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Report of Environment Public Realm & Climate Change SPC Meeting held on 6th September 2016 in IT Conference Room
In attendance

Elected Members

Councillor Pamela Kearns, Chair

Councillor Brian Lawlor
Councillor Enda Fanning
Councillor Danny O’Brien

Councillor Deirdre O’Donovan

Sectoral Interests

Connie Kiernan

Donie Anderson

Officials
Teresa Walsh, Director of Service

Michael McAdam, A/ Senior Engineer

Chris Galvin Senior Engineer
Mary Maguire, SEO

Sorcha O’Brien, EAO
Apology
John O’Farrell
Cathaoirleach Councillor Pamela Kearns presided.  
Prior to the commencement of the meeting Councillor Pamela Kearns and Teresa Walsh on behalf of the committee extended condolences to Connie Kiernan on the recent sad passing of her son Brian.  All attendees were associated with the sentiments expressed.

Item 1: Minutes of Environment SPC meeting held on 10th May 2016
The Minutes of Environment SPC meeting held on 10th May 2016 were proposed by Councillor Kearns, seconded by Councillor Danny O’ Brien.
Item 2:  Correspondence – re: Bin Locking Devices 
Correspondence from PANDA WASTE as circulated was considered and noted. 
This correspondence was in response to communications which issued from this Committee to waste collection contractors permitted and operating within the county, after it had considered a motion at the May SPC meeting following referral from an earlier full Council Meeting.

A discussion ensued which established the advantages and disadvantages of requesting waste operators to provide locking devices or mechanisms to keep refuse bins closed. 

It was agreed to consider the potential to initiate a Regional Awareness Campaign, which reinforces the need for proper storage, presentation and collection of Household Waste, leading perhaps to householders choosing to procure an “off the shelf” locking mechanism. 

Item 3:  Greening Initiative – St Jude’s
The following report as circulated was considered and noted.
“As initiated by Cllr Kearns, Chair of the SPC, and as included in the 2016 draft work programme for this SPC, it was agreed to peruse a local sports centre / club to explore the possibility of engaging in a "greening" initiative.
St Jude's GAA club was selected and as it was considered that the Eco-Merit programme might be suitable, an initial meeting was held with St Jude’s GAA to explore the possibility of the club engaging in this process.

By way of background, €coMerit assists small businesses, medium organisations and large organisations in saving money by looking closely at these costs and finding cost-efficient ways of reducing them, while the business becomes greener at the same time.

€coMerit has been designed to be as simple as possible for the organisation involved. The focus is on cost savings and improvements. There are a number of steps involved in the EcoMerit certification process as follows:

1. Application - Complete the application form 

2. Contract - the contract agreement will be emailed to the organization. When the organization decides to proceed, a visit date is organized and to activate the agreement the Year 1 fee (http://www.ecocert.ie/ecomerit-for-smes/ecomeritt-pricing-structure). The only preparation required for the visit is recent energy, waste and water (if applicable) bills. Ideally going back one year, but if this is a problem, just pull together what is available. 

3. EcoMerit Visit -This is very informal (not an audit or inspection!) It should be hosted by someone in the organisation who is familiar with your arrangements for energy, waste and water and the day-to-day running of the site. The EcoMerit advisor will analyse your bills and then ‘walk and talk’ around the premises with you, looking for cost savings in energy, waste and water. Typically the whole visit takes around three hours. 

4. EcoMerit Data Pack -The €coMerit advisor then goes away, and does any research or investigation needed, and then emails the data pack back, which includes the improvements recommended for consideration. In each case, the expected savings are calculated and the implementation costs and pay-back times are estimated as applicable. The emphasis is on finding cost saving improvements which cost little to implement and which have fast pay-back times. 

5. Decision -The organisation decides which improvements will be implement, and return the completed Data Pack. Typically, the Data Pack will amount to five pages, four of which will have been provided in draft form by the EcoMerit advisor. The €coMerit advisor will also help as may be needed, either by phone, email or personal visit. 

6. Certification - Once the completed Data Pack is returned and approved by the €coMerit Certification Manager, your €coMerit will be issued to you with a validity of three years. 

7. Annual Surveillance - At the start of Years 2 and 3, you will be asked to pay an annual surveillance fee (http://www.ecocert.ie/ecomerit-for-smes/ecomeritt-pricing-structure) and to arrange a suitable time for your €coMerit advisor to call out. He will verify your certification, including your progress on your planned improvements, and also assist with finding further cost-saving improvements for the coming year. 

As a result of the initial exploratory meeting the application form is with St Jude’s for completion and contact has been made with EcoMerits regarding a first site visit.

For additional information on EcoMerits scheme please visit: www.ecocert.ie End of Report 
A discussion ensued with contributions from Connie Kiernan and Councillors Pamela Kearns and Deirdre O’Donovan.

Teresa Walsh Director of Services and Sorcha O’Brien Environmental Awareness Officer responded.   It was confirmed that this is a purely a pilot initiative modelled on a  “Green Business”  scheme (Environmental Management System), and it was confirmed that there will be a full evaluation of this pilot before making any decision to further advance this initiative with other club(s). 

Item 4 Update on Poddle Flood Alleviation Scheme
The following report as circulated was considered
· Minor Improvement Schemes
The New Road, Surface Water Scheme was completed in February. Clearing and Regrading Works were completed on the Oldcourt Stream near the Oakdale and Ferncourt development in April. The Camac River cleaning will be completed in September. The clearing of the Jobstown stream south of the N81 will commence in late September.

The works to replace a section of the Surface Water drainage on Monastery Road has commenced and will be completed in September. Archaeological issues delayed the commencement of that scheme. Full road re-surfacing will take place on Monastery Road during the schools mid-term break in October.

Design difficulties have delayed the commencement of the Tay Lane, Rathcoole, Surface Water Drainage Works, Phase 1 of which will be completed before the end of the year. Planned works for Q4 2016 at Chapel Hill, Lucan are under design. The design of these works have proved challenging due to the topography of the location, however it is still anticipated that the scheme will commence in November.

· Major Flood Alleviation Schemes
The design of the Ballycullen stream flood alleviation scheme is currently being finalised by our Consultants, ground investigation work has delay the planned start date but is now complete. We anticipate that the scheme will commence on site this October.

The Poddle scheme involves work in SDCC and DCC. It is being led by SDCC with input from DCC and the OPW. A tender competition to appoint consultants must be run, the original intension to use a DCC framework is no longer possible. The brief and tender documents for the appointment of Consultants is currently being progressed.

The OPW has proposed the establishment of a steering group to consider works along the Camac River. This steering group will commence shortly with a view to writing a brief for the appointment of Consultants to carry out the design of flood alleviation measures along the route of the Camac. The next meeting with the OPW will be in mid-September.

A site meeting with the OPW was held in June on the Whitechurch stream. A potential scope of works was discussed.   End of Report
Chris Galvin, Senior Engineer;  Michael McAdam, A/ Senior Engineer and Teresa Walsh Director of Services responded to queries raised by Councillor Kearns, D. O’Donovan, primarily in relation to the Ballycullen Scheme and implications for Knocklyon United, and implications and short-term solutions necessary as a result of delays with commencement of the Poddle Scheme essentially due to procurement requirements. 
Item 5 Motion 6 from July Council Meeting – Dedicated postering areas
The following report was considered

“MOTION NO 6 FROM JULY 2016 COUNCIL MEETING
That this Council, investigates designated poster areas instead of postering Ad infinitum, as practiced by French, Italian & Japanese Local Authorities and reports back to the Councillors with a report on same. Further to the report presentation, where the council sees fit, the Environment, Public Realm and Climate Change SPC would consider designated poster areas in South Dublin County and the role out of same. The practice of postering has changed from the days of wall paper paste and cardboard backing being nailed to timber polls, today with modern plastics and cable ties we can see up to 35,000 posters go up over our county. It is unsightly, dangerous to pedestrians / cyclists / road users and this does not include the environmental cost of 35,000 posters. We could be the first Council in Ireland to lead the way this type of environmental and fair system of candidate exposure.

 REPLY:
The following report to the above motion was circulated to the July Council Meeting held on 11th July 2016.

"Currently postering is governed by a suite of relevant legislation as follows:

· Litter Pollution Act 1997 , as amended 

· Protection of the Environment Act 2003 

· Planning & Development Regulations 2001-2013 

· European Parliament Elections Act 1997 

· Local elections Regulations 1995 

· Referendum Act 1994 

· Electoral Act 1992 

· Road Traffic Act 1961 

Reforming the way election candidates reach the public may require political will and legislative change.

National legislation permits election posters and does not per se (subject to road safety)put restrictions on where they should be erected, but rather when they can be erected and when they should be removed.

A working group of the former Environment SPC previously developed a voluntary code of practice to which election candidates in Local Elections in Lucan, Clondalkin and Palmerstown agreed not to erect posters in those villages at the request of the local Tidy Towns groups. However there is currently no legislative provision to enforce this voluntary code, and it was only relative to Local Elections.

It is noted that many European countries apply different mechanisms to facilitate communication between election candidates and voters.  Some place limits on the number of posters and where they may be placed, restricting them, for instance, to designated municipal hoardings. It is also known that in some countries candidates get an equal amount of posters and can post in designated areas only. 

If the motion is passed the Environment, Public Realm and Climate Change SPC can further discuss and research options. However as outlined already any meaningful change will require legislative change and Ministerial direction" . 

The motion was debated and it was agreed as per the terms of the report above to refer the item to the Environment, Public Realm and Climate Change SPC for further discussion. End of Report
A discussion ensued with contribution from Connie Kiernan and Councillors Pamela Kearns, Deirdre O Donovan, Danny O Brien and Enda Fanning.

It was acknowledged that, despite best interest and intention, South Dublin County Council cannot address this issue alone and that central government has an essential role to play.  Nonetheless, it was agreed that a working group should be established from within the Council to look at practice in other jurisdictions. The group should ideally comprise of members from this Committee (Councillors Deirdre O’ Donovan and Enda Fanning) and a representative from the Land Use Planning and Transportation SPC. Such nominee will be sought. 
Item 6 Draft Strategy for Climate Change Adaptation Plans – presentation by Codema

Dr Gerry Wardell delivered a presentation which focused on the following:

· Codema

· Historical content
· Today’s context

· The team

· Climate Change

· Recent significant milestone – USA / China

· Irish Climate Action & Low Carbon Development Act 2015
· Mitigation & Action Plans
· Local Authority obligations

· DLAs approach
· Regional Strategy
· Individual Mitigation & Action Plans 

· 7 focus areas within prescribed timeframes 
· Strategy to be brought to December Council meeting and consultation for Action Plans to commence thereafter with a view to making the plan by end of 2017

Dr Wardell and Teresa Walsh responded to queries raised.

Item 7 Abandoned Cars

As the scheduled meeting time had elapsed, it was agreed to defer consideration of this item until the November meeting

AOB
· OPW - Chris Galvin advised that the OPW is seeking to make presentation to the October council meeting and it was agreed to facilitate the request. 
· Illegal Dumping – incidents escalating and need further consideration. It was noted that the quarterly report on the 2016 LMP Action Plan will be presented at all ACMs in September and there will be opportunity to discuss then.
The meeting concluded at 7.30pm 
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