Minutes of Environment SPC Meeting held on 10th May 2016
in IT Conference Room
In attendance

Elected Members

Councillor Pamela Kearns, Chair

Councillor Paula Donovan

Councillor Brian Lawlor

Councillor Ed O’Brien

Councillor Danny O’Brien

Councillor Deirdre O’Donovan

Sectoral Interests

Donie Anderson




Officials
Michael McAdam, A/ Senior Engineer

Mary Maguire, SEO

Helen Griffin, AO

Jennifer McGrath EE
Apology
Connie Kiernan
Cathaoirleach Councillor Pamela Kearns presided.  
Prior to the commencement of the meeting Councillor Kearns advised of the imminent changeover of SPC Membership following recent elections of former Councillors to the Dáil, welcomed Councillor Brian Lawlor and paid tribute to Councillor Paula Donovan who will be taking up position on the Land Use Planning & Transportation SPC
Item 1: Minutes of Environment SPC meeting held on 2nd February 2016
The Minutes of Environment SPC meeting held on 3rd November 2015 were proposed by Councillor Kearns, seconded by Councillor Danny O’ Brien.
Item 2:  Update on Poddle Flood Alleviation Scheme
The following report as circulated was considered
“Minor Improvement Schemes
The New Road, Surface Water Scheme was completed in February. Clearing and Regrading Works were completed on the Oldcourt Stream near the Oakdale and Ferncourt development in April. It is hoped to commence a section of the Surface Water Scheme on Monastery Road near the Castle in mid-May. The remainder of the works will be done during the school holidays to reduce the resultant traffic disruption. The Tay Lane, Rathcoole, Surface Water Drainage Works will be also carried out during the summer holidays to avoid traffic disruption.

Major Flood Alleviation Schemes
The design of the Ballycullen stream flood alleviation scheme is currently being finalised by our Consultants. We anticipate that the scheme will commence on site this summer.

The Poddle scheme involves work in SDCC and DCC. It is being led by SDCC with input from DCC and the OPW. We intend to appoint Consultants in the coming months to carry out the detailed design work. The brief for the appointment of Consultants from the DCC Framework is being finalised with DCC.

The OPW has proposed the establishment of a steering group to consider works along the Camac River. This steering group will commence shortly with a view to writing a brief for the appointment of Consultants to carry out the design of flood alleviation measures along the route of the Camac.

A site meeting with the OPW has been arranged to establish the scope of potential works on the Whitechurch stream.

The ESB gave a presentation to the Lucan Area Committee regarding their management of the Liffey Dams during rainfall events”.  End of Report
Michael McAdam, A/ Senior Engineer responded to queries raised by Councillor Kearns, Lawlor, and D. O’Brien in relation to cost benefit analysis for potential additional OPW schemes,  delay with Poddle Scheme, and Knocklyon FC and support from residents in Ballycullen for the Ballycullen Stream Scheme.
Item 3 Draft Casual Trading ByeLaws
The following report as circulated was considered.

“Statutory Basis

Section 6 (1) of the Casual Trading Act 1995, as amended, (the Act) provides a statutory requirement on each local authority to make bye-laws in relation to the control, regulation, supervision and administration of casual trading in its functional area.

In accordance with Section 6 of the Act, there is a prescribed procedure for making Casual Trading Bye-Laws, including a statutory public consultation process.

The making of Casual Trading Bye-Laws is a reserved function of the Council in accordance with Section 6 (9) of the Act.
Review

Casual Trading Bye-Laws were last made by South Dublin County Council in 1998.   

A review of the Bye-Laws was initiated in January 2016 with the establishment of a working group, comprised of representatives from the following departments:

Economic Enterprise and Tourism Development

Architectural Services 

Housing, Social and Community Development 

Land Use Planning and Transportation

Environment, Water and Climate Change

An initial pre consultation draft document was presented to the February 2015 meeting of the Environment, Public Realm and Climate Change SPC.  Following broad agreement, the draft document was developed and a more comprehensive draft document was circulated to all members of the SPC and members of the working group on 19th February 2016. 

Public Consultation Process.

The public consultation process for the Draft Casual Trading Bye-Laws was initiated in March 2016 with the draft document and associated maps published on the Council’s website on 18th March 2016 and copies of the documents being made available in the Council offices in both Tallaght and Clondalkin and all Council libraries from that date.  

Notice of the Council’s proposal to make new Bye-Laws to control and regulate casual trading in its administrative area was published on 17th March 2016 in the Echo and Gazette newspapers.

Copies of the Draft Casual Trading Bye-Laws were circulated directly to the following: 

· Members of Environment, Public Realm and Climate Change SPC

· Elected Members of South Dublin County Council

· South Dublin Chamber of Commerce

· Existing Casual Trading Licence Holders

· Ice Cream Vendors

The closing date for submissions / observations was 29th April 2016, which could be made in writing, by email or on the Council’s new online Public Consultation portal.  
List of persons or bodies who made submissions or observations with respect to the Draft Casual Trading Bye-Laws 
Six (6) submissions were received. 

The following is the list of the parties who submitted formal observations or submissions:-
SDCC Online Public Consultation portal:

	Name
	Organisation

	Eamonn Doyle

	Unknown

	Mayor Sarah Holland
	Councillor (on behalf of Sean Flanagan)

	Mayor Sarah Holland
	Councillor (on behalf of IOMST)

	Greg Quinn
	IOMST (Traders’ Membership Organisation)


In writing:

	Name
	Organisation

	Nicky Coules
	Councillor (on behalf of Sean Flanagan)

	Sean Flanagan
	Casual Trading Licence Holder


Issues Raised

The issues raised in the submissions are broadly categorised under the following headings:

	General Issue
	Council Response

	Casual Trading Area Size
	Size of casual trading area will be determined on a case by case basis depending on location delineated by markings at the boundary by SDCC. 

	Fees 
	Fees have not been revised since 1998 and are considered reasonable for a licence to trade for 12 months.

	Succession Rights
	There are no succession rights and applications from agents/family members will be considered on merit.

	Application Process
	Application process is necessary to ascertain that insurance, Health & Safety, management of litter/waste, traffic issues have been considered, where necessary.   

	Times of Trading
	SDCC reserves the right, where necessary, to specify days and times of trading, depending on location.

	Obligation to Obey Directions
	Required by Section 10 of the Casual Trading Act 1995

	Revoking of Licence
	Licence will not be revoked without allowing Licence Holder an opportunity to explain absence.

	Granting of More than One (1) Licence for any Casual Trading Area
	This will depend on location.


Recommendation:

The Draft Casual Trading Bye-Laws, drafted in accordance with the Casual Trading Act 1995, as amended, is now before the SPC with a view to recommending it to the June 2016 meeting of South Dublin County Council”.  End of Report
Helen Griffin, AO and Mary Maguire SEO responded to queries raised primarily those in relation to fees, succession rights, revoking licenses and allocation policy (namely on assessing multiple applications for a single trading area).
It was agreed to make provision for an assessment mechanism on multiple applications for a single trading area within the ByeLaws –  on an allocation by lottery basis, and to circulate wording to the SPC members for sigh off before submission for recommendation to the June 2016 Council Meeting. 
Item 4 Q1 Litter Management Plan

The following update was noted
	
	Actions
	Responsibility 
	Update 

	

	
	Promote and encourage use of all relevant legislation, regulations and bye-laws
	Enforcement & Licensing
	Continued active enforcement of all the provisions of the Litter Pollution Act 1997, as amended.

	
	Continue to operate the Customer Relations Management Systems (MembersNet, FYS, Customer Contact System, Environmental Complaints System) to track complaints/reports from initial contact to resolution 
	Enforcement & Licensing
	Q1 2016

1266 complaints received & logged


	
	Continue to investigate all complaints thoroughly 
	Enforcement & Licensing
	 Q1 2016

1266 complaints investigated

	
	Provide a co-ordinated targeted warden service in known litter/dumping locations
	Enforcement & Licensing
	Continued monitoring of acute dumping areas by Litter Warden service



	
	Carry out targeted foot patrols in towns and villages
	Enforcement & Licensing
	Ongoing foot patrols by Litter Warden service, with particular emphasis on county towns and villages

	
	Issue Fixed Penalty Notices for breaches of environmental legislation, regulation and bye-laws, including littering, illegal dumping, dog fouling and unauthorised signage, where adequate evidence is available
	Enforcement & Licensing
	Fixed Penalty Notices issued

Q1 2016

83 – illegal dumping/litter 
28 – unauthorised signage
  3 – dog fouling

124 Fixed Penalty Notices issued

	
	Initiate legal proceedings for non-payment of Fixed Penalty Notices, where appropriate
	Enforcement & Licensing
	Legal Proceedings 

Q1 2016

34 new cases referred for prosecution

 9 cases and 1 appeal listed for court hearing

	
	Initiate direct legal prosecution, where appropriate
	Enforcement & Licensing
	Q1 2016 Direct Prosecutions

No Direct Prosecutions initiated

	
	Examine potential branded vehicles for SDCC Warden Service
	Enforcement & Licensing
	Currently being examined. Discussion held with staff involved.

	
	Review Warden Service uniform 
	Enforcement & Licensing
	Currently under review.  Discussion held with staff involved.

	
	Use overt and covert CCTV cameras to monitor areas prone to illegal dumping and to support enforcement action
	Enforcement & Licensing
	Enhanced CCTV installed at two acute dumping locations in an effort to counter the challenge of persistent illegal dumping. Two other locations currently being assessed for site suitability.



	
	Pilot emerging technologies to support enforcement
	Enforcement & Licensing
	On foot of analysis carried out as part of piloting of the Audio Messaging Devices in 2015, six further locations are currently being examined for suitability, with regard to dumping (2), graffitti (1) and dog fouling (3)



	
	Operation of village cleaning programme including weekend service
	Public Realm
	Village cleansing programme ongoing in all town and village centres on a daily basis Monday to Friday and also on Sundays.  The structure of this service will be examined and reorganised once additional staff are in place.

	
	Planned and scheduled cleanups of identified litter blackspots in the county
	Public Realm
	Planned and scheduled clean-ups of blackspots is ongoing – 40 of these scheduled by Public Realm in January 2016, 43 in February.

	
	Servicing and maintenance of Bring Banks to ensure that they are litter free
	Public Realm
	74 recycling/ bring centres.  Textiles facilities serviced by three (3) service providers Regional contract in place for the servicing (emptying) of the glass/ can recycling banks. 

The service at glass/ can recycling banks varies in accordance with the level of need. Most frequently used facilities are emptied every 3-5 days,
Difficulties that arose over Christmas at certain bottle banks was due to a decision taken directly by the contractor not to provide additional servicing over the holiday period at some sites and has been resolved to ensure NON reoccurrence.

Clean ups at bring sites carried out by public realm staff as follows – 185 in January 2016, 184 in February.

	
	Review litter bin provision in Public Realm having regard to Litter Bin Placement Protocol
	Public Realm
	Litter bin provision being reviewed in tandem with Dog Foul receptacles initiative

	
	Use of schedule management system to target and remove graffiti from public property
	Public Realm
	Graffiti reports logged and areas inspected to determine property status.

Referrals for Utility companies logged.

Pilot of protocol for removal from 3 private properties being considered 

	
	Advance additional Memorandums of Understanding with utility companies in relation to graffiti removal
	Public Realm
	4 MoUs in place with utility providers. 1st Quarterly review meeting scheduled with each provider for end of March 

	
	Publicise and promote the Litter Management Plan
	Communication & Awareness
	The English and Irish version of the LMP has been received. Planning of the NSC commenced. The LMP and recycling centres will be included in the promotion as part of NSC                

	
	Initiate graffiti and dog litter advertisement campaign
	Communication & Awareness
	Anti-dog fouling is currently promoted through a number of initiatives.                                           

	
	Examine potential for Street Art Graffiti Scheme
	Communication & Awareness
	Locations for the Street Gallery project are currently being reviewed 

	
	Administer Anti-Litter And Anti- Graffiti Awareness Grant
	Communication & Awareness
	 The ALAG grant has been advertised.    Applications  sent to DOE by deadline of  16th March

	
	Promote Anti-Litter And Anti-Graffiti poster and slogan competition
	Communication & Awareness
	The winners of the poster and slogan comp were selected. Winners presented with certificate by Mayor as part of Eco-Week.

	
	Promote Tackle Litter cinema advertisement campaign
	Communication & Awareness
	"Tackle Litter" and "Man in a van" adverts in the HYPERLINK "file:///C:/Users/sorchaobrien/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Litter%252525252525252520%252525252525252526%252525252525252520Graffiti/Anti%252525252525252520Litter%252525252525252520Grant/Anti-Litter%2525252525252525202015/Applicants/1.%252525252525252520SDCC%252525252525252520Cinema%252525252525252520Campaign/Cinema%252525252525252520Campaign"VueHYPERLINK "file:///C:/Users/sorchaobrien/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Litter%252525252525252520%252525252525252526%252525252525252520Graffiti/Anti%252525252525252520Litter%252525252525252520Grant/Anti-Litter%2525252525252525202015/Applicants/1.%252525252525252520SDCC%252525252525252520Cinema%252525252525252520Campaign/Cinema%252525252525252520Campaign" HYPERLINK "file:///C:/Users/sorchaobrien/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Litter%252525252525252520%252525252525252526%252525252525252520Graffiti/Anti%252525252525252520Litter%252525252525252520Grant/Anti-Litter%2525252525252525202015/Applicants/1.%252525252525252520SDCC%252525252525252520Cinema%252525252525252520Campaign/Cinema%252525252525252520Campaign"LiffeyHYPERLINK "file:///C:/Users/sorchaobrien/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Litter%252525252525252520%252525252525252526%252525252525252520Graffiti/Anti%252525252525252520Litter%252525252525252520Grant/Anti-Litter%2525252525252525202015/Applicants/1.%252525252525252520SDCC%252525252525252520Cinema%252525252525252520Campaign/Cinema%252525252525252520Campaign" Valley and IMC Tallaght from 11/09/15 to 19/02/2016

	
	Promote the use of existing ‘off leash’ dog run areas in public parks
	Communication & Awareness
	Promoted #ourcouncilday



	
	Promote the Green Dog Walkers Initiative (responsible dog ownership) in conjunction with renewal and purchase of dog licences
	Communication & Awareness
	Quoting process completed – awaiting delivering of bags for issue with licences.                                                                 

	
	Initiate Anti Dog Litter Campaign
	Communication & Awareness
	Quoting process completed – dispensers received awaiting delivering of bags  for pilot programme in parks

	
	Promote and support National Spring Clean
	Communication & Awareness
	 NSC materials have been ordered and will be distributed during Spring Clean month (April). Launch to include - press release and photo call to include promotion of LMP and recycling centres.                                                                        

	
	Promote and support the PURE Initiative
	Communication & Awareness
	The PURE project was promoted though the Green Schools Newsletter.                                              

	
	Promote and support Tidy Towns Initiative through grant schemes, e.g. LA21, Anti-Litter And Anti-Graffiti Awareness
	Communication & Awareness
	The ALAG grant was been advertised Applications  sent to DOE by deadline of  16th March

	
	Support community clean ups through Social Credit Scheme
	Communication & Awareness
	January 2016 - 174 applications  February 2016 - 183 applications  March 2016 - 196 applications

	
	Review management of material stocks to support environmental projects
	Communication & Awareness
	Review ongoing. 

	
	Review participation and success of Green Schools Programme
	Communication & Awareness
	98 Primary and 33 Secondary registered for green school programme 



	
	Promote the prevention of litter through the Green Schools Programme
	Communication & Awareness
	1. Anti-Litter workshops took place in schools (29 workshops in total, reaching roughly 900 young people with the Anti-Litter message).                          2. Anti-Litter & Anti Dog Foul poster competition took place this month. 

3. A total of 13 Green school assessments took place.

 

	
	Pilot Scheme to promote reuse of drinking bottles targeting gyms, sports centres and Secondary Schools
	Communication & Awareness
	Meeting held with Managers of Clondalkin, Tallaght and Lucan leisure centre regarding initiative  

	
	Promote Seasonal Recycling and Awareness Campaigns
	Communication & Awareness
	"Think Reduce Reuse and Recycle this Spring" message is currently on till receipts from a number of shops.


Helen Griffin AO and Mary Maguire SEO responded to queries raised by the members primarily in relation to Cash for Cars Signs/ End of Life Vehicles, Illegal dumping, role of NRA, hours of surveillance / warden service, illegal burning of waste and graffiti / street art.
Item 5 National Climate Change Adaptation Framework

Jennifer McGrath EE delivered a [presentation which focused on the following:

Jennifer McGrath EE delivered a presentation which focused on the following:

· Climate Action and Low Carbon Development Act 2015

· National Transitional Objective (NTO) (Section 3)

· National Mitigation Plans (Section 4)

· National Adaptation Frameworks (Section 5)

· Impact for SDCC – requirement to notify Minister of intention to adopt or its having adopted mitigation measures and propose an Adaptation Strategy within prescribed timeframes

· A National Adaptation Framework (NAF), the government invites views for this strategy for the application of adaptation measures which can be submitted until the deadline of 20May16.

· Impact of the Act on LAs

· Make use of the existing and forthcoming tools

· Create an Interdepartmental Climate Change Team to produce a plan and framework

· Annual Transitional Statement to the Dáil (Section 14) The Minister is required to make a statement every year on national progress in implementing the mitigation and/or adaptation policy measures and the effectiveness of those policy measures

Jennifer McGrath EE, Michael McAdam A/ SE and Mary Maguire SEO responded to items raised including potential for Dublin Regional Approach, the positive activity currently being undertaken within SDCC ,and the long-term potential and payoff from “passive” housing.
Item 6 Preparation of Bio Diversity Plan & update of Heritage Plan - For circulation purposes only

Members noted the reports as circulated and discussed the potential benefits from development of biodiversity spaces in housing estates, on which Councillor Donovan proposes to make a submission.
Item 7 AOB

· April Council Meeting Motion 
“That this Council, noting the high levels of litter resultant from green, brown and black bins blowing over in windy conditions, seeks to enforce a requirement for all companies involved in bin collection to provide devices or mechanisms to keep bins closed even in the case of falling, and for such a requirement to be implemented via the Environment SPC”.

While noting there is no legislation which provides that waste receptacles should contain locking mechanisms, and that Waste Collection Operators are conditioned under the terms of their Waste Collection Permit (WCP) issued by the National Waste Collection Permit Office (NWCPO), the meeting noted the merits and demerits of introduction of such measures.  It was agreed send details of the motion to the waste collectors operating within the county for their observation and comment.
· Dodder Clean Up – Councillor Donovan updated the meeting and circulated images
on a recent clean-up in Rathfarnham which was aided significantly by EWCC and expressed appreciation for the support. 
· Green Scheme – Councillor Kearns advised the meeting of recent very positive 
discussions with Environmental Awareness Officer and St Jude’s GAA in relation to their potential engagement in a pilot programme towards development of a new “ Green Scheme”.
The meeting concluded at 7.10pm 
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