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MEETING OF TALLAGHT AREA COMMITTEE (1)

Monday 16th January 2006

Headed Item  HI-15
Six-Monthly Report on Implementation of Timetable of Programmes and Services in the West Tallaght Area (following from motion adopted at Council Meeting of 9th May 2005 at which the Traveller Accommodation Programme 2005-2008 was adopted)
The Council, at its Special Adjourned Meeting held on 9th May 2005, adopted the Traveller Accommodation Programme 2005-2008. During the course of the meeting the following motion was tabled by Councillor C. Jones and seconded by Councillor Eamonn Walsh:

“That this Council in the provision of a Group Housing scheme for Fortunestown ‘B’ commits to achieving the urgent essential services for the people of West Tallaght supports the implementation of a timetable, concluding December 2007.  This timetable to include:

· The provision of a comprehensive social integration programme within local schools

· Provision of additional crèche and playground facilities

· The sustainable operation of the existing all-weather pitches

· The sustainable operation of the local Swimming Pool

· The upgrading of St. Aidan’s Halting Site

· The sustainable operation of the Brookfield Community & Youth Facility.

This timetable to be subject to a six-monthly report to the Tallaght Area Committee commencing June 2005.”

Following discussion the motion was passed.

Group Housing Scheme at Fortunestown

A report on Public Notification procedure under Part 8 of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001- 2003 for the proposed construction of Traveller-specific accommodation comprising ten. Group houses and all necessary associated ancillary works on a site at Fortunestown, Tallaght, Dublin 24 was noted by the Council at its meeting on 11th July 2005. 
Following receipt of cost plan approval from the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government, preparatory work for the construction of the ten group houses began in late December 2005.  

Schools Programme

Prior to 9th May 2005 there had been a series of meetings with the Principal of St. Aidan’s Community School. The programmes that operate within the school already are most impressive and include breakfast clubs, homework clubs, the School Completion Programme and indeed the school was the first in Dublin (second nationally) to introduce the Discipline for Learning Programme a number of years ago.  Following the discussions with the Principal there has also been a meeting with the Department of Education to progress matters and there are due to be meetings with all of the teachers.  A sample programme has been developed which includes:-


Transfer Programme for Primary School Students Changing to Second Level - including visits, timetable inductions, approach to discipline and teacher introductions


Educational Summer Project for Travellers - incorporating numeracy and literacy activity.  It would target those entering 1st Year and those entering second year


Reading Recovery Programme to increase literacy levels among senior primary and junior second level students


Refresher Discipline for Learning Programme - Reward based whole school approach to behaviour


Extension of Anger Management Programme - to enable students develop skills to articulate emotions in non-aggressive tones


Home Visitors Programme - training Traveller parents to be home visitors to other Traveller Families explaining the school environment

Further discussions have taken place between the Council, the Department of Education and St. Aidan’s Community school. The Head of the Council’ I.T. Department is engaged in detailed discussions with the Principal of St. Aidan’s school with regard to the Mo Bhaile project regarding a detailed proposal on the creation of an e-learning project which will enhance educational achievement among new school entrants.  The Department of Education is currently arranging a meeting with the National Centre for Technology in Education to progress this project.  
Crèche and Playground facilities

It is the intention that crèche and playground facilities will be provided in the area as part of the overall development.  All necessary assistance will be provided by the Council to a local childcare group in accessing funding through A.D.M (Area Development Management Company).  

In endeavouring to action this objective, the first step is to secure funding approval from ADM who operate childcare funding schemes on behalf of the Department of Justice, Equality and Law Reform.   The Council is currently preparing an application for funding, which will be submitted to ADM within the next 4 - 6 weeks.  A Local Childcare Committee is in the process of being formed to advance the project.  The Council will work alongside the Committee continuously through the process of attaining approval and to proceeding with this project.

All Weather Pitches

The Council is represented on the Board which oversees the management of the Jobstown all weather pitches. The pitches are managed by Jobstown All Weather Pitch Ltd. The operation of the pitches is satisfactory. The Council will continue to be involved in this project.

Swimming Pool

The swimming pool and sports hall development is progressing well and is ahead of schedule. The anticipated opening date at this stage is September 2006. A management company to provide services to the facility has been approved and contract details are currently being negotiated.

Brookfield Community and Youth Facility

As outlined in the last report to the Area Committee, the facility is on schedule and it is anticipated that it will be completed during the middle of this year. The                 re-furbishment of the existing Brookfield Centre is complete and the centre is now fully operational.  
St. Aidan’s Residential Caravan Park
As previously agreed, it is proposed in conjunction with the construction of the five group houses, to carry out upgrading / refurbishment works to the existing residential caravan park and details, including costings, in this regard are at present being finalised.  

The proposal will in particular address the environmental upgrade of the area to the front of the existing site and will be designed in a manner so as to integrate the existing developments into the new developments. It is intended that the works will greatly improve the visual appearance not just of the immediate area but also the wider area especially the site under development to the south east and the proposed site to the south west. The integration of these developments into the existing Brookview development is also being examined as part of the overall design exercise and it is anticipated that finalised proposals which will form the basis of a design approach to the entire Brookfield Road streetscape will be available for presentation to the February 2006 Area Committee.
