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Dear Colm,

Finian McGrath T.D., Minister for Disabilities, has asked me
to refer to your recent letter cconcerning health services for
people with neuroclogical conditions.

The Programme for Partnership Government includes a commitment
to publish "a plan for advancing Neuro-rehabilitation services
in the community".

The Health Service Executive (HSE) and the Department cof
Health have long appreciated the need to review the situation
with regard to access to specialist rehabilitation services.
Significant steps towards a resolution were taken with the
publication in 2011 of the National Policy and Strategy for
the Provision of Neuro-rehabilitation Services in Ireland
2011 - 2015 and with the development of the Rehabilitation
Medicine Programme within the Clinical Strategy and Preogrammes
Directorate of the HSE.

A National Steering Group, chaired by the Head of HSE
Disability Services Reform Team, with representation from the
Department of Health, Primary Care, Social Care, the National
Clinical Programme for Rehabilitation Medicine and the
Neurological Alliance cof Ireland, has completed an
implementation framework in respect of the recommendations
from the National Policy and Strategy. The Group is currently
considering feedback on the implementation framework which was
circulated to wider stakeholder interest groups for
consultation.
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