158
734

	COMHAIRLE CHONTAE ATHA CLIATH THEAS


	SOUTH  DUBLIN  COUNTY  COUNCIL


MINUTES OF MEETING OF THE TALLAGHT AREA COMMITTEE 

(Dealing with Housing, Environment, Community, Parks)
HELD ON 7th DECEMBER,  2005
PRESENT

	Councillors
	Councillors

	Corr, M
	King, C

	Daly, J
	Maloney, E

	Daly, M
	Murphy, M

	Hannon, J
	Neville, J

	Jones, C
	Warren, K


An Cathaoirleach, Councillor E. Maloney presided.

OFFICIALS PRESENT

	Director of Community Services
	P. Smith

	Senior Executive Officers
	J. Quinlivan, P. Murphy, 

	Administrative Officers
	T. O Neill, P. Fleming, G. Fitzgibbon

	Principal Environmental Health Officer
	D. O Brien

	County Architect
	B. Brennan

	Senior Architect
	P. De Roe

	County Librarian
	T. Walsh

	Senior Staff Officer
	J. Kelly

	Staff Officer
	K. Nicholls


An Cathaoirleach, Councillor E. Maloney announced to the Members that the Mayor has agreed to postpone the Christmas Tree Lighting Scheduled for this evening and they will be notified regarding a future date.
T/1092/05
CONFIRMATION AND RE-AFFIRMATION OF MINUTES

Minutes of Tallaght Area Committee Meeting held on 21st November, 2005 which had been circulated, were submitted and APPROVED as a true record and signed.  

It was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney, seconded by Councillor C. King and RESOLVED:

“That the recommendations contained in the Minutes of the Tallaght Area Committee held on 21st November, 2005 be ADOPTED and APPROVED".

HOUSING  BUSINESS

T/1093/05
QUESTIONS

It was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney, seconded by Councillor J. Hannon and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13, questions 1-5 inclusive, be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”

T/1094/05
NAMING OF ESTATES
QUESTION: Councillor Marie Corr

"To ask the manager to give a breakdown per estate by naming both the estates and indicating the numbers of houses in each estate in the Tallaght South area in the following categories - (a) Houses already occupied (b) Houses under construction and ( c) Projected numbers of houses per planning permissions granted to date?"

REPLY:
Data on dwelling numbers by estate is not available.   The requested information is available only by Electoral Districts.   The most recent survey was carried out in February 2005.   The table below includes the data for all of the electoral districts in Tallaght South.   It should be noted however that the EDs of Edmondstown and Firhouse-Ballycullen include areas to the north of the M50 that are in the Terenure - Rathfarnham Electoral Area

	Electoral District 

 
	Existing Housing Units 

 
	Housing units under construction 

 
	Permission Granted - Not commenced 

 
	Total Committed 

 

	Ballinascorney 

 
	274 

 
	0 

 
	4 

 
	278 

 

	Bohernabreena 

 
	1,355 

 
	8 

 
	8 

 
	1,371 

 

	Edmondstown * 

 
	1,837 

 
	55 

 
	12 

 
	1,904 

 

	Firhouse-Ballycullen * 

 
	2,125 

 
	0 

 
	100 

 
	2,225 

 

	Firhouse Village 

 
	3,573 

 
	213 

 
	133 

 
	3,919 

 

	Rathcoole 

 
	1,339 

 
	2 

 
	37 

 
	1,378 

 

	Saggart 

 
	501 

 
	376 

 
	1,332 

 
	2,209 

 

	Tallaght-Fettercairn 

 
	1,906 

 
	40 

 
	245 

 
	2,191 

 

	Tallaght-Jobstown 

 
	4,613 

 
	467 

 
	498 

 
	5,578 

 

	Tallaght-Killinardan 

 
	1,224 

 
	1 

 
	1 

 
	1,226 

 

	Tallaght-Kiltipper 

 
	2,347 

 
	244 

 
	35 

 
	2,626 

 

	Total 

 
	21,094 

 
	1,406 

 
	2,405 

 
	24,905 

 


·        = These Electoral Districts are divided between Tallaght South and Terenure – Rathfarnham
 
The following is the list of units currently under construction in the Tallaght South Area and schemes where tenders are being examined. 

 

	Scheme Name 

 
	No. of Units on Site 

 
	Completion Dates 

 

	Fettercairn Village , Phase 1  Includes extension to creche & community facility         

 
	28 

 
	(In Phases)Nov 05 - Feb 06 

 

	 
	 
	 

	Fortunestown B, Phase 2 

 
	66 (+52 Vol. Units) 

 
	June, 2006 

 

	Fortunestown B, Phase 4 

 
	120 

 
	August, 2006 

 

	Fortunestown B, Phase 1 

 
	110 

 
	May, 2006 

 

	Deer Park (Joint Venture) 

 
	119 

 
	(In phases) From DEC 2005 

 

	Daletree (Part 5/Joint Venture) 

 
	35 

 
	(In phases ) Dec 2005 

 

	Brookfield Village+ Community Facility 

 
	16 

 
	Jan 2006 

 

	Deerpark (Part V) 

 
	36 

 
	December 2006 

 

	Belfry 

 
	35 

 
	December 2006 

 

	Sub.Total 

 
	565 

 
	 


 

Tenders being examined 

 

 

	Scheme Name 

 
	No. Of Housing Units 

 

	Cushlawn Phase III 

 
	22 

 

	Kilcarrig Phase III 

 
	80 (social/affordable) 

 

	Sub Total 

 
	111 

 


 

The following data is a list of Council estates in Tallaght South with the approximate number of social houses.

	Estates 

 
	No of Units 

 

	Ard Mor
	64

	Bawnlea
	126

	Brookfield Court
	13

	Brookview
	319

	Cloonmore
	208

	Cushlawn
	480

	Donomore
	295

	Dromcarra
	77

	Drumcairn
	169

	Fernwood
	2

	Fettercairn Road
	40

	Fortunestown Crescemt
	32

	Glenshane
	243

	Jobstown Village Square
	10

	Kilcarrig
	124

	Kilclare
	95

	Killinarden
	255

	Kilmartin
	179

	Kiltalown
	249

	Knockmore
	143

	Maplewood 
	2

	MountPelier
	6

	Raheen
	1

	Rathminton
	37

	Rossfield
	221

	Russell square
	115

	Suncroft park
	2

	Sundale Close
	1

	Whitebrook park
	30


T/1095/05
JOBSTOWN VILLAGE DEVELOPMENT

QUESTION: Councillor Marie Corr
"To ask the Manager to as a matter of urgency assess the condition of the surrounding area of the Jobstown Village development and consult with local groups in order to address their concerns with respect to its current neglected state?"

 REPLY:
As previously reported to the Area Committee the area between the two new constructions is the subject of a detailed plan being prepared by the County Architect for the provision of a plaza type area. 

 

Attached is the conceptual plan for the area in question. 

In the interim the County Architect reports that an alternative security system has been ordered.  Arrangements are in hand to clear the surrounding area of any debris which has heretofore been used to attack the development. 
T/1096/05
INFILL HOUSING
 

QUESTION: Councillor Joe Neville

"To ask the Manager to have arranged the resurfacing of *details supplied in view of the damage inflicted by vehicles servicing the completed infill housing at this location and will the Manager make a statement on this urgent issue?"

REPLY:
The Housing Department had several consultations with the local Residents Association which culminated in an extensive list of estate improvement works to be carried out in conjunction with infill housing at Bolbrook Close.  These works have been carried out to the satisfaction of the Residents Association. 

No commitment was given to resurface the roads at Bolbrook Close and Drive. 

T/1097/05
ANTI SOCIAL ACTIVITY

 QUESTION: Councillor Joe Neville

" To ask the Manager for an update on proposals now  or in the past for infill housing at *details supplied  and will the Manager please note the severe anti-social activity at this location and will the Manager outline what objections if any prevented such infill housing at this location and will the Manager make a statement on the matter?."

REPLY:
A preliminary concept was prepared on infill housing on a site between Dromcarra Avenue

and Kilclare and presented to the Area Committee prior to the initiation of the public consultation process. 

Discussions were held with the local residents and representatives of the community council.  Following this process, in view of concerns raised regarding additional locations in the immediate area which are also subject to anti-social behaviour the council expanded its examination to include these additional areas.  Architectural Consultants were appointed and following the consideration of the difficulties identified it was suggested that an overall integrated and holistic plan for the area was required. 

The overall plan was also the subject of a presentation to the Area Committee and as a master plan concept for the Whitestown Stream.  It is anticipated that the final detailed presentation will be completed shortly and will be presented as soon as possible to the Area Committee for consideration. 

 T/1098/05
KILMARTIN AVENUE, FETTERCAIRN

QUESTION:  Councillor K. Warren

"To ask the Manager what action will be taken on foot of a request from residents who live in Kilmartin Avenue, Fettercairn, concerning a request to close the laneway at the back of their homes as a means of closing access to existing open spaces in the area, and given the very recent successes in terms of action taken on Kilmartin Drive and Kilmartin Green, in terms of establishing cul de sacs, if the Manager would progress this application as a means of reducing anti-social activity in the area, and improving the general quality of life for residents who live there, and if he will make a statement on the matter?"

REPLY:

A footpath exists giving access from Kilmartin Avenue to Cheeverstown Road, as a result a public right of way exists over this location.  Therefore, it is necessary to extinguish the public right of way at this location before proceeding with a closure. The Estate Management Officer has held talks with Fettercairn Estate management committee in this regard. A petition to be signed by individual residents concerned is in progress in order to establish support for the proposal. The petition will then be forwarded to the Roads Department of the Council for consideration.  The application will be processed by the Roads Department, as soon as this procedure is complete the Estate Management Officer will be in contact with locals to arrange for an appropriate closure.  The Estate Management Officer will also contact the Councillor to inform her of progress.
T/1099/05
REPORT ON HOUSING CONSTRUCTION PROGRAMME



The report by the Manager which had been circulated was CONSIDERED:

“The up-to-date position of the construction programme for the Tallaght area is set out in the detail below: - 
Completions in 2004 :-

Tallaght Area

	Scheme Name
	No. of Units 
	Completion Dates

	Cushlawn, Phase 1
	6
	February 2004

	Cushlawn, Phase 1
	5
	March 2004

	Cushlawn, Phase 1
	17
	September 2004

	Tymon Park
	2
	April 2004

	Bolbrook 
	11
	June 2004

	Kilcarrig, Phase 2
	4
	August 2004

	Russell Square
	5
	November 2004 

	Killcarrig Phase 2
	4
	December 2004

	Marlfield (Part V)
	27
	December 2004

	Sub Total
	81
	


Completions in 2005 :-

	Scheme Name
	No. of Units 
	Completion Dates

	Russell Square
	8
	January 2005 

	Russell Square
	39
	February 2005

	Bawnlea
	7
	March 2005 

	Jobstown Village Core
	10
	March 2005 

	Cushlawn, Phase II
	16
	May 2005 

	Russell Square
	47
	June 2005

	Cushlawn Phase 2
	2
	June 2005 

	Russell Square
	16
	July 2005 

	Cushlawn Phase 2
	5
	September 2005

	Daletree, Ballycragh
	8
	September 2005

	Fettercairn Village
	7
	October 2005 

	Fettercairn Village
	6
	November 2005

	Cushlawn Phase 2
	8
	November 2005

	Sub Total
	179
	


On Site:-

Tallaght Area

	Scheme Name
	No. of Units on Site
	Completion Dates

	Fettercairn Village, Phase 1  Includes extension to creche & community facility         
	28
	(In Phases)Nov 05 - Feb 06

	Avonbeg, Phase 3
	47
	In phases early February, 2006

	Fortunestown B, Phase 2
	66 (+52 Vol. Units)
	June, 2006

	Fortunestown B, Phase 4
	120
	August, 2006

	Fortunestown B, Phase 1
	110
	May, 2006

	Deer Park (Joint Venture)
	119
	(In phases) From DEC 2005

	Daletree (Part 5/Joint Venture)
	35
	(In phases ) Dec 2005 

	Hunterswood (Part V)
	9
	December 2005 

	Brookfield Village+ Community Facility
	16
	Jan 2006 

	Deerpark (Part V)
	36
	December 2006 

	Belfry
	35
	December 2006 

	Sub.Total
	621
	






Tenders Recommended

	Kilcarrig Phase 3
	Tender recommended in the sum of €13,694,394 for the construction of 80 units by D&I Construction Ltd., Tyrell House, Main Street Blessington, Co Wicklow


Tenders being examined

	Scheme Name
	No. Of Housing Units

	Castlepark
	9(3 specially adapted units)

	Cushlawn Phase III
	22

	Sub Total
	31


Tender Production  

	Scheme Name
	No. of Housing Units

	Kiltalown Green
	28

	Sub Total
	28




Part 8 Approved by Council:- 

	Scheme Name
	No. of Housing Units

	Avonbeg Phase 4
	7

	Sub Total
	7


At Concept/Design Stage:-

Tallaght Area

	Scheme Name
	Approx . No. Of Units

	Fortunestown B, Phase3
	120

	Fettercairn Villlage, Phase2
	10

	Kilclare, Phase2
	30 (concepts presented to Tallaght Area Committee Meeting 16/06//2003)

	Kilclare Phase3
	15

	Knockmore House (incl. 15 units for Bernardos)
	60 (concepts presented to Tallaght Area Committee Meeting 16/06//2003)

	Whitestown Stream
	-

	Suncroft
	-

	Whitebrook Park
	- (concepts presented to Tallaght Area Committee Meeting 20/09/2004)

	Stocking Lane
	-(concept under preparation)

	Swiftbrook
	-(concept presented to Tallaght Area Committee Meeting 08/12/04)

	Rossfield Infill
	

	Brookfield 3, 4 & 5
	

	Fettercairn Phase 2
	

	Castletymon
	

	Sub Total
	235


Other potential sites are also being examined”
Mr. P. Murphy, Senior Executive Officer summarised the report.  Short presentations on proposed infill housing at Fettercairn Village, Phase 11 and at Castletymon were presented by B. Brennan, County Architect and NOTED.
Following discussion to which Councillors C. King, M. Corr, J. Neville, J. Hannon and M. Murphy contributed, Mr. P. Murphy, Senior Executive Officer and B. Brennan, County Architect responded to queries raised.   The report was NOTED.
T/1100/05
REPORT ON IMPLEMENTATION OF TRAVELLER ACCOMMODATION PROGRAMME
 

The report by the Manager which had been circulated was CONSIDERED:
“The assessment of Traveller accomodation needs conducted in association with the process leading to the adoption of the Traveller Accommodation Programme 2005 - 2008 indicated that there is a need to provide 215 units of Traveller-specific accomodation throughout the County during the course of the programme.  This accomodation is to cater for both immediate requirements and future family formations.  

The Council adopted the Traveller Accommodation Programme 2005 – 2008 unanimously on 9th May 2005.

The incomplete elements of the previous accommodation programme form the first phase of the current accommodation programme. 

The following is the current position on developments at various stages of delivery in this Area Committee’s jurisdiction. 

Developments in Hand

	Traveller Accommodation Programme 2005 - 2008

	Scheme
	Type and No. of Units
	Part X/8 Advertised
	Architect
	Comments

	Belgard Park
	R.C.P. – 10 Bays
	23/11/02 
	G.A.P.
	Residents moved into RCP on 5th May 2005.

	Daletree Place (Ballycragh Re-Development)
	10 Group Houses
	
	
	Residents moved into houses on 30th August 2005.

	St. Aidan’s Close

Brookfield
	Group Houses – 5.
	22/04/03
	G.A.P.
	Under construction.  Scheduled to be completed by Spring 2006. 

	Hazel Hill Kiltalown Lane

Killinardin
	Group Houses – 5

R.C.P. – 5 Bays
	Completed
	M.V. Cullinan
	On site.  Scheduled to be completed in late 2006.

	Rathcoole
	Group Houses – 10
	Part X Completed
	Architects Department
	On hold awaiting resolution of access road issue.

	Fortunestown
	10 Group Houses – 
	28/08/03
	Elliot Maguire Landers
	Part 8 report noted at July 2005 Council meeting.  Costings currently being prepared.

	Stocking Lane
	R.C.P. – 10 Bays
	Completed
	G.A.P.
	Awaiting cost plan approval from Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government. 


Mr. P. Murphy, Senior Executive Officer summarised the report.    Following discussion to which Councillors J. Neville, J. Hannon, M. Corr and C. King contributed, Mr. P. Murphy, Senior Executive Officer responded to queries raised.   The report was NOTED.
T/1101/05
NEW WORKS
It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.
T/1102/05
CORRESPONDENCE

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.
T/110305
CATHAOIRLEACH’S BUSINESS 
It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.
T/1104/05
SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS
It was proposed by An Cathaoirleach, Councillor E. Maloney and AGREED that in accordance with Standing Orders No. 76 to suspend standing orders to deal with a motion in the name of Councillor E. Maloney:

It was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney, seconded by Councillor M. Murphy:
“That this Committee requests the Manager to arrange a meeting with the elected Members/Manager/ and BATU in relation to the dispute at Tinnelly Construction, Blessington Road”

It was AGREED to take another emergency motion in the name of Councillor M. Murphy in conjunction with the above motion.

It was proposed by Councillor M. Murphy, seconded by Councillors C. King; J. Neville, J. Daly, M. Daly, K. Warren, M. Corr, J. Hannon and E. Maloney:
 “That the Manager undertakes to investigate fully the allegation that people working with Tinnelly Construction, building the Traveller Housing Project on the Blessington Road are not being paid the Registered Employment Agreement Rates as stipulated in the GDLA Form of Contract.

Following discussion to which Councillors E. Maloney, M. Murphy, C. King, E. Maloney and K. Warren contributed, Mr. P. Murphy, Senior Executive Officer and Mr. B. Brennan, County Architect responded to queries raised.   It was AGREED that a written report  on the matter would be prepared and issued to the Members of the Area Committee as soon as possible.
T/1105/05
ESTATE MANAGEMENT PROGRAMME IN THE ALLENTON/BALLYCRAGH AREA

It was proposed by Councillor C. Jones, seconded by Councillor E. Maloney:
“That this committee call for an exploration of funding sources to enable an Estate Management program in the Allenton/Ballycragh area, noting that this area has been experiencing very distinct problems in recent years.”



The following report which had been circulated was READ and NOTED:
“A new Estate Management Committee has recently been formed in Allenton estate, Ballycragh.  A number of meetings have taken place between this committee and our Estate Officer for this area.   Funding for this committee has since been agreed and has been credited to their account, this money will go towards assisting with projects.  It is envisaged that this committee will have a positive effect within the community and will form a close working relationship with the Council, which will assist them when dealing with any issues which may arise in the future. The committee are currently discussing projects for 2006”.

T/1106/05
JOBSTOWN VILLAGE SQUARE SENIOR CITIZEN HOUSING DEVELOPMENT



It was proposed by Councillor M. Corr, seconded by Councillor C. Jones:
"That this Council agrees to assess the current lack of security measures in Jobstown Village Square Senior Citizen housing development, vis-a-vis entrance to apartments and the open plan nature of the carparking arrangements, with a view to installing whatever comprehensive measures are necessary to ensure the personal safety of residents" 


The following report which had been circulated was READ:
“As previously reported to the Area Committee the area between the two new constructions is the subject of a detailed plan being prepared by the County Architect for the provision of a plaza type area. 

Attached is the conceptual plan for the area in question. 

In the interim the County Architect reports that an alternative security system has been ordered.  Arrangements are in hand to clear the surrounding area of any debris which has heretofore been used to attack the development”.

Following a  contribution from Councillor M. Corr, the report was NOTED.

T/1107/05
BOARDED UP/VACANT HOUSES IN TALLAGHT AREA


It was proposed by Councillor C. King, seconded by Councillor M. Daly:

"That this Committee calls on the manager to introduce an accelerated refurbishment programme on all “boarded-up”/vacant houses in the Tallaght Area, taking into consideration the huge numbers awaiting houses and problems the ever increasing number of these houses is causing on communities"
The following report which had been circulated was READ:

“There are currently in excess of 40 vacant houses in the Tallaght area. These houses have been vacant for periods ranging from several months to several days. Houses are being handed over to Housing Department for pre-let repairs at a rate of two to three per week. Houses become vacant for a wide variety of reasons including the surrender or abandonment of the house by the tenant, fire damage, vandalism by anti-social elements within the community, wilful damage caused by tenant or members or his/her household and to facilitate transfer requests.

Detailed below are typical examples of the range of repairs that may be required to be undertaken to render a house fit for re-let :-
* Replacement of roof and internal fabric of house (in cases of fire damage)
* Full electrical inspection and replacement of fixtures and fittings.
* Full heating and plumbing inspection, installation or replacement of heating system, replacement of sanitary fittings and fixtures.
* Internal plasterwork (ceilings and walls)
* Replacement of floor coverings (usually tiles downstairs - non slip)
* Replacement of doors and windows (windows must comply with appropriate 

  

 regulations to facilitate escape in case of fire)
* Replacement or installation of kitchen units with associated electrical works.
* Replacement of locks (front and back doors) and general woodwork and joinery 

 

  repairs.
* Insulation of house and attic.
* General redecoration of house following repairs.
* Removal of rubbish and clean up of back and front gardens.
* Specialist clean-up of house and garden in cases where drug activity is involved.
These repairs are carried out by qualified contractors on behalf of Housing Department with in-put also from Housing Maintenance staff. The scope and nature of repairs required in each case will determine the period of time during which a house may be vacant. In all appropriate cases houses are secured as much as possible against break in and the substantial cost of this to Housing Department ensures that houses are turned around as quickly as possible. However it should be noted that there are factors which will on occasion prevent houses being made available as quickly as Housing Department would wish eg:-

* The Council must follow prescribed legal procedures to re-acquire a house that has been abandoned. At least 28 must elapse before action can be taken on an Abandonment Notice.

* Houses are frequently targeted by anti-social elements who succeed in breaching security and vandalise houses resulting in repairs having to be undertaken again. It is not unusual for this to occur to same house on more than one occasion.
* Houses are also frequently targeted for illegal dumping of household refuse and white goods which then require additional clean-ups.
* There is on occasion difficulty in locating tenants for houses which may have to be offered to many qualified applicants before an offer will be accepted. This can put houses at risk as they must remain vacant until applicant is found who will accept tenancy.
The above issues which have serious implications regarding turn around time are being vigorously addressed by Housing Department's Allocation, Allocations Support and Estate Management Sections in conjunction with Housing Maintenance Section and indeed the local communities concerned. With regard to a refurbishment programme some 132 houses have been completed to date in Tallaght with another 16 currently on hand. It is anticipated that an application will be made to Department of Environment and Local Government (DoELG) to include another 100 houses in next phase of Refurbishment Programme.
The random nature in which houses become vacant preclude them from being included in the DoELG approved Refurbishment Programme. Housing Department is at present arranging to substantially increase the number of contractors available for re-let repair work which will enable us to maintain AND improve turn around time (noting that nature of repairs will dictate completion times) and importantly by continuing to work with those on the Housing Waiting List and local communities seek to have the problems outlined above eliminated. 

Thirty vacant houses in the Tallaght area have recently been identified that are being prioritised for repair and relet. It is intended that work should be completed and the houses relet before Christmas. Maintenance Section are working closely with the Allocations Section to ensure that suitable tenants are available immediately relet works are completed to ensure that these houses do not become a target for further vandalism”
A presentation was made and following discussion to which Councillors C. King, M. Corr and M. Daly contributed, Mr. J. Quinlivan, Senior Executive Officer responded to queries raised.   The report was NOTED.

T/1108/05
LANEWAY ALONG CUSHLAWN DALE
It was proposed  by Councillor C. King, seconded by Councillor M. Daly:

"That this Committee calls on the Manager as a matter of urgency to remove by whatever means necessary the laneway along Cushlawn Dale, which was recently provided as part of the infill development in Cushlawn Estate"
The following report which had been circulated was READ:
“A report was presented to the November Area Committee Meeting indicating that a detailed proposal for this area would be presented to this meeting of the Area Committee. 

There are a number of areas interfacing between Cushlawn and the Deerpark Development where environmental improvement works are planned. The proposal is to include works to the full extent of the boundary from the new Kiltipper Road to the western extremity of the Deerpark site. 

This will include the proposed alteration/removal of the existing concrete structure along Cushlawn Dale in line with this presentation. 

Memebers should note however that the agreement of and liaison with the developer of adjoining Deerpark development will be required to effect the proposals”.

Mr. P. Murphy, Senior Executive Officer summarised the report and indicated the proposals for the area on a draft layout.

Following discussion to which Councillors C. King and M. Daly contributed, Mr. P. Murphy, Senior Executive Officer responded to queries raised.  The report was NOTED.
T/1109/05
RUSSELL SQUARE DEVELOPMENT
It was proposed by Councillor M. Corr, seconded by Councillor C. Jones:

"That the housing and other relevant departments such as community to initiate a process whereby residents representatives groups within the Russell Square development can get together to identify the positive and negative aspects to the development with a view to engaging residents in a supported and consistent Estate management process".


The following report which had been circulated was READ:
“The Estate Management Section is currently engaging with the Voluntary Associations represented within the development with a view to establishing an Estate Management framework and committee for the development as a whole. Once relevant matters relating to the co-operation between the Council and the Associations have been agreed the process of inclusion and engaging with residents will begin.

It is envisaged that this process will commence in the coming weeks”.

Following a contribution from  Councillor M. Corr, Mr. J. Quinlivan, Senior Executive Officer responded to queries raised.   The report was NOTED.





ENVIRONMENT BUSINESS

T/1110/05
QUESTIONS

It was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney, seconded by Councillor J. Hannon  and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13, questions 6-9 inclusive, be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”

T/1111/05
MARY MERCER HEALTH CENTRE
Question:
Councillor Marie Corr 

"To ask the Manager to write to the Health Services Executive asking them to address the very serious issue of the appalling external appearance of the Mary Mercer Health Centre, this is a landmark building in Jobstown and its neglected appearance has had the effect of undoing all of the good efforts of volunteers and community representatives with respect to environmental enhancement such as planting and the efforts of the Handcart Operative etc?”

Reply:

A letter has been issued, as requested, to the Local Health Office Manager of the HSE in relation to this matter.

T/1112/05
ALPINE RISE/BELGARD HEIGHTS
Question:
Councillor Joe Neville 

"To ask the Manager to outline the road sweeping schedule for Alpine Rise/Belgard Heights and will the Manager please note the large amount of leaves on the roads within those two estates and will the Manager indicate the nearest possible date for the two estates to receive a road sweeping service?”

Reply:

These estates are swept quarterly at present.  Last swept during week commencing October 10th and before that week commencing July 18th.  It is proposed to continue road sweeping in 2006 on the same frequency basis in these areas.

Leaf clearance took place in these areas during the last week of November.
T/1113/05
KILITPPER AREA – BRING BANKS
Question:
Councillor Karen Warren

"To ask the Manager what plans there are if any, to provide bring banks in the Kiltipper and surrounding areas as there is a clear need for these facilities with the growing population and will he make a statement on the matter?”

Reply:

The Environmental Services Department is continually seeking to identify locations throughout the county to install further recycling bring banks so as to increase the levels of both glass and plastic recycling.  At present there are bring banks located at the Tymon Bawn Community Centre and at Sean Walsh Park Depot which are the closest to the Kiltipper area.  Further suitable locations in the Kiltipper area will be investigated and bring banks will be established at these sites if they are found suitable.  The Environmental Services Department will consider any sites which can be suggested by the elected members or by local residents, and will examine the suitability of the sites.
T/1114/05
KINGSWOOD HEIGHTS – LITTERING OF BOTTLES
Question:
Councillor Karen Warren

"To ask the Manager to make a full statement concerning the removal of the bottle bank at the neighbourhood centre in Kingswood Heights, if the issue of littering of bottles at this centre has been raised with him in recent weeks, the action he is proposing to take, and when is it likely that the bottle bank will be re-established and where, and if he will make a statement on the matter?”

Reply:

The glass recycling bring banks situated at the Kingswood Shopping Centre have been temporarily relocated to the edge of the car park to allow building work to be carried out near the original site of the bring banks.  When this building work is complete, the bring bank containers will be replaced in their original position.  A sign is being erected at the site to alert the public to the new position of the bring banks.

The company which services the bring banks has alerted the Environmental Services Department to some illegal dumping at the original site of the bring banks and the Council’s Cleansing Crew have been requested to visit the site regularly in order to clear away any rubbish.  Any littering or dumping should be notified to the Litter Warden so that appropriate action may be taken.  

T/1115/05
NEW WORKS


It was NOTED there was no business under this heading

T/1116/05
CORRESPONDENCE
It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.
T/1117/05
CATHAOIRLEACH’S BUSINESS 
It was NOTED there was no business under this heading
T/1118/05
ENVIRONMENT HEALTH ASSESSMENT – BELGARD ROAD
It was proposed by Councillor C. King, seconded by Councillor J. Neville:

"That this Committee calls on the Manager of the Environment Department to arrange for an environmental health assessment to be carried out regarding the extremely close proximity of the numerous telecommunications antennae and associated dishes and the traveller accommodation on the Belgard Road known as the Old Belgard Road site (adjacent to Tallaght IT) outlining what risk if any is associated with the residents living so closely to these structures taking into consideration the updated development plans recommendations.”

The following report which had been circulated was READ:
“The Principal Environmental Health Officer (PEHO) reports the existence of three steel antennae masts in the immediate vicinity of the traveller accommodation site.  The mast in the grounds of the Eircom exchange site is believed to be the property of the Vodafone network, the mast in the site occupied by Cable and Wireless is the property of Meteor, and the mast in the ESB site on Airton Road is used by 02.

The licensing authority for all three masts is the Office of Communication Regulation (ComReg).  Com Reg licences the entire radio frequency spectrum in Ireland and this includes radio and television broadcasting, mobile telephony and other telecommunications such as internet connections.  It is the function of ComReg to ensure that all of the said operators comply with their licensing conditions relating to non-ionising radiation as set down by the International Commission for Non- Ionising Radiation Protection (ICNIRP).

Non-ionising Radiation (NIR) is that part of the electromagnetic spectrum, below 2420 million MHz.  Radio waves, infra-red radiation and visible light are all examples of NIR.  Electromagnetic waves at frequencies above 2420 million MHz are known as Ionising Radiation and include X-rays and Gamma rays.

In January 2004, the site at Belgard Road/Airton Road was chosen as part of the national monitoring programme undertaken by ComReg.  The measurements were carried out by Mason Communications in conjunction with Radio Frequency Investigations on behalf of ComReg.   Measurements were taken at two separate locations 100 metres North West and 100 metres north east of the Belgard Road site.  The Principal Environmental Health Officer has summarised the results from the full monitoring for this site in the four frequency ranges set out below:

	Frequency Range
	Highest Reading 

(watts per m2)
	ICNIRP guideline limit (watts per m2)

	300 MHz – 1GHz
	0.001255043
	4.72

	GSM 900
	0.000976469
	4.693

	GSM 1800
	0.001769592
	9.25

	1 GHz – 2 GHz
	0.001515858
	9.29


The overall measurements taken at this site concluded that the NIR emissions from the Belgard Road site were below the ICNIRP guideline limits”

Following a contribution from Councillor C. King, Mr. D. O Brien, Principal Environmental Health Officer responded to the queries raised.  The report was NOTED.

COMMUNITY BUSINESS
T/1119/05
QUESTIONS



It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.
T/1120/05
APPLICATION FOR GRANTS
The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was CONSIDERED:
“Application for a grant under the Council’s Grants Scheme has been received from the organisation listed below.   Payment of this grant to this organisation, in accordance with the condition of the Scheme, in the amount set out hereunder, is recommended for approval”

A Contribution is being made to the following group:

	Group

	Type of Application


	Amount



	Juvenile Liaison Officer,

An Garda Síochána,

Tallaght Garda Station,

Tallaght,

Dublin 24.
	Contribution towards the cost of organising Christmas Parties in National Schools in disadvantage areas within Tallaght Station District.
	€1,500


It was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney, seconded by Councillor J. Hannon and RESOLVED:
“That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council approve payment of the above grants recommended in the foregoing report”
Ms. T. Walsh, County Librarian spoke on the report.   The report was NOTED.
T/1121/05
LIBRARY/NEWS EVENTS
The report by the Manager which had been circulated  was CONSIDERED:
December 2005

	Branch
	Events
	Date

	Castletymon
	Adult & Children Book Displays: Christmas Books
	Month of December

	
	Housebound Service


	Tuesday 6th December

	
	Creative writing and Rap writing Workshop for Teenagers

With Neville Thompson and Glen Boyne.  Booking Essential
	Tuesday 13th December

10am –12noon

	
	Computer Classes for Adults (Beginners) Booking Essential
	Wednesdays 10am – 12noon 

	
	Christmas Activities 

Christmas Arts and Crafts for children with Emma

Booking Essential
	Wednesday 14th December from 3.30pm – 4.30pm

	
	Drama & Crafts with the clients of St. Michael’s House
	Thursdays from 11.30am – 12.30am

	
	Christmas Activities

Make a Christmas Wreath with Ann Foster.

Booking Essential –Adults
	Friday 9th December 

11.30pm –12.30 pm


For further information contact 4524888

December 2005

	Branch
	Events
	Date

	Tallaght
	Exhibition: Drugs Task Force
	Month of December



	
	Christmas Crafts with Emily Dawson for 7-12 year olds
	Monday 12th December at 3pm

	
	English for Non-National Women - Pre-Intermediate
	Monday evenings from 6.30-8pm Booking required

	
	Irish Language Class (Refreshers and Improvers)
	Tuesdays from 6.30 -8.00pm

	
	Book Club
	Tuesday 6th December from 7.30pm

	
	Parent and Toddler Group
	Wednesdays at 10.30am



	
	Creative Writing Group Booking Required
	Wednesday 7th December from 6.30 -8pm

	
	Chess Club for 8-12 year Olds
	Wednesdays from 6.30 -8pm

	
	Tallaght Historical Society Meeting
	Wednesday 21st December at 8pm

	
	Storytime By Torchlight/Pyjama Party for 3 – 10 year olds
	Thursday 15th from 6pm-7.30pm

	
	Spanish Class for Beginners Booking Required
	Thursdays from 6.30pm - 8.00pm 

	
	Book Launch “Accidentally Inspired” by Teenage Creative Writers Group
	Saturday 10th December at 1.30pm


For further information contact 4620073



The report was NOTED.

T/1122/05
NEW WORKS

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.
T/1123/05
CORRESPONDENCE
It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.

T/1124/05
CATHAOIRLEACH’S BUSINESS.
It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.

PARKS BUSINESS
T/1125/05
QUESTIONS

It was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney, seconded by Councillor C. King  and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13, questions  10-12 inclusive, be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”

T/1126/05
SUNCROFT/SUNDALE ESTATE
Question: Councillor Marie Corr

“To ask the Manager to outline the delay in the taking in charge of the remainder of the Suncroft/Sundale estate and how he proposes to augment this process in light of the severe and hazardous illegal dumping that has appeared recently on some of the estate that is still in the ownership of the developer?"

Reply:

The Parks Department has been in discussion with the developer of Sundale/Suncroft Estate regarding the taking in charge of the open spaces in the estate.  Agreement was reached with regard to the extent of the outstanding works required to bring the open spaces to taking in charge standard.  

These outstanding works include, carrying out of additional tree planting on the open spaces, replacement street tree planting on roadside margins, provision of new footpaths where necessary and the repair of any damaged areas all of which are the responsibility of the developer.  

The developer will be pursued to complete these works and when the matter is resolved the necessary legal documentation regarding the formal transfer of the open space land to the County Council will be processed. 
T/1127/05
FLOODING OF GARDEN
Question: Councillor Joe Neville
"To ask the Manager to ascertain the ownership of the green area adjacent to *details supplied and in view of the flooding of the garden at this location what action if any can be taken by South Dublin County Council to alleviate this flooding which is originating  in the green area mentioned above?"
Reply:

The area in question is part of the designated open space for the Sundale/Suncroft Estate

The Parks Department has been in discussion with the developer of Sundale/Suncroft Estate regarding the taking in charge of the open spaces in the estate.  Agreement was reached with regard to the extent of the outstanding works required to bring the open spaces to taking in charge standard.  

These outstanding works include, carrying out of additional tree planting on the open spaces, replacement street tree planting on roadside margins, provision of new footpaths where necessary and the repair of any damaged areas all of which are the responsibility of the developer.  

The developer will be pursued to complete these works and when the matter is resolved the necessary legal documentation regarding the formal transfer of the open space land to the County Council will be processed.

The issue of the flooding will also be pursued with the developer.
T/1128/05
DODDER VALLEY PARK – SEATS
Question: Councillor Karen Warren

“To ask the Manager when the 10 seats will be provided in Dodder Valley Park, along the new pathway as proposed in the plan in September 2004 and will he make a statement on the matter?"
Reply:

It is proposed to install seats adjacent to the pathway in question early in the new year. A number of locations have been identified along the path which would be suitable. 

Orders are currently being placed for the seats.

T/1129/05
NEW WORKS


It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.

T/1130/05
CORRESPONDENCE

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.

T/1131/05
CATHAOIRLEACH’S BUSINESS.

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.

T/1132/05
SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS
It was proposed by An Cathaoirleach, Councillor E. Maloney and AGREED that in accordance with Standing Orders No. 76 to suspend standing orders to deal with a motion in the name of Councillor K. Warren:



It was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney, seconded by Councillor K. Warren:

“That this Committee requests that this Committee requests that representatives of the Community Department meet with the Principal of Tallaght Community School with regard to funding problems re:   swimming pool that they are experiencing at the moment”
The motion was AGREED.
The Meeting concluded at 5.30 p.m.

Siniú:
______________________

Dáta:
________________

An Cathaoirleach







