Land Use Planning and Transportation
Headed Item for Tallaght ACM March 27th 2017.

                                                                                                                                       History on the pedestrian way on open space between Raheen Close and Whitebrook Estate
The pathway between Raheen Close and Whitebrook Park was constructed some years prior to 1995 to facilitate pedestrians of Raheen Estate and adjoining areas who use the path as a shortcut to
· the bus stop on Blessington Road

· the shops at Fortunestown Shopping Centre and
· to schools in the general area.

17/05/95

Roads Department received a petition from 40 residents in 




Raheen Close requesting closure of the pedestrian way at rear 
                                    of 51 – 61 Raheen Close due to anti-social behaviour.

16/10/95

Community & Parks Meeting - Item No. 16
                                  
Question from Cllr. Co. O’Connor on proposals to close the 




Pedestrian way.
Reply:   The Council would have no objection to the affected residents on Raheen Close incorporating the area of open space between the boundary of their rear garden walls and the pathway into their gardens provided that a continuous wall is erected by all of the residents along the edge of the path and that they comply with any other conditions which may be agreed by the Council.

24/10/95
a Letter issued from Parks Dept to Whitebrook Residents Association to inform them of ACM Reply 16/10/95.
4/12/95
Parks  referred to the Roads Department  to initiate extinguishment procedure. At Roads & Traffic Meeting   18/12/95 members Agreed to initiate Procedure. 
15/1/96

Public Notice published in Irish Independent – Objections/




representations to be made before 5pm on 29/2/96.
15/03/96
Further Objections to proposed closure from 66 Residents of Whitebrook Park were received after closing date.

Roads & Traffic & Environment Committee Meeting 30/05/96

It was Agreed to hold an Oral Hearing.


Oral Hearing was held 02/09/96 


3 residents supporting – Raheen Close


3 residents opposing – Whitebrook Park

Recommendation:  Closure subject to area between Nos. 53 – 

       
       65 Raheen Close being incorporated into 
                   

       adjoining gardens in its totality.


Housing Department are examining a proposal for infill housing at both ends of walkway.


Residents should be asked to submit a comprehensive plan regarding the incorporation of the area into adjoining gardens prior to any decision being taken to extinguish the public right-of-way.

05/11/96
Letter from Gardai in Tallaght - No objection from Gardai to closure due to anti-social behaviour.
01/05/2004

Further petition from 250 Residents of Raheen area requesting 


closure of laneway due to anti-social behaviour.
13/5/04                       From Gardai
                                   This location is a hot spot for anti-social behaviour. Teenagers are 
 
                       almost nightly consuming intoxicating liquor and behaving in a 
 
                       disorderly fashion to the extent of committing a Breach of the Peace.                      
04/04/2005

Further petition from 42 residents of Whitebrook Park  
                     objecting to closure.

02/06/11
Notification of  anti-social behaviour at Raheen/Whitebrook

13/06/11
Housing examining these lands for possible infill housing and to revert to Roads.

15/06/11
Correspondence from Housing stating no infill housing for the foreseeable future

26/11/12
From Parks Department to Minister B Hayes.
                                    Securing of the area with 2.4m high palisade security fencing, to include a vehicle gate for maintenance, may be the simplest solution, subject to local agreement with the residents and the conclusion of the extinguishment of the PROW. 

28/11/12
From Parks Department to Minister P Rabbitte.
Enquiry regarding any submissions/complaints recently – none received.


12/12/13

Parks reply to CC Enquiry 37936



Signed petition was submitted to SDCC on the l6th October last from the 
    
                          residents of Whitebrook opposing the closure of the laneway at the above 
                          location. In order for a report to be brought before the Elected Members for 
 
             proposed extinguishment of the public right of way at this location,


                          Consensus to the proposed extinguishment is required from residents of 
 
                          both estates. To date, this consensus is not forthcoming.


                          If and where consensus is agreed and the public right of way is 
 
                     
                        extinguished, the Council will arrange to fence off the site and will continue 
                          to maintain the enclosed area.

Update March 2017
It was requested following discussion of Motion 10 in the name of Councillor Cora McCann that a Headed Item on the matter be brought to the March meeting of the Tallaght ACM   
"That this Committee calls on the Chief Executive to close off the laneway between Raheen and Whitebrook estates following the recent attack in the laneway and the ongoing issues with anti-social behaviour in this area."

Housing Department have no current plans for infill development at the location.
Environment Water and Climate Change

· EWCC position has not changed from 2013 i.e. if and where consensus is agreed by residents on both sides,  and the public right of way is extinguished, the Council can arrange to fence off the site and will continue to maintain the green area(s).

· The Council will continue to require access to any existing underground services 

· There is no financial providing in 2017 budget for any such works.

· Closed off lanes generally present problems for public realm with escalation of illegal dumping instances EWCC

Land Use Planning and Transportation

LUPT recognises the value of the route from a permeability point of view and is prepared to install public lighting along the route which it is hoped would alleviate issues of anti-social behaviour.
