COMHAIRLE CONTAE ÁTHA CLIATH THEAS
SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL

[image: image1.jpg]



Minutes of Environment Public Realm & Climate Change SPC Meeting held on 1st November 2016 in IT Conference Room
In attendance

Elected Members

Councillor Pamela Kearns, Chair

Councillor Enda Fanning
Councillor Danny O’Brien

Councillor Ed O’Brien

Councillor Deirdre O’Donovan

Sectoral Interests

Connie Kiernan

Officials

Teresa Walsh, Director of Service

Mary Maguire, SEO

Sorcha O’Brien, EAO
Apology

Cllr Brian Lawlor

John O’Farrell
Donie Anderson

Cathaoirleach Councillor Pamela Kearns presided.  

Item 1: Minutes of Environment SPC meeting held on 6th September 2016
The Minutes of Environment SPC meeting held on 6th September 2016 were proposed by Councillor Kearns, seconded by Councillor Ed O’ Brien.
Item 2:  Matters arising from the meeting

Ms. Kiernan sought an update on the Flood Alleviation Schemes.

Teresa Walsh, Director of Services and Cllr. Kearns responded.  It was further agreed to circulate an update on the schemes to the committee members.  
Headed Item 3: Report on Abandoned Cars 
The following report as circulated was considered:

“Abandoned vehicles are a major blight on the environment and cause considerable concern to the public.   The issue appears to be nationwide and is being considered at local and regional level by WERLA. 
The following is an overview of the current processes and procedures applied in the management of this complex issue.

Relevant Legislation includes:

· Waste Management Act 1996 

· Litter Pollution Act 1997, as amended 

· Road Traffic Act 1961 / Road Traffic (Removal, Storage and Disposal of Vehicles) Regulations, 1983. 

· European Union (End of Life Vehicles) Regulations 2014 

Section 71 of the Waste Management Act, 1996, as amended, states that a vehicle must not be abandoned on any land and that both a person who abandons a vehicle and the registered owner shall be guilty of an offence.

It further describes "abandoned" as follows:  “abandoned”, in relation to a vehicle, includes left in such circumstances or for such period that it is reasonable to assume that the vehicle has been abandoned, and cognate words shall be construed accordingly

The Road Traffic (Removal, Storage and Disposal of Vehicles) Regulations, 1983 specify that a vehicle which has been abandoned on a public road or in a car park may be removed by or on the authority of a road authority, and that where an officer or an Inspector of the Garda Síochána requests a road authority to remove an abandoned vehicle, the road authority shall comply with such request.  

A road authority may take such steps, including the making of an arrangement with any person, as they think fit, for the removal of an abandoned vehicle in a particular case or generally, and for the storage of a vehicle so removed.

Section 2 of the The Litter Pollution Act 1997, as amended describes as follows 'litter means a substance or object, whether or not intended as waste (other than waste within the meaning of waste under the Waste Management Act 1996, as amended, which is properly consigned for disposal) that, when deposited in a place other than a litter receptable or other place lawfully designated for the deposit, is or is likely to become unsightly, deleterous, nauseous or unsanitary, whether by itself or with any other such substance or object, and regardless of its size or volume or the extent of the deposit' 
Section 3.1 of the same act relating to prohibitions states that no person shall deposit any substance or object so as to create litter in a public place or in any place that is visible to any extent from a public place.

Section 6 of the act places a duty on occupiers of land and provides that the occupier shall keep the land free of litter that is to any extent visible from a public place.

Section 9.1 of the act provides for the service of notices and specifies that : Where it appears to a local authority that a person is contravening any provision of Section 6 , or that precautionary measures are required to prevent the creation of litter in the functional area of the local authority, the local authority may serve a notice on the person requiring the person to remove the litter to which the contravention relates or take such other precautionary measures specified in the notice as the local authority considers necessary.
The European Union (End of Life Vehicles) Regulations 2014 (SI No 281 of 2014) came into effect on 30 July 2014. The Waste Management (End of Life Vehicles) Regulations were introduced in Ireland in 2006. These regulations ensure that when a car is scrapped, as much material as possible is recovered and recycled. This takes place in a way that does not harm the environment

Typically, an end-of-life vehicle will be an intact passenger car or a light commercial van that the registered owner wishes to dispose of as waste.

The matter of dealing with abandoned vehicles is an extremely complex one, therefore each case is dealt with on a case by case basis, in many cases in conjunction with the Garda Síochana under the relevant sections of the legislation referred to above.

Complaints relating to abandoned vehicles usually comprise the following:

· vehicles parked for a long period of time without being used 

· vehicles appearing 'overnight' in housing /industrial estates 

· vehicles which are burned out, and 

· vehicles which are categorised as stolen vehicles and in bad condition 

On receipt of a complaint the Council must determine if vehicles are in fact abandoned. The following characteristics are generally common to abandoned vehicles, and one or more will be taken into consideration when determining if a vehicle is abandoned:

· they are untaxed for a considerable period of time 

· they have no evident details of recent activity on the motor tax register eg change of ownership / address 

· they are stationary for a significant period of time 

· they are significantly damaged, in poor state of repair or non-roadworthy (flat tyres / wheels removed etc) 

· missing registration plates 

In some cases burned out cars are reported as abandoned. However, a vehicle in a totally burned out and in a shell state is deemed to be metal waste.

Photographs are obtained of the vehicle to record its location and condition.

It should be noted that certain complaints of "abandoned" cars are solely traffic matters and these are referred directly to the Gardai. 

Similarly, other reports relate solely to "nuisance vehicles" are not in fact abandoned, such as:

· vehicles poorly parked 

· vehicles causing an obstruction 

· vehicles involved in residential parking disputes 

· broken down vehicles 

· Untaxed and uninsured vehicles 

The inspection of the abandoned vehicle by the Council's Warden Service informs the procedure to be applied by the Council for the removal of the vehicle. 

As referred to above, the Council may utilize the provisions of the Litter Pollution Act 1997, as amended, and the Waste Management Act 1996, as amended and Road Traffic (Removal, Storage and Disposal of Vehicles) Regulations, 1983 and the European Union (End of Life Vehicles) Regulations 2014.  

In the case where registration plates are in evident, an ownership check to ascertain the registered owner of the vehicle is requested from the Motor Tax office. (The registered owner has the meaning assigned to it by the Road Traffic Act 1961).  On receipt of same, a letter issues to the registered owner advising of the complaint regarding their vehicle and asking them of their intentions of the vehicle. 

If the vehicle remains in place and is considered to constitute 'litter', within the meaning of the Litter Pollution Act 1997, as amended, the Council may issue a Notice pursuant to Section 3 and / or 9 of the Litter Pollution Act 1997, as amended, requiring the removal of the vehicle.  If this Notice is not complied with, within the timeframe specified in the Notice, the Council will arrange its removal under the Litter Pollution Act 1997, as amended, to an authorised treatment facility (ATF).

Where no registration plates are evident  and the Council pursued all reasonable steps to identify the registered owner of a vehicle, the vehicle shall, pursuant to Section 71 (7)(c) of the Waste Management Act 1996, as amended, become the property of the Council and the Council, can, in good faith, arrange for its removal to an authorised treatment facility.

South Dublin County Council receives complaints on a regular basis regarding "abandoned" vehicles.  However as outlined above, not all such complaints prove to be relative to abandoned vehicles.

The following is an outline of the complaints received since 2014 

· 2014          -     134 

· 2015          -     179 

· 2016 (to date)   387 

Notwithstanding the provisions of the Road Traffic (Removal, Storage and Disposal of Vehicles) Regulations referred to earlier, the Council also continues to work in close collaboration with the Gardai in relation to vehicles which may be "of interest" in the course of their investigations of criminal activity.  END OF REPORT
A conversation ensured during which the complexity of dealing with such incidents under a suite of statutes, thereby requiring a case by case approach, was acknowledged.
It was noted that, given the statistics circulated, this appears to be an escalating issue which may be linked in part to an increase in insurance costs and falling value of scrap metal, and which is also on the regional radar.    

It was agreed to undertake an analysis of the 2016 reported incidents and to provide an update on these incidents (if / how they were resolved) to the next SPC meeting.

In the interim, it was further acknowledged that there is need to have regard to the financial and regulatory matters when dealing with incidents, and to raise with the Joint Policing Committee.
Item 4:  Motion Referred from Council Meeting September 2016 - Social Credit Scheme
"To compliment Management and staff on the working of the Social Credits Scheme and to ask the Chief Executive for an update on its  operation and that a discussion take place on how it might be expanded".

The following report as circulated was noted:
REPORT:
The Social Credits Scheme (SCS) rewards community groups and individuals who take ownership of their environment and improve their local area by carrying out pro-environmental actions such as community cleanups, maintenance of community gardens, graffiti removal and weeding of footpaths.

The scheme was first developed within South Dublin County Council in 2010, and from 2011 to 2012 was promoted nationally and supported by the Dublin Regional Authority as part of the Carbon Social Credit Scheme.

The scheme continues within South Dublin County Council and has proved very successful since.

Non-monetary rewards offered to communities through the scheme are continuously reviewed and are further developed having regard to demonstrated need and available resources.

The following materials are available throughout the county, in the two Council offices and a number of community centres to successful applicants: litter pickers, bags, hi-vis vests, shovels and brushes. Groups who avail of the supports are requested to return the materials following their clean up so that other groups may avail of them.

Following the completion of a review of the Social Credits Scheme in early 2016, additional supports / materials have been introduced  eg paint, paint brushes / rollers.  Native/pollinator seeds, insect motels and bat/bird boxes were also introduced and the aim is to continue to identifying suitable additions to the programme within available resources.

In 2015 over 2350 applications were received and assistance provided through the Social Credit Scheme.

From January to July 2016  1,523 applications have been received and assistance provided through the scheme.

Applicants can apply using our online form which can found on our website www.socialcredits.ie or by contacting us directly at (01) 4149000.  End of Report 

A lengthy discussion ensued with focus primarily on the following:

· Continuous assessment of benefits and awards available

· Promotion mechanisms

· Registration of new associations / committees (with PPN)
· Availability / distribution of materials eg bulbs

· Potential for expansion – non monetary assistance 

· Potential for greater interdepartmental collaboration 

Members of the committee agreed to liaise with their local groups and associations in order to establish their requirements, and to revert back to aid determination of further potential for greater non-monetary assistance. 

Item 5 Interim update on Litter Bin Review
The following summary report as circulated was considered:
Report 

The following is a summary of details relating to the existing litter bin service provision.  It should be noted that the surveying of the existing bin stock is not yet complete, while an up to date listing of the bin stock has been completed the surveying of bins with regard to their condition and other matters is still underway.  It is proposed to revert to the February 2017 SPC meeting with the complete details from those surveys.  

· Attached spreadsheet gives full location listing for each litter bin route

· There are 5 dedicated street litter bin routes covering the following areas

· Lucan, Palmerstown

· Clondalkin, Newcastle

· Rathfarnham, Terenure, Walkinstown

· Tallaght, Firhouse, Ballycullen

· Tallaght, Saggart, Rathcoole

· There are 675 bins serviced in total on these 5 dedicated routes (this number has increased from 585 in 2014 to 675 at present)

· There is one operator per route driving a sideloading truck

· There were 372 tonnes of waste collected from litter bins in 2015

· Litter bins in parks are serviced separately by park maintenance staff

· There are 122 litter bins in park locations

· The cost per annum to provide the litter bin service is €340,000 covering labour, plant and machinery, materials and waste disposal

· The budget provision includes adequate provision for installation of approx 100 bins in total per year (in general these are mostly replacements)

The following list of issues have been raised on membersnet and on the agenda of Area Committees in recent time these issues require further consideration under this review –

· Condition survey of bins to be completed and findings presented to the February 2017 SPC meeting.

· The need to examine the extent of disposal of domestic waste in street litter bins.

· Requests to examine the need for litter bins at all bus stops.

· Requests to substantially increase litter bin provision in parks.

· The need to increase provision of street litter bins around the County, with an emphasis on those areas where there is a deficit in provision at present.

· Need to consider viability of installing compactor bins in some appropriate locations.

· SDCC policy is not to provide dog litter bins, dog waste can be disposed off in the normal street or park litter bins once it has been properly wrapped or bagged.

· The need to assess trial of dog poo bag dispensers, once trial is complete, to determine if this system can assist in reducing the occurrence of dog litter (dispensers are due to be installed this week).

· Examination of membersnet queries relating to litter bins is now also required to establish if any commitments have not yet been honoured.

· Additional funding in budget 2017 for litter management plan implementation.

Requests for litter bins

The following is the list of requests for provision of litter bins received from elected members through both membersnet and ACM business over the period 1 Jan 2015 to 1 Nov 2016.  The status column in the table below indicates the current position regarding each request showing for the most part that a bin has either been installed or a commitment given to do so.  In some cases the request was declined, if the location of the request was deemed unsuitable from the point of servicing for example, and this information is given in the status column also. 

	Location of request
	Source
	Date
	Status

	Rowlagh Community Centre
	ACM
	Sept‘16
	Installed

	Bus stop at Rowlagh C/C
	ACM
	Sept‘16
	Installed

	Junction of Neilstown Road/St Ronans
	ACM
	Sept‘16
	Installed

	St Peter the Apostle Primary School
	ACM
	Sept‘16
	Installed

	Newcastle Village
	ACM
	June‘16
	Installed

	Newcastle graveyard
	Membersnet
	June‘16
	Not installed, location not suitable

	Clondalkin Tesco
	ACM
	Dec’15
	Bin replaced in new location

	Clondalkin SDCC offices
	ACM
	Jan’15
	Bin installed

	
	
	
	

	Griffeen Park, near Old Forge
	ACM
	Oct’16
	Bin due to be installed

	Ballyowen Road, outside Larkfield
	ACM
	May’16
	Location deemed unsuitable

	Griffeen Avenue, opposite Di Bella restaurant
	ACM
	May’16
	Bin due to be installed

	Griffeen Valley Park playspace
	ACM
	May’16
	Location considered not to have a significant litter problem

	Griffen Valley Park, additional bins requested
	ACM
	Sept’16
	19 bins already in place, commitment to install an additional bin at on Griffeen Avenue opposite park entrance

	Request for additional bins in parks to take dog litter
	ACM
	Sept’16
	Commitment to install a litter bin at the proposed dog run for Waterstown Park

	Request for bins at Willsbrook Park
	ACM
	June’16
	Proposal to install a new bin at either end of the footbridge that connects Willsbrook Park with Esker Lane

	Requests from tidy town and community groups for litter bins in numerous locations
	ACM
	Jun’16
	Bins proposed for 7 locations in total – 2 at Willsbrook Park/N4 footbridge, 1 at Cherbury Park/N4 footbridge, 1 at ST Loman’s Road opposite entrance to St Edmonds Park estate, 1 adjacent to The Old Forge estate, 1 on Griffeen Avenue at entrance to Griffeen Valley Park extension and 1 proposed for Waterstown Park in association with the proposed new dog run.

	Request for bins to be installed in parks
	ACM
	May’16
	Bins have been provided at Willsbrook Park,  Hermitage Park (Ballyowen Lane), Lucan Demesne and Griffeen Valley Park.   

	Request for review of litter bin provision in Adamstown
	ACM
	Oct’15
	New bin installed on Station between shops and schools

	Request for dog waste bins at Griffeen Valley Park
	ACM
	Oct’15
	19 bins already in place, commitment to install an additional bin on Griffeen Avenue opposite park entrance

	Request for litter bin at Station Road, Adamstown
	ACM
	Oct’15
	New bin installed on Station between shops and schools

	Request for litter bin at Station Road, Adamstown
	ACM
	June’15
	New bin installed on Station between shops and schools

	Request for review of litter bin provision in Lucan and Palmerstown
	ACM
	Apr’15
	Review under way

	Request for litter bins within Griffeen Park adjacent to the Newcastle Road
	ACM
	Feb’15
	Bin installed at park entrance

	
	
	
	

	Request to remove bin on Osprey Road and move it inside Tymon Park at the Limekiln entrance opposite the bus stop
	ACM
	Sept’16
	Commitment to examine the need for this.  Not done as yet.

	Request for bin at Darglewood Park
	ACM
	Apr’16
	Commitment to examine the need for this.  Not done as yet.

	Request to install a bin on the road between the Templeroan Estate and Sancta Maria School
	ACM
	Mar’16
	Commitment given to install a bin here.

	Request for bin at the entrance to Knocklyon Park at  Ballyboden St. Enda's Clubhouse.
	ACM
	Jan’16
	Bin installed

	Bin request for Ballycullen Road
	ACM
	Dec’15
	Bin installed

	Bin request for Firhouse Road between Mortons Pub and Scoil Carmel 
	ACM
	Nov’15
	Bin installed

	Request for litter bin/ dog poo bin at the green in Boden Park
	ACM
	Sept’15
	Commitment given to install bin, not yet provided

	Request for provision of litter bins at Ballycragh play space
	ACM
	May’15
	3 bins installed

	Request to provide litter bins at the main entrances, exits and car Parks to the River Dodder Linear Park
	ACM
	May’15
	3 bins installed at entrances to the park from Old Bawn Road and Seskin View Road

	Request to provide waste bins and dog poo bag dispensers along the newly opened cycle track from Grange Road to Nutgrove
	ACM
	May’15
	Bag dispenser trial proposed for Rathcoole and Rathfarnham Castle Parks.  Cycle track considered not suitable for litter bin installation.

	
	
	
	

	provision of litter bins within the Kingswood Park
	ACM
	June’16
	Commitment given to examine this

	Provision of a litter bin at the garage walkway at Brookmount 
	ACM
	June’16
	Commitment given to examine this, as it may the responsibility of the garage owner

	
	
	
	

	Request for provision of additional bins around the perimeter of The Square
	ACM
	Feb’16
	Commitment given to examine the requirement here as part of the overall review of the service.

	Request to install additional bins in Tymon Park
	ACM
	Apr’15
	Commitment given to install additional bins.  2 bins installed at park entrances.

	
	
	
	


An accompanying report on the 5 “Bin Routes” as referred to above was circulated and considered in tandem.
A discussion ensued with focus on, inter alia:
· Potential for Big Belly Bins pilot
· Extent of disposal of domestic waste in street litter bins

· Servicing of litter bins
It was agreed that a further report be presented to the February 2017 SPC meeting with a view to making recommendations to full Council thereafter.

Item 6 Interim update on internal Burial Grounds Review
Director of Services Teresa Walsh advised of the following:

· Seventeen Council managed cemeteries within the SDCC area at the locations mapped below, with approximately 2,800 plots currently available for sale
· Service operating at a financial deficit (income €874,000  v expenditure  €1.1m)

· Key Issues of concern and under examination:

· Cost of headstone permit a cause of concern to many bereaved leading to examination of potential for a reduced roll up of cost.
· Standard and frequency of maintenance 
· Anti-social activity
· Illegal dumping
· Non adherence to principles of lawn cemetery 
· Access times
· Human Resources 
The meeting noted that the report will inform development of a Burial Ground Strategy.

Item 7 AOB
· Japanese Knotweed – The following was noted:

A programme to map the occurrence of non-native invasive species was initiated in 2016 by the Heritage Officer in conjunction with Environmental Services, Planning and IT Departments.  Locations are being identifying for inclusion in the general maintenance schedule for 2017. It was noted that this is an issue nationally, particularly in the south of the country and is not all on public lands.
· Political Postering – Cllr Fanning circulated data which he has collated from other countries as part of the work of the subcommittee established to look at options. 

The meeting concluded at 7.00 pm
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