2017. The discussion that followed focused primarily on the following 
· Liffey / Dodder/ Camac

· Priority focus – fish 

· Complexity of urban areas / treatment options  / “misconnections” - surface v foul network

Item 5:  Climate Change  
A report on progress of the Dublin Regional Climate Change Strategy and the preparation of Climate Action plans such as a Local Adaptation and Mitigation Plans was noted.  
SDCC in conjunction with the three other Dublin Local Authorities and Codema are producing these plans. A cross departmental Climate Change steering group has been established in each Local Authority and have started work in relation to producing the plans.
Item 6 –Flood Alleviation and Surface Water Schemes
A report on the following schemes was circulated and Noted.
· Ballycullen Stream Flood Alleviation Scheme
· River Poddle Flood Alleviation Scheme
· Camac Flood Alleviation Scheme
· Whitechurch Stream Flood Alleviation Scheme
· Surface Water Minor Capital Works – 2017 (Multiple )
 Ongoing works
Provision has been made for ongoing maintenance works to address pluvial and other flooding issues at various locations such as the following rivers and streams; 

· Camac River 

· Poddle River clearing 

· Jobstown Stream 

· Whitechurch Stream 

· Owendoher stream   
Item 7 Teen Space - Update on commencement of public consultation

A report outlining the commencement of consultation process on teen spaces and facilities in 2017 was NOTED.

It is intended to provide facilities for teenagers in parks and open spaces in South Dublin County; including provision of Youth Cafés (where appropriate). 

It was noted that the Community Department is also involved in this study which will be reported on to the Elected Members as the study is progressing.
It was agreed to use as many communication channels as possible in order to reach the target audience.

Item 8 Draft Burial Grounds Strategy
The meeting noted the development of a draft Burial Ground Strategy, which is being informed by an internal review of processes, procedures, capacity, costs and charges.

Further analysis of these areas is required before strategy is finalised.
Item 9 Graffiti Removal Protocol

A discussion on graffiti took place with particular focus on the blight of graffiti on utility boxes and the potential to develop street art / street canvas in similar fashion to that developed in certain areas of the city.

It was noted that the concept of placing art of utility boxes in the County is currently being explored: issues to be considered include budgetary and procurement requirements, planning permission requirements, insurance requirements, cross departmental liaison and external stakeholder collaboration.

The position will remain under review in terms of potential for 2018 or further years.

The meeting concluded at 19.25
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